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RUBIO HAILS DIALOGUE, BUT SAYS NO BREAKTHROUGH EXPECTED IMMEDIATELY; CITES DECADES OF COMPLEXITIES

Lebanon, Israel hold historic direct talks

Israel says Lebanese govt ready
to break with Hezbollah; militant
group opposes Washington meet

Kareem Chehayeb
&Matthew Lee
Washington, April i4

LEBANON AND Israel opened
their first direct diplomatic talks
indecades on Tuesday in Wash-
ington following more than a
monthofwar between [srael and
the Hezhollah militant group.
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio calledita “historic oppor-
tunity,” but made clear that no
breakthrough agreement was
immediately expected.

Rubio said the Trump ad-
ministration is “very happy”to
be facilitating the discussions,
while noting “we understand
we'reworkingagainst decadesof
history and complexities” that
will not be quickly resolved.

Reuters adds: The Israeli
Ambassador to the US said that
the Lebanese government made
itclearin the meeting that it will
nolonger be occupied by Hez-
bollah. He added both parties
talked about long-term vision for
aclearly delineated border.

‘Hezbollah opposes the di-
rect talks and was not repre-
sented, and thegroupappeared
tostepupitsfireonnorthernis-
raelasthe talks began. “Bur we
can begin tomove forward with
aframework where something

can happen. something very
positive, something very per-
manent, so that the peaple of
Lebanon can have the kind of
future they deserve, and so that
the people of Israel can live
without fear” Rubio said.

Rubio and US Ambassador
to the United Nations Mike
‘waltz attended the apening of
thesession at the State Depart-
ment that is being led by US
Ambassador to Lebanon Mi-
chel [ssa, Israeli Ambassador to
theUS Yechiel Leiterand Leba-
nese Ambagsador to the US
Nada Hamadeh Moawad.

The Lebanese government
hopesthe talkswill pave the way
toan end to the war. While Iran
hasset endingthe wars inLeba-
non and the region asa condi-
tion for talks with US, Lebanon
nsists on representing itself,

Wafig Safa, a high-ranking
memberof the militantgroup’s
political council, told APthatit
will not abide by any agree-
ments madein the talks.

Hezbollah-allied politicians
hold two Cabiner minister
positions, though the group’s
ties have soured with Leba-
non’s top political authorities,
who have been critical of Hez-
bollah’s decision to enter the
‘war last month.

From left: Michael Needham, US State Department counselor, US envoy to the UN Mike Waltz, Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, US envoy to Lebanon Michel Issa, Lebanese envoy tothe US NadaHamadeh
Moawad and Israeli envoy to the US Yechiel Leiter before the meeting in Washington on Tuesday. s~

Xi: World can't goback tothe law of the jungle

Associated Press
Betjing, April 14

THE LEADERS of China and
Spain on Tuesday pledged o
worktosafeguard multilateral-
ismat atime of conflicts includ-
ing the war in Iran, with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
saying the countries should
“oppose the world's retrogres-
sion to thelaw of the jungle
Xi said they should “jointly
safeguard genuine multilat-
eralism,” strengthen communi-

China's President Xi Jinping

cation and cooperate closely,
during a reception for Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
at the Great Hall of the

People.Sanchez agreed and
said Chinaand Spain “can con-
tribute to finding solutions ta
the various trade tensions that
exist, 1o the geopolitical diffi-
culties and complexities of to-
day’s world, to the wars, to the
environmental and social chal-
lengesthar afflict theworld.”

Sdnchezison hisfourthtrip
in just over three years to the
wotld's second-largest econ-
omy. Spain is looking to
strengthen political and com-
mercial ties.

Six ships turned
aroundaspart of
Hormuzblockade.
says US military

Reuters
Washington, April 14

NOSHIPShavemadeit pastaUs
naval hlockade of Tran's ports
and coastal areas, and six mer-
chantships have followed orders
totirn back, the US military said
on Tuesday, providing the first
details on a day-old effort or-
dered by President Donald
Trumpafter peacetalks between
the US and Iran broke down.
The US military has said
that the blockade, which
started on Monday, would only
apply to ships geingto or from
Iran, includingall Iranian ports
on the Gulfand Gulfof Oman
“During the first 24 hours,
noships made it past the US
blockade and six merchant
vesselscomplied with direction
from US forces to turn around
Lo re-enter an Iranian port on
the Gulfof Oman,” the US mili-
tary's Central Command said.
™" Niore than 10,000 US mili=
itary personnel and dozens oft
wircraft were enforcing the;
iblackade, it said. “The block-!
iade is being enforced impar-
itially against vessels of all na-
‘tions entering or rlepanin.g
iranian ports and coastall
fareas,” the statement added. .
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® TEMPERANCE...PROVES ESSENTIAL FOR THE LEGITIMATE USE OF AUTHORITY, FOR TRUE TEMPERANCE RESTRAINS INORDINATE SELF-EXALTATION’

Reuters
Annaba, Algeria, April 14

POPE LEO warned of the risk of
democracies sliding into “ma-
joritarian tyranny” on Tuesday,
inaletterissued by the Vatican
two days after US President
Donald Trump attacked the
pontiff on social media.

The first US Pope, writing to
participants of a Vatican meet-
ing about the use of power in
democratic societies, said
democracies remained healthy
only when they wete rooted in
moral values.

“Lacking this foundation,
(democracy) risks becoming
eitheramajoritarian tyranny or
amask for the dominance of

economic and technological
elites,” said Leo in the letter.

The text, released as the
Pope was undertaking an am-
bitious, 10-day tour of four Af-
rican countties, did not directly
address the US or name any
specific democracies.

Trump sharply ctiticized Leo
as “terrible” on Sunday night,
after the Pope had emerged in
recent weeks as a growing critic
of the US-Israeli war on Iran.

Leotold Reuters on Monday
that he planned to keep criticiz-
ing the war, despite Trump's
comments. In Tuesday's letter,
the Pope said the Catholic
Church taught that power
could not be seen as an end in
itself “but as a means ordered

TS

Pope Leo XIV is presented with a gift during his visit to the nursing
home of the Little Sisters of the Poor in Annaba, Algeria, Tuesday. ap

on the accumulation of econ-
omicortechnologicalstrength,
but on the wisdom and virtue

toward the common good”.
“This implies that the legit-
imacyof authority depends not

with which it is exercised,”
said Leo. The pope also urged
leaders in democraticsocieties
to avoid any temptation to
hoard power. *Temperance ..
proves essential for the legit-
imate use of authority, for true
temperance restrains inordi-
nate self-exaltation and acts as
aguardrail againstthe abuse of
power,” he said.

Pope Leo paid homage to
his spiritual roots on Tuesday,
travelling to the ancient birth-
placein Algeriaof St. Augustine
of Hippo, who inspired him to
become a priest.

In honouring Augustine,
Leowas highlighting a personal
connection to a major figure of
the early church who first pro-

Popc warns against democracies sliding into ‘tyranny’

posed criteria to evaluate
whether wars could be con-
sidered just.

Augustine, who died in the
year 430, said warsshould only
be waged in order to defend
against aggression or protect
theinnocent, with the intention
of restoring a state of peace and
never out ofadesire for cruelty.

Those criteria, with updates,
remain the Catholic doctrine.

At a later meeting on Tues-
day at a nearby nursing home
runby Catholicsisters, the pope,
amemberofthe Augustinianre-
ligious order, spoke out again.
“God'sheartistornapart by wars,
violence, injustice and lies,” Leo
told the residents of the Little
Sisters of the Poorhome.
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Trump dials Modi again,
discusses keeping Strait

of Hormuz open, secure

- L |

Big-ticket items
tobe announced
over next few
days or weeks,
says envoy Gor

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April 14

A DAY after he ordered a US
naval blockade of Iran’s ports
and coastal areas, President
Donald Trump called up Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Tues-
day who said they “discussed
the situation in West Asia and
stressed the importance of
keeping the Strait of Hormuz
open and secure”.

The phone call, which
lasted around 40 minutes, was
the first conversation between
thetwoleaders afterthe US and
Iran announced a conditional
ceasefire last week.

In a post on X after the call,
Modi said, "Received a call
from my friend Presiclent Don-
ald Trump. We reviewed the
substantal progress achieved
in our bilateral cooperation in

*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A second round of talks could happen “over the nexttwodays'in
Islamabad, US President Donald Trump said. »»

US wants 20-yr freeze
onn-plan, Iran for 5;
moves toresume talks

David E Sanger
& Tyler Pager

Washington, April 14

JUST BEFORE Vice President
J D Vance left Islamabad early
Sunday morning, he described
Iran and the United States as
worlds apart, chiefly on the
question of assurances that
Iran can never build a nuclear

weapon —“not just now, not
just twoyears from now, but for
thelongrerm.” I1 turns out that
the Trump administration's
ideaofthe long term is 20 years
AsdetailsofVance's21-hour
visit to Pakistan spilled out,
people familiar with the negoti-
ationssaid the 1S position was
not a permanent ban on
*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT BILLS CIRCULATED FOR THREE-DAY SESSION

Women’s quota: Govt for House at
850, delimitation on 2011 Census

Bill sets stage
for delimitation
panel with civil
court’s powers

Deeptiman Tiwary
& Damini Nath
New Delhi, April14

THE GOVERNMENT C
circulated three Bills 1o pave
the way for fresh delimitation
based on “such Census, as Par-
liamentmay by law determine,
of which the relevant figures
have been published”, likelv the
2011 count; eaise the strength of
LokSabha from the current 543
o 850 members: and oper-
ationalise one-third reserva-
tion of seats for women in Par-
liament and state Assemblies,
Thelegislative package com-
prises the Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026, the De-
limitation Bill, 2026, and the
Union TerritodesTaws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, It builds on the
Constitution{One Hundred and
Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023,
which had introduced women's
reservation but inked its imple-
mentation to a future Census
and delimitation exercise.
Atthecoreol the move isthe
removal of the decades-old con-
stitutional freeze on readjust-
mentofseats, which had pegged
representation to the 1971
Census. The new amendment
#CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi with Congress chief Mallikarun Kharge at an event to mark Dr B R Ambedkar's birth
anmiversary in Parliament complex, Tuesday. Vice Fresident C P Radhakrishnan is also present. s

Bill proposes to end mandatory
delimitation after every Census

Damini Nath, Vikas Pathak,
Deeptiman Tiwary

& Amitabh Sinha

New Dethi, April 14

DEALING WITH delimitation
of constituencies for early im-
plementation of women's res-
ervation in Parliament and
state Assemblies, thethree Bills
that the goveriment proposes
to bring in the extended Budget

sessionof Parliament laterthis  capacity for 888 members —
week answer many questions  expandable to 1.272 members
even as they raise for a joint session.
doulbits that may be de- It is, however, not
bated in Parliament. clear what will be the
The capping of formula for seat alloca-
elected members at 815 L ticn in each state based
isa50% increase on the on population. [n public
existing strength of 543 statements ondelimita-
in the Lok Sabha. The Lok  ticn, the govemment has prom-
Sabhachamberinthe newPar-  isedto maintain the proportion
liament building has a seating +CONTINUED DNPAGE 2

Delimitation
divide: Stalin,
Revanthraise

alarm, TDP
backs Centre

Liz Mathew, Vikas Pathak
& Jatin Anand
New Delhi, April 14

AS THE government Tuesday
shared the rexts of threa Bills it
proposes o introduce in Pardia-
ment — during the extended
three-day Budget Session start-
ing Thursday — onthe delimita-
tion of constituencies for early
implementation of worner's res-
ervation {n Parliamentand state
Assemblies, differences among
southern statescame wothe fore,
While Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin warned the
BJP-led Centreagainst bulldoz-
ing “through a Constitutional
amendment” in the midst of As-
sembly elections and said his
stare would protestifthe “polid-
cal power of northern states”
goes up disproportionately, his
Telangana counterpart Revarth
Reddy pushed for *broad-basad
consultations and consensus
building™. BJP ally TDP, which
isin power in Andhra Pradesh,
however, said thegovernment's
moves were along the lines dis-
cussed with Opposition floor
leaders and that seats across
states would be increased by
50 ona pro rata basis.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Women’s quota

enszbles delimitation based on
the "latest published census fig-
ures” as may be notified by Par-
liarnent, effectively clearing the
way for a comprehensive redis-
tribution of sears i Brye with cur-
rent population patternns.

The amendment caps the
strength of elected members
from statesatR15 and from Union
Territordes 35, significanty in-
creasing the skze of Lok Sabha
andaltering theantbrmetcof par-
liarnentary majomtizs,

The Constitution [(One
Hundred and Thiry-First

tution, which pertains to the
composition of Lok Sabha, The
amendment proposes to in-
crease the toral strengrh to 850,
up fromm the currenit Hmit of 550,

Az of date, Article 81(3) and
(3), freeze Lok Sabha seats as per
the 1971 Census and Assembly
seats as pet the 2001 Census,
“untilthe relevant figures forthe
first Census taken after the year
2026 have been published” In
nonmEl course, this would have
meant the 2031 Census. But the
N Censnswas delaved.,

The Bill alze amends the
marginal heading of Aiticle &2
from “Readjustment aftereach
Census” o "Readjustment of
constituencies”, and removes
the requireinent of readjusting
thenumber of Lok Sabha seats
in states after every Census.

Similarly. it makies amend-
ments tothe Artieles pertaining
tostate Assemblies and reserva-
tion for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, changing the
basiz fram the 2001 Census to
“such Census” that Parliamernt
decidesby law touse.

The accompanying Delimi-
tation Bill lays down theinstiu-
tional framework for this exer-
cise. It provides for a
Delimitation Cominission
headed by a Supreme Court
judge, with the Chief Election
Commissioner and State Elec-
tion Commissioners as
members, and gives it pawers
equivalent to a civil court. The
Commission willbe rasked with

allncating seats scross States, re-
drawing constituency bound-
aries, and determining reservia-
ton for SCs, STsand wotnen.

Apart from thelatest Census
figures, the Delimitation Corm-
mission, like in the past, is
required [oensure, as much as
possible, that all constituencies
are gengraphically compact
areas. The “physical features,
existing boundaries of adminis-
[rative units, facilities of com-
municationand public cooveni-
etice” are aleo to be taken into
ACCOUTL.

Crucially, the exencise will
alsotrigger the implementaton
of the women's reservation law
passed in 2023, One-third of
seats in the Lok Sabha and state
within5C

toberotated after ench delimita-
toneycle,

‘The reservation is valid fora
period of 15 vears, with the possi-
bility of extension by Parlia-
Ment.

In the statement of cbjecls
and regsons to the Constitution
amendment Bill, Law Mindster
Arjun Ram Meghwal cited the
time that the next Census will
take.

“While the freeze of seats on
the bagc of popuilation fignres of
the year 1971 cetisus served an

the consttueneies.. The next
census and the consequential
delimitation exercise therealler
will take considerable time and
thus, delav the effective and
dedicated participation of
women in our democratic pal-
Ity hewrote onApril 11

The UT Bill makes the rel-
evant changes to the laws for

Delhi, Jammu and Kashmirand
Puducherry.

The is politically
significant. The 2023 amend-
ment had drawn erticem from
Opposition parties for deferring
implementation by linking it to
delimitation after a fresh Cen-
505 By advancing thedelimita-
tion framework. the govern-
ment has now moved to
operationalise the quota, are-
form that has remained stalled
for decades.

Atthe same time, the move
reopens a sensitive political
guestion: the redistribution of
5eals across states. Since the
freeze was intreduced in the
19705 to incentivise popuilation
conroel, states that successiully
reduced fertility rates, largely in
the south, have retained their
share of seats despite slower
population growth. & fiesh de-
limitation based on updated
Census datawould ideally in-
creace the representation of
states in the Hindi heartland,
where population growth has
been higher, potentially reduc-
ing the relative weight of south-
@ states.

The govermment, however,
has promised that (he propor-
tionalshare of statesin the com-
position of Parliament as it
stands today would notbe dis-
turbed. Irwillnowbe incumberit
upan the delimitation comrmis-
sion to cotne up with a formula
that can keep the promise.

The Bills alse incormrorate
procedural safeguards, includ-
ing the publication of draft de-
limitation proposals, inviting
objections, and holding public
hearings before finalisation.

Once notified, the commis-
sion’s orderswill have the force
aflawand cannothe challanged
in eourt, aprevision aimed aten-
suring finality bur one that may
itsell invite serutiny,.

Opposition parties have
broadly supported womens reg-
ervationbut remain wary of the
broader implications ofthe de-
limitation exercise. Apart fromt
concerts over seat redistribu-
tion, there are demands for an
additional quota for women
Irom Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). which is not provided for
in the current framework.
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Bill proposals

of seats held by each state cur-
rencly in Parliament, Uinder the
“One person, one vate, one
walue” principle of the Constitu-
tion, the exercise could be com-
plicated given the vast gap that
has accumulated ower four dec-
ades in populations of states in
north and south India

No delimitarion has been
conducted following the one
based onthe 1971 Census. The la-
test delimitation is proposed to
be conducted based on the 2001
Census.

More significantly, the Bills
could alver the nature of future
delimitationexercises. The Rills
propose to end the Constitu-
tional framevrork tor delimita-
tion after every decadal Census,

At the core of this shift isa
proposed amendment toArticle
82 ofthe Constitution. The daft
Constitution(CneHundred and
Thirty-First Amendment) Bill,
2026 geeks to rename it from
“Readjustment after each Cen-
sus” to “Readjustment of consti-
tuencies”, while rermoving the
explicitrequirement thatseat al-
locaton and constituency divi-
siom followr every Census. Inef-
fect, delimitation would no
longer be a mandatory, periodic
exercise tied to decadal popula-
tion data.

Arelated change in Article 81
redefines “population” for the
purpose of sear allocarion. In-
stead of mandating reliance on
the last published Census, the
amendment allows Parliorment
todetenmine, by kw, which Cen-
sus figures will beused. Thisin
troduces flexibility in choosing
the reference population, but
alsnshifts discretion tnthe politi-
cal exerutive of theday.

Toagzther, theze provisions
mowve delimitation away from a
constitutionally-trigeered pro-
cess to one that can be oper-
atlonalised through ordinary
legislatiom.

The Eills provide that read-
justmment will be carried outby a

Delimitation Commission “in
such mannerandon thebasls of
such census™ as may be spec-
ified. This means the timing of
the exercise, and the datasat it
relies on, can be determined
through a simple majority in
Parliament.

Thismarksabreak from past
practice. Since the 1970s, any
derigion to defer delimitation -
primarily to aveid penalising
states that had suceessfully con-
trolled population growth -
required constitutional amend=-
ments passed with a two-thinds
majority, as In19Fe and 2001, The
proposad framework lowerschat
threshold, potentially giving
greater latinde totuturepovem-
ments inshaping the exercise,

Even as theEills retain popu-

ot how Lok Sabha seats will e
distributed across states while
preserving existing regional bal-
ArKCes.

The Delimitation Bill, 2026
refers to the “latest census fig-
ures” available when the Com-
mission ks set up, and relieraes
established criteria such as ad-
ministrative boundaries, plysi-
cal teatures and public comveni-
ence. But the absence of a dlear
allocation formula leaves agap
between the stated political as-
surance of malntalning current
propomionsand the legal frame-
work proposed.

This gap becomes sharper
when viewed against the consti-
tutional principlecf equal repre-
scntation. Article Bl requircsthat
the ratiobetweena state's popu-
laton and s allocared seats e,
as far as practicable, uniform
across the country, and that con-
stituencies within a state hawve
broadly equal populations.

Reconciling this principle
with the commitment to main-
rainthe existingshareof searts for
gach state will likely be a key
point of debate on the Rills in
Parliamens.
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