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CEASEFIRE FATE UNCERTAIN; BOTH SIDES DRAW ‘RED LINES'

Peace talks fail; US
will blockade Strait
of Hormuz: Trump

US President sees
scope for further
talks; Tehran says
it has full control
over Hormuz

Bo Erickson, Saad Sayeed
& Asif Shahzad
Miami, Islamabad, April12

US PRESIDENT Denald
Trump sald on Sunday the Us
Navy would start blockading
the Strait of Hormuz, raising
the stakes after marathontalks
with Iran falled 1o reach adeal
toend the war, jpopardising a
fragile two-week ceasefire.
Trump also sald ln a poston
Truth Social that the US would
take action against every vessel
inintemational waters that had
paid atoll to Iran, and begin
destroying mines that he said
the [ranians had dropped in
*LCONTINUED ON PAGE 2

IDEA EXCHANGE

“India follows apolicy of
strategic autonomy.. that
doesn't mean itis neutral’

KEVIN KELLY, IRELAND'S
AMBASSADORTOINDIA PAGE 17

ﬁ ‘We'vemade |
Y - very clear |
T whatourred |
L\ linesare,what |
we'rewillingto |
accommodate... and |

what we'renot...

*It’s time for

them (US.) 5 : ;
todecide i
whether they 'u
canearnour trust or not.”
MOHAMMADBAGHER

: GHALIBAF, SPFAKER OF
JD VANCE, US. VICE PRESIDENT

IRANS PARLIAMENT

|_THEGAPS |

U.S. CLAIM that Iran refuses to
give up its nuclear pragramme.

FATE of nearly 900 pounds of
enriched wanium,

U.5.SEEKS reopening of Strait of

i Hormuz, Iran says only after deal,

i IRAN'S DEMAND for release
i of frozen assets,

Deadlock, but with silver
lining: Key takeaways
from the US-Iran talks

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, Aprif 12

US VICE President JD Vance's
'mission impossible’ hit a wall
in Islamabad on Sunday, as 1S
and [ran failed to reach an
agreement after 21 hours of
talks. Vance, before leaving Is-
lamabad, sald, "They have
chosen not to accept our
terms.”

This may
have come as a
dampener, but
the moment is
extraordinary.

Here arethe

El

key takeaways:

Historic moment

Thiswas the first highest-
level political contact between
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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US-Iran peace talks fail

the Strait. Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards responded with astate-
ment warning that military
vessels approaching the strait
will be considered a ceasefire
breach and dealt with harshly
anddecisively, underlining the
risk of a dangerous escalation.
The strait is under the
control and "smart manage-
ment” of Iran's Navy,
the Guards said in astatement,
adding it is "open for the safe
passage of non-military
vesselsinaccordance with spe-
cific regulations.”

Trumpsaid in his Truth So-
cial post: “Effective immedi-
ately, the United States Navy,
the Finest in the World, will
begin the process of BLOCK-
ADING anvand all Ships trving
Lo entet, ot leave, the Strait of
Hormuz."

“T have alsc instructed our
Mavy to seek and interdict
every vessel in International
Waters that has paid atoll to
Iran. Noone who paysan illegal
toll will have safe passage on
the high seas,” Trump added.

“AnyIranianwhofires atus,
or at peaceful vessels, will be
BLOWN TO HELL!™ he addead.

Morenegotiations?

In an interview with Fox
News after his post about the
strait, Trump said that he be-
lieved Iran would continue to
negotiate and called the weel-
enddiscussions “very friendly”.

“Tdobelieve they re goingto
come to the table on this, be-
cause nobody can be so stupid
as to say, "We want nucleat
weapons, and they have no
cards,” Trump told Fox News

from his golf course near
Miami, Florida.

(AP adds: The US President
said his threat to impose 50%
tariffs on goods from countries
that sold weapons to [ran was
aimed at China. Trump told
Fox News that he has heard re-
ports of China giving anti-air-
craft "shoulder missiles™ to [ran.
He playved down the possibility
of China supplying weaponsto
Iran, but said their goods would
be taxed if they did. I doubt
they would do that, because I
have arelationship, and Tthink
they wouldn't do that, but
maybe theydidalittlebit at the
beginning,” Trump said. "But if
we catch them doingthat, they
get a 50% tariff.”)

The weekend talks in [sla-
mabad, which followed the an-
nouncement of a ceasefire last
Tuesday, were the first direct
US-[ranian meeting in more
than a decade and the highest-
level discussions since the 1979
Islamic Revolution.

“The bad news i that we
have not reached an agree-
ment, and [ think that's bad
news for Iran much more than
it's bad news [or the United
States of America,” said Vice
President JDD Vance, who
headed the US delegation.
"We've made very clear what
our red lines are, what things
we're willing to accommeodate
themon, andwhat thingswe're
not..." he added.

A US official said [ran had
rejected Washington's call for
an end to all uranium enrich-
ment, the dismantling of all
major enrichment facilitiesand
the transfer of hichly enriched

uranium. The two sides also
failed to reach agreement on
the US demand thart Iran cease
funding for Hamas, Hezbollah
and the Houthis aswell as fully
open the strait, the official
added.

[ran's Parliamentary
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, who led his country's
delegation along with Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi,
blamed the US for not winning
Tehran'strust, despite histeam
offering “forward-lookinginiti-
atives.” Ghalibafsaid on X: “The
US has understood [ran's logic
and principles and it's time for
them to decide whether they
Can earn our trust or not.”

[ran's Precident Masoud Pe-
zeshkian, who discussed the
talks in a call with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, said
Tehran wanted “a balanced
and fair agreement.”

“If the United States returns
to the framework of interna-
tional law, reaching an agree-
ment is not far off,” he told
Putin, Iranian state media re-
ported.

(The Financial Times re-
ported that there has been
minimal traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz since the war
began. The FT's chokepoint
tracker, which monitors tran-
sitsthrough the strait based on
ships' transponder signals, has
recorded a toral of 18 move-
ments out of the Gulf and 18
movements into the Gulf
across Saturday and Sunday.
Om the last Sunday before the
war started, 172 total transits
were recorded in one day.)

-REUTERS
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WITHTHE INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS (ICU)

Rs1.51akh ashot, ‘magic’ cancer
drug leaked from top hospitals,
fakes sold to desperate patients

What's Keytruda,
whyisitabig
dealinindia’s

* PLAYING WITH LIFE & DEATH: TRACKING
KEYTRUDA: 11STEPS,LEAKSAT6,8AND 10

How nexus of pharmacists and fixers
uses authentic batch numbers and

used vials of Merck & Co’s Keytruda; ™) 5 Vendor deivers 5 Purchase
. . = = vials to hospitalis eptoends
company says hospital’s responsibility = Bl o ity cancer fight
1. Oncobgist tophaimacy Anonna Dutt
Kaunain Sheriff M Toumaslists (ICLN has found prescrbes - fg‘:hn]ph New Delki April 12
New Deltal, April 12 The irsaecrigarion £baced on Keytruda palieatsonly
scrutiny of more than 12,500 A Veador What is Keytrudaand why
ONE OF the world's fastest  [apesofpolice andhospial rec- - procures wials - is it considered so
growing populatione  crds and interviews with several from company ar = effective?
and one of the world's most  hospital staff members, includ- =) distnbutor ne Keytrudais the brand name
powerful and Cancer  ingoncologisis The Ficliarn Er- @ = of pembrolizumab, an immu-
drugsintersect inastorysetin - o aboinvestizated recordsoff A~ T. Fhamacy notherapy dnug manufactured
lnn:lﬂtnm in Puniab. more than 150 patients across 1. hotification . ssues the drugto by US-based global pharma
In earky J022. 3 S6-year-old  rhenstional capial who had re- emsiled fom = Oncology dept major Marck & Co (MSD) for
womannearChandigathbegan  coived the original Keyinuda hospital’s o - treating several cancers [ibe
ireaiment for liver cancer 21 and found that the baich Oncology cept 3 Vendor places A0 longs 1o a class called “check-
PCGIMER. wheredoctorsrecom-  rumibersmarched what inmvesti oMarck&Co P order. specifiesdoss = r:fb‘_ point inhibitors™ — drugs that
pended Keytruda —animnng-  gators had seized from em- wenckor ne==d=d .—lef-.i_- S remove the brakes preventing
notherapy dne menutscnwad  ploposs an top Delhi hoepitals. ’:-1: i the body's T cells, which snea
by US pharma major Merck & Onaglobal kewel, the IC1T in- Somrce. Folice & hoepitalrecerds, Delhi HII:"i'I crucial weapon in the body’s
Co (MSD) that vestigation reveals e :a',;nf__l_ immune system, from sttack-
mocr familiec can- how one of the & fie ing cancerous
not afford avan of- world’s largest cells. In other
Nicksl market price drugmakers de- — = wornds, it uses
of over Be 1.5 lakh J‘ ploved ractics to f-:jt_‘ the body's own
fora 100 mevial inflate thevolume S immunesystem
Weighaddown CAN ER of prescriptions 9. Used, empty I fight cancer
bithebundente .‘-.ll Clll'l.l‘s and keepthe prce vids discarded ¢ Pembrolizumab works by
paiieni’s family 2 high through colowr-coced hag attaching to recepiors called
bought 12viake be- lobbying, while ED-1on T eells. This preventsT
ween September and De-  seeking Lo prevent cheaperver- cells from binding with corre-
cember thal year fomalocal  <onsof thedng from reaching sponding PD-L1 receptons on
medical store ot & “discount™, bundreds of thousands of cancercsls ketring them ident-
forapproximately Rs16lakh. cancer patients — andoounter- ify the abnormal cells and trig-
Burthar“smallsehel™ nemed il  feit mokels operating from AN MmN feponse.
alwmn when police rom Delhi  Nepalic Mexisa First approved by the US
cilled: the drugs they had used In Indiz, connterfeiting is FDA in 2004 for achanced skin
werscounterfoil — Alled with common across moedicines cancer, Kevirada is now used
antifungal medication From antibiotics toantacids, bor gobally fof certain ung canoers,
This i€ juct one AMonesev- 58 The Indian Express spoke o A Hendardor b cervical cancer, renal cell cancer
emlcasesat the heartof aprow- pabentswho eooved ke Koy- e "r_ﬁ:i‘zl : and Agaressive Dreast cancer,
ing black market of counverfsit  truda a brgerscory emerged:of Sl amonzothers. Bt is the best-se{}
Esytrudain lndis enirvestiga-  the grey zone between global - ingdrugglobally, generating
tionby e fedign Enpress mas-  pharma, government regula- ﬁsmmmm—m
sociatiom with the Interretional  tions and hospilzl 1, of Menck & Co's revenus.
Consortium of Inwestigative SCONTINUED OM PAGEH “‘“T“'Em THECHALLENGE =CONTINUED DN PACE1R
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D_eadlock, but with asilver lining

theUSand Iran since the 1979 1=-

lamic Revolution. Vance came
all the way o Pakistan (o meet

TEam,

This moment of direct con-
tact between the twotopofficials
hias a parallel to the phone con-
versarion berween the then US
President RBarack Obama and
Iran's President Hessan Rouhani
on September 27, 20013, during
Rouhaniserip oo New York., Thar
st thestage for the two-year ne-
gotiations that led to the con-
clusion of the JCPOA in 2015,

Thesignificance of the meet-
ingg ks also because just sl weeks
ago, US surikes killed the Su-
preme Leader of Iran, Ali

and Tehran vowed

VDR

Americans, sionce they were ne-
potiatingwith LIS Speclal Ervery
Seeve Witkoff and Tramp's son-
In-law Jared Kushner in Geneva
till Februnry 27. And then the

Hence, the Iranlans didn't
want 1o negotiate with Witkoff
and Kuslhiner, belisving twm to
Inck credibility. The Americans
vielded and fielded Vanoe — the
hilghestofficlal alterthe US Presk
dent

The Irnninns too agreed to
send the top = ust
et tothe
Mojtaba Khamenel, who Is be-

Tieved tobe injured - to talk to
the Americans.

The red lines

The talks were taking place in
;duurummu

thereforathe stickingpaints
are well-established. "Wt
made very clear what our red
lines are, what thingswe're will-
ing to accommodate them on,
and what things we're nol will-
ing to accommodate them on,”
Vanoe said.

According to reports in the
US and Iranian media, there are
three main stcking points —ne-

ofHonmuz:

openingofthe Strait

the fate of more than 440 kgof
highly enriched uranium: and
Iran's demand thar abour $27 hil-

lion in frozen revenues held
abroad bereleased.

But the fact that it has
whittled down from the 10-point
maximalist Iranian proposal
shows some progress.

The first peintisof immense
value o the global ecotsormy, and
Iranians have realised that their

50, the US has demanded
that Iranshoubkd immediatehy re-
open the Strait of Hormwez to all
imemnational maritime traffic.

Tehran realises that this is
their and
wontld not want o give itup, Al-
ready, there are reportsthat Iran
s been changing atoll for cross-
Ing the Strait — diplomars have
beencalling it “Ayatoll booth”.

The second red line pertains
to [ran's nuclear programme.
Reports suggest that Vance
Buaracled U Iranans o Lake-{t-or-
beve-lt proposal Lo lorever Ler-
minate their nuclear pro-
gramme = and they left I,

Iranians feel that it s thelr
right toenrlch nuclear muterial
and keep thelr stockplle as pan
of thelr soverelgnty and keep
their nuclear programme on-
going for power generation,
Murry refuse to believe that it is
only for clvilian use,

This again has a defavuwith
the Obama ern, when US and
Tehran agreed on the JCPOA —
the agreement wis between -
SeLand Tran, It had allowed Iran
Lo petain a small amount of
muclenrstockpile,

Treaty.

On February 27, before US
and lsrael began the attaclks on
Iran, the Iranians had offered to
"suspend” thelr nuclear oper-
athons for a few vears, but o o
give up their stockpiles of near-
bomb-grade uranium or perma-
nently surrender the capability
toenrch uranium on thelr own
soil.

Iran'sfrozen assers

Lran's demand that about $27
billion in frozen revenues held
ahroad be released - is the third
red line,

Iranian diplomats teld The
Indlian Express that they need
money to rebuild their country
after the devastating strikes for
more than a month, and one of
the ways is to release the frozen
assets and give them some sanc-
tionsrelief.

Iran also sought reparations
for damage from six weeks ofair-
strikes and asked for frozen oil

revenues held in Irag, Luxem-
bourg, Bahrain, Japan, Qatar,
Turkey and Germany to be re-
leased, the officials said. The
Americans have rejected those
requests, acconding to The New
York Times.

Thedeadlock &a thin

silverlining

The Vance-Ghalibaftalks did
nol lead o immediate resulis,
It elicd ot Block the way aheacd,

Vance left the door open, say-
ing, "We lesve here with a very

gt s ot

and best offer.. We'll see if the
Irantans acoepr it

Iranlans will get back 1o
Tehran and consult with the
hardline IRGC and clergy, and
the Supreme Leader, before any
movement. The Amerlcan es-
tablishment will surely deler o
thieUs Presldent, whowill takea
call an the nest steps,

Whether he resumes the war
nnd the bombing is difficult 1o
sy, but there is something on
the tahle for both sldes to chesw
on as they have a two-week
censeline to negotinte.

ForIndia

Inclia has been watching the
negotiations very carefully and
hopingg thee talks will lead to ne-
openingoftheStraltof Tiomme.
The war's economic lmpact on
thee Indlan economy has been
quite actverse, as gas shorages in
LG and possible price hikes in
petrnl are expected in the

coming weeks, THEShoages

Also, the disruption in the
fertiliser sector arvd helium have
also complicated India’s agricul-
ture, health and semiconductor

Delhi has been careful in
navigating the diplomatic space
by talking to Iran contnuously
in the last six weeks, and has
even expressed concam at the
strikes on Lebanon by Israel
(without naming Israel). IEHES
got about eight vessels to pass
through the Strait. A ninth one
was passing through on Samur-
day evening.

Delhi is also looking at Iran's
benefactors — how China and
Russia respond after the lack of
breakthrough in the talks will
alodetermine the next steps.
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Study unravels why men experience
more skin infections than women

Hormcmes may do mone than regukie mood, beho o, and repeoduction

Thwir Anctings, published n sarure
Microhioiogy, show that
testusterce keveb in mouse mosdets
increased ihe animaly’ resistance o
infactions When the reseanchers applied
testosternoe wopically to fernale mice, the
infection became mune severe.

Skin's hormiomnes
Sea bormeones are groeally theught o be
s st opiurigeeer oy

Hivawwer, Tarmiz HamisTryon, Associne
Professor af dermatology aed
Emunohigy at UT Southwestern, and bex
e had previously showm using an
advanced techregue cailed

chromatography tandem mass
spectraneiry that the shin also prnerates
and sncresws pxiTema b omoall
concentrations iof these hormones.

“We cotimwe io be bncinated by how
the skin makes sex hormanes and o
this changes: in skan disenses,” Dr.

Harris Tryom saicl
'lhnlhiuhr-nlrmpm
i - ariinis | site readily
nﬂ.um-u-in the sk

=upface. This Is nebevamn
w—ﬂn‘qhﬂ
rightaway. lestod, they watt
and multiply, and sciwvaie ther
dlis=ase-casing machivery mnly cnce the
('Dh'g-xd.tulecru# o 2 r#mn!

chance_ Biviformaic
revesled 1 the beciera -:ﬂu
the hoet's barmane:.

"Toget her, these chservations led the
tenm i exphors & pobeniial conoecton
berween hast hormcral dhanges and
mirebial dynamics on the skim,” Mana
Sincthura john, the study's hee mthor
and & possdocioral researcher an UT
Sowlbwesiemn, said.

Tia et whether foctosteronse from the
skin drives infection, the reseanders
engineersd mice thar were unahle

and e finclings suggess they moany sk desermine how vineralde we ane o skin nfections amd
vy wi fighit then: male sex hormones, which melede tesiosterone, hefp bactoria communicate and couse skin infections by actvaing a hactersal simalling system

A Colirrioed spavIny e on g gl of e i beene sl Sapdy oo s e s (WY Seck s Powe 5okl oersslog wilha fursen

nulnsphil @ aed e

“Tiaa clegant sty shows thet
Bosa-dermnd aadrogen kormones
madulre the quorumn sensing system o
mihee the bactesia more virwlent” Persic
C. Fang. aclinkclan scientiss 2 the
Uriveraty of Washmoton S<koal of
Medicine, who wasn't imvolved in the
stvahy, saicd. “Thus, the barteris not only
ik o wsch ocher, but the hos also s
to the bacteria. This may help to explen

The hacveria o cmb lk bocach
other_ b the bost sso s w the
hacierka Thismen hedp boes plain
why e are mEee susceplitie o
sephniconodal skm imloonods fon
REn

FEERN © Fasi
i e Vs o W i
St Wi
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colorase: the son and e but when ¢ ﬂ“hm
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Are biomass stoves a cleaner,
cheaper alternative to LPG?

Can modern cookstoves turn the return of firewood into a sustainable alternative during the LPG crisis?

Ankit Mathur

The story so far:
wing to the LPG crisis, many
rural

Are today’s firewood-based stoves less
polluting and benign to human use?
Modern biomass stoves, often called
improved cookstoves (ICS), represent a
major step up from traditional cooking
methods. Unlike old-fashioned mud
stoves, they can cut fuel use by up w0
two-thirds while dramatically reducing
smoke

Traditional “chulhas” waste most of
their heat through poor airflow and have
an efficiency of barely 10%. By contrast,
modern stoves reach thermal efficiency
levels of 38% to 45%. Technologies such

as secondary aeration help to catch soot
and harmful gases before they turn into
smoke.

How can mass firewood-based
cooking be made sustainable?

Firewood
is a renewable resource as long as the rate
of extraction does not exceed the rate of
regrowth. Since improved cookstoves
burn fuel more efficiently, they can
reduce the amount of wood needed for a
meal.

Modern cookstoves can also run on
alternative biomass fuels, including
pellets and briquettes made from sawdust
or agricultural waste. This widens the fuel
base and takes some pressure off raw

creating a funding stream that makes
stoves more affordable for lower-income

What about the cost of equipment
and fuel expenses?

Upfront costs vary significantly.
Household models start below 22,000,
while commercial systems can exceed
20,000, depending on the manufacturer
and purchase channel (whether direct,
through e-commerce, or via distributors),
For low- and middle-income households,

Firewood is highly cost-effective
compared with LPG, especially during the

ongoing supply crunch when commercial
LPG rates in major cities have exceeded

‘What supply chain would be needed
for mass adoption? Will this be a
massive investment?

Scaling up is therefore more about
strengthening distribution networks.
Success depends on improving logistics,
last-mile delivery, and local partnerships.
Just as importantly, building user
awareness and providing reliable
after-sales support are essential to making
sure these stoves remain a permanent
part of daily life.

(The author is co-founder and CEO,
Greenway Grameen)

THE GIST

A d

Improved Cookstoves (ICS) offe
a sustainable solution by
increasing thermal efficiency,
reducing smoke, and cutting
firewood usage by over 50%.

A d

Mass adoption of efficient
biomass stoves does not requi
massive infrastructure
investment, as local, renewabl
fuels (wood, agricultural waste
are readily available.
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