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‘Maritime security is of primordial
importance to Indian Ocean Region’

Any disruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy across the region. says Sanjiv Ranjan, Secretary-General of the Indian

Ocean Rim Association; India chairs the 23-nation grouping: a summit marking its 30th anniversary is expected to be held next year, he adds

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELH]

avigating maritime

security in the wake

of the war in West
Asia will be at the top of the
agenda as India chairs the
23nation Indian Ocean
Rim Assnciation ([ORA),
with a leaders’ summit ex-
pected next year, says the
organisation’s  Secretary-
General Sanjiv Ranjan.

In addition to raising the
profile of the IORA, the
vernment is expected to
cus on the specific chal-
lenges arising from the war
in West Asia, including the
violence in the region and
the Hormuz Strait block-
ades by Iran and the 1.8,

Last week, Mr. Ranjan
had co-hosted the Indian
Ocean Dialogue in Delhi,
which was attended by Mi-
nisters from India, Mauriti-
us and Yemen, besides re-
presentatives from  both
Iran and the United Arab
Emirates.

Speaking to The Hindu,
he said while bilateral dif-
ferences are not discussed
at the grouping, the Gulf
war has raised issues of
“primordial importance®
for the IOR countries.

“The increasing realisa-

tion from the contempor-
ary situation is that mari-
time safety and security is
of primordial importance
for our emergy security,
our food security, [and]
many livelihoods, which
are Involved as a result of
the developments in [n-
dian Ocean littoral areas,”
he said, referring to all
countries with coastlines
on the Indian Ocean.

Two-day dialogue
Delivering a keynote ad-
dress to the two-day dia-
logue, Mauritus Forelgn
Minister Dhananjay Ram-
ful said that the “ideal of
the Indian Ocean as a zone
of peace” has heen negat-
ed and “war has come”
the ocean. Mr. Ramful
called the U.S.)'s sinking of
the Iranian naval ship RIS
Dena, in which 100 sailors
were killed in March, as
“outrageous” and also ex-
pressed concern over reta-
liatory Iranian attacks us-
ing Intermediate Range
Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs)
on the U.S.'s Diegn Garcia
base on Mauritius’s Chagos
Islands.

“They might not have
reached their target, but
they have nonetheless
breached our comfortable

I0RA Secretary-General Sanjiv Ranjan says member countries have
sean fuel prices rise considerably due o war. SHIVEULAR PUSHPAKIR

status quo. They have in-
troduced in our region of
the Indian Ocean an intent
of aggression hitherto um-
known,*  Mr.  Ramful
added.

Acrording to the 10RA
«charter, “bilateral and oth-
er issues likely to generate
controversy and be an im-
pediment to regional co-
operation efforts will be ex-
cuded from delibera
tions”. However, they will
discuss  the “socio-eco-
nomic” impact of the con-
flict in talks on eight prior-
ity areas: maritime safety
and security, trade and in-
vestment, fisheries man-
agement, disaster risk
management, tourism, cul

tural exchanges, blue eco-
nomy and women's eco-
nomic empowerment, Mr.
Ranjan said.

“Without a doubt, any
disruption in the Indian
Ocean will have a deep im-
pact on the economy
across the region. The tou-
rism sector is affected bad-
ly especially due to airline
disruptions. Fuel prices in
many of our member
countries have increased
considerably, some have
had to shut down offices
and schools. In the long
term, inflation, agricultu-
ral output and productivity
—impacted due to fertilizer
shortages — will all hurt the
region. A big worry is that

[due to the war] situations
where fisherman are un-
able to go out to the sea for
fishing will affect liveli-
hoods,” Mr. Ranjan told
The Hindu.

The IORA Summit in
2027 will mark the organi-
sarion's 30th anniversary,
said Mr. Ranjan, adding
that the last time such a
summit had been held was
in 2017, when Indonesia
marked the I0RA’s 20th an-
niversary in Jakarta. In the
rum-up to that, India will
host the Senior Officials
Meeting, in June this year,
while the [ORA Council of
Ministers would meet to-
wards the end of 2026,

Series of meetings
The Indian Ocean dia-
logue, which was a “track
1.5" conference for offi-
cials, academics and ex-
perts, co-hosted by the 10-
RA and the Ministry of
External Affairs and organ-
ised by the Indian Council
of World Affairs (ICWA),
will kick off a series of
meetings expected over
the coming year, as India
seeks to recharge the 10-
RA.

The grouping was
formed in 1997 with form-
er South African leader

Nelson Mandela amongst
those leading it. However,
the IORA has not received
the relevance that other re-
gional groupings have,
such as the now-defunct
SAARC, BIMSTEC, SCO or
Quad, over three decades.

In addition to its sa-
lience in India's MAHASA-
GAR maritime pnlicy and
Indo-Pacific strategy, the
[ORA Is less contentious for
India as Pakistan has never
been admitted to its ranks.
Pakistan had requested
membership in the early
2000s, but the fact thar it
refused to grant India
“MFN status” for trade vio-
lated the IORA charter that
calls for “sovereign equali-
ty* or equal treatment of
all states, according to
officials.

The Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) cur-
rently comprises 23 menr-
ber states, including Aus-
tralia, Bangladesh,
Comoros, France, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mal-
dives, Mauritius, Mozam-
bigue, Oman, Seychelles,
Singapore, Somalia, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanza-
nia, Thailand, the United
Arab  Emirates, and
Yemen.
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Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties

ince establishing diplomatic relations in

1973, India and South Korea have

maintained defence ties. Their first formal
agreement, the 2005 Moll on Defence Industry
and Logistics, promoted conperation in
production, research and development, and
procurement. Subsequently, they signed separate
five-year memoranda of understanding on
defence cooperation and defence research and
development (R&D) in 2010.

The first enabled exchanges of expertise,
training, visits and joint exercises, while the
second focused on emerging technologies such as
marine, electronics, and intelligent systems
through links between India’s Defence Regsearch
and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the
South Korean defence industry. In 2015, the
partnership was elevated 10 a Special Strategic
Partnership.

Furthermore, the 2020 Roadmap for Defence
Industries Cooperation expanded engagements
into key areas, such as land, naval, aero, and
guided weapon systems, along with investments
and technology transfer in India’s defence
industrial corridors. A notable outcome of this
partnership is the K9 Vajra-T self-propelled
artillery system, manufactured in India by Larsen
& Toubro (L&T) and Hanwha Aerospace, South
Korea under the *Make in India® initiative, whose
success led w a follow-on production contract.

The new platform

On April 20, 2026, at the India-South Korea
Summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Lee Jae Myung, a new defence
innovation platform called the Korea-India
Defence Accelerator (KIND-X) was announced.

Ag part of the Joint Strategic Vision, KIND-X
aims to connect businesses, incubators, investors,
defence start-ups, and universities from both
sides. KIND-X is not a new model of cooperation
for India.

It mirrors similar defence industrial innovation
bridges with the United States under INDUS-X
(India-U.5. Defense Acceleration Ecosysten) and
with France under FRIND X (France-India
Defence Startup Excellence). There have also

- L
Tejas Bharadwaj

Sanior rasearch
analyst in the
Technology and
Saciety Program
at Carnegie India

Mugdha Satpute

Research assistant in
the Security Studiss
Program at
Carnegie India

KIND-X can help
deepen bilateral
defence
research and
development,
co-production,
and start-up
collaboration

been suggestions to create an INDUSX-like model
with South Korea. Drawing on these existing
models, KIND-X is expected to be led by South
Korea's Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA] and India’s Defence
Innovation Organisation (DID). Both countries
run defence innovation programines 1o
strengthen their defence start-up ecosystems,
such as South Korea’s specialised innovation
enterprise system and India's Innovations for
Defence Excellence (IDEX).

According to India’s Ministry of External
Affairs special briefing on April 20, 2024, KIND-X
is expected to align with the 2020 Roadmap for
Detence Industries Cooperation.

What can be unlocked

What can KIND-X unlock? KIND-X can emerge as
the “defence innovation bridge”, expanding
defence R&D, innovation, co-development and
co-production, invelving startups, investors,
universities, academia, and think tanks,
essentially creating a joint defence innovation
and industrial ecosystem from both countries.
This may involve release of joint challenges and
grants by DAPA and DIQ for their respective
startups to innovate defence technologies in the
areas envisaged under the 2020 road map.

It may facilitate access to testing facilities
through universities and laboratories in both
countries, promote joint certification and
standardisation processes, and support
accelerator and incubator programmes
connecting investors and innovators from both
sides. It may also include workshops to help
stakeholders navigate each other’s markets and
production systems. These workshops can
address export control regimes, funding models
for defence production, and intellectual property
and licensing requirements related to technology
transfer for co-production and co-development,

An annual summit, similar to the INDUS-X
summit, could convene high-level representatives
from defence ministries, industry, universities,
think tanks, and academia in Seoul, New Delhi,
and other industrial hubs. The KIND-X summit
could also convene Track 1.5 dialogues to

emphasise the strategic rationale for bilateral
defence cooperation, foster networking, and
periodically assess progress on deliverables
under the initiative.

The surccess of KIND-X will depend on
leveraging existing co-production ventures such
as the K9 vajraT howitzers by L&T and Hanwha
Aerospace to create templates for future defence
projects. It will connect South Korea's innovation
clusters in Changwon, Daejeon, and Gumi with
India’s defence corridors in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, and with aerospace hubs in Bengaluru,
Chennai, and Hyderabad. Involving major firms
such as Hyundai, L&T, Tata Advanced Systems
Limited, Mahindra, Bharat Forge, Hanwha, LIG,
and Kangnam, alongside start-ups and R&ED
ecnsystems, can further expand linkages.

As an innovation bridge

The launch of KIND-X as a defence innovation
bridge signals both governments’ keenness to
unlock their respective deep-tech innovation
ecosystems to develop dual-use technologies.
With deepening ties across other strategic sectors
such as shipbuilding, artificial intelligence, space,
critical minerals, and semiconductors, KIND-X
can complement and draw on convergences in
these sectors for defence.

Aligning with India’s Defence Forces Vision
2047 and South Korea's Defence Innovation 4.0
strategy, and co-investing in emerging and future
technologies will be key to making this initiative
forward-looking, Potential areas under KIND-X
include Artificial Intelligence platforms for
military applications, autonomous weapon
systems and robotics, joint development of
satellites for space-based intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISE), Space
Sitational Awareness (S54), communication and
navigation, critical mineral supply chains, and
defence semiconductor fabs. Given both
countries’ growing defence exports, KIND-X can
emerge as an important facilitator.

The onus is now upon both defence ministries
to curate tangible deliverables under KIND-X,
clarifying its steering template, funding
mechanisms and areas of joint innovation.
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Governor’s role in govt. formation

What does Article 164(1) say about the appointment of the Chief Minister? When does the Governor use discretionary powers? Which commissions
recommended guidelines for government formation in a hung Assembly? Why has the conduct of Governors in hung Assemblies raised concerns?

EXPLAINER

The story so far:

he Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TYK) secured 108 seats, 10
short of a majority, in the

recently concluded Tamil Nadu
\ssemblycll:cuons After hectic parleys
with smaller parties, letters of support
fram 120 members were provided to the
Covernor. The Governor then invited TVE
chief C. Joseph Vijay to form the
government, who was sworn in as Chief

‘What are constitutional provisions?
Article 164{1) of the Constitution provides
that the ﬂ:g.(l‘gum of aState shall be

Governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister. When a single party secures a
clear majority in the Assembly, the
Governor inviges the leader of that
legislative party to form the government.
If no party secures a majority, the
Governor exercises his/her discretion in
appointing the Chief Minister.

‘The Constiturion does not |

Fresh start: Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlskar with Chief Minister C. losaph fijay, on Sunday. pT

post-electoral alliance with some parties
joining the government and the
remaining parties wpponlng the
government from outsicle

‘What are the issues?
The recommendations of the above
ot inns and ions require

any criteria for selecting the Chief
Minister in the event of a hung Assembly.
The Sarkaria Commission (1987). followed
by the Punchhi Commission (20103,
recommended the manner in which the
Chief Minister may be appointed in case
no party enjoys & majority in the
Assembly The order of preference
Indicated by these commissions (s as
follows — first a pre-poll alliance that

el ority; next the largest
e o T
government with the support uf others;
then a post-electoral coalition of parties,
with all parters in the coalition joining
the government; and finally, a

Covernors to act in a bipartisan manner
while selecting the Chief Minister in a
hung Assembly. However, Governors
have, on numerous occasions, appointed
Chief Ministers wirhout following any
particular order.

For instance, after the Assembly
elections in Goa (2017) and Manipur
(2017, the Governors invited BIP-led
post-poll alliances to form the
government, even though the Congress
had emerged as the single largest party.
These governments later proved their
majority in the Assembly. On the
contrary, in Karnataka (2018), the
Governor invited the BJT, as the single

largest party, to form the government
over a claim by the post-poll alliance of
Congress and Janata Dal (Secular). In
2019, the Governor of Maharashira
appointed a BJi*led coalition government
vwhen there was uncertainty as to whether
it enjoyed a majority. On both occasions,
the Chief Ministers had to resign as they
were unable to muster the required
majority.

Under the Constitution, the Governor
is the nominal head of the State executive
and possesses certain discretionary
powers in specific situations. The
discretion vested in the Governor to select
a Chief Minister in a hung Assembly is to
enable himy/her t appolnt a government
that would be stable and enjoy the
majority in the Assembly. However, the
conduct of Governors in several such
situations has raised concerns that they
often function more 35 agents of the
Union government than as impartial
constitutional heads of the States.

What can be the way forward?
In the current situation in Tamil Nadu,
TYK was the only party to stake a daim to
form the government, The Governor’s
office indicated tha, since the claim was a
post-pall alliance, it was essential to
validate whether the formation enjoyed
the majority support of 118 members.
However, the constitutional requirement
for a government is to have the support of
the majority of members present and
voting in the Assembly. The majority of
118 in the Tamil Nadu Assembly s based
on the full strength of the 234-member
Tamil Nadu Assembly and does not
e PN oy

mng

the vote.

The Supreme Court in the 5. R.
Bormai v. Union of India (1994) had
categorically held that the ‘floor of the
House’ is the constitutionally ordained
forum for testing the majority support
enjoyed by a government. This was
reiterated in the Rameshwar Prasad case
(2006).

The use of discretionary powers by the
GOVErnors has been subject o various
court pronouncements. Nevertheless,

The recent Jl.Lm Kurian joseph
Commitiee report on Union-State
relations, constituted by the earlier Tamil
Nadu povernment, recommended
incorporating a new schedule into the

1o codify the rules governing
the Governor’s use of discretionary
powers. This may be considered to
provide & constitutionzl basis for the use
of such discretionary powers. 1t is
imperative that the Governors exercise
their discretionary powers in a bona fide
MAnner.

(Rongarajan & is a former 1AS oficer and
aurhor of ‘Polity Simplified”. He currently
trains civil-service aspivants at "Officers 1AS
Academy’. Views expressed are personal)

THE GIST

-

The Conslitution allows the
Gavernor o exercise discretion
in appainting a Chief Minister
in a hung Assembly, but
differing interpretations and
past instances have raised
concerns over the impartial use
of these discretionary powers

-

Tha Suprema Court hae held
that the “floor of the House" is
the constitutionally ardainad
farum ta test majenty support,
wwhile the Justice Kurian
Joseph Committee
recommended codifying rules
relating to the Governor's
discretionary pawers.
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What measures are needed to
address Delhi’s heat crisis?

What structural changes are required to reduce extreme heat? How can urban planning help?

Suksham Tanu
Amir Hyder Khan

The story so far:
elhi and the NCR are facing
longer and more intense
heatwaves, with the city
increasingly retaining heat
even at night./Rapid urbanisation,
concrete-heavy infrastructure, air
conditioning, and shrinking green cover
have turned the Urban Heat Island Effect
into a deeper “heat re-trap”.

Why is Delhi retaining heat?
This transformation is rooted in the city’s
material logic. Concrete, asphalt, steel,
and glass dominate Delhi NCR’s
expansion. These materials absorb heat
efficiently but release it slowly.

Roads, rooftops, and facades
accumulate heat through the day and
emit it at night, delaying cooling. Surface
temperatures in dense areas reach
50-60°C on peak afternoons. These
surfaces act as reservoirs, keeping the
surrounding air warm well into the night.
The city, in effect, stores the sun.

Glass-heavy architecture in areas such
as Gurgaon and Noida worsens the
problem by allowing solar radiation
indoars, increasing reliance on air
conditioning rather than reducing heat.

Vehicular activity adds constant
thermal input. Corridors like NH-48
function as continuous heat sources,
where engines and exhaust combine with
heat-absorbing asphalt to create
persistent hotspots. Over time, these form
into thermal corridors that reshape the
city’s microclimate.

At the same time, Delhi struggles to
release heat. High-density construction
and narrow streets restrict airflow, while
traditional cooling features — courtyards,
shaded pathways, ventilation corridors —
have largely disappeared. As a result, air
stagnates and heat accumulates within
the city’s form.

How does cooling contribute to
warming?

While interiors are cooled, heat is
expelled outdoars. In dense
neighbourhoods, this raises ambient
temperatures by 1-2°C.

This produces a feedback loop: rising
temperatures increase the demand for
cooling, which in turn releases more heat
outside. The city cools itself internally
while warming externally.

The energy burden is also significant.
Delhi’s peak electricity demand has
crossed 8,000 MW during the summer,
with cooling accounting for a significant
share. Nationally, cooling demand is
projected to grow nearly eightfold by
2050, Increasing pressure on power
systems and raising the risk of outages
during extreme heat.

How is heat affecting the economy
and ecology?

Factories and warehouses operate within
specific temperature limits; excessive heat
reduces efficiency and affects machinery.
Productivity declines by 2-3% for every
degree rise above optimal levels, leading
to delays and higher costs.

Supply chains are also slowing as
transport hours shrink and storage
conditions deteriorate.

At a broader level, India loses over
$100 billion annually due to the decline in

heat-related productivity.

Ecologically, the city has lost natural
cooling systems. Shrinking green cover,
degraded wetlands, and the loss of the
Yamuna floodplains have reduced
evapotranspiration. Without vegetation
and water bodies, Delhi’s ability to
regulate temperature has weakened.

What measures are needed to address
the crisis?

Addressing this crisis requires structural
change in how cities are built and
managed. Materials must shift toward
high-albedo surfaces, cool roofs, and
reflective coatings. Buildings need
insulation and passive design strategies
like shading and cross-ventilation.

Urban planning must restore airflow
through ventilation corridors and better
street orientation. Green and blue
infrastructure — including urban forests,
parks, and water bodies — must expand as
essential cooling systems.

Reducing heat generated by human
activity is equally important. Sustainable
transport, electric mobility, and improved
public transit can lower vehicular
emissions. Energy-efficient appliances
and district cooling systems can reduce
heat discharge.

T ~Eqially crincal £ 5004 protection; ™ 3
U ffordable housing upgrades, subsidised;
kcooling, and community cooling centres;
mre necessary to protect vulnerable !
e
Suksham Tanu i a sustaimability dnd
environmental studies enthusiast based in
Dubai; Amir Hyder Khan is a final-year
B.Arch student at Jamia Millia Islamia)
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UAE SAYS IT INTERCEPTED TWO IRANIAN DRONES; QATAR CONDEMNS DRONE ATTACK THAT HIT A CARGO VESSEL

Iran: Sent responsce to US peace proposal

Tehran response
stresses on end
towar: Reports

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, May10

IRAN HAS sent its response to
a US proposal to begin peace
talks to end the war, Iranian
state media reported on Sun-
day, as two carriers were
allowed to pass through the
blockaded Strait of Hormuz.

The response, sent to medi-
the war on all fronts, especially
Lebanon, and on the safety of
shipping through thestrait, Tra-
nianstate TV said, without indi-
cating how or when the vital
warterway mighrraopen.

It followed a US proposal to
end fighting before starting
talks on more contentious is-
sues, including Iran's nuclear
program. There was no im-
mediate US comment on the
Iranian res

After some 48 hours of
relative calm following sporadic
clasheslast week, hostile drones
were detected over several Gulf
countries on Sunday, underlin-
ing the threat still facing region
despite amonth-old ceasefire.

Still, the QatarEnergy-oper-
ated carrier Al Kharaitiyat
passad safely through the strait
and was heading for Pakistan's
Port Qasim, according 1o data
from shipping analytics firm
Kpler, the first Qatari vessel
carrving liquefied natural gas o
cross the strait since US and Is-
rael started war on February 28,

i THEIR CHOLCE;
\"“\Eh

OUP‘\'QICE a@

&

Members of lranian network in South Korea stage arally todenouncelraniangovemnment policy near
the US Embassy in Seoul. on Sunday.

Sources said earlier the

wvrar, which has ignited a global

transfer, whichoffered amodi- — energy erisls and poses a grow-
cum of relief toPakistan aftera  ingthreat totheworld economy.
waveofpower blackouts caused PBut, despite diplomatic ef
byahalctovital gasimporis, had  forts to break a deadlock be-
beenapproved by ran to build ~ tween the two sides and the
confidencewith QatarandPak-  passage of the two vessels, the
istan, both mediarors inthewar.  threat 1o shipping lanesznd the

In addition, a Panama-
flagged bulk carrier bound for
Brazil that had previously at-
tempted to transit the strait on
May 4, passed through, using a
route designated by Iran's
armed forces, Iran's semi-offi-
cial Tasnim news agency re-
ported on Sunday.

With US President Donald
Trump due to visit China this
week, there has been mounting
pressureto draw alineunder the

economies of the region re-
uined high.

On Sunday, the United Arab
Emiratessaid itintercepted two
dronescomingfrom Iran, while
Qatar condemned a drone at-
tack that hit a carge ship
coming from Abu Dhabi in its
warers. Kuwait gaid irs air de-
fences had dealt \imhllmulc
dronesthat

Tehran has largely blocked
nen-Iranian shipping through

the narrow Strait of Hormuz,
which before the war carried
one-fifth of the world's il
supplyand whichhas emerged
as one of the central pressure
points in the war.

Qatari Prime Minister Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani, whodiscussed Pakistan's
mediation efforts toend the war
with S Secretary of State Marco
Rubio in Miami on Saturday,
told Iran's Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi using the Strait
of Hormuz as a “pressure tool”
would only deepenthe crisis,

He told Araqehi in a phone
call that freedom of navigation
should not be compromised,
the Qatariforeign ministry said
onSunday,

trip to Chinaa bit chillier
than his first-term visit

Associated Press
Washington, May 10

WEEKS BEFORE his trip to
China, President Donald
Trump was already predicting
on social media that his Chi-
nese counterpart, Xi Jinping,
would “give me a big, fat hug
whenlget there.”

ButBeijing’s deep economic
ties to Iran, aswell as trade ten-
sions overtariff threatsstreteh-
ing back to Trump’s first term,
could erimp the good feelings
when Trump tlies to Beijing
this week — even though the
Republican president has for
years effusively praised Xi,
making it clear he sees China's
leader as a competitor Strong
enough to warrant his respect
and admiration.

Trump isn't fond of long
plane rides or extended
stretches away from the White
House or his properties in
Florida and New Jersey. He is
expectedtospend parsof three
days onthe ground in China.

There will be plenty of
pomp, but the grandenr is not
expected to rival Trump’s first
visitto Chinain2017 which Beij-
ing dubbed a "state visit-plus.”

“Even beforethis whele con-
flagration with Iran, they weren't
going 1o g stare vigit-plus like
last time, just because thingsare
tense,” sald Jonathan Czin, a
tormer director for Chinaat the
Nartional Security Council dur-

* THEVISIT

® Trump arrives in Befjing on
Wednesday evening, says White
House.

@ Thursday morning opening
ceremony, state banguet intha
evening.

@ Trump, Xitodiscuss China's
support for Iran and Russia,
Bajing’s nuclear programme.

® USand China will work on joint
board of trade and investment.
® USplans 1o host Xi linping for
reciprocal visit laterim 2026.

ing the Biden administration.

Trump could meet with
China’s leader four times in
eight months, After his visit to
Beijing, Trump plans whost Xi
at the White House. Trump
might also attend the Novem-
‘ber Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation meeting in
come tothe Group of 20 sum-
mit the fellowing mnni:h at
Trump'sresort in Doral, Florida

Czin noted that Xialso s not
very fond of travel, meaning
not all of the planned en-
counters may happen. He said
China's leaderalse doesnot "do
personal connections” like the
kind Trump relisheg, noting Xi
led aChinese military purge in
January that included replac-
ing officials with long-standing
personal ties to his family.
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AFTER IRAN, UKRAINE CONFLICTS

Govt targets homegrown Al
- systems for defence sector

Defence ministry in talks with SarvamAlI, BharatGen, say
officials: ‘Idea is to have Indian version of Palantir soon’

Soumyarendra Barik
& Anil Sasi
New Delhi, May 10

AS THE Indian defence estab-
lishment evaluates the ongoing
conflictin West Asia, acompel-
ling need is being felt for the
military to have access to do-
mestically-madeartificial intel-
ligence (AI) systems, amid a
concerted push to decouple
from foreign-made technology

instrategicsectors, Thelndian
Express has learnt.

The defence ministry is cur-
rently in conversations with In-
dian companies like SarvamAIl
and BharatGen — that have
built domestic Al models —on
how the technology can be in-
tegrated with India’s existing
defence capabilities, three sen-
ior government officials said.

“The idea is to have an In-
dianversion of Palantir as soon

as possible,” an official said. To
invest in a foundational model
of our own has a growing stra-
tegic imperative, even if we're
behind the curve, another offi-
cialinvolved in the broader de-
liberations said.

The conflicts in Iran and
Ukraine, where the defence
forces are said to have used Al
effectively to take operational
decisions, have shown New

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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mmegrownAI system

Delhi that the technology can
be a game changer, nor jusr asa
defersive resouree, but asan of-
tensive option aswell. Inthe US,
systems developed by the likes
of Palantir were usad in striles
carried cut on [ran. The technol-
ogy has also been used to cary
out cyber attacks on digital in-
frastructure.

China, forinstance, israpidly
into military operations as part
of the push by the People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) towards
what's being described as “intel-
ligentised warfare”. Chinese
military planners are using A1
for bartlefield decision-making,
ALTONOIMOUS drone SWAarmms, sue-
veillance, target recognition and
commandsystemsthat can pro-
cess combat datain seconds. Ke-
cent studies of PLA procure-
ment decuments show strong
focus on Al-enabled command-
and-control and reconnaissance
gystems, aimed ar speeding up
operations and countering US
military advantages. China has
also showcased Al-powered ro-
botic “wolf pack™ combat svs-
tems and autonomous drone
platforms.

The key question though is
whether India should rely on
existing Alsolutions for warfare,
with the government and the
country s military establish-
ment believing that domestic
options might be the better al-
ternative for strategic sectors
such as defence.

“Using American Al models
to build products as wrappers
on top of them might work in
other business fislds, but when
it comes to strategic sectors, itis
clearly being felt that there isa
nead to hawve our own technol-
ogy, at least invest in them and
build them, sothat weare not re-
liant on something that we

source from outside,” a second
official said.

Ewven if extensively large
modelslike thosebuilt inthe US
may not have been created in
India so far, the military sees
merit in deploying domesti-
cally-madesmall modelsforuse
ontheground. “SuchAlcan still
help gnide our autonomaons sys-
tems for surveillance, recon-
naissance and target mapping,
and aid in intelligence fusicn,” a
senior govermment official zaid.

Intelligence fusion in the
military refers to the process of
aggregating, analysing and in-
tegrating data from multiple
sources — such as signals, ima-
eery andhuman intelligence —
to create aunified, actionable
and real-time picture of threats,
This concept isevolving intoIn-
relligence Fusion Systems,
which utilise Al and machine
leamingtorapidly process data,
reducing the time from daca col-
lection to decision-making.

“From our conversations
with local players, whatwe have
understood so far isthat the dif-
ference in models that have
been built domesticallyby com-
panies like Sarvam and Bha-
rarczen is not that much when
compared with Deepseels, or at
least the gap can be bridged,
even though there might be a
lag. Burwe need ourown model,
noquestion about that,” another
official said.

One of the reasons behind
that is also the money involved
in building Al models. General
purpase large language models
such as those built by com-
panies like OpenAl and An-
thropic take substantial invest-
ments, with computing alone
costing close to $200 million,
and data training and annota-
tion costs cantake that fiureup
to 3500 million-$600 million.

Smaller modelswhich are tuned
for specific purposes may be
cheapertobuild comparatively.
Indian firms may also struggle
in matching compute access
that some of their Western
counterpartshave, although the
government has tried to address
that handicap by providing
them GPUs at discounted usage
ratesunder the IndiaAl Mission.

Oeries s=nt to the defence
ministry and SarvamaATldid not
elicit A response until publica-
tion.

What has also irked New
Drelhi are comments made by
genior US administration offi-
cialsearlier thisvear, where they
insisted that the US expects that
itg allies, including India, should
buildtheirAlsclutionson top of
the so-called America Al stack.

Tobe sure, theIndian armed
torces did use Al cloud-based in-
tograted aircommand and con-
trol systems to detect and posi-
tion any hostile objects in the
gky during Operation Sindoor
last vear, as reported by The [n-
dian Exprass. Also, during the
India Al Impact Summirearlier
this year, Lt General Dinesh
Singh Rana, chief of the Stra-
tegic Forces Command, re-
vealed that the Army had de-
ploved Al predictive tools to
anticipate and repulse a Chinese
attemptalongtheLine of Actual
Control(LAC)in Yangtse, Arun-
achal Pradesh.

There is, however, a refrain
around I'ndias hardware capa-
bilities in these discussicns, of-
ficials said. *Even if ourstart-ups
are able tobuild Al-led systems
for military use cases, the under-
lyinghardwarethat is powering
those, including the graphics
processing units crueial for
computing poswer, are currenthy
all made by foreien companies.
We don't have that level of tech-
nology atour disposal vet, butit
issomething that has to be en-
sured in the coming years,” a
senior governmentofficialsaid.




	Sanskriti IAS Daily Current Affairs (Front Page)
	Important Editorial highlights 11-05-2026

