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Auto-settlement okayed
by EPFO: What is the status

ofinoperative accounts?

Aanchal Magarine
Mew I, Marck 7

THE EMPLOYEES' Provident

Fund CrzansasiofilEFFONhEE

ing idle for over 20 year< T
its latest [ 1i%th) mesting on
Monctny iManch 20, EPFOS Can-
tra Roand of Thstess decided
1o sciciress this ssue by ghving s

formEn-ssttlementof such

mad

moperative accoumnts, imialky
fior thinse with unclaimed hal-
ance of s 1000 or l=sx, to their
e stered] Eank acocounis, what
areinoperative acooumts under
EPFL and howcoes the retire-
mert fund hady plan to process

« EPFO INOPERATIVE ACCOUNTS

Armount-wise analysis:

Slabrwise Mo, of inoperative |Inoperative| AmMount | Amount
amount(inRs) | accounts (in lakhs) | accounts |(INRsCr) (im %)
[UptS0000 | 1943 0244% |11A00 2083
50,000 o 1lakh ' .22 J.83% a48.24 8.33
[1LakhinSLakh | (T 2804  [1EB458 (RS
£ Lakia 510 Lakk [ 0.35% | 77362 | 760
|Bbows 10 Lokh | 013 039% (455357 4473
Total ' an.ea 00% | 10,081 100

ECARCE EMT

withnearly Bs 568 crore will he
cowvered in this phase, and
hased on the pllot's resules, it 1s
then planmead to be extencled to

claim auto-settlement for  acomintswith balahees above
them?™ We expilain ws | oo, Uinder the pilot pro-
What are inoperative j.:m' mﬂumm.; ﬁmu h.hﬂ.-&l
accounts? Aacdhaar-seeded and EPFO-
Inaperative acconnts are ke Bank Socounts without
those EFFaccounts inwhichno  requiring fresh clalmsor doc-
mtenest scredited mentatlan 1his is expectad to
fhed sim the ess of claims
0 mmmlw p!frmmpm1 for such in-
have retired after the operative Accounts, as
age of 55 years, an EFF members need not
accrumnt is reated asin- E P umdrtake any action on
ifnoonnt it their gide to recenathelr
= received for 3 dues.
,_,..,_'._..:,‘_.. What is thestatus of
SSyearsofageorfromthedate  (roperalive accounts?
of retirement, whichever i To put thingsin perspactive,

Xt 1 the member ishelow the
age of 55 and there has heen no
contribution. such EPF ac-
counts condimue toearm inter-
est Hll theageof 58

Asper the datashared inthe
Anart mesting, thenes are LRI
Imkchysch imoperative scooumts
AMMUINTTZ T RS 10151 cvore as
on March 31. 2025 TTis ex-

chades mtemmatonsl workers

What did the Board
decide?

The Bosrd approved a pilot
project for auto-initiation of
claimssttiement inthe inoper-
ative EPFD accounts with an-
clammed balances of Es LOOD0 ar
less. Ower 1.33 lakh accounts

FPFC has a total of 27.05 lakh
astablishments under is pur-
view with 34 facroremembers,
ot of which there are 798 1akh
contributing establishments
and 7R3 croare active contriba-
timg memibers. [t has s consoli-
dated corpaes of over Bs 28,34
lakh crove [OFEhS oAl 31,83
lakh inoperative accounts,

1290 lakh f40.52%) are
ative forover 5-10 years an
amount of B8 3402, 25 crone,

sSome &93 lakh scoounts
217550 with an amouant of Bs
LIME. 20 crore are lving idle for
over 20 years, whereas 4.42
lakh acoounts [15.12%) having
B=s 2.336.32 Ccrore are inoper-
ative forower 3-5vears

In terms of amount, 29,43
lakh acoonines hav-
1:;!!!1.111 reflecting

o RS SO0 —
the:ulenﬂmmmwlnm
value accounts. However, in
vahwtenms, st 14 inoper-
athve accounts carrving bal-
ances above 25 10 lakh have a
total of Ks 4553.57 crore of
locked-in amount. EFFO has
carred out a KYC analysis of
s1ch Inoperat Ve acconines, as
the first plios phase will seethe
Imitiation of anto-settlement
for the KyC and Aadhaar-
seaded accounts only. As on
Fabruary Zl this year. underthe
categary of accounts with bal-
Ance up to ks L0, there are
1.33 lakh aadhaar-verified in-
opaerative accounts holding a
total balance of Bs 5.68 Crore
and .23 lakh aadhaar-verifled
andd hank-verfied inoperative
accounts holding a total bal-
ance of Bs 1,09 crore

A pllot study 15 already
imdarway in 10 egional offices.
undler which random samples
from the category of “up to
Re 5010007 have heen selectad
for valdation of member PE
halancedata by field offices.

For Inoperarive acoounts
with balance owver Bs LIEH and
above, there are 6.8 lakh
Aadhaar-verifled accounts
holding & total balance of
K& 521242 crore and 2.31 lakh
Aadhaar and bank-verified
accounts holding a balance of
Hs A MR35 0mre.
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West Asia conflict puts
$11.8 bn worth of farm
exports at risk: GTRI

Press Trust of India
New Delki March7

INDIA'S AGRI and food prod-
ucts exporta worth $11.8 hillion
10 West Asia are art risk as the
conflict in the region is disrupt-

ing shipping routes, raising in-
surance costs and creating un-

certainty inlogistics, think tank
GTRI said on Saturday.

In 2025, India exported
about $11.8 billion of agricul-
tural and food productssuch as
cereals, fruits, vegetables, dairy
products, and spices to West
Asia, accounting for 21 8% of In-
dia's total exports in thissector.

“The Gulf region's geo-
graphic proximirtyand largeex-
patriate Indian population
have historically made it a
natural market for India’s food
EXpPOTLs.

“However, the contlict in
the region is disrupting ship-
ping routes, raising insurance
costs and creating uncertainty
in logistics,” the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said.

India exported $748 billion
of cereals, fruits, vegetables and

gpices toWest Asia in 2025, with
the region accounting for
29.2% of India's global exports
inthis category.

Keyshipments include rice,
bananas, onions and veg-
etables, pulses, nuts, coffee, tea
and a wide range of spices.

“Rice faces the largest po-
tential impact. India exported
$4.43 billion of rice to West
Asia, accounting for 36.7% ofits
global rice exports, making Gulf
markets crucial for producers
in Punjab, Harvana, Uttar Pra-
desh, Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana,” GTRI Founder Ajay
Srivastava said.

The ecountry exported
bananas worth $396.5 million
and onions and garlic worth
$111 million last year to thar re-
gion, which includes the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Bahrain,
among others.

India’s agricultural exports
havedeveloped a deep depend-
ence on West Asian markets
over the past decade, particu-
larly for products such as rice,
bananas, spices, meat and
dairy products.
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IRAN'S SUPREME leader Ava-
tollah Ali Hosseini Khamenei's
representative in India Abdul
Majic Hakim Elahi speaks 1o
Asad Rehman onthe scenario
inWest Asfasincethe US-Israel
combine attacked Iran and
Eilled i3 supreme leader, He
givesan insight intothe pround
situationin Iran, what's in store
for the people and how he sees
India’s response to the situ-
ation. Edited excerprs:

What can you tell us about
the situation in Iran...

The martyrdom of Ayaral-
lah EKhamenei has moved
peopleacrossthe world — Asia,
Europe, America, Africa... Some
peaple were tellingusit is like
reswrrection or theday ofjudge-
ment. As soon as people heard
about the martyrdom, they
started demonstratinns against
the US... asking for the reasor.
Everyonewas shocked... an 86-
vear-old man was killed with-
out any reason, he didn't com-
it any sin or injustios,

What isthescale of
devastation in Iran due
tothe Us-Israel combine’s
strikes since March 17

Since Sunday (March1juntil
now, thosewhocame outonthe
streets havenot gone back. They
are demanding retaliation for
the martyrdom of Ayatollah
Khamenei. The second thing is
thatunfortunately ourenernies

AMID SPIRALLING CONFLICT IN WEST ASIA

‘We are attacking US bases, not
neighbours; India-Iran relations deep’

don't haveany humanity armao-
rals. They attacked a primary
schoal and killed girls aged be-
ween7and 12, When the bodies
werebeing gathered, they again
atacked theschool... twice they
attacked the sameschool.

Twodays ago, they amacked
maryscheols, hospitals, univer-
altes, researchcentres,, Noneof
Lhese places weremilitary bases
or housad police.., all of then
were civilian spaces, [ recelved
news from my relatives that
peoplewere killed inthedrshops,
inscheols, hospitals... We doex-
pectthis fromtherm... wewillbe
surprised seeing humanity and
morals from their side.

Whatwasthe reason for
the attack?

The US had attacked
Alghanistan, Syria, Iraq, and
now Iran. They attacked Leba-
non, Libya and very soon, they
will attack some other coun-
tries, This is preparation for
something theysee happening
— the power will shift away
from the US... Russia will gain
power, sowill Indiaand China,
Americadoesn’t wan( parner-
ship in power in the world.
Ameriea wants to be the only
power centre in the world.

What is happening with
regard to the anointment
of the new Supreme Leader
inlIran?Isthe delay tactical
considering the UShas

. EXPRESS
mtery 'IE“_'

ABDULMAJIDHAKIMELAHI
AYATOLLAH ALIHOSSEI| KHAMENETS
REPRESENTATIVE IMINDIA

already said that itwill go
afterwhoever becomes the
next supreme leader?
According to our Constitu-
tion, when the supteme leader
diesorisn'tqualified tolead the
country, a group of BB elected
experts and jurists choose the
next leader. In the current eir-
cumstances, they couldnt
gatherinone place tovote fora
NEw supreme leader, By next
week, they will nominate
someoneand ifthe LS wantsto
kill the new supreme leader,
then we will choose another
one... and then another one.
Youcan'tkill 90 million people.
Because 90 million people
are ready to be killed for their
dignity, country and for hu-
manity. They will not submit
themselves to the US or
Trump... Intheabsence of a su-
preme leader, there isa council
ofthree leaders who lead the

country. The group of (38
leaders) have to gather to
choose the next leader and that
hasn't happened because the
US and Israel can attack them.
These are sensitive times,
hence the delay.

How do you defend the
artacks by Iranon its
neighbours in West Asia?
Yo know America isn't onr
neighbour. Thereje adistance of
morethan 6,000 miles between
America and Iran. If the US
wants to attack [ran, it needs
bases. Ameticaestablishesbases
in the Persian Gulf countries —
Arab countries; The US uses
thesebases toattack Iran. Before
thiswar, Iran wrote to the coun-
triesthat they shouldn'tsupport
Americato attack us. Before his
martyrdom, Avatollah Kharme-
nei mentioned thatifthewaroc-
curs, itwill not be Iran's alone, it
will span the region. So, we were
amackedby the US bt tsaireraft
take off from whare? Not from
Ametica,.. but fromthe basesin
our neighbourhood, When at-
tacked, what could [rando?
Ithad two options: firstto
submit to the US; let them di-
vide the country ntofive parts,
let them steal our wealth and ldll
the majority of our people. The
second was to defend till the last
drop of blood. Iran chose the
gecond option and artacked the
UShases intheneighbourhood.
The neighbours should respect

Iranand not let the Usnsetheir
land against Iran. We are attack-
ing the U3 bases, not our nejgh-
bours. We don't have achoice,

How do vou view
India’s response tothe
ongoing conflict?

The ofIndianswas
overwhelming, As soon asthe
news of the martyrdom of the
supreme leader spread, 1 re-
ceived alotol Indians in my of-
fice who expressed solidarity;
and they wete not just Muslims.
Regarding the Indian govern-
ment, [ haven't checked the
statement of the Indian govern-
ment, [don't know about itas |
have been busy. On the first
night [of the attack], Tkncw that
the Indian Foreign minister had
called his counterpart in Iran.

India’s Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misrisigned the
book of condolence at Ira-
nian embassy Thursday.
The Opposition parties in
India have accused the
government of a delayed
response. Do you agree?

Mo, it wasn't late. Because
vesterday was the first day
whenthe condolence bookwas
opened. 1 appreciate it. It was
very good. The reladonshipbe-
tween India and Iran is very
deep. [ am sure it will continue
like that. Ayatollah Khamenei
loved Indiavery much and was
supporting India,
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Won't strike neighbours, won't surrender: Iran

Will attack nearby nations only if triggered, says
Pezeshkian, stressing Iran never planned invasion

Stanly Johm
CHENNAL

soud Pezeshkian said
on Saturday that Teh-
ran would o longer target
its neighbouring countries
in West Asia unless attacks
originated from their terri-
fory, However, he vowed
that Iran would not surren-
der in s war againgt the
1.8, and Israel, even as US.
President Donald Trump
claimed Iran was “heing
beaten to hell” while threa:
tening to intensify strikes.,
As the war entered its
cighth day, [sracl and the
US. carried out strikes
across the [slamic Repu
blic, particularly targeting
the country's Air Fores,
while Tehran fired at least
eight missile salvos at Is-
rael since midnight. Sever-
al Arah countries were tar-
geted in drone and missile
attacks despite Mr. Pezesh-
kian's remarks,
“an - has  never
planned, nor will ever

l ranian President Ma-

U.S. President says Iran s ‘being beaten to hell’
Donald Trump threatens to intensify strikes

Shock attack: A videagrab shows smake rising frem the Dubal International Alrport inthe UAE en
Saturday during attacks from Iran. AP

plan, an invasion of any
neighbour,” M. Pezesh-
kian said in & televised ad-
dress, “We aim w work
hand-in-hand  with  our
dear brothers and neigh-
hours in the region to esta-
hlish lasting peace and sta-
bility,” he noted. He said
that Tehran's interim lea-
dership council has decid-

ed that neighbouring coun:
tries would not be targeted
“unless those  countries
launch an attack on us;’
stale media reported.
Iran's Khatam al-Anhiya
Army headquarters said in
a statement that Tehrar
respects the sovereignty of
neighbouring  countries
and has not carried out

any act of aggression
against them. “However,
all military bases and! inter-
ests belonging to the crimi:
nal US. and the Israeli re-
gime o land, atsea, andin
air across the region will be
considered legitimate tar-
gets of powerful strikes by
Iran's Armed Forces,” the
Statement added.

On Friday, Mr. Trump
had ruled out a deal with
Iran's leadership and de-
manded  “unconditional
surrender®, Mr. Pezesh:
kian insisted this would
never happen. “The ene-
mies will take the dream of
Iran's surrender to thelr
grave,” he said, as per a
translation of the speechin
the state media,

Later, he wrote 4 serles
of social media posts de-
lending Iran's military res-
ponse. “We stand firm 1o
the last breath in defence
of our country and resist,
Iran's defensive operations
are exclusively against tar-
gets and facilities that are
{he origin and source of ag:
gresalve actions against the
Iranian nation, and we
consider them legitimate
fargets,” he said,

On Saturday, Mr. Trump
claimed that Iran was “be-
ing beaten to hell” and had
“surrendered” and pro-
mised not to attack its
neighbours. “This promise
was only made because of

the relentless US. and Is-
raeli artack. They were
looking to take over and
rule the Middle East, It is
the first time that [ran has
ever lost, in thousands of
years, to surrounding Mid-
dle Eastern Countries,” he
wrote in a socal media
post. The US. Central
Command said that US,
forces have struck over
3,000 targets in the first
week of Operation Epic Fu-
ry, adding that “we are not
slowing down”

Continuing strikes

Neither side signalled any
sign of de-escalation, even
as attacks and counter-at-
tacks continued through-
out the day. The Israeli De-
fence Forces claimed to
have destroyed at least 16
Quds Force plmes in
strikes, Iran fired waves of
missiles targeting central
Israel, but Isral has re-
ported that there were no
injuries. An [ranian Army
spokesperson said on Sa-
turday, "220 Ametican sok

As the war entered eighth day, Israel and U.S.
carry out strikes across the Islamic Republic

diers and commanders
have been killed or wound-
ed and significant damage
has been inflicted on
American assels in the re-
gion in retaliatory attacks
by the lranian Armed Fore-
€3 over the past 24 hours”
The Revolutionary Guards
also said they had targeted
a Marshal Islandsflagged
oil tanker in the Persian
Gulf waters.

Iran's Foreign Minister
Abbas Arzghehi accused
the US. of attacking a
reshwater ~ desalination
plant on Qeshm Island.
“Attacking [rans infras-
tructure is a dangerous
move with grave conse:
quences. The U, set this
precedent, not Iran,” he
said.

Dubal's main airport
was forced t briefly close
on Saturday as [ran again
launched  missiles and
drones at targets across the
Gulf,

RELATED REPORTS ON
HPAGES 3412
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Over two-fold rise in breast
cancer incidence in 30 years

Estimates show breast cancer incidence in India at 294 per LO0000 women in 2023; experts

highlight gaps in access to treamment, calling for regular screening to ensure early detection

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLEATA

he incidence of
Thrr_as[ cancer in In-
dia has more than

doubled owver the past
three decades, experts said
at an international oncolo-
gy comference in Kolkara
on Friday, while warning
that gaps in access to treat-
ment continue to affect
many patents,

Experts participating in
the India edition of the St.
Gallen International Breast
Cancer Conference said
there was a steady increase
in breast cancer cases in
the country. Estimated da-
ta shared at the conference
sugpested that the inei-
dence had increased from
13 per 1,00,000 women in
1990 to 294 in 2023,

Medical  professionals
agreed that active screen-
ing and raising awareness
have helped detect more
cases, but they feared that
various other factors are al-
so contributing to the rise.

Doctors said lifestyle
changes, lack of breast-
feeding, alcohol consump-
tion, tobacco usage, and
sedentary work could be
contributing  factors be-
hind the rise in breast can-

Rising incidence

Experts highlight a steady rise in breast cancer casesin India,
indicating a growing public health concern

1990: Key factors contributing to increase
]_3 cases m Lifestyle changes
per 1,00,000
WOmen m Lack of hmmﬂeﬂ'ne
® flcohol consumption
2023: b
79 4 cases " lopacous
per 1,00,000 m Secentary work
Women patterns

cer in people. Though wo-
men are at a higher risk of
getting affected by breast
cancer, it is tn be noted
that even men can get
breast cancer, and regular
screening of both genders
for breast cancer is crucial
to detect the problem ar an
early stage.

“We know that geo-
graphical and economic
factors should not be a bar-
rier for breast cancer treat-
ment, but unfortunately,
till today, many people
cannot get adequate care
due to lack of resources,”
Soumen Das, director of
the Institute of Breast Dis-
eases, Kolkara, wld The
Hindu.

He added that their in-
stitute’s research was fo-
cused on these implemen-

tation areas so that all
cancer drugs that are avail
able in the global market
should also be made availa-
ble in the remotest areas.
Dr. Das, who heads the
Institute of Breast Diseases
and is one of the event or-
ganiser, said that a treat-
ment and drug which is
not widely accessible to pe-
ople across communities is
notvery helpful, and to mi-
tigate this crisis, they have
taken steps like making
better use of government
schemes and giving tem-
porary employment to re-
latives or caregiver of the
patient near the hospital.
“We have seen an  im-
mense positive response
due to this initiative. When
the close relative is given
temporary  employment

near or inside the hospital,
the treatment completion
rate increases,” Dr. Das
said.

Meanwhile, highlighting
the importance of mulr-
disciplinary care, Prof.
Jens Houber, St. Gallen,
Switzerland, said, “Ad-
vances in breast cancer
frealment require close
collaboration between sur-
gery, radiation oncology,
and  systemic  therapies.
Global dialogue acceler-
ates progress for patients
everywhere.”

DOther researchers and
doctors ar the conference
alzo streszed the need to
ensure that breast cancer
treatment and care reach-
es people across all sec-
tions of society in order o
make a large-scale impact.

Five young investigators
were selected o present
their work at the next st.
Gallen International Breast
Cancer Conference sche-
duled to be held in Vienna
2O ecemmaan-
I “The ~conference also!
daunched the Project Pinks
IArmy, a community- drivem
wolunteer moverment,
:ﬂmed at maobilising the:

ity to drive cancen
and build better;
patient support systems,
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How does Canada’s uranium deal help India?

What uranium ‘stocks’ does India have? Does the latest deal involve the 2010 India-Canada Civil

Nuclear Cooperation Agreement? How does India use its uranium? How is the country’s nuclear

power programme faring?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
I ifs quest for energy security, on March
2, India signed a Canadian $2.6 billion
deal with Camecp. The Canadian
company is among the world’s top three
largest uranium producers by volume. The deal
ensures a supply of around 10,000 tonnes of
uranium between 2027 and 2035 to India.

What uranium ‘stocks’ does India have?
India has both domestic reserves and imported
stockpiles of uranium. The domestic reserves
amount to 4.2-4.3 lakh tonnes of are, spread
across the major mines of aduguda and
Turamdih in Jharkhand and Tummalapalle in
Andhra Pradesh. The quantum of extractable
wanium metal from the ore is estimated o be
76,000-92,000 tonnes.

The order of magnitude difference between
the ore and the metal is because Indian ore is
‘low grade’ (0.02-0.45% concentration). On the
other hand, Canada has high-grade ore (10-100
times richer than Indian ore).

India has increasingly relied on imports,
which currently meet nearly three-fourths of the
civilian requirement. Aside from the Cameco

Indian ore is
low-grade
.02 45%),
while
Canadian ore
i5 10 to 100
times richer

Striking adeal Prlme?hnlsterNarﬂndra Modi and Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi. ahi

deal, India also finalised a supply agreement
with Kazatomprom of Kazakhstan in February,
and has ongoing contracts with Uzbekistan and
Russia (both with low-grade ore). The
povernment isalso building 2 reserve intended
to hold five ly of fel to protect
agamstsupgﬁrm’chmnwshgcks W’Iﬁlelilrrnporling
uranium ore Is cheaper thanextractng t, it
cannot legally be used in nuclear weapons, This
is why India also mines ore domestically.

Daoes the deal involve the 2010 agreement?
The deal with Cameco comes under the
India-Canada Civil Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement (NCA). This was signed in 2010, two
years after the Nuclear Suppliers Croupissued
its ‘clean’ waiver for India, allowing it to engage
in civil nuclear trade despite not signing the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The waiver, in
turn, was made possible by the 123 nuclear
agreement between India and the U.S.

Unlike the deal with Kazakhstan (which is less
intrusive), the NCA requires India to provide
“fissionable material accounts” o Canada,
which eritics have often called a slight against
Indian sovereignty. On the flip side, the NCA has
also been criticised for tacitly supporting India’s
nuclear weapans programme; the more
uranium Indiaimports for civilian use, the more
domestic uranium it can vouchsafe for miliary

use.

How doesIndia useits uranium?
India currently operates 24 nuclear reactors
with a generation capacity of around 9 GW. The
T00-MW pressurised heavy water reactors
(PHWRs) that currently provide 67 GW, or
roughly 3%, of India’s total electricity use
uranium as fuel. The government is committed
to increasing nuclear power capacity to 100 GW
by 2047, Previous attempts to up this
contribution have been sat back by issues with
land acquisition and local protests, however,
Significant amounts of uranium are also used
In research reactors, such as Dhruva in
Tromhay, to produce medical isatopes such as
technetium-99m and iodine-131 and for
advanced materials science research.

In the 2025:26 Union Budget, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman allocated 320,000
crore to develop a new generation of small
modular reactors, which typically use 3-5%
enriched uranium.

Domestic uranium is also used for nuclear
warheads (currently estimated to number
around 170) and the nuclear-powered INS
Arihant class submarines.

Howis India’s nuclear power programme
faring?

Indiais currently transitioning from Stage 1 to 2
of the three-stage programme, In Stage 1,
PHWRs will use natural uranivm-235 to produce
electricity and plutonium-239 as a byproduct. In
Stage 2, fast breeder reactors will usea mixed
oxide fuel of urenium-238 and plutonium-239 to
produce electricity, uranium-233, and more
plutonium-239. (The reactors are called s
because they will produce more fuel than they
congsume.) The prototype fast breeder reactor
(PFBR) in Kalpakkam is currently in an advanced
stage of commissioning. Finally, advanced heavy
water reactors will use pluionium:239 and
thorium:232 as fuel, producing electricity and
wranium-233. HomiJ. Bhabha envisioned this
three-stage programme to take advantage of the
fact that India hosts 20-25% of the world's
thorium depasits.,

However, the programme has been beset by
numerous delays and cost overruns. The fast
breeder test reactor was built at Kalpakkam in
1977 but the government did not sign off on the
PFBR until the early 20005, thanks in part to
sanctions against India over its nuclear tests.
The PFBR's cost also nearly doubled from 3492
crore at the time it was designed to more than
{6,800 crore in 2019,

In March 2013, the Department of Atomic
Energy had said in a reply in the Lok Sabha,
“The time of large-scale thorium deployment is
expected to be 34 decades after the commercial
operation of fast breeder reactors with short
doubling time.” Given the PFER's own timeline,
s periodcoulbeinthe 20605 not er_
1 Former Department of Atomic knergy |
{Chaiman Anil Kakodlar has explined that the

time - the time taken for one fast
| reeder reactor to produce enough fuel to starty
fsecond - s 1520 years, To generate 100 GW, |
¥hen, India has to go through several doubling l
:q't:les which cauld explain the mulnple deals 1
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