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Shah launches database
on bomb blasts in India

National Improvised Explosive Device Data Management System will have details since 1999: it will

be crucial in probing terrorist activities, and formulating effective strategies against them, he says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-
Uter Amit Shah on
Friday inaugurated

the Natiomal Improvised
Explosive Device Data
Management System
(NIDMS), a first-ofits-kind
platform that contains de-
tails of every bomb blast
that has pccurred in the
country since 1999,

Mr. Shah said the
NIDMS would prove ex-
tremely important in the
coming days for the investi-
gartion of all types of terro-
rist incidents and for ana-
lysing  their various
Aspects.

The Minister said the
Union Home Ministry had
generated different kinds
of data over the years, but
these remained in silos un-
il now.

*Now, we are making ef-
forts to connect all these
data sources with one
another and to develop an
advanced artificial intelli-
gence-based software for
their analysis. Today's
launch of NIDMS will accel-
erate this process and
prove to be an important
milestone in the direction
of making the country safe

Unizn Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates National IED Data
Management System of N 56 via video conference. PTI

from terrorism,” Mr. Shah
said.

The NIDMS headquar-
ters is located at the Na-
tional Security Guard
(MSG) garrison in Manesar,
Haryana. The online data-
base can be accessed by
State  police, Central
Armed Police Forces, and
other investigating agen-
cies. The N5G is the prim-
ary force for conducting
post-blast analysis.

Mr. Shah said data relat-
ed to any explosion or IED
incident occurring at any
lacation could be included
in the system and that its
use would provide neces-
sary guidance during in-

vestigations across States.
He said the platform would
be crucial in investigating
terrorist activities, under-
standing trends in explo-
sions and formulating ef-
fective strategies against
them.

The NIDMS would be-
come a robust platform for
accurately analysing pat-
terns of bomb blasts, the
modus operandi and the ex-
Plosives used. It would also
help establish inter-linkag-
es  between incidents
based on modus operandi
and circuit methods, and
in understanding overall
trends and insights.

The NIDMS is a secure

national digital platform
designed to enable accu-
rate and organised analysis
of bomb explosion-related
incidents across the coun-
try.

It will strengthen the
collection, standardisa-
tion, integration and se-
cure sharing of 1ED-related
data. Mr. Shab said it
would serve as a single-
click access window for da-
ta scattered across diffe-
rent case files for investiga-
tion agencies and
anti-terror organisations.

Explaining the features
of the platform, Karan
Sharma, Squadron Com-
mander of the MNational
Bomb Data Centre, NSG,
said, "One of its main func-
tionalities is that it esta-
blishes the signature link
between two or more inci-
dents. This could be either
location, wype of explo-
slons or even the circuit
used. For example, the
same type of delayed cir-
cuit timer was used in the
March 2024 Rameswaram
cafe blast and in the 2022
Mangaluru blast. Police
can use this information
during investigation, and
the information can be
used for predictive analysis
in the future.”
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High-quality education needs trust
between state and institutions

PrAMATH RAJ SINHA

HE NATIONAL Education Pal-

Iy s activelyinformingthe big

movesin Indian highereduca-

tinn. The regulatory landscape

Isevoiving, degree pathwaysare
becoming more Aexible, andinstiutionsare
marawilling to rethink curriculum, peda-
gogy, and Assessments to movetowards hol-
istic and multidisciplinary education.

This policy-led momentum matters.
China's experience shows that consistent
state attention to higher education can ef-
fectively manage quality and scale over
Time, [ndia’s environment is different, but
the lesson is relevant. When there is clear
policydirection and sustained statesupport,
ingtitutions execute better, and publiccon-
fidence grows. As the home of the world's
largest voung population, India finds this
moment espectally sienificant, How effec-
tivelyourhigher education preparesyoung
peoplefor leaming, work, and leadership
will shape oursceialand economic growth,

Three shifts stood out over the pest year.

First, the state moved decisively to insti-
tutionalise the research ecosystem. The
Anusandhan Narional Research Foundation
(ANRF) and the Bs 1-lakh-crore Research,
Developmentand Innovation (RDI) Scheme
tepresenta powerful dual track: The ANRF
nurtureslong-termscientificinguiryandin-
dustry-academia collaboration, while the
RDISchemeemphasises private-sector par-
ticiparion in market-ready innovation.

Second, Indian higher education insti-
tutions (HELs) themselves pushed forward
eninnovation. Several [IMs announced new
undergraduate programmes, and colleges
began incorporating well-being, lifesidlls
and apprenticeships into their curricula,
recognising that student success and satis-
faction extend beyond academic perform-
ance. Bulldinginstitutional capakility s cen-
tral At Ashoka University, we launchedtwo
new sehools this year — the Havells School
cf Management and Leadership andthe Ass
haka Schoal of Advanced Computing — to
take our next big steps in interdisciplinary
researchand applications,

Following the NEP, universitics havealso
scarted moving oward graduating thelr st
four-year undergraduate cohors, though
the three-year path remainsanoption. The
Bachelor’s with Honours in Besearch isan
impartantaddition, providingthe focusand
depth required for global competitivencss.
Theseelfortsrellect inglobal metrics

most represented country and the fastest-
rising G20 nation inthese rankings, indicat-
ing progress in rescarch output, faculty
strength, and international engagement.

Third, the landscape of glabal mebility
{8 changing fast. Whi

Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, This
15 a welcome step in response to the frag-
mentationand overlapping mandatesofthe
clurent systen. By proposing asingleapex
structure with independent councils for
regulation, standards, and accreditation, the
Bill provides the integrated oversight
required for holistic and multidiseiplinary
cducational expericnces.

India isbeyond the eraof narrow special-
Isations, Therewasa dmewhen siloed Inst-
tutions served specific national priorities,
such as engineering-focused institutes or
standaloneteacher educationcolleges. That
phase playedan important rale and should
not be looszly dismissed. However, the
needs of today's talent and economy de-
mand broader setups. Technology, manage-
ment, science, and liberal educarion insti-
tutions need space to interact across
boundaries; regulatory consolidation and
benchmarking of standardswillenable that
coordination, With private institutions serv-
Ing two-thirds of the smudent population, a
strong, unified system foraccreditation and
public disclosure is necessary to signal
quality tobothstudents and parents.

Second is the increasing integration of
artificial intelligence into how students
learn, how teachers designclassroorms, and
fow institutions manage their resources
and administeation. India's unique diver-

, tighter sity of learner types, institutional histories,
visa regimes and geopelitical con- and leaming models (formal, in-
ditions are necessitating high- While promoting excellence  formaland alternative) positions
quality domestic alternatives. [n- insclenceis ke:_f o it tolead the global discoursc on

creasingly, we are witnessing
higher education globalisz in both

pathbreaking innovation,

context-sensitive AL This is not
just ahaut adapting rechnology: it

directions/ significant gapsin isabout defining its application in
andIndianingtit- ~ €XPOSLE remain. Science  alocalised, high-impact way.

tions are expanding overseas, education needs to The lmn;‘.h ofthe Mil;ifstryﬂf

Three developmentswill likely Education’s four centres of excel-

guide the next year. become morc_h(m_ds-on lencein Al focused on education,

"The rst, undoubtedly, Isregus and experiential health, agriculture, and sustain-

latory change through the Viksir able cities, iz imely. By hosting

these contres at premier institutions, the
state Is creating a structured way to explore
best practices and address specific future
needsfor Indiaand the world

Ihe third isastronger focus on science
education. Whilz promotingexcellence in
sclence is keyto pathbreakinginnovation,
significant gaps in exposure remain.
Science education needs to become more
hands-on and experiential. Utilising cam:
pus makerspaces, improving institutional
engagement with start-ups and industry
for skilling and practice, and ensuringthat
tools and resources are accessible and ro-
bustare how wewill cultivate thehigh-cal-
ibre talent pool required for a competitive
deep-tech eoosysten.

Indiais making significant strides in meas-
sifying education.

asthe encouragement of new thinking,

[ndlla has a massive chance o leverage
issexpanding digital andinternet landscape
tnscale imparting learning. By intageating
technologyand digital deliverymodelsinto
institutional frameworks, we can move
beyond theconstraintsof physical capacity
toreach every aspiringstudent.

Arthesametime, a tielove for learmning
and high academicsrandardewillcontinue
todefinequality education. Fora Viksit Bha-
rat, high-quality education will produce
high-quality talent. That requires imple-
mentation from all sides, trust between the
state and institutions (public and private),
and arelentless commitmentto excellence,

The direction is set. Momentum is
building. The task ahead is to keep ad-
vaneing, for India and for India’s place in
theworld.

Thewriters are foundersof Ashoka
Lniversity. /iaws are persanal
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SUIAN R CHiNoy

THE YEAR 2025 proved to be one of the
busiestand mostconsequential for PMNar-
endra Modi and India, marke by Duredch
toX3oountriesacrosAfc theMiddeExt
and Europe, These engagements delivered
tangibleiplomatic, conomicandstrategc
outcomes, Consoldation ofteswiththe
Maldives and other lobalSouth partners
yas complemented by diversifed strategic
partnerships, notably with the UK and the
VLA palpabl thavetabliset Incia-China
relations, bringing them outof the trough
following the Galwan clash in 2020, PM
Modlsmeetings n 2025 with Canadian PM
Mark Camey during the G7 and G20 sun

Delhisresolvestoodout asothers buckied

it ensured thatthe yearended withare-
el oftesbetveen thetwo democracies,
Modi'sstatureose tangibly amid global
{rade volatilty. His resolve in the face of
President Donald Trump’staiffwar stood
out, evenasothers buckled under pressure.
Byprotectingtheinteretsof ndianfarmers
and small businesses, Modi' Nation st
approachsignalld that Bharatwouldnotace
ceptinquitabletrade amangements

Wi
Indiare:

malned among the world'sfastest-growing

mjorecononies, ARARGSIRRONEN

fising consumer demand, Industrial and
manufacturing stimulus,

and
provided renewed momen-

fum. Theemphasis emained onbuildinga

Knowldge-based, atmanirbhar economy,
withdigitalinfrastructure, semiconductors,
Aland advanced manufacturing emerging
s Core priorites,

Following the horeficPahalgam temor
attackin Aprl, India launched Operation
Sindoor = precsely calibrated yet devas-
tatnglyefectiveresponsethat destroyedter-
ror infrastructure deep inide enemy teri
tory. by suspendingthe Incus Waters rety
AndeketrngtharHood nd tercann
Howtogether’ Modiestablished anewnar-

Advanced negotiations withthe
EU Canada, stael Meicoand
(GCCcountries collectively
reduced uncertainty

o, Natonsexpressedunderstandingof
Indi'ssovereign righttoself defenceagainst
cross-borderterrorism, Thiswriterbserved
i frst hand when he visited the UAE, DR
Congo,Siera Leoneand Liberiaasa member
ofthe all-party delegations

During the vear, Modiréceived anun:
precedented 29 intemational hanours -
Cluding top civilian awards from Barbados,
Mauritus,Sri Lanka, Cyprus, Ghana, Trini-
(ad and Tobago, Brazi, Namibia, Ethiopia
and Oman, A before, he edcated Y

mainindidszero4olemncedoctineonter: - fkadstolndis 4 billomtzens,

Strategic trade negotiations further
strengthened India’s economy. The India-
UKCETAand India-Oman CEPAexpanded
ocess to Western and Gulf markets, while
theTEPAwith EFTAnations marked India
frst FTA with developed Elropean econ-
omies, backed by abinding $100-billonin-

Vestment comumitment on thei part.India
alsofinalisedan FTAwith New Zealand Ad-
vancednegotiatons with theEV Canada, s
tael Mexicoand GOCcountries colletively
reduced uncertainty and reinforced confi
enceinIndiasupward eoonomic reectory
The yearalso witnessed rare personal
cestures — o RGN vt resi
et Viadimir Putinand Crown Prince Hus-
seinof Jordanto Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed
personally escorting Modi, and Bhutan's
King recefving him on thetarmac,
Alinall, 025has provedtobeadefining
moment in India'sjourney as a confident
and rising nation, and Modi's own, aits
mostvisileembodimen,

Thewnteriscirectorgeneralof the Manchar
Payrikr Istute for Defence Studies and
Analyses, Neww el Views re personl
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Somaliland is no longer a diplomatic endnote

srael’s decision, in December 2025, 10

recognise Somaliland as an independent

sovereign state marks a significant diplomatic
rupture in the Horn of Africa. Beyond the
immediate diplomatic fallout, the move carries
wider risks. It may intensify Cold War-style proxy
conflicts, provoke economic and political
coercion, and further militarise an already
volatile marttime corridar of the Red Sea and
beyond.

China's dilemma

So far, most of the debates have focusad on
Israel's maritime caleulations and the reactions of
ragional actors, West Asian nations and Tiirkiye;
the most acute strategic dilemma belongs to
China. For Bejjing, Somaliland sits at the
intersection of three core inferests: safeguarding
the “One China™ principle, securing the Red Sea
corridor, and controlling the intensifying
great-power competition in Africa,

From that perspective, Befjing’s response has
been predictable. China has condemned Israel’s
decision as an endorsement of separatism,
rejterating that Somaliland is an “inseparable
part” of Somalia. This language is consistent with
Beling s long-standing posizion, driven primarily
hy its domestic sensitivities over Taiwan.

Yet, China may find It harder to reject
Somaliland’s claim to sovereignty compared to
many other contested territories. Unlike many
separatist territories, Somaliland has maintained
relative peace, built functioning institutions, and
held competitive elections for over three decades,
Its stability contrasts sharply with Somalia’s
chironic insecurity. Although China continuges to
reject internal legitimacy as a sufficient
parameter for statehood, Somaliland's
persistence as a de facto state exposes the limits
of Beijing’s rigid sovereignty doctrine,

Furthermore, the Taiwan factor charpens
China’s dilemma considerably. In 2020,
Somaliland decided to establish official ties with
Taipel, which directly challenged the “One
China” principle, Taiwan's representative office in
Hargeisa, alongside growing technical, medical,
and economic cooperation, has turned

Samir
Bhattacharya

is Associate Fellow at
the Obsarver
Reszarch Foundation,
where he warks on
geapalitics with
particular reference to
Africa inthe changing
global order

lsrael's
recoanition has
pushed Hargedsa
to the centre of
arear pover
competition in
the Hom

of Africa

Somallland inw an outlier In Afiica, the small
monarchy of Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) being
the only other country to be aligned with Taipei.

The importance of the region

China’s concerns, however, extend beyond
ideology. The Bab el-Mandeb Strait, linking the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden, isa critical choke
point for Chinese trade and energy flows under
the Maritime Silk Road. Bejjing has repeatedly
described the route as a “jugular vein® for glabal
cornmerce. 1ts first overseas milicary base in the
neighbouring Diibouti was establishad in 2017
precisely o protect these Interests and ensure a
sustzined Chinese security presence near this
choke point,

Therefare, srael's recognition of Somaliland
threatens to disrupt the carefully curated regional
chesshoard. If Somaliland gains wider
international legitimacy, it may emerge as an
alternative security and logistics hub along the
Gulf of Aden, especially if backed by lsrael, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and potentially the
United States. For China, the prospect of a rival
intelligence and security ecosystem taking shape
near Diiboutt is deeply unsettling, It risks diluting
Beijing's leverage in a region where it has invested
heavily in ports, hases, and political relationships.

Beljing thus faces an uncomfortable strategie
trade-off. It is nhliged to oppose Somaliland's
recognition by any country and block any
diplomatic space for Taiwar. Yet, excessive
pressure on Somaliland risks driving Hargeisa
further int the arms of China’s rivals,
particularly Taiwan, lsrael, and western powers
seeking alternatives to Djibouti. Heavy-handed
ecanomic coercion or overt palitical interference
could also tarnish China's carefully cultivated
image asa partnier that follows the principle of
non-interference.

As aresult, Beijing may resort to hybrid
warfare, which will include economic coercion
against Somaliland, lobbying political elites, as
well as targeted information campalgns, There
are signs thar this approach may already be
taking shape, For example, Chinese media
networks, including StarTimes, which currently

operates In over 30 Afrlcan countries, provide
tonls to shape narratives around territarial
integrity and external interference,

DNiplomatically, China can Ieverage its position
inthe UN Security Council to block any
momentum toward broader international
recognition of Somaliland.

Complexities of other geopolitical factors

At the same time, China’s increasingly vocal
pro-Palestinian stanece adds another layer of
complexity. By positioning icsell as a champlon of
Palestinian rights and criticising lsrael’s actions in
Gz, Belling refnforces its moral oppostion to
Israel's Somaliland move. This alignment plays
well with Arab and Global South audiences but
may also drag China into Middle Eastern political
contests, complicating its traditionally pragmatic
nentral stance in the region,

The wider geopolitical context makes China's
dilemma even sharper. Ethinpia's memorandum
of understanding, in 2024, to recognise
Somaliland in exchange tor port access, growing
U.5. congressional interest in Somaliland as a
democratic and strategic partner, and tacit
support from the UAE, all suggest that lsrael's
move could trigger a geopolitical recalibration,
Each additional recognition wonld weaken
Chinass abllity 1 Isolate Somaliland
diplematically and increase the strategic costs of
maintaining the status gquo.

Ultimately, China’s challenge is not merely to
block Somaliland’s recognition, but rather to
prevent greater Taiwanese visihility, deeper
Israeli and western access to the Red Sea, and the
emergence of a rival security architecture near
Diibouti. lsrael's decision has thus forced Befjing
into an uncomfortable balancing act between
principle and pragmatism.

What is clear is that Somaliland is no longer a
diplomatic footnote. lrael's recognition has
pushed it to the centre of great-power
competition in the Horn of Africa. In doing so, it
has exposed the limits of China's approach w
sovereignty, security, and influence in a region
that is becoming increasingly important to global
trade and geopolitics.
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