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GS 2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSURE; TANKERS CARRYING 92,700 TONNES OF LPG HEADED FOR GUJARAT

2India-flagged LPG tankers cross,
etfortsonfor 22moreships: Govt

Navyislearntto
have deployed
warshipsin
Persian Gulf for

safe passage of
Indian vessels

Sukalp Sharma
& Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, March 14

fied petroleum gas (LPG)
tankers headedtoportsin Guja-
rat transited the critical mari-
time chokepoint of the Strait of
Hormuz safely between Friday
night and Saturday, the govem-
ment announced on Saturday.
Itsaid diplomaticeffortsare
on to facilitate safe passage for
the remaining 22 Indian vessels
— many of which are carrying
hydrocarbons — that are stuck
inthe Persian Gulf, whichisto
the west of the war-hit Strait.
According to sources, the
Indian Navy has deployed
multiple warships to the Gulf
region to escort merchant
vessels carrying fuel to India
amid maritime ten-
sion in the region. At least two
warships were known to have
been on operational standby
since Iran started the blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz that
#CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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US embassy personnel inspect the damage caused by a bombing in Baghdad, Saturday. «»
UShitskey Iranisland;
3
oil prices may mount

Anil Sasi US-Israel military operation,

New Delhi, March 14 Kharghad been sparedsofar.
Inaposton Truth Social, US
IN WHAT marks anew escala-  President Trump said military
tory phase, the US Friday targets on Kharg Island had
bombed Iran's Kharg Is- been “totally obliter-
land, a small 8-km-long ated"in “oneofthe most
outcropinthe Per- E powerful bombing raids
slan Gulf around 50 km @ in the History of the
offthe Iranian mainland, Middle East.” Hesaid he
throughwhich almost all had chosen not totarget

NATION

DIFFICULT TOFORGE
BRICS CONSENSUS:
MEA ON CONFLICT

PAGE7

of the country’s oil exports flow.

Tespite some 5,000 places tar-
getedinIransincethestartofthe

oil infrastructure on the island
for now.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Adequate stock
of fertilisers for
kharif season,

says Vaishnaw

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 14

ANTICIPATING geopolitical
uncertainty, the Central gov+
ernment Saturday said it had
started preparing itself for the
kharif season by procuringand
advancing orders for fertiliser
stocks from different geo-
graphies mid-February itself.
This has ensured that “ad-
equate” stocks of urea, diam-
monium phosphate (DAP) and
NPK (nitrogen, phosphorus
and potassium) fertilisers are
available despite the supply dis-
ruption caused by the ongoing
USand Israel war withIran.
Demand for fertilisers peaks
in the middle of May, with
farmers sowing seeds over the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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# [RAN STRIKESUAE'S
FUJAIRAH PORT; U.S. SENDS
2,500 MARINES TO REGION

® TRUMP CALLS ONALLIES
TO SEND WARSHIPS

MORE REPORTS, PAGE 12
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connectsthe Persian Gulf (west)
totheGulfofOmanandthe Ara-
bian Sea (east).

Under the Navy’s Operation
Sankalp, warships remain de-
ployed in the Gulf of Aden and
Gulfof Oman foranti-piracyand
to secure maritime trade. Fol-
lowing the West Asian crisis,
multiplewarshipshavesailedto
the region, the sources said.
They had earlier indicated that
New Delhi was in discussions
with Tehran tofacilitate safe pas-
sage of vessels headed for India,
particularly energy tankers,
through the Strait of Hormuz,

The two LPG tankers of the
state-owned Shipping Corpor-
ation of India (SCI) that crossed
the Strait of Hormuz — the nar-
rowwaterway between [ranand
Omanthat connectsthe Persian
Gulfwith the Gulf of Oman and
the ArabianSea—areverylarge
gas carriers (VLGCs) Shivalik
and Nanda Devi. They are

cumulatively carrying 92,700
tonnes of LPG, of which thereis
shortsupplyinIndia. Toputthis
in perspective, the annual do-
mestic LPG demand with no re-
strictions on consumption is 33
milliontonnes, which translates
toabout 90,000 tonnes aday.
The country’s LPG imports
have beenseverely hitby theef-
fective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, forcing New Delhi to
cut LPGsuppliestocommercial
and industrial consumers to
meet the kitchen fuel needs of
over 33 crore households.
Shivalik crossed the fraught
waters of the Strait of Hormuz
late Friday, as per ship tracking
data, and is on its way to Guja-
rat'sMundra port, whereit isex-
pected to arrive on Monday.
Shipping Ministry Special Sec-
retary Rajesh Kumar Sinha in-
formed that Nanda Devi, too,
crossed the Strait on Saturday
morning, and is likely to reach
Kandla portin Gujarat on Tues-
day. Both the VLGCs were char-

teredbygovernment-owned re-
finerand fuel retailer Indian Oil
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Corporation, accordingtoindus-
1y SOUrces.

Maritime traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz — which
ustallyaccountsforafifthofglo-
bal oil and liquefied natural gas
(LNG)flowsand abulkof India’s
energyimports—haseffectively
cometoahaltsincethe West Asia
military conflict started on Feb-
ruary28. Anumberof merchant
vessels have come under attack
inthe region in recent days.

The effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz has created a
majorheadache for India, which
depends on imports to meet a
bulkofitsenergy needs. Around
40%of India'scrude oilimports,
over50%ofits LNGimports, and
awhopping 90% of its LPG im-
ports transited the Strait, mak-
ing the chokepoint particularly
critical for India’s LPG supplies.

India’s annual LPG con-
sumption stands at a little over
33 million tonnes, with an im-
port dependency level of 60%.
With90%of India’s LPGimports
coming from West Asia, the
Strait of Hormuzeffectively sees

themovement of around $4%of
India’s LPG consumption.

With the crossings by Shi-
valik and Nanda Devi, there is
growing hope of more vessels
carrying energy supplies and
other important cargo making
their way to India, even as the
situation in West Asia remains
volatile.

Majorityofthe Indianvessels
waitingtocrosstheStrait of Hor-
muztogettoIndiaareoil andgas
tankers. According to data pro-
videdbySinha, therearesixLPG
tankers, four crude oil tankers,
one NG carrier, and onechemi-
calorpetroleum productstanker
among the 22 Indian vessels in
the Persian Gulf. All of these are
loaded with energy cargoes. The
remaining[ndianvesselsinclude
three container ships, two bulk
carriers, one dredger, and one
empty vessel; three other vessels
are on dry docks for routine
maintenance. In all, these 22
vessels have 611 seafarers, accord-
ing to Sinha. Three vessels —
with 76 seafarers—arealsostuck
totheeastofthe Strait of Hormuz.
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Govtreiterates strict action against

hoarding as PGbokmgs surge

LPG bookings by
households rose
by nearly 60% on
Friday: Ministry

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 14

DESPITE REPEATED assur-
ances from the government
about requisite LPG stock avail-
ability for meeting household
requirements, cylinder book-
ings have shot up further, re-
flecting & spurt in panic book-
ing.

According to a senior Petro-
leum Ministry official, LPG
bookings by houschold con-
sumers jumped nearly 60% on
Friday over the average daily
bookinglevels forthe April-Feb-
ruary period of the current fi-
nancialyear. On Thursday, itwas
over 35% higher than 11-month
average of daily bookings.

The government appealed
(o consumers tobookeylinders
only when required given the
constrained and difficult LPG
supply situation, which has
arisen due o the massive dis-

People waitina queue to collect LPG cylinders amid the ongoing fuel crisis in Jaipur. so 1A pagas

ruption in vessel movements
through the chokepoint of the
Strait of Hormuz. It also said
that action against hoarding
andblack marketing of LPG has
intensified all over thecountry.

Asper data shared by Petro-
leum Ministry Joint Secretary
SujataSharmainamediabrief-
ingon Saturday, LPG bookings
by households, which averaged
at 55,7 lakh cylinders a day in
April-February, surged 1o 88.8
lakh on Friday; Thursday's fig-
ure was 75.7 lakh. Sharma said
despite the constraints in LPG
imports, the government is

prioritising supplies to house-
holds over commercial and in-
dustrial consumers, even as it
is closely monitering the
supply situation in view of the
West Asia conflict thar has hit
India's energy imports.
“Thesituation isa matterof
concern for all of us, but we are
ensuring that household con-
sumers do not face inconven-
ience. Domestic consumers
have been prioritised, and LPG
eylinder supply is being en-
sured for them,” Sharma said
on Saturday, adding that none
ofthe 25000-odd LPGdistribu-

torships actoss the country
have reported a “dry out®™—
runningoutofstock—yet.She
hasalsobeensaying that public
sectoroil marketing companies
(OMCs) are maintaining their
earlier average of aver 50 lakh
eylinder deliveries per day.

The government has ot-
dered refinerstomaximise LPG
production, and directed them
to divert propane, butane and
other streams from petro-
chemical manufacturing to
LPG production.

Regarding action against
hoarding and black marketing

\ Centre:PNG
userscannot
obtainorkeep
LPG connections

New Delhi: Inan order by the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas,asshared by PTlin
apost of X, those with a Piped
Natural Gas (PNG} connection
aswell asdomestic LPG connec-
tion need tosurrender thelatter.

“No person having a Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) connection
and also having domestic LPG
connection shall retaina do-
mestic LPG connection, ortake
refills of domestic LPG cylin-
ders from any Government oil
company, or through their dis-
tributors, Such persons will be
required to immediately sur-
rendertheir domestic LPG con-
nection,” reads the order. Also,
those with a PNG connection
can't apply fora new LPG con-
nection, it said. ENS

of LPG, authoritics have
stepped up raids and surprise
checks, Sharma said.
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KYC compliance loop
continues to strain bank
staftf & account holders

Georges Mathew
Mumshal, March 14

OVER EIGHT rmonths after the
central bank relaxed Know
our Costomer (KYCinorms in
& bid to slmplify complance
and reduee inconverdencs for

custemens, complaincs from
bank account holders show
lirtle sign of abatig. Decpors
regulatory efTosms tostrearmline
the process and make KYC wp-
dation bess currbars sme, mmary
CUSTOMETS comiime oo fEoe ré-
peaned pequests for documen
tatian, account resdotions aond
delays in verifcarion.

“Heppy to lnfonm that T
have suecessfully updated my
KYC lor the LEth tirme in my
rather short adubt [fe. Gratk-
tude oy Investrn et fulvioor,
iy Father the is owenoyed his
name Is spelt correcily pand my
smmart phone” a customer
wrole o X recenrly.

Hewient o to add, "B e
deepsect praritude s the gov-
emment agencies who havece-
peatedly given mee i cppol
oy te BV oy sell over the
last bwo decades, They beep me
a1y toes, Every time 1think
i s done, they throw a new
challenge. Jusk s0 that 1o
sllp lntoacemiort zone.”

The satirical tone cotbdn't
meask the anger thangh,

In June last yeas, the
Besarve Bankaol lnda(RBI an-
mourced 2 strng af chati@es i
Itz Master Divection on KYC
norms, which nchuded allow-
Ires business cocrespoodents o
help conduct the KYC and
givirg hanks ane vear — 1ill
June 206 — o oofmplers
EYC updatlon of “low rlsk’
calegnry CLETDmIE TS

#n1 the sheer number of

identing
diffieale, baskeers claim.
It leaves both the alected
cuatoimers and the depositors
on tenterhooks. Regnlatary
pressiine has rriggered awae of
socount restrictions and ocea-
sional freesss, leoving cus-
lormers rartled — even as the
rankstaffscrarmbbad tokecpap

with complianse demands.

The inststeroe stems brsely

E- EXPLAINED

[dentity verification
becomes a challenge

Staffehortages and a huge
namberafbank

accolnis — that have
further swelled after the
implementatiomof Pradhan
Manrd Jan Dhan Yojana —
havemade the tazk of
verilying rthe cusiomer's
identity even mewove difficult

termal cisk controls and an op
esrational caution within the
hanking system. aceording 1o
banking souroes. Cusiomers,
hoareves, sy the repaared de-
mands od KYC updares an: no
less than harsssment

Infosys co-founder Mohan-
(a5 P 1o wenone fim buis " paost
recently, "@RBI, Flease have a
look atthe horasemant to mdi-
viduals, firms and businesses
duwe to repeated BYC. Banks are
sdirgforthes ame documents
ey alresady have, unnascesary
decuments, tircarcmirg frocz
ingol wccounts."”

“When asied why they ane
asking =0 many dealls, azaln
they point 1 REL Can REI
pleagestap rhis Kind of harass-
meent and thicars? We are not
erooks and have besn bankang
for 30+ years bul harassment
hasonly Lvcreased,” Ped wiobe,

Bur s not just the cus-
lomner. The service providers
1ooare facing the pressare,

Bank aofficiale cogrthe com-
pliance burden has become
overs el ming as these aneover
250 erore bank accounts in
Iz, State Ban k of [ndiaalone
has over 50 ¢rore bank ac-
sourte. Themanager of a Jead-
ingmatoralised bank eeently
alleped  irregularities i
the BEYC updation proces
and shot off a complaint o
enfopeciment agencies,

"There are 44 branches
under the control of the re-
zional business office... Teane
1o derior a bt thee Poct that BT
wiete Lpidated wathour obain-
g actual KYC documents
fromthe scceursthol der. Clerd-
il STafl o 1he Branches wens
called wothe reglona officcand

werne pressurlsed  and
threatersed todothe EYC upda-
Fiom withour phvsical doco-
ments or any annexure from
theaceount holder” the man-
ager wrote inthe leter

'L not andy peoparndises the
barddsinterzst batcan alaslead
o frauds & money mukes ac-
courts which ks a major threar
fortheargankatonand forour
naiamn ma, 1S 2 big ihrear for
our natlon oo as these can be
money mule secounts which
cam b ugad for frands and G-

of terroeisin.

I ave paisad the moatter at
each and everylevelewen o the
chuad prarsbn poone padd heed
ta my words" the manager
said. There was no response
from BB i theemalled querles
sent by The Indian Expeess
geeing clarification on the
EYC [ssuetlllthe pressthme.

Bank officials say thar the
Pressuns o ensute KYC com-
plence hes intensified over the
past vear, Repulations randae
‘Tphrisk custsmers o submit
EYC documents every Dwo
wears, medivm dele customerns
every eight years and “low risk”
cusiaimers every Wvyears,

Heomever, this narm s often

Quencesof KT werilicatarn.

Acvording to an official
of o nationalissd bards, the in-
dustry has been under sus-
tained regulatory scrutiny 1o
BEALIre '||‘I:-I| B ry ACCOLINE i%
Tully KX comyplian.

At the same tme, banks e
grappling with acute saff
shorrages, When customens
wiait branches o resubmic
documents, afien
ashrher ol eave thi papersie-
luived Fow

“These papers gametnmes
wel risplacsd and the stall ane
fareed to recueest them agaln.
Thi b canging insarseademos
L customers bul we ane also
overworked,” the official said.

For custerners who Fail 1o
submil documents degpite re-
peated rendnde s, banks often
e e aocaltts witl the papens
areprovided.  FULLREPORTON

A IND A REXPREZS.COM

e LIRS I v, 0, CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY
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Iran strikes UAE’s Fujairah Port; US
deploys 2,500 more troopsto region

US attacked from
bases in the UAF,
says Tehran

Associated Press
Dubal, March 14

TRAN ISSUED an evacuation
for three in
the United Anhm:m
Saturday, including the busiest
in the Middle Enst, openly
threatening a nelghbouring
CuLin !'_-u rueUUS dasets for the
firt v sl with the LS
] Tsrelernened s thlrd week,
Iran snld the US had used
“ports, docks and hideouts” in
the UAE to Inunch strikes on
Iran's Kharg Island, witheut
providing evidence, I uige
|‘H:t:p|.,'l loevacuate arens where
I s U fopces were sheliering,
Hours afterthe threat, there
Wasnn sign af an attack on -
Dra's Jebel All port - the Mid-
et bushest - arthe Khalifaport
DAL Dbl But Assoclated
P rnages ehowed a five o the
third peet, in Fujairah, caused by
debris from an Intercepted Ira
nian drone hittingan ol faciliy,
Iranlan Forelgn Minlsier
Abbas Araghehi told MS NOW
that the US attacked Kharg [s-
land ancl Abu Musalaland with
lw-range artillery from twalo-
catlons in the UAE, Ras Al
Khaimah and a place "very
close o Dubal” callling that
dangerous nndsaylng Imn “will
Iry 1o be careful not to attack
wry populaed area” there,
Tran hag fired hundreds of
misslles and deones at Arab
Gulf neighbor during the war,

but it satd [ was targesing Us

mmsets, oven 18 hits o Irh'lhp!\
were reported on clvillan ores
sueh sa adrports and oll fields.
Onkridey, US President Don:
ald Trump said the US “obliter
atecl” milieary sites on Kharg Is-
Janicl home Lothe maln enmli
handling ran's oil sxports.
Hesald all infrastructure
could be next if Tehran con
tirues tointerfere with ships
passage ||1.'|..~L.|H||. the Straltof
Harmuz, whers vessels are
backed up ancong-th of go-
bal ofl supplics wsually transit
Tran's parliamentary speaker
D senbed st wgalnist couniry's
oilirtmstnictmeweuld provoke
anew evel ofresalaton, Trump
said Sarurday that he hopes
China, France, Japan, South
Korea, the UK and others send
warships to keep the Straitof
Hormus “openand sake”,
AUS cffcial saic Fiday that
2500 more Marines with the 3ist
Marine Unitand

m ol warships and
m num';ymmm
‘Theatficialspoke on eondi:
ten of anonymity to discuass
srmialbive p l]i]lhr‘ﬂ\l:mu

The deployment doen’t
necessarlly lndlcate that @
grovnd opemtion will tale place.

The Well Street Jowma tirst
repurted the Maroe deploy-
mert, The Tripali was cpottad
Uy sunelBiessalllig near Talwai
putting & more than a week
away from the waters off Iran,

Hamas urges Iran to avoid
targetting neighbours but
affirms right to self-defence

Reuters
Cairo, March 14

THE PALESTINIAN Iren
aligned militant eroun Hamas

Missile hits US
Embassy helipad

Piurmes of smoke and fre nse after debris from an intercepted iranian drone struck anoll faclbty, according to authorities, inFujalrah,
United Arab Emirates, on Saturday, v

Iran war fuels fears for West Asia water
supplies reliant on desalination plants

Mira Rojanasakul, Claire
Brown leolnoTahuchl

March 4

LAST WEEK, Abbas Araghchi,
Traun's forelgn mindsier, sald win
artack on a desalination plant
onQeshunIslanc, b the Perslan
Gulf, en March 7 had affected
the water supply to 30 villages,
Wihile Iran blamsed the United
Seotesfor thaattack the Penta.
pon hascenled responsiblilty,
08 hos leracl,

And (n Bahrain, the Interior
Ministry blamed an Iranian

plant, though
the country's water and elec-

mz:um Ild water

Ower the [nst few dlmdm
theard countriesof the Persian
CulFhave become increasingly
reliant on desalination plants
to supply wates to cities and
TOWTIS,

Desalination plants have be

nShareofmfmm desalination plants
5% alr% 5%

Qotar ¥ ] i Bl

Bahrain | I

UAE i J

Kiunwait I |

[Iman F N

|srael

Saudi Arabials

Lebanon 19

Yerme

Iran

TURTA FORISAAFL | ERAMON, YEMEN BNE SN AR OF I022 ALL OYTHIR CLNTRIES IS 08 200%

BOURCES CLODAL WATER NTTLL

IEENET, 10D AUE AGRCULTURE SR0WN 2 ATI0N AQUASTAT

came ernclal Infrastructure In
places ke Qatarand Babrain,
both of which now rely on the
technalngy far more than 50
percent of thedr fresh water,
Fifforts to remove salt from
seawater and brackishground-
water in the Middle Eant go
Dackmare than & century, ut
desalination planta have prolif

erated on the Perstan Gull sz
climatz change has made
droughts more froquent anclse
vere, and ascdesalinaion tech-
rology has improved,
mnmmwb
a
phﬂlhﬂumﬂll:lli
mediate andwidespread effects
entheregion, said Menachem

Ellmelechy, an environmental
enginserat RiceUniversity.

TheAl Durplantin Bahrain,
for example, averene
nﬂlmm warer esch

n,| more thu L
WMmm
:nﬂhhlhclﬂmlnm:

While countiies like the
United Arab Emirates hove
e o bulld up strategic wiker
resgrves, analysts say that some
stocks would be depleted
within diys.

“The response would be to
truckin botiled water, mobile
|1w:||||l:1|||||1 qﬁh'mu I.mh‘r
water” sald David Michel, a el
low in the Global Food nnd
Water Security Pmgramat the
Cenver for Striegic and interna-
tiral Studdies, a policy research
organization, “Those supply
chinine exdat,” he sald. “But that's
still a huge logstieal hurdle, its
exremely distuptive”  NYT
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Why did the SC allow passive euthanasia?

What test did the Supreme Court apply in the Harish Rana case to decide if continuing treatment

was in his best interest? What nuanced distinetion did it provide between active and passive
euthanasia? What have been India’s past positions on the right to die?

The story so far:

n March 11, in India’s first judicial
approval of passive euthanasia, the
Supreme Court allowed the
withdrawal of life support for Harish
Rana, 32, who had been in a vegetative state for
nearly I3 years following a fall. The Bench of
Justices |.B. Pardiwala and K.V, Viswanathan said
that medical boards and Mr. Rana’s family had
both said that treatment had become futile and
was not in his hest interest. It held that the right
to life included the right to die with dignity.

What is passive cuthanasia?

A simplistic view holds that passive euthanasia
involves 3 negative act or an omission, such as
withdrawing or withhalding life support, while
active euthanasia is an intrusion or positive act,
such as administering a lethal injection. Active
euthanasia is currently illegal in [ndia.

However, the latest judgment helps us
understand the difference in 2 more nuanced
way. The Court noted that withdrawing
life-sustaining treatment, such as switching off a
ventilator, is a positive act, Relying on a
simplistic *act versus omission’ test could
wrongly place withdrawal of life support outside
legal protections for passive euthanasia, Justice
Pardiwala explained that the distinetion lies in
the source of harm: active euthanasia introduces
a “new, external agency of harm, such as a lethal

CETTY IMACES; ISTOCK FHOTO

The Court
held that
the right to
live with
diznity
wiould
include the
right to die
with dignity
for a patient
with an

irreversible
medical
condition

injection.” Passive euthanasia does not involve a
new risk of death, but the removal of an artificial
barrier, which then allows the natural trajectory
of life to continue and reach its inevitahle
conclusion. When a venrilator is withdrawn,
death is “accelerated” only in the sense that the
patient dies sooner than they would have if the
machine had continued.

What did the Court say about the ‘right to
die"?

The Court said there comes a point when even
the state’s interest in preserving life must yield
to an individual's right to die with dignity. It
said, * y keeping alive a terminally-ll
patient who is brain dead or in a persistent
vegetative state, solely because doctors are able
to leverage the technological advancements in
medicing, and compelling such patients to
endure a slow, agonising death, cannot fully be
compatible with the constitutional ideal of
dignity* The Court observed that as the end of
life approaches, a loss of control over human
faculties denudes life of its meaning. It declared
that the right to live with dignity under Article 21
of the Constitution extends beyond the
preservation of life to encompass the right to die
with dignity for a patient with an irreversible
medical condition.

The Court also remarked that the term
“passive euthanasia' is obsolete. It said the term
‘euthanasia” in India would strictly refer only to
active euthanasia. The usage ‘withdrawing or
withholding of medical treatment’ would
replace the term ‘passive euthanasia’,

What is the ‘hest interests’ test?

The test is based on the common law principle
that any medical treatment constitutes a
trespass against the person and must always be
Justified. The best interests’ inquiry does not
ask whether itis in the patient’s best interest to
die, but whether continuing life support through
Clinically Assisted Nutrition and Hydraticn, as
was done in Mr. Rana’s case, artificially serves
their best interest. The Supreme Court said
there is no narrow, straight-jacket formula to
understand what would be in the best interest of
an unconscious or incompetent patient; that
would require both medical and non-medical

considerations. The Court explained that, at its
core, the ‘best interests’ mquiry is anchored in a
strong presumption in favour of preserving life,

reflecting the sanctity of life. But this
presumption was not absolute and may be

displaced when medical treatment artificially
and futilely prolongs the suffering of a patient
with an irreversible medical condition.

What have been the past positions in India
on the ‘right to die'?

The Supreme Court and the Law Commission of
India have often addressed the right to die. In
1996, in Gian Kaur v. State of Punjah, a
Constitution Bench distinguished between an
attempt to sulcide and abetment of suicide from
“acceleration of the process of natural death”. [t
held that the right to live with dignity also
includes the right of 2 patient to die with dignity
when life was already ebbing out.

In 2006, the 196th Law Commission of India
Report recommended that a terminally ill
patient's decision to discontinue medical
treatment should not attract criminal ability if
such withdrawal was in their best interests.

In 2011, the tragic case of the nurse, Aruna
Shanbaug, in Maharashtra, saw the Supreme
Court grapple with questions on the right to die
amid a legislative vacuum. It prompted the
Court to draw guidance from comparative
jurisprudence and foreign legal frameworks.
The Court then laid dovn guidelines permitting
withholding of medical treatment for terminally
ill patients with no chance of recovery.

A year later, the Law Commission, inits 241st
Report, reiterated its 2006 suggestions. Four
years later, the Health Ministry published a draft
law, The Medical Treatment of Terminally-1ll
Patients (Protection of Patients and Medical
Practitioners) Bill, 2016, but no follow-up has
been made in the past decade,

In 2018, 4 Constitation Bench of the Supreme
Court, in Comman Cause v. Union of India, laid
down frash guidelines detailing procedures,
including constitution of medical boards, to deal
with applications for withdrawal of life support
and advanced medical directives (AMDs). The
need for judicial intervention arose in the
dbsence of law. One of the judges an the Bench
expressed a “pious hope” that Parliament would
wake up to enact a specific law.

In 2023, the Court intervenead again
simplify the procedure for AMDs. In June 2024,
the government released guidelines on
withdrawal of life support for public
consultations, However, no action has followed,
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