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Panel recommends targeted splitting
of seats for next delimitation exercise

The model

EAC-PM allows a 50% rise for all

States; dataset was based on elections to LS from 2009 to 2024; it results in increasing

the size of Lok Sabha to 824 seats and is broadly in line with what the Centre had suggested when it brought the delimitationrelated Bills in April

¥a K.

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

he Economic Advi-

sory Council to the
(EAC-PM) has recommend-
ed multi-factor criteria for
a “targeted” splitting of
seats during India’s next
delimitation of Lok Sabha
constituencies. The recom-
mendations  have been
made in a new working

paper that goes beyond
population  distribution

and maintains the current
of Lok Sabha
seats for all large States.

A model worked out by
the EAC-PM on such crite-
ria entails Kerala's Lok Sab-
ha seats, for instance, ris
ing from 20 to 30, Tamil
Nadu's increasing from 39
to 59, and Uttar Pradesh’s
from 80 to 120 — broadly in
line with what the Union
government had suggested
in April, when it brought
the delimitation-related
Bills but failed to pass them
in Parliament.

The use of these criteria
in the EAC-PM's model
further suggested a dou-
bling of the number of LS
seats in smaller States and
Union Territories such as
Mizoram, Puducherry, Sik-
kim, Ladakh, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Naga-

land, Chandigarh, and
Lakshadweep. Out of the
existing 543 seats, the EAC-
PM's model suggests split-
ting a total of 170 seats, of
which 59 constituencies
have been recommended
for a two-way split and 111
for a three-way split.

House of over 800 seats
The model results in in-
creasing the size of the Lok
Sabha to 824 seats. As per
the Council, this will seé

seats in Lok Sabha come to

23.6% compared with the

23.7% currently.
Me.mwhlle the share of

The r_xlsu.ng proportion
of seats-per-State was fro-
zen based on the popula-
tion figures of the 1971 Cen-
sus. The freeze was
brought in through a Con-
stitutional Amendment in
1976,

While the EAC-PM notes
that the next delimitation
exercise is consequential
because it would be the

Unigue formula: The new working paper found a persistent gap in
women 's turnout ir 11|rb.:|1 areas, even !"l"[ constituency \D| Il‘. m

first time since then to al-
low altering per-State seat
count, it does not com-
ment on the underlying
pnnl:ipk for essentially re-
the existing propor-
tion of States’ seats beyond
saying that their model has
been designed to “respect”
the 50% per-State
expansion.
The working paper,
by EACPM mem-
ber Shamika Ravi and Mu-

tuencies should be split, in
to how many parts, and on
what criterion?”

In doing so, the EAC-PM
said that it assembled a da-
taset on elections to LS
seats from 2009 to 2024 to
estimate a “statistical rela-
tionship™ between voter

turmout, constituency size,
and five

tures of the oomtlumcy
(these include urban
share, SC share, ST share,
linguistic and
linguistic diversity).

The paper added that
this estimated statistical re-
lationship was then used to
come up with a “turnout-
maximising delimitation
plan that splits the largest
and most turnout-respon-
sive constituencies into
two or three parts™.

Splitting constituencies
In the policy brief attached
to the working paper, the
EAC-PM goes on to recom-
mend a “targeted crite-
rion” for splitting consti-
tuencies instead of a
“uniform one”, adding
that the “Delimitation
Commission, when it is
constituted after the 2027

Census”, should “treat the
joint demographic and lin-
guistic profile of a candi-
date constituency, and not
its size alone, as the crite-
rion for splitting™.

The Council went on to
recommend that the Elec-
tion Commission of India
and the Ministry of Statis-
tics should time the next
delimitation exercise with
a "fresh booth rationalising
cycle” and the government
should ensure that the
“2027 Census tabulations
and ge
electoral statistics” are re-
leased on schedule.

It added that the work-
ing paper's model calcula-
tions showed that even af-
ter the splitting of
constituencies, there re-
mained a residual gap in
the women's turnout per-
centages in urban areas,
and thus recommended
the EC to plan delimitation
with measures like wo-
men-only polling booths
and women-targeted voter
roll update drives.

In their working paper-
policy brief, Ms. Ravi and
Mr. Kapoor further break
down their study into six
key findings. These deal
with the relationship of dif-
ferent factors with consti-
tuency-wise woter tur-
nouts. In one of its
findings, the paper

claimed that the model

suggested by them is likely
to lead to an overall in-

country in the next general
election. The authors have,
however, buttressed this
with a caveat, saying that
the gain in voter turnout
would depend on which
statistical specification is
chosen, adding that the
model was meant to answ-
er what would happen
when an electorate is re-
duced in size while retain-
ing its composition.

The brief also says that
between 2009 and 2024,
the gap between voter tur-
nouts in the smallest con-
stituency and the largest
constituency had halved.
“Small constituencies de-

unelh:lm'lbemnel.hq
sit on tumnout-friendly

compositional  features
(high ST share, low urban
share, moderate linguistic
polarisation), and not be-
cause they are small per
se.” it concluded.

The EAC-PM added that
the demographic and lin-
guistic measures used for
the study were based on
the 2011 Cemsus and so
would need to be updated
with 2027 Census figures
for a more reliable recalcu-
lation.
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74 new land ports proposed
along International Border

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

India proposes to build 74
additional land ports along
the International Border in
the coming years, which
include three land ports
along the China border
and six along the Pakistan
border, according to Land
Ports Authority of India
(LPAI) Chairperson Jayant
Singh.

The new land ports are
expected to strengthen
trade and seamless move-
ment of people with the
neighbouring countries.

The land ports along the
China border are proposed
at Namgia in Himachal Pra-
desh, Gunji in Uttarak-
hand, and Nathu La in Sik-
kim. India does not have
any other land port opera-
tional along the China
border.

According to the Exter-

Amit Shah during the
inauguration of the Land Port
Management System. ANI

B |

nal Affairs Ministry, three
points are designated for
conducting border trade
between India and China —
Lipulekh Pass in Uttarak-
hand (since 1992), Shipki
La Pass in Himachal Pra-
desh (since 1995), and
Nathu La Pass in Sikkim
(since July 2006) but post-
COVID pandemic in 2020,
all trade is suspended.
Trade points and land bor-
ders are different as the lat-

ter integrates immigration,

customs and movement of
large goods vehicles too.
The land ports planned
along the Pakistan border
are at Teetwal, Adusa, and
Chakan Da Bagh in Jammu
and Kashmir, Attari railway
station and Hussainiwala
in Punjab, and Munabao
railway station in Rajas-
than. At present, there is
just one operational land
port at Attari in Punjab and
trade from the two Facilita-
tion Centres located at Sa-
lamabad, Uri, Baramulla
district and Chakkan-da-
Bagh, Poonch district
along Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir re-
mained suspended since
the Pulwama attack.
Under Phase 11, 13 land
ports are proposed along
the Nepal border, 12 along
the Bangladesh border,
four along Bhutan and two
along the Myanmar bor-
der, the presentation said.
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GS 3: DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Major lacunae in reporting industrial accidents

The inconsistencies in the data compiled by the Labour Bureau and the DGFASLI point to severe lapses in reporting of industrial accidents

| DATA POINT { | Stt t l th Data for the charts were sourced from Standard Reference Notes (SRNs) and Accidental Deaths & Suicides in
n | U |Ona apa y India {ADSI) reports. With inputs from Nitika Francis and Sandhya ¥, who is interning with The Hindu
n'V: h Chart Lt Deaths (I | and injuries (0| reported in fire Chart 2: The number of registered factonies in each year | )
accidents in factories, as per ADS| reports. and the number of employees inmellions (|
he death toll from the ex- HO. OF FACTORIES
4
mplmknattbemﬂnh- .~
Steel Plant (RINL-VSP)
on June 8, rose to nine on Wednes-
day. Following the incident, a fami-
liar chain of bureaucratic 2
es has bun triggered lakhns
exgratia for the bereaved hnm
and the constitution of an expert
committee for a high-level probe.

These were the same measures ta-
kem after the last major acciden at
the plant in 2014, and indecd after
most workplace accidents across
the country. But India appears to
belagging in strengthening institu-
tional mechanisms needed o pre-
vent such accidents (Chart 2).
The problem begins with the ve-
ry collection of safety data, as the
gaps in the annual Standard Refe-
rence Notes (SRNs) of the

reveal. DGFASLI helps
lmplemenl: the Occupational Safe-
ty, Health and Working Conditions
(DSH) Code, 2020. The OSH, for
which the rules were notified only
last month, renamed the DGFASLI
as the Directorate General of Occu-
pational Safety and Health.
Each SRN records industrial ac-
ddems in two sections: one from

own correspondence with:
mmosm The two
never match, pointing to lapses in
reporting (Chart 3).
The reports also show DGFASLI

s Tamil Nadu (Chart 5). This gets
consequently reflected in the
small fraction of factories inspect-
ed each year (Chart 6). Moreover,
&mﬂm wmm

Flames eruptin a stee| plant after
multen iron spills while being moved in
a buchet by a crane in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, on Menday, June 8. PTI

Chart 51 Inspectors per factory amang the States
with the highest number of factories as of 2023

Tami| Madu |

Gujarat 449,246 81 E08
Maharashtia | 39,533 4“4 B98
Haryana 5,607 5 [
AR 34,542 41 587
Kerala 22,601 53 426
Telangana 22,118 il [1E]
Karnataka 18,339 48 3z
Delhi 13,616 7 1545
Rajasthan 11,004 i) 408

Chart 32 Fatal and non-fatal injuries as per the Labour Buraau
{LByand {CIFs), which vary widely over the years, with a few
showing unexplained Swings in the SANS
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Besides wide variations within the SRNs between
the LB and CIFs' data, the fire occidents caplured

by them were only a third of the numbers
reported in ADSI reports

Chart & The thare of factories inspected by DGFASLI each yeas
(I #a). The inspections have drop ped significantly in the recent
years, perhaps due to the staff crunch
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Chart 4: The year-wise vacancles (I and filled positions
[ in DGFASLL Nearly 50% of the 349 sanctioned pasts
ramained vacant as af 023

2009 0E wap3
Chart 7: Many States did not fumish data on fatal and non-fatal
incidents, either o the Labour Bureau, or DGFASLE a5 per the
SRNs. LR Kamataka and WEB. did not provide data even once

(I Data submitied Datanot submitted by Labour Bursau
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The reality behind falling net FDI

I@jﬁm_@ﬂﬂ mwmmug@ af mmgnm Mmm af enary,

BOONOMIC SOTES

L5 | R
Riswaiit Ihar
E.V.B. Rusganithan

melia’s net [oreign cirect Eresiment

I has declined drastically in

recer years. Critics see the weak

et Mo g a sl of weakiess,
while the Chiel Economic Adviser paines
o i hnmlhu ancl rising
‘manuactaring FI a5 cvidenee of
srengrh, He ks weak net lows 1 prof
repatriation and ourward investment by
Inctian comapanics.

Hieranrvier, s debsae vt looks & magor
e By Inousing on overall sombers,
thaih sides ignore the changing
compusition of interrational capital aml
the Balanee of Pavments (BoP)
michanisms thar govern indlows and
oo,

Far BoP purposes, met FOI is calaalabed
48 the dillerence bitvesn nllows and
antflows after adjusting for the
repatriation of capital. Prom the pek of
S0 billiom im 2020-21, et FA fell 10 less.
tham 51 bilica in 202425, 1t recovened m
76 hillion in 2125-¥5. The osresponding
gross inflow was $94.6 billion.

It 15 necessary s e tha I

Mmﬂlmuﬂiﬁﬂh’
meveded.

Theee ol FI

FIl ks aiftem viewed as a uniform,
Tong-erm comnuitmet i brings
sechinolry and mansgemeent skills o cthe
host counry. FOI can Tall b chree
different imvestor chisses, each with
distingg capabilides, strbegies, and exit
limedimes.

emierprises with the techmalogy, bramds,
il o esaablish
“mpﬁﬂ.ﬂﬁ -

CORTIEA i,

mprises
finaneial investors, ng private
ecquity fiands, wenure capital firms,
soverei wealth fands, and asset
managers, Their main goal B capital
growth aned ned exits.

ASPVE, These involve capital raised

abwroad and fanmsed through offshore

:. 1l o imees Inchuding
Dt an remimance-level FOO from the

sz four yeurs, fnom 02223 so 202806
e B Deceler, dlim I.Iulll"l.ll!ﬂ&il
“offective 7 Financtal

share, while the remaming 17.6% came
Tranits thee dlisspeora and SPVs lisked o

Insctia.
The business madel of financial
invessors suggests fabare exics that result

in lrge-scale capital reparriations, A
notable example coounred in 2028 when
Temasek exiied Schneider

Beased o an analysis of effective

inflkrs, FIl in Imclia™s mamufactaring 5 billicm wers into the “fnandal,
secpor his diclined scross (hres Imum,malwlm servives™ (FIR)
Fouryear perinds. Maost serione. Singpore and the LAE :muurl.md
notibly, RFDH fior m and 1% ol the motal,
acoounted For anly 10.6% of patal effective These furnds mosth po s holdng
Indlores dumring the mast recent four-year cnmganikes and 5PVs rather than d@recty
o operanianal emtites. For instance, TEL
Commercial Vehides, a subsidiary of Tata
Rt fresh capial Plodors, invested S405 million ina
ﬁwmwhmmmh Singaporean FIR entity to acquire the:
‘the mixing of new capital & IVECO Croug in Iraly.
corptale d‘ul,!ﬂ‘l.ﬂ Capital mowements through the GIFT
Irm-ux.' ity further complicate s ke, OFDD
nueTgeTs, swape, and L the Ty 1 S246 million In
of earlier nom- imstruments such @ HXES-2A b0 5115 billion in 302526, Tolal
exaemal Iarromings (ECHs) OF D amd inweand FOO hrcagh it usil
and canvertible 23525 reached 52,25 blion and 51,40

While capital stractures change, no
ey capital Nows o the country.
Ao manely $40 billion of the $560
hillion in equity inflows to ndia from
200415 o 2005295 (up b Decermber) fall
it 1l cabeEoryy. |ange IRanasctions,
such & Bosch and Meesho Technologies,
can skew anmual inflow and secioral
tremds,

Dsinvestment drives decline
Bafore Jocking at why net FI i low o
il gl N GEFLEN Eilha, il is
warth menticning that e offical
narrative that profit repatriation
net FIM & mi

Ui Bol* cotreentions, rofils sent as
diridends are recorded as vestment
income in the current accourd. They
increase the current socount deficit (CADN
i dio ot change thee repaorted met FI0
Mliwwes. Instesad, the primary reason for
weak net FIDN s disinvestment amd capitsl
repariation, which appear in the
firancial accoumt.

Likewize, the incresee in Owward
Foreygn Direct lrvesiment (0FDH)
WIITANES closer examinarion racher than
being artribaited solely s corporane
marurity. From 2009-24 to 21585, 45%
of India's toial outhound imvestment: of

Thiese eroes- s of invesrmenes by
Indian entities, abso from other locasinns,
imdicates that QFIN can represent both
e corpaoEate expansion amd the
retarn af capital chat fled. Therefore,

Disinestment and capital repariation
rapital acoourny ogalled $978.9 billion,
primarily driven by financial ivesiors
through secomdary and strategic sakes,
1re s, and share yhacks, This also
inschudes "affirs for aabe by Freign
proarrioners siach ol Hyumdsi and LG. The
other type invnbves selloffs by RFDI
imnvesiors, st as Wistron which sold off
to e Tatas,

GETTYRALES

amouied 1o §188.9 billian in profiss pakl
ot by MNE subsidiaries and afiiares,
Earnings,
Anribanable IPR payinents (Current
acoounit) intalled $46.6 hillin. These
penvnenis, macke by MNE ashsidiaries: and
alffiliates for Eellectial property
(assuning ey acoount Tor 7% of sl
IPR pavments], cam sahstioae dividends.
Adciticeally, $25000 bilion was
transferrid by all entities for
echnicalservdce consuliancy payments
Hiosweper, it Is diffscudi do divide this
amiunl beteeen RFD] and domestic
RE 1T IE

10 DOIT-I, rising o0 70 cents from HE-19
w&mm#m

N For imformed debate

‘e abave narrtive shows how an
incamplete vien of FDI presails m the
pushllic discamrse, Diflepent rypes of
invessors, entry methods, and exit
siralegies impact techmlogy tramsher,
inchrtrial growth, snd extermal
sustairahidioy. The reponing of globel Fo
flows adds an addickonal byer of
proflems. Understanding these nuances
s criscial for evalusting FIH beyvond
hescdline mumbhers,

faC%. Chalanan Rar is Seminr Resoarck
el aat afve iy ol Dusiniess Shlies,
Fiusiiv [ is Rty Profissor,

Jawaharlal Mehiry University, ormd KV

Remganatinee & an indepenadest
resnrier )

THE GIST

Real FIH acoeuned hor 81.9%
ol effi R il ows Botvaien
220 and 2005-H, while
financeal imsesiors conin buted
.5, refiaming th growing
vkl priwal eguiy, witun
capital, and sorvare pn weakh
fumds.

Rl FIH | mie marufacturing
has declingd across thies
corscy e louspear perinds,
with manulacturieg recebing
only WS of tmal efe ke
Enfloras i the Latest ceviod

-

Gross FOI figuras nclude

I e wach
intra-group rwnership
TSI, METgers, shase
amiiirh, dnd corviriion of
eemal cormerial
bormesings, sven when no
Treesh cagital ervers the
cownlry.
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Indian reservoirs can host 102 GW ﬂoating solar

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

India’s reservoirs can host

try of New and Renewable
Energy. The report titled
“Solar PV Potential of India
(Floating Solar)” frames
panels on water as a way
around one of the most in-
tractable obstacles in the
solar sector - land.

The assessment, howev-
er, has no calculation of
what it would cost to real-
ise this potential. Its only
cost reference is a 2021
benchmark from U.S. Na-
tional Renewable Energy
Laboratory, which the re-
port cites to note floating
units cost about 25% more
upfront than ground
mounted ones owing to

“We are in discussions
with the Finance Ministry
to promote floating solar

and  agri-photovoltaics,”

-,

Water power: An aerial view of the floating solar panels on the Mudasarlova reservoir in
Visakhapatnam. FILE PHOTO

Santosh Kumar Sarangi,
Secretary, MNRE said.

Agri-p refer
to farm beds that are shel-
tered by structures on
which solar panels are
mounted.

Acquiring land
G&ﬂ-mgmmdaohm-
tems, which dominate In-
dia’s about 100 GW of in-
3-4 times more area/MW
than the panels themselves

which is costly, slow and
prone m-uunﬂu_wuhap-l-
culture and habitation

t]
continues to be a choke-
point aslndhpmm 500
GW non-fossil capacity by
2030. I-‘loal.tng solar is

‘land neutral’, the report
underlines.

NISE arrived at its esti-
mate by passing India’s in-
land water bodies via six
geospatial filters: lakes and
reservoirs larger than 10

hectare, water present for
at least 1l months/year,
depths of 3-30 metre, solar
irradiance above 4.5 kWh/
m‘/day and proximity
within 10 km of roads and
substations. Demonstrated
at Odisha’s Hirakud reser-
voir, the filters whittled
499 sq. km. of water down
to 99.5 sq. km. of usable
surface. Applied nation-
wide, they yielded 1,946
sq. km. of feasible area
with a selfimposed cap of

20% of any reservoir’s sur-
face, translating to 102.18
GW. Maharashtra (16.28
GW), Madhya Pradesh
(14.89 GW), Karnataka
(13.69 GW), Odisha (12.81
GW) and Telangana (10.72
GW) account for the bulk.

F1 ip solar

B o
kareshwar floating solar
park on River Narmada in
Madhya Pradesh’s Khand-

wa district — at 278 MW,
the country’s largest with
plans to scale to 600 MW.
Yet NISE's field observa-
tions there recorded loo-
sening float joints, mis-
aligned platforms and
uneven buoyancy along-
side reports from develop-
ers of electric cables break-
ing. Globally, floating solar
reached about 9.6 GW by
2024, almost 90% of it in
Asia. China leads with in-
stallations such as a 120
MW plant on fish farm in

Poyangl.ake Siugpoml
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How Birsa Munda helped define Adivasi identity, rights

ShubhamTigga
Ranchi, June10

ON JUNE 9, the death anniversary of the
iconic Adivasi leader and freedom fighter
Birsa Munda, several tribal organisations
in Jharkhand took a pledge to “protect his
legacy”. This pledge came amid the fresh
demands for “delisting” — removing tribal
converts to Christianity or Islam from the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) list — that have re-
ignited along-running debate over Adivasi
identity. The latest delisting demand was
made last month at a tribal gathering at-
tended by Union Home Minister Amit
Shahin Delhi.

The tribal organisations in Jharkhand
said during the pledge event that Birsa
Munda’s vision wasrooted in Adivasi ident-
ity, sovereignty and land rights, and ac-
cused right-wing groups of attempting to
reinterpret that outlook.

So what did Birsa stand for? More than
125 yearsafter hisdeath, here’salookatthe
tribal leader’s life, beliefs and legacy.

Who was Birsa Munda?

BirsaMundaisone ofthe mostinfluen-
tial figures in the history of the Chotanag-
pur plateau, the mineral-rich region span-
ning Jharkhand and adjoini

Revered by many as “Dharti Aba”
(father of the Earth), he is remembered for

leading the Ulgulan, orthe “Great Tumult”
— amovement against colonial rule and
“diku” (non-tribal outsider) zamindars
amid the growing encroachment on Adi-
vasi land and cultural institutions in the
closing years of the 19th century.

Birsa’s influence, however, extended
beyond the borders of the current Jhark-
hand state to the remote villages of Maha-
rashtra, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and more. In his seminal study Birsa
Munda and His Movement, historian K §
Singh described Birsa as a religious re-
former, social mobiliser and political leader

1 fotis

Py B e

Adivasi historian Joseph Bara similarly
argues that Birsa cannot be understood
merely as the leader of an agrarian upris-
ing. Rather, hearticulated a broader vision
of Adivasi identity, autonomy, land rights,
religion and self-rule (known as disum).

Bara notes that his prominence in
mainstream political and public discourse
grew significantly during the decades
preceding and following the creation of
Jharkhand in 2000.

From resistance to statehood
The Ulgulan, led by Birsa Munda,
reached its climax at Dombari Buru, a hill
in a Khunti village, in January 1899. This
was where thousands of Birsa’s followers
gathered toassert their rights over land and

Whatisthe
Chotanagpur
TenancyAct?

® The CNT Act was
enacted by the Brit-
ish in 1908 after dec-

ades of Adivasiresis-

tance (including
Birsa Munda's upris-
ing) to protect cus-
tomary land rights in

Chotanagpur region.

® Thecentral objec-
tive was preventing
thetransfer of Adi-
vasiland to non-Adi-
vasisand legally rec-
ognising traditional

land tenure systems.

® The Actremains
one of the strongest
safeguards for tribal
landin Jharkhand.

challenge British authority, according to
historian K § Singh.

The British forces eventually sur-
rounded the hill and fired into the crowd.
InAdivasi memory, this was a massacre that
killed though official d
timate amuch lower toll. Birsa was arrested
and died in Ranchi Jail on June 9,1900.

‘While the British may have crushed the
uprising, Dombari Buru became a symbol
of Adivasi resistance.

"The episode compelled thecolonial ad-
ministration to initiate land reforms that
culminated in legal recognition of Khunt-
Katti rights and later the

ntkatti was the
traditional Mundasystem of collective land
ownershipand governance. Under the sys-
tem, the descendantsof the original settlers
who cleared forests and established a vil-
lage, known as Khuntkattidars, held collec-
tive rights over the village territory.

Bara writes that the aspiration for Adi-
vasi self-governance articulated during Ul-
gulan was later channelled into the move-
ment for a separate Jharkhand under
Jaipal Singh Munda in the mid-1900s.

Religious views

According to family accounts shared by
Budhram Munda, a descendant of the
family, Birsa spent parts of his early child-
hood at his uncle's village before studying

at missionary schools in Chaibasa.

Budhram Munda said that Birsa’s as-
sociation with missionary education ended
after a disagreement with church author-
ities over remarks about the Munda tribal
community. Afterdistancing himself from
Christianity, Birsa came under the in-
fluence of Vaishnavism for some time.

“He wasjailed in 1885 for two years and,
eventually, after being released, he started
preaching his teachings towards life and
nature...,” said Budhram Munda.

These teachings created a religious
movement that came to be known as the
Birsait faith, different from Sarnaism (the
traditional tribal faith), Christianity and
Hinduism. His followers attribute various
miracles to him and consider him a mess-
iah, referring to himas “Bhagwan” and the
aforementioned “Dharti Aba”,

Budhram Munda said: “Bhagwan Birsa
never targeted any particular religion. He
opposed both the outsiders from the caste
soclety who app i d d
and the Christian missionaries, as he saw
them as part of the same system of exploi-
tation,” he said. Opposing the demand for
delisting of Christian tribals from the ST
list, Budhram Munda said that descend-
ants of Birsa’s family have followed Chris-
tianity for generations. He argued that Adi-
vasi identity is determined by ancestry and
community, not religion.
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