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Waris waged asspectacle, We have
devised new strategies of moral evasion

HENUSSectetaryofWar

Pete Hegseth spoke of

causing “death and de-

struction fromthe skyall

day long” inTran, it was
not simply an aggressive summons to
havoc or an apocalyptic prophecy. Inten-
tionallyornot, it was a reminder of the utter
global moral vaid of this moment.

Allwars are terrible. But thisIsrael-US-
Tran war, perhaps more than most, seems
to have been unleashed with the sole ob-
jective of perpetuating its own fury. This
warexiststoachievenoaim, Itis notawar
toconqueror Liberate. Evengrantingitthe
purpose of weakening Iran is granting it
toomuchdignity, Its real aim is simply the
continuation of itsown violence, The war
is about performance: An expression of
power rather than an instrument for ra-
tional purposes. If it has a purpose, it is
only this: To test the next generation of
technology — missiles, AL targeting sys-
tems, cyber warfate,

Thatiswhythe questions weare asking
aboutthiswar miss the point. Did weleamn
thelessons of Iraq?Wasthere a plan forthe
day after? Why does the stated objective
keepshifting: [sit denuclearisation, regime
change, or the break-up of Tran? What can
alr power alone achieve? Did youanticipate
thatTran would climbthe escalatory ladder
andtrytoimposesevere economiccosts on
its neighbours?

These questions presume thatthe war
hascoherent purposes. Butthe modusop-
erandi of the Trump administration has
been the nihilistic display of power and

spectacle, shifting from one theatre to
another, It will break every international
law imaginableand flout hard-won preced-
ents: Assassinating heads of state, sinking
defenceless shipsreturning fromgoodwill
missions without waming. The list will go
on. The response will simply be the nihil-

power that the US wishad to wage did not
needareason. Theyonly neededapretext.
Tran simply provided it. Iran has now re-
sponded, in a final act of desperation, by
tryingto raise the costsof war by drawing
therest of the worldinto theconflict. It has
embraced the (esperate version of

istsversonoftia mmonalliiecrankl,  Pparap  PremklymydearIdontgiveadann.
my dear,Tdon't give adamn.” M And thenthereis the rest of the world,
The overweeﬁiing nihilism of American Briaxu Mera with its own paralytic version of the same
andIstaeli military power — we will strike tefrain. The moral stunting ofthe current
anywhere and anytime with impunity — crop of world leaders i astonishing.
has met its counterpart in the nihilism of Watching Keir Starmer. Emmanuiel Mac-
desperation embodied by the Iranian re- ron, and Friedrich Merz exude confusion
gime. The US and Iran have, to put it about their stand on the war is like watch-
mildly, acomplicated history. Itan became ing childrentrip over themselves because
vulnerable in the way countries oftendo their shoelaces have been tied together.
when they become the object of excessive The Gulf monarchies are hardly better.
American attention, It responded by cul: Mohammed bin Salman in Saudi Arabia
tivating proxies, pursuing 4 miclear pro- and Mohammed bin Zayed in the UAE,
gramme, and presenting itself as an ideo- after years of senseless proxy wars from
logical vanguard. The regime was Sudan to Yemen, have left their regimes
politically odious. But it also convertedits ideologically hollow. Their mixture of in:
defensiveness and insecurity intoa nibil- gratiatingthemselves with the West, while
ismofits own. Inretrospect, what is strik- clamping down ontheirown civil societies
ing about Iran’s strategy of survival is that since the Arab Spring, has produced
it, too, failed tocalibrate ends and means. leaders who no longer know what they
After Hamas's brutal attack ons- stand for.
rael, Iran turned out to be a power . rarand oftha Prime Minister Narendra
wihalbakandlibioral oS operandiofthe et Thiswerh
its sound and fury, acountry with Trumpadministration has revealed the degree to which

a simulacrum of defence. Iran, it
appears, was the perfect tarcet,
notbecause it posed animminent
threat, but because it was inca-
pableof posingmuchofone atall

Its performative bluff had long
been called out. The wars of

been the nihilistic display of
power,fromonetheatre to
another. It will break every

international law imaginable

andflout hard-won precedents

India has become asupplicant to
American demands. If one be-
lievesthatModi'sembrace of Net-
anyahu or India’s tongue-tied si-
lence has anything to do with
protectingthe Indian diasporain
the Gulf one is simply in denial

about the vacuous reorientation of India’s
foreign policy. China, meanwhile, appears
paralysed. Part of this may be quiet satis-
faction at watching the US inflict ancther
wound uponitself, But more likely, it re-
flects adeeper limitation: For allitspower
ina bilateral contest with the US, China
still canriot lead an international coalition
for peace, or against atrocity. The
easiest adaptive preference becomes the
same refrain: “Frankly, my dear, [ don't
givea damn."

Inthe US, there is resistance within the
Democratic Party. Butit takes the easy ref-
uge of procedural virtue, and debatesover
Congress's war powers. Perhaps theyoung
have been chastened by the repressive
powers of the state we saw deployed against
protestslast year. We hiave all devised new
strategies of moral evasion.

The real obscenity of this moment is
not simply the war itself: it is the normal-
isation of a world in which war has be-
come performance. But ifthe great powers
have chosen nihilism, the rest of the world
still has a choice. The task nowis notto
take sides in this theatre of destruction,
but to refuse the premise that the will to
violence must dictate the terms of politics.
What is required is states willing to say
that aimless wars waged as spectacle,
fought to test technologies, will not be
legitimised by silence, Or else the chorus
of thisdying civilisation will be: “Frankly,
my dear, we did not give adamn.”

Thewniteris contributing editor,
The ndian Fpress
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Bracing for a crisis that
ooes beyond oil

N2022-23, after Russia’s invasion of Uliraine, India'scurrent

account deficit (CAD) hita10-year high of $671 billion, amid

skyrocketingglobaloil, fertiliserand food prices. But the situ-

ation was relatively manageable, thanks to net capital in-
flows of $579 hillion and some drawdown of official foreign ex-
change reserves. As international commuodity prices eased and
India started buying discounted Russian crude, the CAD nar-
rowed to$26.1 billion, even as net capital flows soared to$39.8 bil-
lion, in 2023-24. The US-Israel versusIran war offers nosuch relief.
Capirtal flows fell to $18 billion in 2024-25 and have rurmed negarive
(minus $581 million) for the April-December 2025 period. India,
thus, had a capital account problem before this war began: For-
eign portfolio investors made net sales of $18.9 billion in Indian
equities last vear and $3.8billion so far in 2026.

The current war, moreover, unlike Russia-Ukraine, is being
fought far closer to home. India’s exports of goods to the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) and other West Asian countries wete
valued at over $65.5 billion, and imports, mainly of petroleum
and fertilisers, at $154.6 billionin 202425 Further, there arenearly
89 million overseas Indiansin the six GCC statesalone and they
account forsome 38 per cent of the private remittances of $1354
billion received by the country during the last fiscal. The GCC
countries have also emerged as a major source of foreign direct
investmentinto India, across sectors, from energy and infrastruc-
ture to retail and datacentres. Given the level of integration and
Aow of goods, labour and capital, any cataclysmic event in this
region has huge consequences for India. The impact would be
both on merchandise trade (especially from higherimported oil
and gas prices) and invisibles (from lower temittance receipts),
adding to the already weak capital flows.

India will seek to soften the blow for now by sourcing more
Russian oil; thar would have happened even without the 30-day
“temporary waiver” from US sanctions. But this is a crisis that
2pes beyond oil, with the potential for dislocation far greater than
from Russia-Ukraine. West Asiais today partofIndia’s extended
neighbourhood, vital to its energy security and hosting a massive
diaspora contributing equally to the region’s development and
economicstability to families back home. India cannot afford to
be indifferent. The Narendra Modi government must take the
Opposition and Parliament into confidence, like it did during
Covid and Operation Sindoor.




S‘ IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

SanskritillAS

GS 3: INDIAN ECONOMY

INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE: 20

New GDP series:
Distance to $5-tn
target increases

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES
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LAST WEEE the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Iryprbermeen Lt ion (MMosP1 ) came out with new e
estimates, The GO, the market price of all “final” goods
and services prodwced wlithin India, shows the
Boanamy s size Hroad by, the Egper the econamy, the
EoTe acountry is.

GDOp hanve to be refreshed from time to tims
becaise every econemy gooes through several changes —
sach == the prices people pay, Uhe goods ancd services they

e e, Be. In e ieew serles, D022 -23 §s The nerw
hase year for GDP calculations. KGSFD
“ﬂ'm:muﬁ in some time, will
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e e Uhree B ppe s thkeawinys Lroan Lhe new GDP serkes

Size of the ecornory:

T eaisting estimates of India's GDP were bigger
than the new ones o wnstnees, MoSPLnow cstimates
hst Imilia’s GEFP er 20022-23 wis RS 261 akh crore sl ot
Be260 skl orors. Sl milarly, For che current Hmancial
verar, India's GEN* is not B8 357 lakh crore but BRs 545 lakh
erone. This change hasimplications all around.
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US. ‘allows’ India to buy Russian oil for 30 days

Qil from Russia may no longer be available at a
discount, with Beijing competing for supplies

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he US. Treasury
T Department on Fri

day issued an order
that would “allow” India to
import Russian il for 30
days, U.S. Treasury Secre
tary Seott Bessent said
while sharing the order on
X

Analysts say this will
help mitigate the spike in
the price of oil and delays
in oil shipments to import-
dependent [ndia.

However, government
sources confirmed that
Russian oil may no longer
come at a discount and
that China was also com-
peting for it. The govern
ment is eurrently studying
the legal order, they
added.

Mr. Bessent said the US.
was granting [ndia this re-
prieve to “alleviate pres
sure caused by Iran's at-
tempt to take global energy
hostage™.

“This deliberately short-

term measure will not pro-
vide significant financial
benefit to the Russian go-
vernment as it only author-
ises transactions involving
oil already stranded at
sea,” Mr. Bessent said.

The price of Brent crude
has Increased to nearly $88
a barrel, a jump of about
200 in aweek.

Global oil supplies are
currently constrained due
to Iran’s blockade of the
Strait of Hormz and tank-
ers avoiding the region due
to the conflict.

This comes at a time
when the Indian govern-
ment has made assurances
that the country has adeq-
uate amotunts of crude o,
petrol and diesel in re-
serve, According to sourc-
es, India currently has 25
days of crude ofl in re-
serve, and 25 days of petrol
and diesel each.

Current status

A previous analysis by The
Hindu of the latest preli-
minary data from the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and

Congress slams
Centre over LS.
remarks

NEW DELHI

Criticising the Centre over U.S.
remarks, the Congress on
Friday said it is “deaply
humiliating for Indle's
sovereignty”. Congress
president Mallkarjun Kharge,
ina poston X, alleged that
ndia’s strategic autonomy and
national scvereignty are under
dire threat “because PM
[Narendra Modi] is getting
blackmailed on Epstein files
and Adani case”. » PAGE 5

Industry shows that India
imported  $1.98  billion
worth of crude oil from
Russia in January 2026, the
month before India and
the U.S. issued a joint state-
ment about an interim
trade agreement between
the two countries. This
was the lowest in 44
months,

As a result of this, Rus-
sia's share in Indian ol im-

India has 25 days of crude ofl in reserve, and
25 days of petrol and diesel each, sources say

RUSSla Asnapshot of

£ Key shipping
+ _ India's current ] 1]
aga| N olstuation Over
National of India’s
fuel reserve ol comes via the
50 da S Russis-te-ingia  Straitof
y dlmﬂ ormuz
of total fuel in stock Shipments
v typically take r
Reserve breakdown 25-40 days Ay
sdaysofcudecls  toarive ;

25 days of petrol/diesel

Russian oil imports
value(Jan, 2026):

$1.98 bn. §

-3 44-manth low

ports fell to 19.3% in Janu-
ary 2026, the lowest since
December 2022. In compa-
rison, Russia’s share was
27.5% two months earlier,
and 33% in May 2025.
“Considering more than
55% of India’s oil imports
pass through the Strait of
Hormuz, elevated price
and delays will stretch In-
dia's ol bill ($1L.5bn/
month) unless India ramps

up imports from Russia
(19% currently versus 43%
inJuly 2024),” M Financial
Services said in a note.

Itadded that, in the “ex-
treme” scenario of Brent
crude prices breaching the
$90 per barrel mark, In-
dia’s current account defi-
cit (CAD) could stretch to
1.4% of GDP, and the rupee
could depreciate to $95 per
US. dollar,

Consumers told
touse cooking
fuel judiciously

CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on LPG
supplies for both domestic and
commercial consumars, the
public has been advised to use
the fuel judiciously. Single
bottie domestic consumers will
be allowed to make fresh
bookings only after 21 days
from the date of [ast booking,
Commercial consumers using
19 kg cylinders were told they
will ot bre given supplies,
solirces said. » PAGE 11

Moody's also pointed
out that India stands out
among the Jarge Asian eco-
nomies that rely on crude
and LNG from West Asia
East due to its high share of
West Asian crude among
total oil imports, and pres-
sure from the ULS. to eutits
energy imports  from
Russia.

“Costly energy imports
would weaken the rupee,

Global oil supplies are currently constrained
due to Iran's blockade of the Strait of Hormuz

raise inflation, worsen the
current account balance
and complicate monetary
policy as well as fiscal man-
agerment if they lead to ex-
panded subsidies to help
offset  the  economic
shock,” Moody’s said.

The sources in the go-
vernment, however, said
that Indian refiners have
sourced more crude stocks
from other parts of the
world than what is current-
ly stuck in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

[n his post, Mr. Bessent
further said that “India is
an essential partner of the
United States”, and that
the U.S. anticipates that In-
dia will “ramp up” pur-
chases of U.S. oil.

Data show that [ndia has
been increasing its imports
from the US. over the past
few months. That is, India
imported  $1L6  billion
worth of erude oil from the
US. between April 2025
and January 2026, which is
32% higher than in the
same period of the pre-
vious financial year.




GS3: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Balancing innovation with women’s digital safety

he conversation around artificial
T intelligence (AI) has taken centre stage,

and after the India Al Tmpact Summit
2026, inFebruary, India’s engagement with Al
ias heightened. While there is enoughto
appreciate how the world has transformed in
terms of technology and innovation, on the
occasion of International Women's Day 2026
(March §), the need s to focus on “ethical A" and
women's digital safety.

With a steady rise in accessible Internet,
women are continuously bearing the brunt of
digital threats and humiliation. About 16%-38% of
warnen have faced online harassment and abuse,
anumber that could rise further, Even as one in
three women face physical or sexual violence,
abuse against women has now crossed physical
boundaries and geographies.

In the physical world, women can take @
“degree of precaution”, though never foolproct,
to protect themselves. But in the digital world,
protecting oneself from harm, doxxing and abuse
is significantly difficult. This is driven by
technology's deep integration into daily ffe and
the anonymity that the digital world affords the
perpetrators of abuse,

This is the deepfake era
The rise of deepfakes and the recent Grok Al
issite are a case in point, Deepfakes are digitally
altered images, audio, or videos created using Al
that appear as though someone has said or done
something they never actually did. Grok AL an Al
chatbot developed by ¥AL is being used to
generate non-consensual sexualised images of
womer.

In India, women endure deep inequalities and
widespread violence. With the use of Al and
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Prachi Dutta

is a corporate lawyer
licensed in New York
and India, advises
companies and funds,
and serves as an
Adjunct Professor at
Jindal Clobal Law
School and Shiv
Nadar University

Ensuring the
digital safety

of women must
guide Al
development
and its

ethical use

access to deepfake technologies, the traditional
and societal restraints of unacceptable behaviour
melt away due to online anonymity, While one is
not denouncing the use of Al and technology, the
dialogue around the ethical use of ALis
paramount now more than ever.

No women developers
One of the major concernsabout Aland a lack of
women's digital safety is the lack of
representation of women at the stage of designing
Al'took. According to a report by UN Women,
many deepfake tools - mostly built hy men -
rarely work on images of men. Accordingto the
United Nations Development Programme,
women make up only 22% of Al
professionals and below 14% work at
senor levels.

This lack of women's representation
at the stage of Al development leads to
fewer diverse viewpoints shaping

innovetion. Research suggests that with users are children, one must accept
more women and diversity in Al INTERNATIONAL ~ thatthey are “digital natives™ who aré
development teams, the overall WOMEN'S DAY dependent on the web. Therefore, the
effectiveness and applicability of Al emphasis on digital safety being taught
increases, It has been proposed by UNWomen | at an elementary level to children is more crucial
thatif there are more women researchersin AL | than ever. Children and young adults must be
then the unique lived experiences of women can | sensitised to the issue of digital abuse and Al
“profoundly shape the theoretical foundations of | misuse as seriously as the issue of sexual and
technology” and open new applicationsof the | physical abuse.

technology”. When thisis achieved and diverse
expertise is integrated in Al development, the
hope s that Al supports and weaves in women as
equal stakeholders in the digital world. This
should help in creating safer online spaces and
technologies, including swiftly removing harmful
content and responding effectively to abuse at the
source.

Stronger laws to ensure prompt investigations
into the unethical use of Al are key to ethical Al
use. While Indian legislation attempts to do its bit
toaddress online abuse, implementation is far
from prompt.

The new notification introduced by the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology directs that online intermediaries
must take down reports of deepfakes within three
hours of receiving a takedown notice.
Notwithstanding the criticism of the new
guidelines and the strong review process, the
hopeis that these guidelines are a step towards
strengthening legislation to protect women from
irreparable harm caused by unethical AHike

deepfakes.

Start young

Athirdway to address the unethical
use of ALs to address the issue at the
| ground level. As one in three Internet

Resisting technological change, especially to
AL is futile and is not a sustainable solution as its
integration into daily life is inevitable. However,
on the occasion of International Women's Day
2026, prioritising women's digital safety and
ethical AT useis essential so that wommen are not
left bearing the brunt of advancement and
technology.
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Boots vs Bots: the task of finding
fighters for the new American war

MNEWS ANALYSIS

Varghese K. George

A ceremonial event to ho-
nour American veterans at
the White House, and the
war of nerves between the
Pentagon and Al giant An-
thropic over the control
and deployment of autono-
mOoUs Weapens systems
amid the new West Asia
war launched by the LULS.
and Israel are connected
by a shared question —
where to find the fighters.

On March 2, three sol-
diers ~ Retired Command
Sgt. Maj. Terry P. Richard-
som, honoured for saving
85 fellow soldiers under
enemy fire in Vietnam;
Master Sgt. Roderick W.
Edmonds, posthumonsly
recognised for shielding
Jewish prisoners of war
from Nazi guards in the Se-
cond World War; and Staff
Sgt. Michael H. Ollis, pos-
thumously honoured for
absorbing a suicide bom-
ber’s blast to save a Polish
officer in Afghanistan —
were gwarded the Medal of
Honor by President Do
nald X

However, the classic
transfiguration of a sol-
dier's death into an act of
valour depends on a socie
ty willing to receive it. In
the US., the cult of indivi-
dualism iz celebrated by
the state and society alike.
Social media has made the
cost-henefit  analvsis  of
wars more democratic,
and the loss of American
lives is difficult to defend.

The question of who
fights and who profits from
wars has become an open
public argument in the LL5.
The manner in which war
supporters were skewered
by online influencers after
many of them praised the
sacrifice of the six Ameri-

All hanads: An Uncle 5am American military recruitment poster used
extensively in the World Wars to attract recruits. AFP

can soldiers killed in *Oper-
a.tlDI'l Epic Fury” is instruc-
Ve, The vertical
pmmlda of sacrifice for
the nation — spoken by
strategic elites in the name
of national interest — is se-
verely challenged, and
there is no restoring that
narrative in the U.5. In con-
trast, consider the death of
Avatollah Ali Khamenei,
the Supreme Leader of
Iran, who possibly wanted
it that way: in Shia theolo-
gy, revenge, sacrifice and
martyrdom are integral.

Size of LS. military

After the U.S. discontinued
mandatory draft in 1973,
the stalling of s volunary
military has gone through
many policy questions and
challenges. Currently, the
size of the U.5. military is
the lowest in its history —
from 12.2 million during
the Second World War to
1.4 million at the end of the
Cold War to 1.1 million
now. In 2018, a study esti-
mated that 77% of young
adults in the 1.5, are inelig-
ible to serve, disqualified
by obesity, educational
deficits, criminal records,
or drug use. After several
years of falling short of re-
cruitrment targets, the LS.
military had a good vear in
2025, meeting them only
after substantial pay in-

creases and the introduc-
tion of preparatory courses
for recruits who could not
meet baseline academic or
fitness standards.

the measures
the U.S. tried in order to
work arund its recruit-
ment challenges was priva-
tisation of war itself: more
than half of the personnel

not even tracked by the
Pentagon. The LU.S. has
long offered non-citizens
an expedited path to nam-
ralisation through military
service; between 2011 and
2015, the Army would have
faifled s active-dury re-
cruitment goals in nearly
every year without non-ci-
tizen cnlistments. As of
early 2024, more than
40,000 foreign nationals
wera serving in active and
reserve components of the
armed forces, with an esti-
mated 115,000 foreig-
born veterans living in the
.5, From 2008 to 2016,
under the Military Acces-
sions Vital to the National
Interest programme, the
L.S. recruited non-citizens
with critical language and
medical skills from abroad
in exchange for an expedit-
ed path to citizenship, en-
listing over 10,000 before
it was wound down on na-

tional security grounds.

Motivating  people to
give up their lives is no ea-
sy task, and capitalist =o-
cieties find it harder than
most. It is the lower end of
the middle class who en-
lists, and it is poorer re-
gions and communities
that recruiters target. The
richest are not sending
their children to the battle-
field. Religious warriors
fight for the afterlife, cur-
rency that individualism
lacks. Where the pursuit of
individual  happiness i
both means and end, a sol-
dier's work becomes, in
material terms, just a job -
like any other.

The mechanisms of war
become a matter of public
imterest and domestic pol-
itics primarily through hu-
man casualties. This ques-
tion — of American soldiers
fighting wars they do not
necessarily need o, or be-
nefit from — has been cen-
tral to the anti-war argu-
ment that now turms out to
have been mere theatre in
Mr. Trump's America First
nationalism.

America First national-
ism complicated the sol-
dier identity in UL5. society
by undermining non-ci-
zen drafting. The fusion of
citizen and soldier has
been a classic American
ideal, but capitalism had
dealt with reality through
its own mechanisms of re-
ward — war contracting,
and the drafting of non-ci-
tizens with the promise of
citizenship. The prospect
of machine soldiers offers
the possibility of complete-
ly delinking the fighter
from the domestic political
process, making war a
whaolly technological, capi-
talist enterprise. Nobody
will mourn for the ma-
chines; the President will
not be required to read
speeches in their honour.
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911 calls capture tales of tears, torment
at largest detention facility in the U.S.

ICE operatinns across the LS. Tave miled commumities, separated families and created a culture of fear: mass arrests have swelled detention cenires:

emergency calls at one such facility, Camp East Montana, reveal ‘inhuman’ conditions: the camp was 1000% wiorse than a prison, adetainee says

Assnciated Press
EL PASD, TEXAS

he wlls w 91

ponred in fram

staff at East
Montana in Tm:,uge fa-
ton's largest IS, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment detention Lata
rate ufm]yumfamfur
{ve months, each I own
talle of pain and despair.

A man sobs after being
assaulted by another desai-
nee. Another bangs his
head against the wall after
AXressing anicidal
thoughts. A pregnant wo-
man complains of severe
back pain and also has
COTANavirus,

“Every day felt like a
week. Every week felt like a
monte Every month el
like a year) said Owen
Ramsingh, a former pro-
perty manager inMissouri,
who spentseveral weeks In
the camp before his depor-
tation in February to the
Netherlands. “Camp Fast
Montana  was  LDOOY%
worse than a prison.”

Fuelled by billions of
dollarsin new funding, ICE
operations across the na-
tion have roiled communi
ties, separated familiss and
credted a culture of fear in
pursuit of President Do-
nald Trump's vow to rid
the country of unauthor-
isedd migrants.

The mass arrests have
swelled derention centres,
and set ICE off on a nation-
al chase for space to ware-
house those who have
been apprehended rar

Camp squaler: A satellite image shows the large white tents and steel fencing at Camp East Mont&na,
an immigrart detention rantre huilt by the Trump administration outside E Fagn, Texas. ap

from the “worst of the
worst™ that M. Trump
vowed to deport, the data
from ICE show that 80% at
the camp had no criminal
record.

Camp East Montana
lnoks like 3 pop up villaze,
with six long tents along a
stretch of the Chihuahuan
Desert outside El Paso at
the U5, Army base Fort
Bliss, once the site of anin-
fernment camp for Japa-
nese  Americans  during
Warld War Two.

The detainees describe
4 camp where an average
of about 3,000 people
have lived per day in loud

ind ummtar{ quarters.
The centre will be closed to
visiuors undl at beast March
19 becausz of a measles
putbreak, according io LS,
Represzntative  Veronica
Escobar.

Detainezs struggle to
obtain - medicaton  and
health care, lose concemn-
ing amounts of weight be-
cause of a lack of food, and
live in fear of security
puards known to use force
to put down disturbances.
The ceilings in the window-
less tenits leak when It rains
and they anly see sunlight
during brief outings once
or twice a week to a

cramped recreation vard.

Disturhing portrait

Like other detainess,
Ramsirgh said that bet-
ween cleanings the rooms,
restrooms and  showers
were often filthy and infest-
ed withinsects. He said de-
lainees stole others' food
bEC:I.'LISE EWT}\OI'.IE was
hungry due i the small
and sometimes inedible
meals, which led to fights,

and the conditions took a
toll o his mental health,

At one point ha said he
averheard a security guard
talking about bets made
amang thestaff over which
detainee would be next to
die by suicide. The talk was
particularly jarring, he
sald, becanse he had con-
templated suicide himself.

Mr. Ramsingh said he
heard of the betting pool
after January 3, when ICE
said sccurity guards res
ponded afier a 55vear-old
Cuban man tried to harm
himself and then used
handeuffs and force w res-
train him. A medical exa-
miner ruled that Geraldo
Lumas Campos’s death was
a lomicide caused by
asphyria.

On January 14, staff re-
ported that a 36-vear-cld
Nicaraguan man died by

suicide days after he was
detained.

In acdition to those cas-
es, detainess attempted to
harm themsalves while sx-
presing suicidal ideations
on at least six other occa-
sions that resulted in S11
calls, according to records
from the City of E| Paso ob-
tained under the Texas pu-
blic Information Law.

The Department of [o-
meland  Security  (DHS)
said the faciliry's medical
staff “closely monitars at-
risk detainees,” provides
mental health treatment
and tries to prevent suicide
attempts.

Mr. Ramsingh was a le
gal permanent resident
brought tothe LLS. atages,
when his Dutch mom mar-
rieda US, service member,
He married a 1S, citizenin
2015, But at the age of 45,
immigration  autherities
detained him. They deed a
drug  conviction  from
when he was 16 vears old,
for which he served prison
time derades ago.

Cther medical emergen-
ces included  seimures,
chest and heart problems,
according to a review of
130 calls made after the
CAMP's npening in mid-Au-
gust through January 20.

“It's not easy in here,
psychologically,” said de-
tainee Roland Kusi, 31, who
said he flad Cameroon in
2022 to escape political
vinlence,

Immigration authorities
arrested him in Chicago at
an appointment with his
wife, a member of the Ar-

my National Guard, to re-
gister ther mariage in
pursuit of legal residency
for him.

A Cuban immigrant in
his 505 said he requested
to receive his medication
for diabetes, high blood
pressure and an enlirgsd
prostate during asivwesk
detention at Camp East
Montara but It never ar-
rived. Desperate, the man
said he once refused to
Ieave living quarters when
@ cleaning crew came. An
immigration official offered
him Thupraten, and urged
him to consider leaving for
another country.

The detainees, mostly
male, come from all over
the world. Some have lived
in the LS. for decades.

The camp is intended
for short-tsrm stays. The
average stay there is only
nine days, according 1o ICE
data, but some detainees
have been kept for months
amid court cases or logisti-
cal issues,

Advocates for detainees
and some members of Con-
press have called for the
camy's closure, citinginhu-
mane conditions.

“This facility should not

be aperational. Tt feels like
this contractor is reinvent-
ing the wheel, and people
are losing their lives in
their experiment,” said Fs-
cohar, 2 Demacrat from EL
Paso who has toured the
camy several limes.
(This story includes discus-
sion of swicide. For those in
distress, counsellivg is awail-
able ar TeleMANAS-14416)
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