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Pacts with Canada
on uranium, critical

minerals:

PM says

new energy inties

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney at Hyderabad House in New Delhi, Monday. an sHams

India-Canada
CEPA by year-end,

defence dialogue
established

Shuhhajit Roy
New Delki, March 2

MOVING TO transform ties to
a “next level parnership® and
putbehind a bitter recent past,
India and Canada signed a
“landmark deal for long-term
uranium supply” after Frime
Ministers Narendra Modi and
Mark Carmey held talks in New
Delhi Monday.

The two sides plsasigned
pacts on critical minerals, de-
cided toestablishthe Inclia-Ca-
nada Defence Dialogue, and

emment-to-government pacts,
and 24 MoUs or partnerships
among universitiecs and
institutions in areas suchas Al,
healthcare, agriculiure, and
innovation.

Thisis ahuge tumaround in
bilateral ties which took ase-
vere hit after Carney’s prede-
cessor Justin Trudeau, in Sep-
tember 2023 alleged that
Indian government agents
ware involved in the killing of
Khalistan separatist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar — a charge India
rejected as “absurd ™ and “politi-
cally mothvated ",

Following bilateral talks

+CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Pacts with Canada

with Modli, Carmney said, "Sothis
isnot merely the renewal of are-
lationship, it is the expansion of
a valued partnership with new
ambirion, focus and foresight, a
partnership between two confi-
dent countriescharting our own
course for the future.”

Calling this an "important
milestone”, Modi said, "Since
our first meeting, our relation-
ship has been infused with new
energy, mutual trust, and posi-
dviry. I credit my friend. Prime
Minister Carney, for the growing
momentum inevery area of co-
operation.”

“India and Canada share an

unwavering bellefin democ rtic
values, We celebrate diversity.
The well-being of humanity is
ourshared vision This visionin-
splres us 1o move forward in
every fleld. Today, we discussed
transforming this vislon into a
next level partnership,” he said,

Without mentioning the pro-
Khalkstan activities in Canada
Madi salel, “We agres that termor-
151, EXIrermsm .'LI'K|. lﬂl.ll\'.l]!‘{l-
tion are common and serious
challenges not only for our two
coumntries but for ol of humanity:
Our close cooperation against
these challenges is crucial for
glabal peace and stability.”

O trache, hve saiel, ONEgoal IS
to reach $50 billion in trade by
2030, Unlocking the full poten-
tiad of economic cooperation is
our priority. "Therefor:, we have
decided to finalise the Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership
Agreementsoon. This will create
new investment and employ-
ment opportunities in both
countries.”

Carneysaid, “Wisine advane
ing towards a Canada-India
Comprehensive Economic Pan-
nership Agreement, with the
almto conclude by the end of
this year. This ambitious agree-
ment will reduce barriers, in-
crease certainty, unlock oppor-
unitles for exporters, investors
and workers in both our coun-
tries, with the aim to double
trade by the end of this decade.”

Maodi sald, "Canada’s pen-
gion funds have invested $100

billion in India. This isasymbol
of their deep belief in India’s
growth story.”

He said the pact on critical
minerals will “strengrhen resil-
jent supply chains® “Incivilnu
clear energy, we have siened a
landmark deal for long=term
uranium supply. Wewill also

Carney said, “As India seels
access tocritical minerals for its
manufacturing, its clean tech
and its nuclear plans, Canada’s
nesounce base and world leading
companiés position it as a gra-
tegic parner. Asone example
the nuclear agreement, the ura-
niwm agreement signed today...
the fact that 40 per cent of the
world's mining companies are
listed in Canada ™

On defence cooperation,
Modi gaid, "Growing cooper-
ation in the field of defence and
security ks a symibol of our deep
mtual trust and the maturity of
ourrelationship. Wewill work o
enhance defence industries,
maritime domain awareness.
and military exchanges. Tothis
end, we have today decidel o
establish the India-Canada De-
fence Dialogue ™

Later, atamediabriefing, In-
dianofficials rejected allegations
of any link totransnational viol-
ence of onganised crime in Ca
nada after a new report in The
Globe and Mail sought to con
nect Indian consular stall oper-
ating in Vancouver tothe killing
of Mifjar.

P Kumaran, Secretary (East)
in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, said. "India categorically
rejects allegations of involve-
ment in transnational viclenoe

credible evidence despite re-

“Indiabefieves that concerns
of this namure must be addressed
through credible law enforce-
ment and judicial processesand
not through publicor politicksed
narratives,” Kumaran said.




=

SanskritillAS

IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

GS 2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE: 8

HAD ASUBSTANTIALFOLLOWING INTHE SUBCONTINENT SINCE1979

Najaf to Qom: Ayatollah Khamenei,

Iran, and Shia politics in

Asad Rehman
Niew Dedhi, March 2

ASNEWSaf Ayatollah Ali Hos-
seini  Khamenei's killing
emerged on Sunday, protests
broke out in cities and towns
across the country with a Shia
Muslim presence — froom Kash-
mirvalley and Ladakh to Uitar
Pradesh and Kamataka.

tians have for the Whilea
sizable numberof Asian
Shia MusEms follow Al al-Hu-
sayni al-Sistan] the dean of e
Hawrza in Najaf Iraq — theol-
st Shika seminary in ve wiorkd
— Khamenei also had a sub-
srantial following b rle Doscliann
subcontinent,

When e centre of Shia
Islam was Najaf, political inter-
ventions from the Shia lcader-
shipwere negligible.

However, all that changed

with the slamic revalution in

enceto power, Khomelnd popu
larised this concept of “Vilayat-
e Faglh (Guardianship of the
lslamic Jurist)™, the Shia politl-
cal doctrine that holds that wop
religious scholars showld rmale in
the abeance of the 120h Inuam,
whom the Twelver Shias be-
N sl pemppsear or the sud of
time. Popularised by Khomeind,
the concept forms the basks of
placing su-
preme political and military
power inthe hands ofa cleric
*Slnce 1979, the prokect that
the Iranlan government em-
barked on through its em-
bassies was almost missionary
Khomeinl (the ‘Supreme
Leader’ of Iran tll 1989) and his
suceessor Khamened have been
looked atas an integal pan of
the Shia falth. I has slmostal
ways been religious and not
political. But there also con-
tinue to be Shiss in India who
prioriuse Najal, not Qom (one

India

A poster of Ayatollah Khamenei near the Chhota Imambara in UP's Luckmow. coriss

of Iran’s theological centres),”
said West Asia expen Bashic Ali
Abbas, who is Senior Reseanch
Associate at the Council for
Strategic and Defense Re-

political power.

Shias have traditiooaly not
been very vocal on issues seen
s Ermyeortant w the Muslim ma-
jority, During the dacades-long

scarch. Ram Jenmabhoomd dispuate in
Iran's project 1o make itsell  Avodhya, the UP Shia Central
moreslignificant among Shia  Wagfloard claimed cownership
Muslimeyielded divideadsand  of the Babri Mas]id, argeing it
now many smong IndianShise  was a Shia Wagf built by Ehia
look at Iran as anauthority on - noble Mir Bagi during Babur's
religlon. lran taking on the  reign. The Board also opposed
combination of lsrael andthe  the Sunnl Waql Board’s claim
LIS evwer Paleerinehoe sl led i chter e s e
it being viewed as a "lone cru- It fevoured a peaceful, me-
zader” diated sertlement, and
imperial powers, in- Een proposad
creasing its influence mosque at a different lo-
on Muslims across the cation to allow the Ram
world sympathetic 1o L1 templeto come upat the
the Palestinlan cause. Site. The Shia-Surnd di
Shia Muslims spe- vide is a global phenom
cifically inpans ofiCashmir, Kar-  enonand is visible in Indiatoo,
gil, and Lucknow, hold Khame with several incidents of

el ingrean reverence. The Rizd
Syeds of Lucknow and the
Awadh region ln UP trace thisr
lineage to lran., During the 18th
Century, the nanwabs of Awadh,
including Asaf-ud-Daula, were
Shia Muslims. Eventoday, Luck-
now has a sizable Shia popula-
tion and most of e ane com-
paratively wealthier than Sunni
Muslims, giving them more

clashes between the commu
rities havingbeen recorded. In
2005, the All India Shia Per
sonal Law Board (AISPLBE) was
created as Shias felt the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board, dominated by Sunnis,
ignored thelr concems
AISPLHB general secretary
Maulana Yasoob Abbas told
Tive Indiarn Expiness, “Ayatollan

All Khamenei has been mar-
tyred. Wie held provesss fn Lock-
now last night. Through the
protests, we are sending a
message to countries such as
Bahrain, Yemen, Saudi Arabia,
and others. These are the coun-
wriza that have harmed Iramamd
helped America and Israzl in
the killing of Khamened. Wewill
continue to support the Iranian
people and the state”

The Shiacommunity, which
conetinees arsund 15% of the
Muslim population in the
country, has traditionally had
good tles with the establish-
ment. especially the BIP The
COMmEmuman Y. (L ] llL']'I. = concen-
trated In Lucknow and seme
other cltkes such as Hyderabad,
Budgam i Kashmir), and Kargil

in Ladakh, enjoved good nela-

BJIP leaders in Lucknow
said while Adityanath had al-
most endad the distinction be-
rween Shiaand Sunnl Muslims
inthestme, a ssctionoflthe BLIP
leadership still favours having
"cordial” relations with the Shia

Community.
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= WAR IN WEST ASIA

Iran’s power pyramid, with
Supreme Leader at the top

h
EIFERT EXPLAINS

BY AK RAMAKRISHNAN

RETIRED PROFESS0R OF WEST ASIAN
STUIDIES, LKW RARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSTY

THE ASSASSIMATION of Ayacollah Al
Ehems e, 56, the Supmeme Leader ofthe e
lamniz Regrubllc of ran, marics theend ofa

significant figureofasvieoflend ership that
the Isiamic Revalution of K779 and the

polites have produced.
EIamens was kdlkesd Insn armack by e
U5 anl Fermvedi Foroess 2wl et o Find i
ST Wi sl in

that th Assenntily ol Bxpers, a deliberative
by, con chocess the net leader.
Mesmwhile, the thres-member Interdm
Leaders hip Council that will assume the
duties of thi: Supnime Leader bas already

by Ko upder Corstinabanal provi-
s, TTheavents showeass e establlshed

i S ———
bt inierreated institutions:, amd a political
amare develnrped thromgh 8 vaneny of e
Desses afber 1979,

Hicwegrveer, Thirchose ik ges Derween -
Ughen ancl podirics in the Shis-majority fran
hawe a longeT history. The anti-monanchis
eibsces ofShia relgices: eaders andithelr par-
Licd pration ina rargge af political movements
L oo Trarian poltical histocy warman s
Frcognition hen.

Key examiples include thelTab&ess
Miovement of the 15th century, launched

g comoisings grantid by the [anian
oyt thae Britishy and the Costinational
Revnlution of 1906-11 for & constitutional
mmimecTy. An anti-momrchist stance kas
Bty ORI 1 1 peaitie ipentios of pellp-
Ipuslencors,

Wil Aot rvervsactionofEhe frnsn

pupulithon perticipated in theant-Shak pro-
testsof e late 705, the ndfgoussection was
it o oS Enone legicineacy and popa-
Inriry duse 1o s Ideologlcal and straregic

The aFategic sdvantage for the Shis
chegy can be amriruned oo oo hiiphe facions,
a sgnificant rre beleg the ToleDEnRosgnes
s amajar sibeof political acti vism. Friday
prayer gatherings becamea point of religio-
palicical aesently. TIis was becaize the
Shesh’s apgraralses, like hissecnet police
SAVAK, survalllad publlc places. lering

Khwmeini and Khamenel

The ideclogical leadenship of relighous
scholars further lent o revalutionary inter-
They enabled people to link the frans-
formative pocential of thelr beliel sysiem 1o
the reguirements of anti-monanchist and
anati-enperialist poktical acthon.

Lekairyn 2 BTt AT s e by bl
ol Hie= Ak Shariaiidid not emvesgea polhd-
cal leadershap of the clemey. Tagt, Ayaodlah

tha

berweemn kamand

aysiem,

The Lsbanrme Repubdics Constitgion drew
Ty Prisiih rhesa? ke A frosn el fognil-
lcandem of the French policical sysiem. The
mverarching power of the Supreme Leader
inthe 1579 Constibution s adopbed from the
‘e clthe jurpadent idona

Avatollah Khomeind was fllowed by
Ayarallah All Khamene as the Supreme:
Leader after Khomeini died in 198% The
Constitufonal changes in T4 brasd ly

Aysnnlizh Al
Fhamanal, Wemiirid
LIAUDHE

Makingof
modern
Iran

Even befiore the
Tsdarmic:
Rervidurtiom iof
19 therewasa
hastory of Shia
Muslim leaders
participating
anti-momneanehiss
PrObesis,

.
“Toescape the
Shahs repressive
rube mosgies
Became a
samciuzary fior
mamy in the
Ik 19700,

i ntained i orfglnal character. The level
al power that Khomeind wiekled was cur-
taibedd G-l exLEnL

T Sugrense Leacer, selected by the
elected Assembly of Expens, a popalarty
edected President anc the Mailss (the Parlia-

] represent different Goetsolthe
calayssem. These eotion of Kot -
CREROE WRE NOC withour consroversy, Bven

His Presicercy smw the cight-year trane
Iy winr fnd B riade i poldit v negnikady
visic e familles of mamyes ciThe war

In that servse, Byatallah KRamenel ik

and. political rdeswell. Known

proneans. of 2020 and the ioanl deionae-
thorsover econamde fruscrations polnnad o
the damestic concems meerthe regime's
athinritarian mule and fram's global econ:
annie makion. Hisideaofa nsistncs scon-
oy — o Cheal is self-rediant o confront
DO RAREIS — WAk Nk o 1

VETCONME [T F E COMKIMIC WOs.
After Supremc Leader
Thee palitical fstem ol [ran s seen

elections being regularhy held forthe Presi
dency, the Malis and local governments.

mained a major feamire of Imnan politics

Tordecad es now.

‘wenprrnare] his spginoval ol ol s rmegols-
anions, inchuding the signing of the Jaing
Compeehersive Planaf Action in X5 with
Westem nations, showed that idecingy and
pragmatism coukl coexist i important
ristins ol e comd UL,

Flowrver, coatinmed sanctions, Tsmn'sin:
temationnl solation and the Imnin peopie’s
desire b bowe more sy in the afsns of the
SOOI, akang with mae ieaningful par-
thcipation. created a signilicant divergence
erren the estem and its poopic,

There ire oy et tequesdtions that
ariae ol of the gap betuseen people’s de-
s il the delivery and coretuen of s
st iovky. Theangning war and the asse-
sination ofits

el Chuslenge »ohe polrical o in lran

After strikes on [ran, expanding theatre of conflict in West Asia

[ e——
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Post-1979 Iran was born froma
mix of politics and religion, with
processes toensure continuity
beyond the Supreme Leader

-KEYBODIES

Interim Leadarship Council

Unckar &ntkchs TNOF Fan's Constitution, 3
rzmpenary leadership cound| woukd assume
e Supreme Leader's duties until a surcessor
IEnetad, This councl comprises Prasidien
Bgenuc Pareshhian: Chinl kevicaof tha
Sy Cout, Graolam-Hassen Mohsan
Eje's; ond dyoiollsh blveca drafi, deputy
chairman o |he dssembly of Bpensand s
el ol e Dasandian Council

Supreme National Security

Council (SNSC)

Fwrapirs ik Lo glataating and building
consansiss on ool national seouity s,
e SN GG b s cop national seoury body.
‘While the presicdent serves 2 s chaimman, iis
other membess nchade Iopminters, the
Speaher of pariament. tha Chiel betice. asd s
Edina ry officiaks e araneng The s s
and the HGE, amongothers.

Islamic Revelutionary Guards
Corpa {IRGC)

The IR § 11 SAstan sl e Bassl- opiipeesd
saction of s armed fosas, Fonmidsocn
atter the 1504 Iskimic Revo bon, fSNSWES
dinectly othe Supreme Leader —unlike the
Crnary BIarK Creer the decades. i has
gained and estended ks influencs bochat
Bame ardl abroad

Basl and Quds Force
@ T Bz il an Inbernal security
ety T controllad iy tha BGC. i

it i e chowam o el Iram,
® 1 Cucs Fonca. analie IRGE ush fcing
1 pecial operston autsideiran. b
sartmaded the country’s regional srategy of
A L T e Sk g rougein West e
Assambily of Experts
Pt ) it erp el eleciod vy
ascht pears. the Assembly ks S body that
Apnoints the Suprema Laades, Tha constiulion
b o powe Poguestan andswn
chgmise a lachr, in proctice, therepublics
mast seniorfigures isially choose the lsader,
which i then approved by the Assembly.
Guardian Council
Hall apgined by i Supns e Laedar s hall
by the Chied hgtica of Ian, tha 1 2-membar
Cusrcian Courcd canweiolbwes passed by
pnliasent and dequality slection candidatis.
I thes prast, this mancste has beanuzed 1o
Ik peia el critics of Khamenai,
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Marriage as
partnership: HC
reframes role of
‘homemaker’

Armaal Sheikh
Il vl Al 2

i HOMEMARER dioess not 'sit e’} she perfonms labour
thaenatilesthe eaming spousewo unctica effectively.” the

Dol Pl Coun et obesrvn, redecting & oomm oo sesuemipiiog
that non-caming spouses secking malnbenanoe ane
ecemamically inactivi

A el jud g rull:rlu-.IIJ.wml.ul.wm
homemakers, stating that the conbrbution of a spouse
oy e ousedokd canmmot bedispissed mepely because
It choess niot genembe income of appear in rancial reconds &

st E: N T g vl s nichanncy, bur as Labaar thean

marriage, inchading

msinmenanos and fnkncid

The-ohservathons cume L0 & case concerning mainienancs
claimed by f wili o hac left stmplosment and wes caring.
For the couple’s child while the buefsnd, & drilling engineer
working In Kuwalt, s eqmingg meoee thin s 5 Likh per
rmwith, Frevnd aloncescl, Thie raisesd the cpsestion whetheracduca-
tional qualifications or theorstical snming capadity coukd jus-
Ty the denial of rairtenano:

T count noted that @ new by married woman was-aften

wel-qualitied.... chacelng

plerved wliile moekhng masternee” This <t Dot
s, “nnot be
Enomiraged.”

* WIDER JUDICIAL
TREMND The case

® InFonnalan Nody v Kamsak

Alef reparation. the wile
smgi interm maintenamoe

dm indrece  Ursder The Protection of
mmﬁm.# Worren from Domestic Viol-
oy ene (PN AL 2005,
® InSuenian Saba k Rumpa alorgside procredings

Saha_the DethiHE mipctad da- wrder Soction 125 of the
rrands that a bamemaker peo- Conde ol Cel il Pracodise,

that inzome bas rmlrens o 7, which provides matn-
move unemployment, cheare  Weranan Far whos childnm
g theat ragusising such goal and parenis urmibile omaln-

frama persnn with o tasshle i |.1I|'.:hlmnzlu.1Jnd|:rrl1e
omeameuncsindemandng P LY ACT SIS (Y ErRnD

Jr— mametary relief and interim
- - enainretance during
e . - .
Ing e ges an “abole- hod o™ and educsed woman capabilzof
peferTing
dependent mesns. The family court, however,

ararmed
muhly earneranc of s SE0o0. The Figh Coun hads
e itk At 11 e

capacity could defest @ masrmerance daim.

Mol dreseing b | abed off e "R e epacties, e comin, lieped
Ingl Fmising chikd o £ ones)

Thee Juckgrment refiamed markal eoonomics isell; “Whene
onespouse sams income in the marketplace. and the other
sustains the domestic sphise, the economic sahilioy of the
T sl il i e resaalr efenrmlined, gt CiTerently mani-
fesstedd, coniributions * In sum, the court maoved homemaking
T e peslen ad il apqrecismcn o kepal pecognilion.

‘Capactty toearn’ vs ‘wetual earming

Matrimonial Brigation hees Jong held thot an eduocated
spartse should suppon herself. Bt the

mmmmm

The-cMif ahm'ml thve diTicuil e asaocEared with ro-an-
tering the workiorre after kng career hreaks.

Allcugh vedistary dicisaee Do s eonployienl may
oy praciical comsecuences, #i insisted that couris most
evalusme reality rnhet than fesamsegibons, Malngenance, the
ot s, canet e vizwed oy s prolection agains desti-
ko bt i @ echanism of fatmcss boraren spouscs.

Th-coairt edtneaned e within o partreretip modd of rar-
v A mareiage s nod oty a persorsl relstionshipbur alsoa
petmership inwhich: esch spoaes commirbotes indifferent
Wiy il el nenance heconnes recogrition of contribution,
even whese Thit conrlsurion wes ungsid.
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The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

One in four Indian breast
cancer patients carries an
inherited genetic variant
linked to cancer risk, with
the majority of these var-
iants outside the
well-known BRCAl1 and
BRCAZ2 genes, a new study
has found.

Findings of the study,
conducted by the Indian
Institute of Technology-
Madras (IIT-M) and Karki-
nos Healtheare, along with
Kumaran Hospital, Chen-
nai, and the Chennai
Breast Centre, were pu-
blished in BMC Cancer.

The study analysed
germline DNA from 479
unselected breast cancer
patients, whose samples
were sourced from the Na-
tional Cancer Tissue Bio-
bank at [IT-Madras. The re-
searchers examined 97
cancer susceptibility
genes, including BRCAL,
BRCA2, and 15 genes in-
volved in the homologous

in 4 Indian breast
cancer patients carry
inherited genetic risk

recombination repair path-
way. A special focus was
placed on RECQL, an
emerging breast cancer
gene with highly popula-
tion-
'll;q:mncmu:lypmﬁnund that
24.6% of patients carried at
least one pathogenic or
likely ic variant.
Only 8.35% had BRCAI or
BRCA2 variants, while a
significantly larger propor-
tion, 11.9%, had inherited
pathogenic variants in
genes belonging to the ho-
mologous recombination
repair pathway. Overall,
67% of all positive findings
occurred in non-BRCA
genes, demonstrating that
the inherited landscape of
breast cancer risk in India
is far more complex than
previously appreciated.
The findings underscore
the need to re-examine
current genetic testing
strategies in India, which
heavily rely on BRCA-only,
and to shift to broader mul-
ti-gene panel or exome-
based germline testing.
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Rupture across the Durand Line

Pakistan and Afghanistan engige in intense military dashes, sionalling a break in political. milicary, and socicial tes across the Durand Line driven by differencoes

over Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and

the once

cubtivarted Pakl-Taliban

nowy lies in Gters on an

bartlefieh

WIRRLAY INSHHT

L Suba Chandran

ar the seoond tdme in six
mosths, Pakistan and
Adghanistan have engaged in an
intense military dash. Unlike the
prerivdic clashes acnoes the Durand Line
during the kasr rwn decades when the LS
was in Afghanistan, the kirest clashes
first im Oxctober and now again bst week -
e significarn. Pakistan used air and
ke sirilkes doep iskde Alghanistan,
inchudirg in Kabul and Kandahar, while
the Taliban targeted muliphe Pakisani
ity poets across the Durand Line,
Military ane civilin caspalties in these
i ariacks, last wear's and the angoing
o, have heen high, The laes amacks
come despite a cexsefire mediated by
Tuirkiye amd Qarar Idlsving che
poe-Oeinber 2125 dashes.

Pollcraing the labest military sirikes,
Pakistan's Defence Mindster declared thar
it wonuhd be an “open war® against
Alghanistaim. Whal Fas hapjeeied
herween Pakistan and Afghanistan during
the last six months? After crearing the
Taliban in e P00 and nurturing il ever
since, even under intense American
pressure untd August 2021, why is
Pakistan's Deejs Stape now going alber i
creation? Whey has the Talian, despie
being sapported by Fakistan and taking
redupe within Pakistan during the LL5.-Jed
waran ferrorism, mmed agains gs
erstwhile mentoe?

The cross-Durand ruprare

Thee twis rouchs ol miliary dishies
tighlight a ruptare in the blarersl
relaonship at three levels.

First, at the: political kevel, between
Isdamahad and Kahl Though the ran
oouniries had differences duaring the
L5 war in Afghanistan during
00821, they were expected (o be bridged
when the Talibam captured Kabul

after the American exit in
2000, Instead, despite misriple moumds of
dialague, the bilateral relationstip has
only worseied. Pakistand Delence
Minisrers doclaration of &n “npen war”
on Afghanistan signifies a political
Fiptiipe,

Secand, there [s & rupsure besween
Pakistan's Estahlistment and the Talihan
leadlersbup. From the mid-1%450s, the
pudineciil ansd milisiry rise of thie Taliban
wontkl nut bave happened without the
Pakistan Estabishment's support.
Succrsshve miliiary and 151 chiefs

the Taliban. Today, under new
milicary and 151 lesdership in Pakkcan,
i Bk remains rupared. [slamatisd
waould not have declired an “open war®
willcin Rawalpindi's apgnoal

Third, there s a widening rupgure
between the people of Afghansszan and
Pakistan. During the last lew years, there
has heen an Inmense debate aver
deporting the Afghans, who bave arrived
In Pakistan during diferent phases, and
made the counery their home, Ever since
e currend Pakistani goversameent began
actively pushing them back, thene has
hesem an ingense resistance from
Afghanistan amd the Taliban, However,
wighin Pakisran, there was o major
socieal debirie, comtrary to the sies
peetion. Though a small section of
Pakistan seeks m biild corsereus an the
|ssue, [t remaing & minoricy woice, Beyond
the political amd military rupture acnoes
thie Murand Line, the socketal divide will
hauns the two nations for generations o
vame, 45 this alliance was fonged oaver

ceriuries.,

Keeping vight A Takban seowity personeel rides an armed sehick on the patskins of Jalalabad an February 26, &

Origins of the divide

In Augast 2021, when the 1.5, Jeft
Afghanistan arl the Taliban ook over
imnmediateh: alter that, the 151 ol was
amsong the first forein leaders oo visit
Kahul in Sepiember. In Rawalpindi, there
w3 sense of achievement that finally
their boys were hack in Kabul, and an
expectation that the relationsiip would
rapidly imgrene, Pakistan expecied Kabul
windd controd the
Tehrik-e-Talban-Pakistan (TTPy and that
thesy weould even foroe its leadership i
sarmenh,

O Ehe wrl.m:r a8 e dala wiialk]
prarve, thiere v AR

apgpresach towards the TTR. Afer bis exil.
and vnder the current Arm: chiel,
Pakistan shi#fied 1o a military approach
torwards. thee Talibam ad the TTP

Baslihes: this, Kabidl's suppart, of its
imabdlity tm congrol the TTE, is an
impurtart factor for the Gallcat. Howeer,
the diflierences between Pakistan's
Establishment and the Talihan started
much earlier, when Pakistan's Deep Stabe
i et pressure from ULS, Admical
Bbike Mullen's hard-bisting statemens that
the Tallan ithe Hacgjami netwark in

Wik |he veritabile arm of e
517 Though the 151 did not ghe up the
o beadership of the Talan and al
Caeda, several seovnd-rung kaders goo
arrested ar handed over to the LS. Wiile
thie LL5, secused the 151 of plaving a
double game, similar semiments grow
within the Taliban as well.

When the L5, woindered why Pakistan
weaes prrmwillingg to give up o thie Taliban
marry within Pakistan would cite
sontinhigfical reasoiis or the by seancding
s In the iribal reglons, they would s,

giving mefige ansd defending thar decision
was least undersmod by the West.
Perhaps, Pakistan ggoones or does not
WANE B0 ApQreciae thie sames reason todsy,
The Afghan Tallban do not wan inghe
up toxday's TTF members, who gave
refigge o i wliery ey were ruiiing
anx] hiding hefore 2001,

Another factor ix the khmic Staie in
EFsarasan for ol wanting o gve up the
TTI The Taliban - whether in

Different rribes amd sub-tribes fought
aloeg the Taliban and the TTP barmer
e podd i, 4 section sees the Islamic
Srate a5 a heiter banner and dendogically
eloser. Fur the Alghan Taliban, an
expaneson of the 15 Khinean is o higger
threant, heenoe it does mot want o
arilagomise the TTR

Babil also biames Pakistan for
externalising its internal threat. Given the
terrorist infrastrocture and the
icdenkogicsl sppoat buse within Pakistan,
it is mot going to be an easy task for the
political and military leadership o
adirnéss malancy within, However,
Inlaming Afghanistam and India would be
am eiEy stratepy o extermalise an imlernal
problem thar Pakistan bad cultivased
since the [580s, What now lies in taters &
it thie Paddsean-Taliban relationship
amd, more impomantly, the age-akd
soiietal links, akong wilkh Pakistan's
carefully cultvmied strasegic depih
narraire. For Pakistan, Afghanistan
should o be a
woudd want o avoid, % n&mm
refatineship would remain confict-prone.

Am unegual hattbefield

‘There is an inkerent asymmezry between
Pakisran and Afghandtan in terms of
miliary, eeomomic, and polivcal sirengihe
Miliarily, the Taliban is no maich o
Pakistan's armed forves. Withaout an air
farce ar naey, It can nirver fight an “apen

war™ wich Pakistan, While Pakistans &

Talthan has a limited arseral
den:piﬂdchHﬂ:n.Thlwhlm
% am epectation that drvie warfane
winiild prowckde a lewel playing field for the
Taliban, it coubd onky cover a Bmited
pergrraplyy, east ol the Duramd
Pakistan’s eonmomy has also

been facing challenpes, Afghanistan’s is
warse. As & landiocked coundry, it is
diependent on the Kamchi port for almost
everything. Om trace, Afghaniztan & more
depinden oif Pakistan and bl vioe
vers. Unless Afghanstan finds aliernaie
ruubes that oould brng goods in
subwtantial numders, Pakistan can
strangulane Afghandaan by closing the
[LITETER

Thee Taliban's global catreach i3 also
limsieed. Pakisran soday has 3 regional
chount, especially in West Asia, and the
currend headership Bas a befter eguation
withs U5, President Donald Trump.
Perhaps the new status of Mr. Trumg's
“poind gerseral” in Pakistan provides
Eawalpindi with maore space i he more
atventurous in the region than previous
ilicgry leschers. This woukd also meean
Pakistan can play iougher in negoclacions.

Gifven these asymmetries, if the Taliban
Peas ios respond, i would engage D nol-ao
“open wars” with Pakistan. Besides irs
willingness to control the TTI. the
Taliben's capacity and its sranegic
calculation would limit its resporse
widrvis what Pakistan wanis on the TTR.
What would this mean for che fumre of
Fakistan-Afghamistan relations and
stalslity acroes the Duraesd Line? & tough
queesrian for the twn connmries, and for
the regim.
ik Subxi Chivacdrrin & Profissor ausd D iv
the Setond of Canflier and Security Studies
af e Ntiewal Inchitmte of Advrmees
Sndes, Baigntaien, and heals MAS
Pakdsian Risdir

THE GIST

-

Escalating crik-bonder st
Ewtwmn Pakistan and

Afghsnitan sggose 8 wideming
political, miitary, and socktal
il dotvaen blamabad snd
M, disgiis parker Al
atdislogue and de-escalation

-

Dispashess aver th Manding of
o Tabrikeo-T alisas Palitin,
riing milltant pctivities in
Hiyher Pakhbunitwa, an:
Palisran's shift b.a miiany
appinich dipn mnInel
Eptwearn ihe mtabishrmest
andthe Takban l2adership

-

With elisar s ety in
military, sponomic, and
diplomatic strengih, e
conEntation pustes the
Bilatiral i ationgh
fragile ond corflict-prone
phase.
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France to increase nuclear warheads
to ensure destructive power: Macron

Associated Press
LILE LONGLE

French President Emma-
nuel Macron announced
Monday that France willin:
crease its number of nur
clear warheads from the
current level of below 300,
but did not give a fizure for
the Increase. It will Le the
first time France increases
fts muclear arseral since at
Jeast 1992,

“| have decided to in-
crease the numbers of war-
heads of our arsenal” Mr.
Macron said at a military
base at Llle Longue in
northwestern France that
hosts the country s hallistic
missile submarines. “My
tesponsihility is to ensure
that our deterrence main-
tains - and will mamtain in
the future - its assured
destructive power,” Mr.
Macron said.

Laying out deterrence plan: Emmanuz| Macon speaks at 2
military base at 'lle Longue in northwestem France on Monday. AFP

Mr. Macron's speech
was aimed at spelling out
how French nuclear wea-
pons fit into Europe’s se-
curity  amid  concerns
raised on the continent by
recurring tensions  with
115, President Donald
Trump.

European leaders have
woiced growing doubts
about U.S. commitments to

help defend Europe under
the so-called muclear um-
brella, a policy long intend-
ed to ensure that allies -
particularly NATO mem-
bers - are protected by
American nuclear forces in
the event of a threat,
France is the

dlear power in the Euro-
pean Union. “If we had to
use our arsenal, no state,

however powerful, could
shield itself from it, and no
state, however vast, would
recover from it,” Mr. Ma-
cron said.

Some European nations
have already taken up an
offer Mr. Macron made last
year w discuss France's
nuclear deterrence and
even associate European
parmers in  nudear
BXPTCISES.

Earlier this month, Ger-
min Chancellor Friedrich
Merz said he'd had “iritial
talks” with Mr. Macron on
the issue and had publicly
theorised about German
Air Force planes possibly
being used to carry French
nuclear bombs,

Mr. Macron has consis-
tently insisted any decision
to use France’s midear
weapans would remain on-
ly in the hands of the
French president.

On standby: INS Surat, as part of a regional maritime security
engagement, is currently in Bahrain. @NDIANNAVY X

[ndian ships ready
for humanitarian
operations: official

saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India is closely monitoring
the evolving security situa:
tion in parts of West Asia
following the recent escala
tion of tensions, with In-
dian Navy ships deployed
n the # lmf#
standby for ptmible hu-
manitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR)

A defence official on
Monday said develop:
ments are being tracked
“losely. “Under Operation
sankalp, two Indian Navy
ships [a frigate and a des:
Toyer] are already de:

ployed in the Gulf of Aden
and the Gulf of Oman.
They have been deployed
for anti-piracy operations
and the safety of merchant
vessels since 2019. If re-
quired, these ships could
be utilised for HADR oper-
ations, The Navy has prior
experience in such mis:
sions,” the official said.

The deployment under
Operation Sankalp was in-
itiated to safeguard Indian
flagged vessels and ensure
maritime security in the re-
gion amid rising threats to
commercial shipping.

The official said INS Su-
rat is currently in Bahrain
as part of a regional mari-
time security engagement.
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