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NEET-UG scrapped over paper leak,
Govtordersfresh exam, CBI probe

Over 22 lakh
affected; NTA
says new exam
date soon; one
held in Nashik

Abhinaya Harigovind
& Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, May 12

IN A move affecting over 22
lakh candidates. the National
Testing Agency (NTA) Tueschy
cancelled the NEET-UG exam
for admission to undergrad
uatemedical courses, nine ciys
after it was held on May 3. fol
lowing an alleged paper leak —
the first time such a decision
has been taken by the agency
since the exam was introduced
n 2016

The NTA said the exam,
whichis the largest itconducts
intermsof students appearing
inasingle session, will be held
again on dates 1o be notified
separately even as the Centre
handed over the paper-leak
probe tothe CBI.

The cancellation triggered
protests by student organisa-
tions, mainly in Delhi and Ke-
rala, and drew sharp criticism
from the Opposition, which ac-
cused the Government of
crushing the “hard work, sacri-
fices, andd reams of more than
22 lakh students”. Around 227
lakhcandidates had registerad

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Accused Shubham Khaimar |)-ﬂh(J taken nto cust [xl', Iy CBI officials in Nashik Tuesclay. s

A ‘whistleblower’, a paid WhatsApp
group, ‘guess paper’ that did rounds

HamzaKhan

Jaipur, May 12

(NEET-UG). 2026. in Raiasthan
bagan with an automated fine
print on a WhatsApp message:
“Forwarded mary times“When
investigators following the wrail
of a "guess paper” stumbled
upon this WhatsApp message,
they realised that what they
hoped was an isolated leak was

INSIDE

STUDENTS DEJECTED:
‘FEELS LIKEGOD
KEEPS TESTING ME'

AE

54,0

much larger in scale.

Officials of the Rajasthan
Special Operations Group
(SOG), which had been investi-
gating the case before the CBI
took charge on Tuesday, said

that they found @ WhHaisApp
group named ‘Private Mafia’,
where the sadd paperwas being
circulated and had members
who had paid various amounts,
beginning from around Rs
5.000, to join the group. How-
ever, despite strict “instruc-
tions™ from the grou padminis-
trators notto share the paper. it
was circulated far and wide.
said that prelim-
inary investigation had indi-
cated that the paper may have
=CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

After last leak,
ex-ISRO chief
panelhadcalled
for reforms;all
gather dust

Abhinaya Harigovind
& Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 12

WHILE THIS is the first time
thatthe National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test-Undergraduate

(NEET-UG). for admission to
undergracuate
tion, is being cancelled over an
alleged paper leak. there have
beenclaims of malpractices and
breaches before.
over an alleged
® NEET-UG paper
leak in 2024, the
AIP-led povern-
to power then for a third term,
had constituted a high-level
committee of experts led by
former ISRO Chainman K Rad-
forms in the examination pro-
cess, and improve security
protocol.

In its October 2024 report
submitted to the Education
presented 2 detailed set of rec-
ommendations. But, nearly
two years after a CBI probe
found that candidates allegedly

medical educa-

Under fire

ment, which had just returned
hakrishnan to recommend re-
Ministry. the committee had
~CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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As rupee falls torecord low
0f 95.63, CEA flags: Stopping
further fallakey i 1mperat1ve

&.d}rs structural
shifts in global
economic order

notgoing toreverse

CEA V Anantha Nageswaran at
aCll event in New Delhi. pn

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May12

ONTHE day the the rupee hit
an all-time low of 95.75 per dol-
lar before closing at 95,63, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA)V An-
antha Nageswaran, while
warning that ongoing struc-
tural shifts in the global econ-
omic order wete not going to re-
wverse, said Tuesday that
stopping the rupee from falling
further was one of the “central
Mmacrpeconomic imperatives™
of the current fiscal.

Speaking at the Confeder-
ationof Indian Industry's (CII)
annual business summit in
Mew Delhi, Nageswaran said,

*CONTINUVED OMNPAGE 2
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MARKETS SLUMP
FORSECOND DAY

PAGE13

NNIJAL B-USIHEI.S.
FUMMT 1026

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri with Cll president Rajiv Memani
at the Cll Annual Business Summit in New Delhi, Tuesday. sw

Puri: Govt will have
toweigh how long oil
firms can suffer losses

Sukalp Sharma

New Delhi, May 12 Business as Usual
THE GOVERNMENT will have BYEP
to “take a view" at some point Switched oFf the
on how long public sector oil vand mfha-"q
marketing companies (OMCs)
can continuetosufferlossesby tlﬂ:;itfﬂrd st
salling majar fuels helow mar- &)
ket price, Petroleum Minister J
Hardeep Singh Puri said Tues-
day, but did not comment on
whether a fuel price hike ison j ~
the cards.
Whilehe assured that there
are adequate stocks of petrol,
diesel and cocking gas for regu-
lar supplies, Puri said the global
warand theconsequent closure  the OMCs, with combined losses
oftheSwaltofHormuzisleading  ofthe three refiners-cum-fuel
tosignificant financial strain for »CONTINUEDON FAGE 2
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Rupee

“Managing the current account
credibly, financing it, and pre-
venting further currency de-
preciation are the central mac-
roeconomic imperatives of
FY27" He said India’s exposure
tothe West Asia crisis was “struc-
tural” and presented a “live Bal-
ance of Payments stress test,
with direct consequences forin-
flation, the current account, and
the exchange rate.”

The remarks by the govern-
ment’s top economist came on
thedaythe rupee hitanotherall-
time low, falling to as much as
95.75 per dollar during the day
before closing at 95.63 — the lo-
west it has ever ended a session.
Since the war in West Asia
began, therupee has slumped by
almost 5% against the US dollar
and has been Asia’s worst per-
forming currency so far in 2026
- aperiod in which it has fallen
by 6%.

Thewar hassentshockwaves
through energy importing na-
tions, especially those in Asia,
with currencies weakening as
foreign investors pull out money
- although some countries have
benefited duetosectors, particu-
larly those related to Artificial In-

well.

India, which is widely con-
sidered to have low exposure to
Al has seen Foreign Portfolio In-
vestors (FPIs) exit domestic fi-
nancial markets to the tune of
$23 billion since the start of the
war, putting pressureonthe Bal-
ance of Payments.

The Balance of Payments is

ALY ALEATE Al AR Rk TY SRl ke

money Indians send abroad to
pay for various things such as
imports and investments and
the money India receives from
overseas for exports and in the
form of remittances and capital
flows.

With the import bill widen-

ingduetosharply high crude oil
and gold prices, exportsaffected
by weak global demand, FDIin-
flows muted, and remittances
from West Asia under threat,
economistsare warningthat In-
dia’s Balance of Payments could
be in the negative zone forathird
straight year in FY27

BofA Securities economists
Rahul Bajoria and Smriti Mehra,
inareport Tuesday, said, “India’s
current account deficit appears
set to exceed ~2% of GDP-which
the RBI has historically ident-
ified as the threshold level that
India can finance sustainably
over the long term. However, in
recent years, even a 1% of GDP
hasbeen difficult to finance due
to a confluence of factors in the
capital and financial account
leading to persistent weakness
inthe exchange rate.”

And Nageswaran, while
pointing out that since the start
of the US and Israel’s attack on
Iran, Brent crude futures prices
were up 51%, ureaand ammonia
prices 65%, and butane 51%, said
these numbers were not of a
“temporary shock that will self-
correct when the situation sta-
bilises™ and that it would be a
“strategic error” for emerging
economiesto make plansforthe
future on the assumption that
the pre-2020 global economic
architecture will re-assert itself.
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China’s Foreign Minister set
to skip BRICS meet in Delhi

Beijing cites ‘scheduling reasons’ and states that Chinese Ambassador to India Xu Feihong will be

present: it expresses readiness to work with all BRICS members to support India as the Chair

Ananth Krishnan
BEIIING

here will be no
T high-level repre-
sentation from Beij-

ing at Thursday’s meeting
of BRICS Foreign Ministers
in New Delhi because of
“scheduling reasons”, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
said on Tuesday.

The May 14-15 meeting
coincides with the visit to
China by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump, who lands in
the Chinese capital on
Wednesday. Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi will be in Beij-
ing for Mr. Trump’s visit.
China will not be sending
any other high-level official
for the meeting, the Fo-
reign Ministry indicated.

“Due to scheduling rea-
sons, Chinese Ambassador
to India Xu Feihong will re-
present Foreign Minister
‘Wang Yi at this Foreign Mi-
nisters’ Meeting,” the Fo-
reign Ministry said, adding
that “China attaches great
importance to and actively

External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yiin Beijing on July 14, 2025. aP

participates in BRICS coop-
eration, and is always com-
mitted to deepening the
BRICS strategic partner-
ship and consolidating the
positive momentum of un-
ity and cooperation among
BRICS countries.”

“We stand ready to work
with all BRICS members to
support India, as the Chair,
in successfully hosting the
BRICS Foreign Ministers’
Meeting and promoting the
high-quality development

of ‘BRICS Plus’ coopera-
tion,” the statement said.
Spokesperson of the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
Randhir Jaiswal said on
Tuesday at a weekly press
briefing that the meeting
scheduled for May 14-15 will
be chaired by External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar.
Visiting Foreign Ministers
and heads of delegations
from member and partner
countries, including Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-

gey Lavrov and Iranian Fa-
reign  Minister  Abbas
Araghchi, will also call on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. “The discussions will
focus on pressing global
and regional issues of mu-
tual concern among mem-
ber states of BRICS,” Mr.
Jaiswal said, adding that
the second day would see
discussions on reviewing
the group’s evolution and
future direction, and re-
forms of global governance
and the multilateral sys-
tem. The gathering this
week takes place against
the backdrop of the crisis
in West Asia and divisions
within the grouping, lead-
ing to doubts over whether
the meeting will yield a
joint statement. A meeting
in New Delhi last month of
Deputy Foreign Ministers
and Special Envoys of the
ll-nation BRICS grouping
ended without a joint state-
ment, as delegates from
the United Arab Emirates
and Iran sparred over the
war in West Asia.
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Managing coexistence in human-wildlife conflict zones

framed as a conservation problem. In

reality, it is a complex socio-ecological
challenge shaped by land use, livelihoods and
ecological change. Acrass continents, interactions
between people and wildlife are becoming more
frequent and more intense, not because animals
are encroaching on human space alone, but
because human activity is rapidly mzansforming
natural habitats.

In India, hundreds of people die each year in
encounters with elephants, while large numbers
of livestock are lost to predators. Similar patterns
are reported in parts of Africa, Southeast Asia
and Latin America. These contlicts retlect deeper
pressures such as habitat fragmentation,
agricultural expansion and changing land use.
Where biodiversity overlaps with dense human
settlement, conflict becomes almost inevitable.

l-l uman-wildlife conflict (HWC) is often

A reflection of ecological imbalance
Geographically, the most severe conflicts oceur in
South and Southeast Asia and sub-Saharan Africa,
Brazil, India, Indonesia, Kenya and Tanzania face
recurring challenges involving elephants, hig cats
and other large mammals. These species require
extensive ranges and seasonal movement
corridors. When forests are cleared, roads
constructed or farms expanded, these natural
pathways are disrupted. Wildlife then adapis,
often by moving into agricultural landscapes or
peri-urban areas in search of food and shelter.

Importantly, animal behaviour in such
contexts is rarely “aggressive” in intent. Crop
raiding by elephants or livestock predation by
carnivores are adaptive responses to ecological
constraints, Monkeys and wild boars exploit
easily available food near forest edges, while
predators turn to livestock when natural prey
declines. These patterns reflect ecological
imbalance rather than aberrant animal
behaviour.

Global responses to HWC show that
coexistence is possible when policy moves
beyond reactive measures. In Africa, Botswana
and Namibia have implemented

Vinava Kumar H.M.
Assistant Professor,
Keladi Shivappa
MNayaka University

of Agricultural and
Heorticultural Sciences,
Shivamogga,
Karnataka

Aishwarya P,
Assistant Conservatar
of Forests, Forest,
Ervironment and
Ecology Department,
Government

of Karnataka

The approach
should be
scientifically
informed,
socially just, and
ecologically
sustainable

community-based natural resource management
systems, where local communities share tourism
revenues and gain rishts over wildlife use. This
aligns conservation goals with economic
incentives, reducing hostility toward wildlife. In
central America in Costa Rica, ecological

corridors are integrated into national w%m
maintain habitat connectivity. Fin. combines
realtime wildlife monitoring with rapid

com| ion systems, reducing both risk and

T'hese approaches share three key features:
strong local participation, reliable economic
support and the use of ecological data for
planning; they treat conflict as a shared
management issue rather than a law-and-order
problem.

The complexities in India

In India, significant efforts have been made to
address HWC through compensation schemes,
technological interventions and legal
frameworks. However, given the scale and
complexity of the challenge, there remains scope
to further strengthen implementation,
Compensation mechanisms, while
well-intentioned, can benefit from greater
timeliness, enhanced coverage and improved
accessibility for marginalised communities.
Similarly, measures such as solar fencing and
early-warning systems have shown
context-specific success, but their effectiveness
depends on better coordination and ecological

At the policy level, India’s legal framework has
played a crucial role in wildlife conservation.
Guing forward, there is scope to better align these
frameworks with the evolving realities of
human-wildlife interfaces. As land-use patterns
and ecological pressures change, adaptive, locally
responsive governance approaches can help
strengthen coexistence outcomes.

There is a need to carefully assess the
practicality and long-term effectiveness of
proposed interventions. Suggestions such as
fertility control in wild elephants have

occasionally entered public debate; however,
experts note that such measures have limited
applicability beyond small, intensively managed
populations. In the Indian context, where
elephants range across vast and fragmented
landscapes, the key challenge remains habitat
loss, increasing competition for food and water,
and growing human-wildlife interface. Therefore,
lasting solutions must focus on habitat
restoration, ecological connectivity, and
community-based conflict mitigation rather than
isolated technical fixes.

Evidence from Bhutan and Nepal shows that
locally grounded solutions can reduce conflict.
Community-managed forests, coordinated
grazing and predator-proof livestock enclosures
have shown positive results, supported by stable
conservation funding mechanisms.

Focus on education and awareness

Climate change is likely to intensify HWC by
altering resource availability and forcing both
humins and wildlife to adapt. This adds urgency
to the need for a shitt in perspective. Wildlife
cannot be treated as an external threat to be
controlled, nor can human livelihoods be
side-lined in the name of conservation.

The way forward lies in designing landscapes
that accommodate both. This includes securing
wildlife corridors, improving land-use planning,
strengthening compensation systems, and
involving communities as active partners in
conservation. Education and awareness can also
play a role in rebuilding tolerance and
understanding.

HWC is not an anomaly. [t is a predictable
outcome of how we use and resources, The
challenge is not to eliminate conflict entirely, but
to manage it in ways that are scientifically
informed, socially just and ecologically
sustainable. If approached thoughtfully,
coexistence is not only possible, but it is also
essential for the future of both people and
wildlife.

The views expressed are personal
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What trade deals promise
are far from reality: CEA

There is a ‘substantial’ gap between what FTAs promise and what regulations currently permit,

warns CEA Anantha Nageswaran, days after EU envoy’s similar statement on compliance issues

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

ree Trade Agree-

ments (FTAs) create

value only once
they are implemented not
when they are signed,
Chief Economic Advisor V.
Anantha Nageswaran as-
serted on Tuesday, warn-
ing that there is a “substan-
tial” gap between what the
trade deals promise and
what the regulatory frame-
works actually allow.

Mr. Nageswaran’s com-
ments come days after the
European Union’s Ambas-
sador to India too warned
that compliance issues
could still derail the bene-
fits of the India-EU FTA.

During his speech at the
Confederation of Indian [n-
dustry’s Annual Business
Summit 2026, Mr. Nages-
waran said that the nine
trade agreements and
comprehensive economic

Chief Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran at the CII's Annual
Business Summit 2026, in New Delhi on Tuesday. AN

partnerships that India
had entered into in the last
five years “represent the
most concentrated burst of
trade diplomacy in inde-
pendent India’s history”.

Statements of intent

He added that the frame-
works with the United
Kingdom, European Un-
ion, EFTA, U.5., Oman,
New Zealand and Australia

were not merely commer-
cial arrangements.

“They represent a diver-
sification of economic rela-
tionships that is simultane-
ously a statement of
strategic intent that India
will expand its economic
footprint across multiple
geographies, reducing de-
pendence on any single
market or corridor,” he
said. However, he also not-

ed that such agreements
created value only at im-
plementation, not at
signing.

“The gap between the
frameworks we have con-
cluded and the depth ofin-
tegration they would ac-
tually permit if the
regulatory standards and
procedural barriers on
both sides were seriously
addressed remains sub-
stantial,” Mr. Nageswaran
noted.

“The imperative is to
close that gap with the
same urgency that was
brought to the conclusion
of the agreement them-
selves,” he added.

- aseparate indusirys
levent last week, the EU’ s
Ambassador to India Hervé,
Delphin pointed out that}
jcustoms  procedures or!
lccmforlmty reqlm'ementa
should serve their purpose;

and not be used as trade}
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