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Ourstakesarehighin West Asia. Delhi
mustcall for diplomacy, de-escalation

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

STHE war ignired by the mis-
silessiriking Teqran on Febru-

ary 28 now entees its seventh

day, fr's cleat that it has shat-

tereda fragile segional order
andphungedtheglobalsconomy intoastate
of high-voltage uncertainty. Fot India, a
councrywhose energysecurityand million
of citizens are inextricably linked to the sta-
bityofthe Guf thisisnot Toreign news”. 1
isadirectthreattoour netionalinterests and
ol aspirations forgrowthard development,
Analysishavebeensimugglingtodiscern
acoherentlogte for this conflict. The tenets
ofinternational lavdon'tjustifyit: Thebed-
tockoftheUN Charteristespect for thesov-
etelgntyofstatesand theinviolabilityoftheir
borders;theuseof force isprohibited, There
dte narrow exceptions for selfdefence and
Seeurity Couneil authorisation, yet neither
condition hasheenmet. Toclaim “pre-emp-
tivegel-deferce” against  nation that was
actively engaged in the most promising -
plormatic negotiations ina decade is alegal
stretch, Compaunding this violation s the
preciselyconducted eliminationofthe heart
afthe Tranian leadership, shattering theun-
writter but long-respected convention that
headds of state and government are never
militarilytargeted inwarfare, Bydiscarding
this norm, the US and Tsrae! have not anly
distenrdad conventionbut risked chass. 1
gothimbelorehegntme President Danald

TrumpsaidofAyatollah Al Khamened, Any
future outcome rishs being marinated in
blood feuds ratherthan statesmanship.
The irony of“Epic Fury” is thatits pro-
claimed objective —dlenying lran anuclear
weapon — had, according to Oman medi-

o, already been achieved through on-

going diplomatic fiegotiations. Just days
before the strikes, significant progress had
beenteported in Geneva, with Iran nearing
ddeal iabjurenuclear weapons, freezeen-
tichment and hold zeto stockpiles of
Weapons-grade material, in exchange for
structuredsanctions reliel By choosingthe
battlefieldaver the boardtoom, the US and
Istael have signalled that diplomacyisa
dispensableonl totheoverarchinggoalof
tegitne change,

Howevet, higory remaing 2 harsh
teacher: Regime change istacely, if ever,
achievable from the air, While modern
Weaponry may possess the precision tode-
atroy fnfrastueture, it cannot bomb 1 new
gavernment into existence. Destroyinga
leadershiipfrom the airisonething building
an alternative in a country of 88 million
peoplequiteancther, The more ikely result
Iseither tegime reassertionundet ew pet-
conlities (noneofwhomseemelikelytotum
outto bean obliging Iranian version of Vene-
2uelz's Deley Rocirigues) o, wotse, a failed-
stalescenarioon amassive scale, creatinga
powervacuum farmore dangerous
thantheregimeitsoughttoreplace.

Theconsequencesofthisaction
arealreadybleedlingacross borders,

Questions persistabout the
strategiclogic ofunleashing

tiorms, effectively dragging the entire region
intoawartheydid notseek, Weriowfacethe
worrying prospectof firtherindiseriminate
retaliation by Iran and its proxies against
American interests and civiliang anywhere
inthe world, When aregime feelssurvival ls
alstake thedistincrion between miliary and
civiliantarmets vanishes

Theeconomie toll isequally stageering,
The closure of replonal airspace and the
Strait of Hormuz have sent shockwaves
throughglobal makets. Asasiznificant por-
tion of the world's seaborne ofl passes
throughthis choke point, prices havespiked
— 0tle hopes temporarily — from the pre-
war §65 towards 583 per barrel, and insur-
ancepremiaaresoaring, Gatarhas declared
fotee majeute and suspended its gas ship-
trenrs, alfectingfactones aroundtheworld,
Tran currently appeats intent on widening
The theatte of conflict inorder todisruprbe
MiddleEastscivil aviationhubs andstallbe
movereitofofln gas ot the ragion, -
culating that the economic shock, plusthe
damage wreaked onthie “safehaven” repuri-
tion of its thriving neighbouss, could per-
cuadeWashington to rein fn thefighting,

Uncomifortable questions persist about
thestrategiclogie of urtleashingvrar, Wasthis
gamble for regimechange inspired by ade-
sire tocreateanipolar West Asia, intearat
ing currently sanctioned Iranian oil into
world markets under & mote
friendlly government? Such a the-
ory is plausible, giver that the
stated reason, nuclear weapons,

Iranian realation hasnotbeen  War. Was this gambleforregime - g gy beensettedathene

confinedtothe primary aggressors,

sirikeshave it nelghbouringooun-
tries thatwerenotoverly hostileto
Tehran, These actions, going
beyond US bases, have caused
tragic casualties among the local
and foreign residents of those na-

changeinspiredbyadesireto  gotiaingtable indbecaseregime

createaunipolar West Asia,

integrating Iraniznoilinto

world marketsunder amore
friendly government?

changewouldachieve anumberof
broader geostratesic oblectives: Re-
duceRussiasenergyleverageover
Furope and dilute Chinasclout in
the region by pulling Iran and its
energy resources into the West's

orbit, But the escalation may ot unfold as
the United States and Israel expect, andthe
resulting instability s ikelytoinflict signifi-
cantdamage onevery aetor involved.

Tranisestimatedio haveenoughballisic
misstles for a couple af weels of fighting,
though halfirs missile launchersare said 1o
have beendestroyed and the remainder are
noteasytohicl fromthe ‘eyesinthesky” of
modern technology, How much lonoerthe
TR ani Tsraelcan sustain theirbarrageisun-
certaln, bur one clue sthat President Trunp
speaks of ending the war in four o five
weeks, The threatof American “bootsonthe
ground”seems 2 bluff, toegnal detarmin.
tionatherthan realintent Americatmay ac-
ceptasohutionshortofresime change— per-
haps a new government willing to seek
aecommodation — but such a prospect
seernshighlyunlikelyinthe cument climate
of escalarion, The lranian regime could sur-
vivelnadegraded state, promptinganesa of
proxyartacks, assassinations, lerrotismand
economic disauption.

Forlndla, the stakes are high Milliorsof
Tndians working in the Gulfnowface anun-
certain future, whilethousands of travellers
regriait cut off from transit hubs like Dubed,
though tecent evacuations ofstranded pas-
sengers haveeased thestrain, Ourdomestic
priotityof affordable oilis undermined,
threztening the very growth that fuels our
development efforts. India'scall forda-esca-
lationand diplomacy isa necessity, Our path
todevelopment requires peaceandstabllity
in our extended neighbourhood, Wemmist
lead the infernational community inde-
mandingthat themissiles yingin all direc-
tioraston, before the West Asian abyss prows
wideenough o engulfusall.

Thewriteris MP Lok Sabha andchaiman,
Ferfamentary Stancing Commites
o Ftemal Afairs
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In sinking of the Dena, a
Catch-22 for India

BaASKAR

Was India
unawareof
such
submarine
activity inits
proximate
waters? If yes,
this raises
further
questions on
the
compeleice
index of India’s
underwater
domain
awareness

HE SINKING of the Iranian
naval ship IRIS Dena by a Us
submarine inthe Indian Ocean
off Sri Lanka's coast, ininterna-
tional waters, on March 4,
raises awlward and complex political, di-
plomatic, and militaryquestions for India.

This act of war took place soon after TRIS
Dena participated in India’s International
Fleet Review (IFR) at Visakhapatnam in
Febrary, This was a major national mari-
time event graced by the Indian President
and has an inherent military symbolism.

Akin vo the ashwamedha yajna of old,
international flest reviews conducted by
major maritime powers are a demonstra-
tion of professional naval credibility and
an acknowledgement by the regionzl and
global peer group of the host nation’s sov-
erelgnty and primaey in the proximate
maritime domain.

Given that the Demawas sunk 40naut-
cal miles from Sri Lanka, the politico-diplo-
martic optics are embarrassing for [ndia. to
saytheleast. The related military gquestions
are also complex and discomiforting. Tha
Dena was sunk by a US naval nuclear-
powered submarine, Tt isbeing claimed as
the first such “kill” with a torpedo by an
American “boat™ since Workd War 11,

Delhiwill be ina Cateh-22 sitnation over
this issue, which raises two questicns: One,
was India unaware of such submarine activ-
ity in its proximate waters? [fyes, this raises
further questionson the competence index
of India's underwater domain awarensss.
Two, ilIndiawas avware ofsuch activity, was
Delhd informed fapprised of the proposed US
actionwhen the Deno departed Visakhapat-
nam for Iranian waters? An affirmarive
anawear 1o both questions could lead to dis-
cordant consequences for India, beth inthe
domestic and regional context. Hopefully,
more detadls will emerge (n the near future
about the sequence of events.

The 56 Lankan government and navy
are to beapplanded for swift search atd res-
cueand picking up the survivors. Thelatest
reports indicatethat the Indian Navy is co-
ordinaring with Sri Lanka to support the
rescue efforts, This is encouraging and in

keepingwith maritime protocols of rescile
operations alsea,

TheUs has justfied the torpedo attack
as one of targeting an enemy warship in
international waters. It will be furtherjus-
rified as rhere being no mercy in war.
However, American compliance with in-
ternational humanitarian law and the
maritime code regarding saving lives at
524 15 A Zrey zone when it comes to what
happened to the Dena, My sense is that
this will be debated in professional circles
for along time.

It is nobody's case that an attacking
submarine should loiter o pick up surviv-
ors. Butifthe seenariowere flipped — had
aUsplatform been in similarly dire straits
and there were Americansurvivors al sea
Lo be picked up — what would the Indian
and regional responge have been? The
rrore critieal falloun of the Dera sinking
i5 that a regional wat, which was geo-
graphically limited and confined to air
prowet and missile strikes, has now becn
expanded tothe global maritime domain.

The [ndian Ocean region has eritieal
global shipping lanes, including ones for
hydrocarbon/energy imports used by all
the major Asian economies. India imports
almost BR per cent of its crude oil, which
transits these sea lines and is vulnerable
to escalation. Wider conflict spillover
could disrupt sealinesof comumunication,
raise insurance costs, and trigger rerout-
ing, thereby impacting India's economy
and energy security.

India has always been wary of major
power conflicts spreading into the South
Asian neighbourhood. There is a sense of
Lneasy d&avuabout Iran. The Iranian Bev-
olution and the Sovier invasion of Afshanis-
ran, both in 1979, rodled the region for dac-
ades. The probabilicy that the Denn s the
rrigger for sormething similar carmot be ruled
oLt A dispassionate discussion in India and
with the affected regional nations is war-
ranted, The sinking of the Dene should not
hecome a polarising debate in India.

The writer is director, Society far
Prlicy Studlies. New Defhi
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Post-war Iran could
be more revanchist

-

MolasMMED Avoon

HE BATTLE Far Iran's soul

has mest prahably hesn
Ghjettrea heatiach g

ar

Tran as enumerared by 115

Fresident Donald Trump are achieved,

the endgume in all will tam

roim That jm-
azined InWashingon

A major objective as articulated by
TN W b
the Bk Repmtii: io paee che way for
pegume change. This has been achaeved
panially. Cran's Supes me Leader, Ayvaal-
lah AL Khanoe i, as wellas several ofhis
trusted l=utenants, have been killed .
Therets Bl desbt thi thie el esmpal gn
has the capacity to destroy what ligtle is
ledt of Izn's mudear producton anden-
richment capabilities over the next fow
werle, Iran's missile and drone stocks ore
likely i be exhansted anddor destroyesd
within the next couple of weelks. Tehran's
I0m- L Alles sty as Fegballah and
‘Hamas are in s hdisrepatr that they ore
unlikehy wo tke part significanthy o arme
Iniilitary Camgeagzn in chi near fanane, The
Houthis In Yemen are too engaged fighe-
Ingoffthedrlocal enemies and too far
R 10 ke any differonce, Therelore,
it = highly likely that Trump and ko=l
bl Perrganuin Mearna hoewill declare vic-
vory i T wocie.

Where will this keave Ian? The e are
only wo possi hitmies. FisE ookl | s
Trannchace with multiple Bciions Ml
Ingover its carc s, especialy sinceihere

ol of the levers of state power and im-
pose s rube over the whole conngry or ot
Jesast Tioa1 of i Foepdme chramge har woulkd
b ME & g -AmieFLCan Sreap o oWt
dioes vt apgeenr o he & real poasThiliy.

Bevond, and the more prehable
scendrie, i that of an Tran rising from
the ashesand vowing retribution. Trere
i pveral good Fessoms why thiswill be
e oureome

alone, It would peed bhundreds of thou-
sands af American boots an the grewnd
1o achieve this goal. Thisoption has neser
bes=m o the tubde in Wizhingten.

Two Irans not s, IF hasa long s
ey ofststehood ard has existed seaumi-

fled eniity more or less within (o5 curvent
pergraphical contours ST BASTSnGS e
Léth century with the establishment of
e Safawid Empiss. It s rroechar Iran aiso
harmEnaeivy pofpulalors, e pocialy il
Azeris, the Kurds and the Babuch. Hioew-
el th AxeTis are well integrated o
the Perslan cofe. The Sapaeme Leader,
llah Ehamenei. was. an Azeri him-
asweresome ocher lnding figures in
e EEemETEnr rnd the cTpestion. The
Tehram bazaar, the principal sconamic
Institutsan imthe capital, is doeminaned by
Aozeri businessmen, T Kands and the
Eaduch hare much amalher
Iivein mreas, ond are ioono
posrion wdeerahiise chemme, Consider-
Trgg thvese feces, I iecleartls che Persian
cemire will okl

The questions that chet arss gnela)
who will come ol e Tranian cencrear
end of the air war and (b} will the new
muilers of Tran ke willing o follos Amerl-
rarrlsreli dikiats. The socoessorsof the
present regime are likehy to be bandline
mullfmry fguees. They are lke'hy co sumvve
with the mast acube sense of peseniment
apanst the bumilation beaped on [an
hecause they were sxpectsd to be the
gummdians of mtional dignity and state se-
curry. Ohne can almost take it for granted
that it would be anevanchist regionz.

T weatikd mon b difticuln fox the suc-
ressorregimes o deflect criticis mtowsads
thie Amerizans and [2nes heemse of the
suflering inf beved om the Teanian popula-
thon by fumenica’s “waralchoice” wsd the
sonomic travalls the people have sud-
lered] because ol sanctions

When crosses the bound-
aries of olemnce, Icproduces a reactlon
thar aften tranghres into revamnchlam
Iran is a highly likely candidate bor such
a reaction. The ondy beneficiary of this
campalgn will be Tsrael heeause iowill
ke it impossible in the sbard tern for
Iman. o leved the playing Beld in 1orms of
nuclearweaponscapatiling.

Butwill an Iran bemtan resenge be in
Americn’sandthe reglon’s Interestinthe
Joig vermn? Policyimakers In Washingron
slwiili e pomckened et Thils qusslon
very serioishrhefore maldng the decisinn
Tovarmack Tesn with Che poal of cverinee-
Tz e e TG ISR TSmO ETS
and ins Arab allies will hove to deal with
AN ultranstionalisn and resandhie Tean
et an ng the humilkarion in-
flicted wepom Lt by the adr This
T 1Bty o bn cresse th alreaily
present m strong messure o est s,
affecting anzong other things il and gas
suipplhes oo Che pestal the woild.

The wrier 5 univeratydsangasheg
prodessor pme s of Infernatione
Relatipns, Michgan State Linvars ty

Military success
won’t bring stability

‘?
SWAMBYATHAN

N HINDGIGHT, the jodnt munck iy
ke Unined Sraces and Braelan iran
isnot a sudken escalation bat the
cudmamatian af develapmsnts un-
Fedding For nearly s decade meking
Eher co T Dmerdn e
In 2018, President Donald ]
e the VS [
- hbnd o dﬂm
ALE L | A0 e
e ek programim e remained pesoedi A
e i, e WP weas flnatinning effisc:
Ehrehy with theln-
mmrﬂm!nmhgwﬂm
certifyirgs that [ran was complying with
dllqannanldulllblum.ra.uwuﬂn-
rmalredwichin peacehal s, SR
heringinihe snrichment celfing of 357 per
cent, maintained its uranium stockpile
below 3080 kg, and restric fed the number
anid bypeof centrifuges inoperition. Semifi-
artly in XI5, kram shapped oot appnoi-
kgofurantum endchedio 0

Trursp angued that the PO ded pat
permaneTtly prevent kan from aoquirting
i ek wespora A hed [aiked voaddes
Iran's batllst: missdie poogramTes of isre-
pianal arthvies, whach Washington char-
acterisel &3 scane-sponaored rermorism
thuongh progiess wiyas Heebolbal Hamas,
and others The TS withdrmal amd che sk
s -l e el Enerions merod
a tuming point. I graduality ceased ad-
herng to s commitments. By Tune 3105,
._u- 5 mﬁ;] 3 - ..‘ .mhhlr
Earmum| peroent purnty, a level

M S nder IAT Al H

At thesame e, Inm's regmmal postion
v undergoing significant crosan. Mot
oy o] Teame] Brillier d evecnating kesseson
Hamss, i Al decimsted Hexbollsh in 1e-
benon. The collapse of the Assad|
Sy [ Degembe 2024 depriead Eran ofa
EEy aestegic ally, Thiss  Iran's abiliny wo fins-
i powercstemalhy-was shamphy reduced,
lerving crdythe Hiambes invem enand oer-
raim rnilanias in 1eeg 65 EnEDAOm l.‘l"l-ﬂlill-
Duemoe.
Jun 20035 eHpas o ll'uJ.u:-nI
im the katter’s 2o defence systens. |sousl
sirike Irnwithy e, tanp=ting
iy Enfriet ey e ] mnbsalle sies, cre
atingconditions fordirect US inbervention.
In Opesration Midmight Hammer, the
Uniied States drepped bumker-tmster
vt o [eamian nuchesr Eacibitios,

Thismarfoed the firstdivect US atnck oo
[ran s ieariary, For decades, SUGSESIVRTIS
administrations had refrained from sach
actiom, despurme the hostage crisis in 1979
whin desens of Amarhean diplonars son
el cayptivees for more than 400 days. Lthe
A Bl letlliad 242 Ameni-

beimbiriz that

s military permonne], and Imn's theraric,
particulary s repeted chanteof “Death to
Amwerion arsd Dot to el

Alttsvughs TRImp declared thit [mn's
marclear progzramme had been oblitersted.
quesnians persisted reganding che whene
ahotraolihe counry = aockpileod uramium
sl [RERe [Soanoemesyer it mis-

2y, "R g g [0 gmerchve
diptomacy, Ceploving subsiangal miliary
fraaers choe e Tran and bradening negot-
aroms o [ncide missdie mesrioens, de-
spite the dd=ar unde cstanding that Iran
wondd neves willingly surmender what lo
viewed & ibs primary deterrent azainst Is-
redi attack. The s e 2l conc=ssions of-
tered by Iren s nio Lmpace, anc war b
camy=imereil=hle Ahough regime chiarge
las beenart iculaied asa US ohjsctive, its

Thamp:
IBliBek oo SILRIve. M ojals Bhamened. e
sb-year-old som of the late Avatollab
Ehanen, is emerging re te frooronner
Tabegnne e Suprame Leader

Tz huen an and moaterial voll for the US
has pet been subetantial so far She LS mill-
rary persnn nel Favee boen Killed. Tranhes
|aumched munzerous misciles and drones
agalns Fened and 1S posinons, bon moes
herva b om | natoreo ). The rame of Tesmisn
e Loysches isdeclnmz, lsmeboralian
crsualites remain limited, with appensxd
mnanely 10 demhe, wihile six famalivies hove
beetn reprted in Gull couniries

wrmsels hmoe
been sk, Incloding o warship in biems-
chomal wecers ¢ Sel Lamks itz 1)
mrte that 50 per cent of ran's missile
Lermmncines erve Dnner e strcryel. VR Tesn a1-
ik g e GOl me phibode msulin thenar-
malisstionoftheirrelatdonswich Israel and
e Furuhse 7-E08 P om e TRIME-Span-

translste mic [asing political stability. The
o itk prood sensewill prevad toeod
thie Fecs (i 4 sl

Thes wrtte s fovemer goveraor of lodands the
A tona! A mme Ensoy Agency [IAE
Wenna seoiformer ambassadcr to Egy!
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RAHUL NIGAM

ACROSS CAMPUSES today, the message o
studentsis unmistakable: Learn Al or risk
Deingleftbehind. Vet thequestion remains:
Forhowlongwilltoday'stools be fomarrow’s
advantage? The frameworks students
master intheirfirst yearoften ook different
bythetimetheygraduate. Programming en-
vironments evolve, libraries are rewritten,
and entire platforms disappear. In aworld
where Alsystems cangeneratecode, design
architectures, and optimise complex work-
flows with minimal oversight, theshelflife
ofnarrowlytechnical trainingis shrinking.

Mligning educationwith emergingtech-
nologiesis both sensible and necessary. The
difficulty begins when responsiveness to

InAlera teachscience nottools

market demand displaces foundational
leaming. A curriculumshaped prinarily by
employabiltycanproducegraduates whose
expertise is bound to current platforms
ratherthan dureble intellectual frameworks,
Whatenduresacrosstechnologicalcycles
is the ability to reason from fundamentals.
Scientifictraining developsthedisciplineto
identify assumptions, trace causality; testli-
mits, distinguish correlation from mechan-
ism, andaskwhetheran answeris plausible.
Asautomationexpands, the premiumshifts
from implementation to judgement, And
judgementisformed over years of grappling
not only with equations but also with the
constraints those equations must respect.
Technological successtodayisoftennar-
rated in terms of software breakthroughs
and algorithmic advances, Yet, ven fields
that appear purely computational remain
shaped by physical limits, Nations that lead

in Al'today built thelr capabilities on sus-
tained investmentin findamental research
long before Al became commercially
fashionable. Technological dominance has
rarely been the outcome of short-term skill
training alone. The current Al surge stands
on foundations laid in lahoratories that
valued curiosity asmuch asapplicarion.
This global pattern also has local impli-
cations, Formany years, the Indian IT story
was built onbecomingthe world'sexecution
engine, That mode] created large-scale emr
ployment and strengthened the middle
class. Yet, it wasalso heavily dependent on
routine and process-(riven work, and rou-
tine is what Al is beginning to absorb effi-
clently. If universities continue producing
engineerstrained mainlytooperateexisting
platforms, theyrisktvingstudent fituresto
ashrinking seament of the value chain. The
next phase of growth will not come from

singroolsmoreefficientybut from design-
ing new ones, whichwould requite moving
from execution toinvention.

The central questionaroundeducation,
then, is which intellectual foundation re-
mains reliableacross decadesoftechnologi-
calupheaval. Mastery of current tools may
open the first door, but mastery of prin-
ciples determines how many doors remain
open thereafter,

The argument is not against modern
skillsbut againstreducing education totran-
sienttechnicalproficiency. Technologjes will
continuetoevolveat an accelerating speed.
Thelaws governingeneray. matter, stability,
and causality will not. An edueation
groundedin those enduring principles pre-
paresstudents for repeated reinventionina
worldwhere changeis the only constant,

The wiiter is associate professor at BITS Pilani
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TRUMP HAS ASSURED POLITICALRISK INSURANCE TO VESSELS TRANSITING STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Indiain talks with US on risk
insurance to energy cargoes

SukalpSharma
New Delhi, March 5

THE GOVERNMENT Isin talks
withithe UnitedStates on politi-
cal riskinsurance and guaran-
tees that President Donald
Trump promisad to merchant
wessels, particulatly energy car-
goes, transiting the Strait of
Hormuz where vessel traffic
has come to a standstill amid
the ongoing contlict in West
Asla, a senlor government offl-
clal said Thursday.

Cargo movement through
theSLratofHounuz—atr]mnl
chokepoint for global energ
flows— effectively came to a
halt after [ean warned of attacks
on ships, with most Insurers
and vessels avoiding getting in-
volved in the prevailing ex-
tremely high-risk environ-
ment. A bulk of India’soil and
gas supplies pass through the
Strait of Hormuz —fhenarmow
waterway between Iran and
Oman that connects the Per-
sla_llﬂu]fwiﬂlﬂﬂc—u]ﬁiﬁman

In recent months, oughly
2.5-2.7 million barrels per day
{bpd) of India’s crude imports
— accounting for around half
of the country’s total il im-
ports — have transited the
Strait, mainly from Irag, Savdi
Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait.

"l‘he lﬂnger-term average is
A0%.

gest consumerof crude ol with
an impost dependency level of
over 88k,

The country depends on
liquefied natural gas (LMG) to
meeet roughly halfof its natural
gas needs, and Around Balfof
India’s LNG imports come
through Hormuz, As for LPG,
the bulk of India’s demand is
met thiough imports, and over
S0%of (hese vollmes come via

In all, approximately one-
fifth of global liquid petoleum
consumption and global LNG

A bulk of India's oil and gas supplies passes through the Strait of Hormuz, a waterway on which cargo
movement has now come to a standstillafter attack on Iran. soures

trade flows through the water-
way. "We are trving to under-
standthe American proposal...
itwould require themto havea
corpus of several hundred mil-
lion dollarstomake sucha plan
work Butthegood thing isthat
peopk aretalking toeachother
onthisissue,”said asenior gov-
ernment official, who did nat
wish to be identified.

“Effective IMMEDMATELY.]
have orderedthe United States
Development Finance Corpor-
ation(DFC) toprovide, atavery
reasonable price, political risk
Insurance and tees for
the Financial Security of ALL
Maritime Trade, especially
Energy, traveling through the
Gulf Thiswillbe available toal
Shlppmﬂ Lines.

"If necessary, the United
States Navy will beginescorting
tankers through the Strait of
Hormuz, as soon as possible,
No matter what, the United
States will ensure the FREE
FLOW of ENERGY to the
WORLD, The United States’
ECONOMIC and MILITARY

MIGHT is the GREATEST ON
EARTH — More actions to
COImE, Tnmpmmiypumed
on Triuth Social. Following
Trump'’s announcement, the
DFC said that it was ready to
mobilise itspolitical risk insur-
ance and guarantee products oo
"stabilise international com-
merce and support Ametican
andallied businesses operating
In the Middle East during this
period of conflict with the lra-
nian regime",

In a press release, the DFC
said, "Acting under the stra-
tegic guidance of President
Trump and Secretary (Scott)
Bezsent, DFC is closely moni-
toring how certain sectors—
maritime trade and energy in
particular — are being im-
pacted by the current confiict
in the Middle East and the lra-
nian regime's actions.

DFC will offer support to
commerclal shipping chat-
terets, shipdwners, and key
madﬂmehsum providers
to minimise market dis-
ruptions and help ensure the

fiee flow of goods and capital.”

According to soutces inthe
know, the government and In-
dian oil and gas companies are
incontactwith all International
suppliers, including national
oil companies and even large
traders like Vitol, Trafigura,
and ADNOC Trading, to saurce
additional volumes of crudeoil
and LPG from their interna-
tonal portfolios in view of the
West Asla conflict, even as the
country iz in a *eomforahla”
position to prevent any near-
term supply shortage when it
comesto major fuels like petrol.
diesel, and LPG.

They assuredthat Indizisin
acomfortable position with re-
gard to oil and fuel stocks and
there wasno needat present o
ration fuels.

They also ruled out any In:
crease inretail fuel prices for
the time being. While India is
currently estimated 1o have
audeull:ndruﬂ.ﬁmiﬂiﬁrm
Ieast six fo eight weeks, the
country’s cushion s thinner
when it comes to LNG as addi-

tional ING stockpiling is sig-
nificantly morz challenging
than crude oil and petrolenm
fuels.

India, thewordd's fourh-lar-
gest LNG impaorter, is actively
scouting for additional LNG
cargoes from other spurce mar-
kets. Some concern is already
visible in the namral gassector
due to the West Asia corflict.

India’s largest LNG im-
purter‘?ﬂ.l'ﬂﬂetl‘.NGhaslmM
force majeure noticestoltskey
supplier QatarEnergy, and its
pif-takers in India. Moreover,
QatarEnergy hes also issued a
notice indicating a potential
force majeure due to the con-
flict, which has forced the LNG
producer to halt production.

Matural gas supplies to
some sectors inIndia have al-
ready been reduced in the an-
ticipation of tighter LNG de-
liveries. Government sources
indicated that if the sitnation
worsens, repriontisationofsec-
toral gas allecation may be
undertaken to ensure that the
critical sectors don't suffer for
wantof fuel. Some sectors can
also switch to aliemative fuels,
they said. Domestic natural gas
isallocated to various sectors—
like city gas distribution, ferti-
lisers, and power— based ot a
pricritylist.

Petronet LNG has long-term
contracts to buy 8.5 million
tonnes pet annm {mipa) of
Qatari ING.

Tt also buys additional LNG
volumes from Qatar from the
spot market, Other Indian oil
and gas companies also buy
LNG from the UAE. Tnall Tnidta

hnpﬂnsmmdﬂmqmﬂm

bm.mesqaldijhdm COTELIMES
around 195 million standard
cubic metres per day (msemd)
of natural gas, half of which
comes [ the fonn of imported
LNG, and 60 mscmd I8 eur-
rently not avallable due to the
c:lnmueud'ﬂmamjton-hnmn
arﬂﬂleﬁnmmﬂeumsmplw&
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Protecting women’s rights amid conflict and instability

our midst. Observed globally on March 8, the

day has evolved rom its early 20th century
labour roots into a leading platform for
deliberating on women's rights, celebrating
achievements and demanding concrete action
toward gender equality. Oficially recognized by
the United Nations (UN) in 1977, the day continues
to serve as both a celebration and a call to action.

lmemalional Women’s Day is once again in

Rights, justice and action

For 2026, the UN has chosen “Rights, Justice,
Action: For All Women and Girls” as the global
theme for International Women's Day. While
these words resonace powerfully, affirming
women's rights to equality and justice, the reality
remains far from supportive of translating this
(heme nto a practical programme. The
unpleasant truth is that this ambitious call for
action is against the ominous backdrop of a world
marked by conflict, displacement, economic
instability and political uncertainty. Multiple wars
and conflicts are raging in several parts of the
warld,

Relentless targeted attacks by warring nations
have already cleimed so many lives and caused
the destruction of several strategic Iocations.
Those killed include a large number of women
and children. What s worse, insiead of
de-escalation, we are witnessing a hardening of
positions on all sides, with no early cessation of
hostilities in sight.

What do these conflicts portend for living
conditions and rights of women and children?

Gendler equality is not a privilege but a
fimcamental human right. Bt it s easier said
then done, more so in a world facing multiple
crises in which women and children are the most
vulnerable. Research and field studies have
clearly established that women and girls sufter
disproportionately in wars. Conflict and
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theme urgent

insecurity dramatically escalate incidents of
gender-based violence, food insecurity, restricted
mobility or forced displacement, disruption of
families, loss of livelihood, breakdawn of social
support systems and lack of access to health care
and education, Women trapped in conflict zones
are also targeted as a straiegy of war. Rapeand
sexual violence against women have been
committed during wars since ancient times o
subjugate and humiliate the enery.

Many women also suffer mental health issues
such as depression, anxiety and post-traumatic
stress disorder. The side-lining of women in
peace talks and reconstruction processes further
reduces their chances of addressing
these problems.

Promises but no progress /
Acknowledging the disproportionate
impact of armed conflict on wormen
and girls, the UN Security Council, on
October 31, 2000, unanimously
adopted the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security. [t was affirmed in
this historic resolution that women must be
protected during conflicts and included actively
in peacebuilding processes, Yet, the gap between
commiments and implementarion continues (o
remain wide. While a few countries have
developed national action plans to implement
Resolution 1325, no tangible change is noticed on
the ground.

In fact, the conditions for women and children
have worsened over these decades, Inequalities
have become mare acute in many places, with
wars and political instability further weakening
the institutions for the protection of women. The
UN Secretary-General Report on Women, Peace
and Security for 2025 categorically states that the
world is experiencing the highest number of

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY

active conflicts since 1946, resulting in
unprecedented risks and suffering for women
and girls, The report adds that nearly 676 million
women live within 50 kilometres of deadly
conflicts, the highest leve! since the 19905,
Civilian casualties among women and children
quadrupled when compared to the previous
two-year period. Conflictrelated sexual violenca
increased by 87% in two years.

Moreaver, despite overwhelming evidence that
WOMEN's paiticipation makes peace more
durable, they remain largely excluded from
decision-making. [n2024, nine out of 10 peace
processes had no women negotiators, with

women making up just 7% of
negotiators and 14% of mediators
globally. This is despite the research
consistently showlng that peace
agreements are more durable when
women are meaning{ully involved in
these processes,

Rights require action
Women, being important stakeholders
as well as victims of war, should be
given equal opportunity to participate in talks
and other processes. Women's collectives and
global bodies should also play a more
action-oriented role nstead of confining.
:themselwes o slogans and conferences. Women :
ind children in conflict zones should be I
rotected from violence and sexual exploitation. |
fIn fact, helping them with food, education, hea'th)
care, financial assistance and also emotional !
sugport s the duty of othersikebolders as well.
This underscores why the 207 emphasis on
rights and justice is both urgent and essential,
making International Women's Day more than 2
calendar date and a reminder that protecting
women’s rights amid condlict and instability isa
collective responsibilicy.
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