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KUWAIT REFINERY HIT BY DRONES, ISRAEL KILLS IRGC OFFICER; MOJTABA HAILS IRAN ‘RESISTANCE’

Iran now unable to enrich uranium, says
Netanyahu; US looks at control of Kharg

More Marines,
assault ship being
deployed, Trump
calls his NATO
allies ‘cowards’

Alexander Cornwell,

Jana Choukeir

& Trevor Hunnicutt

Tel Aviv, Dubai, Washington,
March20

THEUS militaryis deployinga
large amphibious assauit ship
with thousands of additional
Marines and sailors to the
Middle East, three US officials
told Reuters Friday, as Iran's
new supreme leader hailed
Iran's “unity” and “resistance”.

Renters had reported that
Washington, desperate to re-
open the Gulf oil bottleneck of
the Strait of Hormuz, shut by
Iran since the US and Israelac-
tacked almost three weeks ago,
was considering deploying
thousands of more troops to the
Middle East, potentially even
landing on Iran's shore orits
Kharg Istand oil export hub. 0il
prices have risen around 50%
sincethe start of the war.

Isracli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu promised to
heed US President Donald
Trmump's instruction not to-re-
peat the attack on Iran’s gas
field, but alsosaid Iran wasnow
unable to enrich uranium,
which can be used in nuclear
warheads,or make ballisticmis-
siles

Netanyahu said Isras] had
acted alone in bombing Iran's
South Parsgas field. Iran was
being “decimated” and “does

*CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

During the funeral procession of Iran's intelligence minister Esmail Khatib in Tehran, Friday. s

We turned down US
requesttoletjetsland
in Sri Lanka: President

Says alsodeclined Iranian request for
visit by 3 ships returning from India

Uditha Jayasinghe
Colombo, Marcli 20

SRI LANKA declined per-
mission for two UScombat air-
craftto land atacivilianairport
eatrlier this month, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake
told parliament Friday.

The US had requested per-
mission for the two alrcraftto
land at the Mattala Rajapaksa
International Airport in the
southern part of the country

from March 4-8, Dissanayake
told lawmakers.

“They wanted to bring two
warplanes armed with eight
anti=ship missiles from a base
in Djibouti,” he said duringa
statement.

“We turned down the re-
quest to maintain S1i Lanka's
neutrality,” he added to ap-
plause from parliamentarians.
The US had made the request
on February 26.

#CONTINUED ONPAGE2

®As energy crisis deepened,
Kuwait’s Mina Al Ahmadi,
which can process 730,000
harrels ofoil per day, came
under [ranian drone attacks.
® A spokesperson for Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps., Ali Mohammad
Naini, was Killed in

US-[srael strikes

e French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot, who met
Israeli counterpart Gideon
Saar in Tel Aviv, said Fricay

e did not seeanobvious end
toconflictin the short-term.
eUkraine has deploved
military units o UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait,and
Jordante help protect
critical and civilian infra.
sFrenchNavy, inanopera-
tion carried out with the
British, Friday seized the
Devna vessel, amember of
the Russianshadow fleet,
Emmanuel Macronsaidina
postonX.

MORE REPORTS, PAGE 16

Another Indian killed in missile
attack on Riyadh, toll up to six

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 20

ANOTHER [NDIAN national
was Killed inanTranian attackon
Rivadh Wednesday — the sixth
Indianto be killed inthe ongoing
conflict in West Aslasofar.

The Indian Embassy in
Riyadh Friday confirmed the
death,but didn'tshare ptherde-
taiks. “The Embassy of India ex-
presses its deepest condolences
on thetragic demise of anIndian
nationalin Rivadh duete recent
events on March 18th, The Em-
bassy is in touchwiththe family
and local authorites. We remain
corumitted to extending all poss-
ible assistance in this matter,” it
said inaposton X

EXPLAINED peaceis

ASUS. WEIGHS
IRAN OIL RELIEF,
THEPOSSIBILITY
FORINDIA

Sourcessaidthat asperavail-
ableinformation, the Indian na-
tionaldied followinga missileat-
tackon Riyadhon Wednesday:

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spake to King
Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa of
Bahrain Friday. “Had a frultful
discussion with the King of
Bahrain... Conveyed warm
greetings onthe nccasion of Eid

al-Fiir to him and the people of
Bahrain. We discussed the cur-
rent situation inthe West Asian
region. Condemned attacks on
the energy and civilian infra-
structure in the region, under-
scoring theiradverseimpact on
global food, fuel and fertliser se-
curity,” Modisaid inaposton 30
“Reiterated the importance
of ensuring freedom of naviga-
tion and keeping shipping lines
open and secure. Thanked His
Maijesty for his conrinued sup-
port for thewell-being of the In-
dian community in Bahrain,”
he said.
External Affairs Minister
3 Jaishankar also spoke to Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister Fenmy
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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HIGH-LEVEL COMMITTEE MEETING

Govtasks

WhatsApp

to block device
IDs used in digital
arrest scams

Platform to implement suggestions,
some already being putin place

EXPRESS
exclusive

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, March 20

BLOCKING DEVICE IDs invol-
ved in cases of digital arrest, in-
troducing safety features simi-
lar to those on Skype, and
strengthening technology to
detect and block harmful APKs,
the file formatsused in Android
systems.

These are some of the key
measures WhatsApp has been
asked to implement by a high-
level Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee (IDC) constituted by the
Union Home Ministry to tackle
the threat of digital arrest, in-
cluding the impersonation of
law enforcement officersto per-
petrate the scam, The Indian
Express haslearnt.

Sources said that the Meta-
owned messaging service has
agreed to implement these

easures and is already in the

¢ ONTHETABLE

@ Evaluate blocking device IDs to
stop repeat scam accounts.,

@ Explore Skype-like protective
features.

® Retaindeleted user data for 180
days for investigations.

@ Improve detection and hlocking
of harmful APKs.

®Enhance Al/ML to detect imper-
sonation and fake content,

process of puttingin place some
of them. It is learnt that the in-
teraction with representatives of
WhatsApptook place earlierthis
monthduringthe third meeting
of the IDC, which was consti-
tuted in December 2025.
According to officials, the
representatives made exten-
sive submissions regarding the
platform’s detection mechan-
isms, enforcement actions and
platform safeguards during the
meeting. “Based on the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

WhatsApp

deliberations, the platform
agreed toseveral commitments

sacurity and aiding law enfore-
e dnvestigathons,” & scnic
Government official said.

Sources  said the key
measares discussed include:

® Agsessing the feasibility of
idenrifving and blocking device
[Ds involved in digital arrest
SRS i pirevent repest offend-

the I'T Rules, 21, 10-support law
enforoernen invesimatlons,

& Srengtheningtachnologh-
cal mechansms o detect and
bk bl AFES L siznilix
ey

® Expanding Al and mi-

todetact
Iimpersonation, shuse of official
logsand syahietic or Al-geer-
ated conlent

To prevent the use of logos
and official insignia of liw en-
lewoemient agencies, aich Delhi
Police, Murmibal Police, CBI ad

ATS, also loarmt to
i

Inggtha logdbie-

tems that will compare

papt in

Thee Unidlon Hommae Minksry
anid Mota did not respond 1ore
quiests for commaent from The
Pracfums Bggniras

Aooording tothe alllcial, the
representatives of WhatsApp
corwveyed that Uhe platlfanmishi-
troduciog severnl salery feture
wimuilartothose onSkype, which
s Microsoht's vidoo-calling plat
form mare [nformation on

callers, warning sgnals forsus-
hmﬂ.ﬂ:ﬁ-
tection ol scam networks
WhatsApp has been asked 1o
present a propodal on these
s e WA ARy, The ot
ficial said.

T platfiore s also been

posal within 45 days on the in-
traductinn of mechanisms to
Dlococlesdon T ol ved indlgl
(il srvete, the official sabd.

“Ina i nourhthe spread of
malichous Mles, WhataApp has
been asked 1o strengthen its
lechnological mechanisms (o
detect and block harmiful APKs
and smilar content. They have
bewn asked 1o develop safe-
paards v identify and mitigate
prolonged scam calls commonly
seens i digital amest cases, with
propased technical measures
eapected within a month.” the
official said.

“The company assured the
I that it cormtlnues o expand
its Al and machine |earning sys-

tems o detect impersonation.
ibuse of official logos, and sym-
thetic or Al-generated content,
with perindic progress updates
1o b shared going forwand,” the
official said

In wpdcal digital arrest
scams, frmudsters impersonate
law enforcement officers on
video calls with victims, claim
that they ane being investigatad
for serions crimes and coerce
them to wranster lrge sums (o
winrioue Bank aecounis b svoid
ArTest,

In Jume 2055, an investign
Lo by The Tndian Exgiress un-
coverad how these scimsLers
move crores of nupess in min
utes across hanks and state
Dowclers Lislng and revsing mule
aceounde, or thisd-party ac-
conints, which are QifTicult v
trgce. This newspaper also e
poarted thar 123 lakh eaies of
(gl armest, invohving Rs 15958
crore, were logged in 2024 - al
most thrice the number re-
corded In 2022,

Rs 3000 crare

oomoerr” over the Asing cases,

Ohit Mowember 28 List yeas,
the Dopartment of Telecom
mnlcations { Do']) issaed a di
rective requiring application
Lsen] comaniinbeation seevices,
Il ngy Whaisapp, Telegram,
Signal and Snapehat, to imple
it active SIM linkage for user
[UINE LN

During the three- hour-long
I maseting this month, the
representatives of WhatsApp
corveyed that thay would by
plement the DOT directive
within four-alxmonths and sub
il an Adtion Taken Repart
AT H.x likely by March-eod

odflichal sald

"WhatsApp will alse en-
hance s cooperation with in-
vestigative agenches, ensuring
timedy response to Aagged sig-
il relaning 1o el networks,
impersonation of Linw enforce-
ment officers, and misuse of
povernment symbols. The plat
fomm also comimidied toconmply
Ingwithupdated I'T Kules provi
slona related to identificatlon
and labelling of synthetically
penerated information, which is
 growingconcem incasesimol
ving Al-generated or deep fake
wideo calls used in digltal extor-
tion attempts,” the official saikd.
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As US weighs Iran oil relief,
the possibility for India

=
R,
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ASTHE warinWest Asia crimps theglabal

supply of oil and sends Its Prices Soanng,

the US i considering sanctions

an
Ifthe US indeed moves inthie direction,
India could serywell be among the major
beneficianes. Iran was once amajor oil sup-
plier for India. But New Delhi halied these
imparts after the first Donald Trump ad-
ministration impesed heavy sanctions on
‘Tehran and removed the sanction walrers
enjoyed by mejor Iranian erude buyers,
Seven years later, the US may now be
forced to “unsanction’ — even if partyand
temporarily — Iranian oll sales to bring
deowsm oil prices. Such a move Incksall the
more likely conzidering that the UShad
also announced a similar month-lenguni-
versal wadver o sanclioned Russian crade
already intankers ar sea.
Inresponse tothe U5 and Israel’s offen-
sive that began on February 28, Iran effec-
tively choked wessel movements through
the Strait of Hormuz, The accounts
forone-fih oralobl ol and Buetied nan-
ral gas {LNG) flows. Its effective closure,
alongwith atacks on energy infrastmicture
in the region by all sides, have caused a
susge in global oil prices. While some oil
volumes are being evacuated From West
Aslathrough g coupls of other aliemative
routes that bypass the Strait, abulk of the
supply through the narrow waterway has
effectively gone affline.
"Weunsanctionsd Russian oll We knew
(vt thvere vwers about L0 million barrss on
the water and we created supply thatis
bevond the straits of Hormuz.. In the
coming days, we may unsanction the Ira-

cown I, thar's 10 days 1o wo
thar the Iranians had been pushing cutthat
wrould have i UsTreasury

Sectetary Seoft Bessent said Thursday on
Fow Businese Nenvror " In eceence wewill ba
using the Iranian barrels against the Ia

Nians o Keep the price GOWIL.. for the next
1hor 14 daysaswecontirue thiscampalgn.”

India’s considerations

It remaina to b eren whetherthe USgoes
ahead and suspends the sanctions on Ia-
nlanoilalready onwater. Asked whether
Indiawould be keen onimporting lkanian
crude if Washington indesd announced a

. How Trump turned off the tap

Iran was akey oil supplier to India, especially after an
Obama-era sanctions waiver —until Trump rolled itback

& Olimpons from other countries

® [ndis'stotal silimpares

Aflephoto of an oilfacilityin UAE's Fujairah
that was attacked by Iran on March 14, i

& Ol ifnpors rof ran [hgLres mmilion ones)
200310 221 {14.4%) 153.6
207011 .5k} 1531
il 14.9(9%| 1657
20023 W32 185.5
201314 T3 {0%) 169.2
45 .2 (6% 1819
2516 W 136 (5.7%) 2023
200617 - ATA(N2.6%) 49
201718 Il 226 10.4%) Maa
it o] -23.!'[111 E% 2264
2019-30 - |2 o) 2209
SOLECE MIMETRYOF COMMER CE ANDIMDUSTEN
walver, Feroleum Minisiry Jolnt Secretary
Snjarasharma sald Fridaytharkt was ahypo-
thedical question at this siage. Monetheless.
industry ukd
see [ndian refiners capitalize onthe oppor-
ity just like they did by samping up bm-
ports of BEussian cnade (nrecent weeks.

*Becent market chatter arounda poten-
tial easing or restrucruring of US sanctiors
o Iranian crude. .. has reintroduced a key
awing factor in global crude flows. India
could emerge as a key demand centre to
watch, alongside Chinese iyers and other
Aslancountries. Historically, Indiawas a
major buverof Imnian emde, importing Sanctions
significant volumes of Iranian Light and effect
Heavy gradca duc to strong refinery com- P
paulbility and favourable commercial r"d,,'_"'m.ﬁ{.m ed

terms, Eollowingsanctions tightening in =+ millien

2018, Imparts ceased from May 2016, with — tonnes of lranian
volumes replaced by Middle Eastern, US oilin 200617,
andother grades” said Sumit Ritolia, lead making Tehran

restarch anelyst, refining & modeling, at
Epler,a commodivy marker analyiics frm.

Curremtly, Iranian crude availabllity &
high, with anestimated 70million barrels
on thewater, incliding flaating srorage and
cargoes in transit, ac par Kpler dota.

While part of these volumes is com-
mined, Apormon remalnsunsald, repiEsen-
ing potential

operational adj
thelrrefinerles, siven thelr prior expecience
in processing Iranian ol and the presence
of established tradirg setups.

ils third-largest
souree ol imports
Erchind Saudi
Arabiaandlrag
-
Afterthe US
waiver an buying
Iranzan oil
expired in 2019,
India completely
stopped imports
[from the country
——

Key considerations [or Indian refiners
1o tap into Iranian barrels, if made avail-
able, would primarily include the scope
and durability of sanctions relief, pricing
structure, and the avallability of payment,
insurance, and logistics mechanisns, "If
hese concitons align, aramp-upin indian
Imports of Ikaniancrde could be signifi-
cant,similarto the rapid increase observed
im Bussian crude intake following the eas-
ing of Westernaanctions,” Rivolia said.

According o anker data from Kpler, In-
diz’s Russian ofl iImpors so far inMarch
havesurged to 18 million barrels per day
{bpd). from 1 millionbpd in Febmary, The
pre-war expectation for India's Russianodl
Imports in Mavch was arcund 0.8-0.9 mil-
T T Moy they could reach 2-5.2 mil-
lion bpd — the peak levels of 2025, This
ramp-upwas necessitaced by the Straitof
Harmuz’s effective dosure, Washingron's
wakver on purchases of sanctioned Eussin
crude on water also suppaortedthisshift.

Around 2.5-27 million bpd of India's
crude imports— arowd half of theoverall
ollimponts — have transited the Straitin
recent months. The longer-tarm average is
around 40%. India depandzon importeto
met over 5% of s requirement of crode
OlL AL the global level, around 20 million
barrels a day of crude oll usually passes
through the Steait of Hormuz,

India-Iran oil trade

India has not imported any oil foom Ian
since May 2019, after the explrarion of the
sanctions walverthat the US had providad
1o major buvers of ranfanoll. Not comply-

Amid the oil supply crunch, the

US removed sanctions on Russian
crude at sea. It may now be forced
to dothe same with Iranian crude

ingwith American sanctions would have
made Indian ol companies vulnerable to
srcondary sanctions from Washington,
Drior tothat, [ndia had been arcgularbuyer
of Iranian oil, even during previous sanc-
tions perieds of the pre-Tmimp era, when
impart volumes of Iranian crude declined.
bt were gtill not insipnificant.

Back in 200910, India imported 321
milliontonnesoficuds ol from Iranandit
accounied for 14.4% of India’s overall oll
import of 1536 million tonnes in that year,
according to data from the Ministry of
Commercs and Industry. But 8
thomal s prvctions o fran

16.1 million tonnes in 2000-11, 14.9 million
tonnes (n 2001-12. 132 million tennes in
2013-12, 11 2 million tonnes in 3003-14 and
1L2million tonnes i 200415,

During the peak sancilons period —
A2 to 3015 — Indiawasbuying Iranlan all
through a mutally-agreed payment
mechanizm. Undarthat eystem, Indian re-
finers paid 48% of the oll payments in ru-
pees into an account held by Iranian banks
in India and Ian used tal maney wobuy
Indian goods. 1he remalnder of the pay-
ments were deferred until sanctions were
Iifted. The sancelone were formally lifted as
part of the Iran nuclear deal, after which
pending oll payments by Indian refiners
were cleared. Major Indian buyers of Ira-
rian ol inthis period were Essar Ol (now
Mavara Energy) and Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochamicals (MEPL).

With the sanctions effectivelywith-
drawn, Indian refiners siarted mimping up
cill imparts from [ran. India imperted 136
miliontonnes of [rankan ofl in 215-16,and
thevolumesshotup to 271 million tonnes
in 2005-17, making Tehran the third-lugest
source of India’s efl imports behind Saudi
Arabiacand Traw Iran also did sbivm beost
India’s purchases of its oil by offering dis-
counted shipping and extended credit
retinds tolndian refiners, In 2006-17, Tra-
rian cil made up 6% of India’stotal crude
il Imports of almost 205 million tonnes.

[ 200718, the Tranian ofl volumes de-
dinedto2zemiliontonnesdue toafewres-
S0 — tenslons between New Delhi and
Tehean over the development rightz of a gas
flald in Iran, India's diversification of ite
supply and the first Donald Tromppresi
cency, The lastactor wes me definl g one
ower the next two years as'l'mmp walked
away fromithe Iran nucleardeal and re-im-
posad sanetinge. A wraiver wos givenhy US
ramajorbuyersofranian o, which explred
in201%, In 200718, India's [ranbn ol impons
were at 2349 miliontonnes, and crashed o
just 2 millisn tonnes in 2009-20.No lranlan
cil came toIndia after Mav 2009,
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SPAIN'SGOVERNMENT on Friday proposed
measures wort $5.8 bn tocounter the sconomic
impact of tha war on local energy prices.

MATO HAS withd rawnall of its rocps from anadvisory
misson nlrag, the military allance said Friday, as
repetcussions of the war spraadacross West Asia,

AL-A0SA Masgue compound ciosed for Eid
prayers for the first time in decades marking
its firstfull shutdown snce the 1957 war.

Kyiv deploys anti-drone units across West
Asia; UAEbusts Hezbollah-linked network

THE NETHERLANDS s stapping upsecurty
for branian dissice ris after a menknown 10 be
critieal of suthosities i Tebranwas chot.

An armoured peraonnel carrier (APC) and a seli-propelled artillary
unitat the lsraeli sida of the border with Lebanon on Friday. reres

Ukraineexploring
roleinsecuring
Strait of HHormuz,
says Zelenskyy

Associated Press
Kriv, March20

UKRAINE HAS

cept drones and advise on air-
H:nmmmwldu‘l‘uab
saying they expect to conclude
severalsignificant agresments.
President VolodymyrZelen-
shyymidteams hadbeensent to
the United Arab Emirates, Saidi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and Jor-
dan, countries that have come
under fire during the Iran war.
Hcsmd Lb.::lthﬂl

“Ibelieve noone has e'xpcn
encecomparable toouns, " Zelen-
skyy told journalists inandio
messages on 8 WhateApp chat,
adding that 228 Ukrainian
specialists were now in there-
gion. “We ars workkng with the
MiddieEas - withleaders atthe
techrical level, and with minis-
tries of datence. In general, we
Ars Preparing serious arranse-
mentsand agreernents,” hesaid.

His security council secre-
tary Rustem Umerov has visited

all five of those countries this
week, and said earlieron Friday
that further steps for “long-term
security cooperation” had been
outlined with each.

Kyiv has said nearly adozen
countries have sought itshelp
andadvicein defending against
cheap kamikaze drones, which
Iram is using aguinst its Gulf
neighbotirs.

Earlier an Friday, Uniied

agencyssid. [tesid the network,
which had been opemting vrwder
a fictitious cover, was involved
m “money laundering, financ-
ingterrorism and threatening
nztional security”, and soughe to
uncermine financial stabiliy.

Lebanon's Foreign Miristry
strongly condemned whatitde-
scribed as a “terrocist plot”
against the UAE. denounced
Hezbollah's zlleged involve-
ment, and offered cooperation
by Lebanese suthoritias to en-
sure these respansible are ekl
accountable.

In a post on X, it also reiter-
ated a Lebanes= government
decizion issued earlier this
month banning Hezbollah's
military and security activities.

l-led:ulh.‘rrdmiaﬁm?rﬂs;
wehat it called “Fabricated® scou-
sationsby UAE authorities say-
N it NAs N0 [TeSence or oper-

Prulochwndaintt ity

Iran scrambles to stabilise its power

structure after killings of top leaders |

- IRAN'SLEADERSHIP CRISIS

AVATOLLAH ALI KHAMENEL, who ax Supreme Leader sinoe 1983 beik anirongrip
over ran while entrenching hostiity towards the US and lerael, waskiled aged 36 in
aUs-israeliar stike or hiscompoundon Febnarny 16

Associated Press
Athens, March 20

ONEAFTER another, Tsrael hes
taken out Iran's top leaders.
First it was Supreme Leader
Avatollah Al Kharmenei, killed
mt'hrt?cmngdwhs ofthewar.
Mo Al Laripani, the secretary
ofIran’s supreme National Se-
curity Council whowas con-
sidered ong of the most power-
ful flgures in the country, has
alsobeen killed. s have o 1aft
of other top-ranking military
and political leaders,

1ests with the country’s su-
apex of power since the cre-
atlonofthe Blamlc Republic in
1979 after the revalution that
overthrew the shah. After
Khamenei was killed, hisson,
56-year-old Mojtaba Khame-
nel, was quickly named o re-
place him as Iran's new su-
preme leader A =secretive
figure, the younger Khamenei
has not been seen in public
sincetheairstrke killed his 56—
year-old father.

The cleric had long been
umsldgmct a mmemier forthe
post, been
elacted or appointed toa gov-
emumnent position. The yourzer
Khamensimaintains close ties
tothecountry’s poweriul para-
military Revohutionary Guard.

“I'm not surewho's unning
Iran right now,” Israeli Prime
Mipister Benjamin Netanyshu
said during a newsconference
Thursday nizht, “Mojtaba, the
replacement ayatollzh has et
shown his face. Have you seen.
him? We haven't, and we cant
vourch for what excactly i hap-
peningthere." US and Ismeliof
ficials have suggested he was
wounded inthesame attack.

“Iran's command and con-

ALILARUANI, secretary of the
SupremeMational Security Councid
and aveteran powerbioke:, was
kiled at E7ina US-sraeliair stile in
the Pardis areaon March 17_ along
with hizson and ore of his
deputies

ALISHAMKHAM, a clos=
advizer tokKhamenei and 1 bev
figure in iran's seournty and
nwdear policymaking, wes
kledin LB-lsmsl sirikes on
Tehran on February 28

AZIZNASIRIADEH. lrans oe‘ence

minister end a career ar force officer,
wias killad in the same wave of strikes
targeting senicr leadership in Tehman
onFebruary 18 Nasirzadeh played
akey rolein military planning

=

o

ESMAIL KHATIB, rans
intelligence minster, wis kiled
in anls:aslisrice onManch B.A
hardiner cieric and politcan.
ha worked in Khamene's office
and was mentored by him

MOHAMMAD PAKPOUR.
commander-n-chisfof the lRGT
was lali=t in the Febraary 28 smies
in Tehran Hercse twough the ranks
to lead IRGC aher hispeedecessor
was killed in te 12-dey war

ARDOLRAHIM MOUSAVI chet o
starf of armed foroes, was klledin
the Febnary 28 crices during a
Mmestng of senion keatarshin. He was
responsible for coordinating military
tranches & owrsseing

and defence policy cosventional forces
Y . = GHOLAMREZA SOLEIMAN,
\ commandér of the Bas paramiliary
1 i ek { .gi'r force was lled mthe US tsach
1 _ [y o sirices on March 17 £ sanicr officerii
- IRAN { — the Revolutionary Guards . he l=d the
- - Eak- fooce cantrel o ran's ntemal
ot "‘*\ X 4 W secorty and surhonty

[rol sructire !sln umer oould be agradualone. sterAbbas Araghchi suggesied
chaog® said. “Leadership matters, the country’s military units
mmoun.m E andthe lossof key deci-  were acting independently from
for research fellow for (] sion-makersspanning cenitral govermmen: control.
Middle East sacurity at politics, incelligence, in- “Our ... military units are
the Roval United Se1- iermal security andithe)  now in fac independent and
ﬂmllﬂm.ll.hh!ﬁn;— army will have transformative somchow isolated andtheyare
dom-hasad di or es " Oreelik caid acting based oninsirctions —
It’ lln.nk nhl', ﬂll l]: “Wereed o be preparedfor  youknow, general instructions
changethat maykeyears, not  — given te them in advance”
mmwﬂmm weeks ormonths. Araghchi had said on Al Ja-

mey — but that the change

the war, [ranian F

secnmon March 1.
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ourts with a tinge of judicial activism have
expansively interpreted the Constitution
to secure fresh rights for citizens, over the
wears. In the latest instance, a view that encom-

dren less than three months of age. The judg-
ment, delivered by Justices | B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan, came in response to petitioner Ham-
saanandini Nanduri challenging this provision in
the Maternity Benefit Act, recently replaced by
the Code on Social Security. She also pointed out
that the legal process of adoption itselfl took over
three months to be completed. The judges ob-
served that an adoptive mother had the same
rights and obligations towards the child as a bio-
logical mother. Reading adoption as an ‘expres-
sion of reproductive autonomy”, the Court said
that the emotional bond with the child has o be
consciously nurtured through time, presence
and sustained caregiving. “Adoption is an equally
valid pathway for the creation of a family. IriSnot
biology that constitutes a family of a mother, fath-
er, and children, rather, it is the shared meaning,
responsibility, and emotional bonds that sustain
such a relationship,” it explained. Maternity be-
nefit is extended to working women during the
early phase of motherhood to support them fi-
nancially and provide economic security without
them having to depend on family members, This
oﬂhnqh?huw-dmm
ers. Further, the judges urged the government 1o
legally recognise paternity leave as a social secur-
ity benefit, noting that parenthood is not a soli-

. .. jud Hes . h nne udgmen . I, -
equal rights to adoptive parents, and res-

ferred

paradigmy The patriarchal enabling system has
feminised raising children, leading to it being un-
dervalued or inadequately compensated, if it ev-
er is. Nobel winner Claudia Goldin®s work has

identified that the gender pay gap often emerges
with the birth of a first child. The iopcourthas g
ven India an opportunity to set right the inadeq-
uate laws governing maternity leave in adoption,
and to a large extent, the gender imbalance in so-
gietyal is the duty now of the state 1o make sure

that this progressive judgment finds effective im-
plementation in every corner of the country.
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On Friday, the Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Surya Kant ex-
pressed his reluctance to
continue hearing a series
of petitions challenging a
law that replaced the (]I
with a Union Minister in
the selection panel for the
appointments of the Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs).

Chief Justice Kant said
that as the petitions chal-
lenging the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of-
fice) Act of 2023 relate to
the office of the CJI, he
would not like a Supreme
Court Bench headed by
him to hear the case as that

would expose his office to
criticism of conflict of in-
terest. Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
one of the petitioners, li@

Acknowledging M.
Bhushan’s recommenda-
tion, the Chief Justice said,
“I should mark this matter
to a Bench where the judge
may not be in line to be-
come the CJI. Then nobody
can say anything.” The
Bench listed the case on
April 7 before an appro-
priate Bench.

The main contention

The petitioners argued
that the 2023 law was in-
troduced to dilute a Consti-

tution Bench ruling deli-
vered in March 2023 in
Anoop Baranwal vs Union
of India, which had includ-
ed the CJI as a member of
the high-powered selec-
tion committee involved in
the appointments of the
CEC and the ECs.
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, gave the govern-
ment an upper hand in ap-
pointments to the Election
Commission of India.
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