1> TMPORTANT
EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

'y

e :
DELHI CENTRE: PRAYAGRAJ CENTRE: ™ 9555-124-124
636, Mukherjee Nagar 1/1/8A, Stanley Rd, @ epee
New Delhi-110009 Maharana Pratap Chauraha, 8% sanskritiias.com
'|| .L-I' Civil Lines, Prayagraj, UP - 211002

"> )
l\{; .
a\.&? :

#F-

i




S

IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

SanskritiilAS

GS 2 : INTERNATIONAL RELATION

THE HINDU PAGE : 1

[ran says blockade a threat
to ceasefire; warns it will
shut down Red Sea traffic

Agence France-Presse
TEHEAN

Iran's military threatened
on Wednesday to shut
down Red Sea trade unless
the U.S. lifted its naval
blockade on Tehran's
ports, saying the ceasefire
was at risk.

The head of Iran’s mili-
tary central command
centre said a U.S. failure to
lift the blockade would
constitute “a prelude” to
violating the two-week cea-
gefire. Unless the U.S. re-
lents, Iran’s armed forces
*will not allow any exports
or imports to continue in
the Persian Gulf, the Sea of
Oman, and the Red Sea,”
Iranian General Ali Abdol-
lahi said.

The warning came after
LS. President Donald
Trump indicated peace ne-
gotiations could resume
thic week, while Iran con-
firmed the sides had kept
talking via Pakistan after a
first round of negotiations
fell flat. Iran on Wednesday
welcomed a Pakistani dele-
gation led by its Army chief
Asim Mumnir.

Islamabad “has held dis-
cussions with the Ameri-

Pakistan's Army chief Asim Munir receives a warm welcome from

lranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi in Tehran on Wednesday. aFe

cans and has also heard
our stances. During this vi-
sit the views of both sides
are to be discussed in de-
tail,” Iranian Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Esmail
Baghaei said.

Washington has sought
to turn the screws on Teh-
ran with the blockade,
with US. Central Com-
mand saying that Ameri-
can forces “have complete-
ly halted economic trade
going into and out of Iran
by sea”.

The picture based on re-
cent maritime tracking da-
ta in the Strait of Hormuz
was less clear-cut, and
Iran’s Tasnim news agency
reported on Wednesday
that shipping had conti-

nued from southern [ran.

Speaking to the New
York Post on Tuesday, Mr.
Trump said a new round of
talks with Iran could take
place in Pakistan “over the
next two days”, while tell-
ing Fox Business the war
was “very close to being
over™.

Reports said the U.S.
had sought a 20-year sus-
pension of Iran’s uranium
enrichment programme
during the Islamabad talks,
and that Iran, in turn, pro-
posed suspending its nu-
clear activity for five vears
- an offer U.S. officials
rejected.

LEADERS FLOCK TO CHIMA
» PAGE 14
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New brain-inspired ‘memristors’
promise to reduce Al energy use
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STARTING TODAY, THREE-DAY SITTING OF PARLIAMENT ON CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILLS

Govtplan: Keep south shar¢ unchanged in
LS, list each state’s new countin ‘schedule’
Opp chorus: We back women'’s quota, but

Delimitation exercise to demarcate
constituencies based on 2011 Census,
LS seats for all states to go up 50%

Vikas Pathak & Jatin Anand
New Delhi, April 15

THE GOVERNMENT will most
likely bring on Thursday a
‘schedule’ in Parliament to
clearly specify the numbet of
Lok Sabha seats for each state,
and this will show that the per-
centage share of each state in
the Lok Sabha'stotal strengthis
the same as it is now, top
sourcessaid.

A'schedule’isanadditional
sectionto alegislation that pro-
videsdetailed informationsup-
porting its text.

Stating that the three Bills
cleared by the Cabinet to facili-
tate women’s reservation and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Centre’s move,
challenge to Opp

Opposition parties have
primarily criticised the gov-
ernment’s move to link
women’s reservation to the
increase in the LokSabha
strengthand the delimi-
tation exercise. With the
government keen tomain-
tainapro-ratadistribution
oftheincreasedseatsinthe
LokSabha, the Opposition,
includingstates inthe midst
of Assembly polls, will find it
challenging to push its case,

delimitation a devious agenda, to

J=

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and LoP Rahul Gandhi with MP Kapil Sibal, NCP-SP's Supriya Sule,
TMC'’s Sagarika Ghose, Shiv Sena (UBT)'s Sanjay Raut and other INDIA bloc leaders in New Delhi. av

ol of BJP

Asad Rehman
New Dellti, April 15

SETTING THE stage foraturbu-
lent three-day session of Parlia-
mentwhichwill meet Thursday,
Opposition parties said Weclnes-
day that they will vote against
the Constitution amendment
Bill provisions on delimitation,
some among them calling the
delimitation plan “a devious
agenda”and “atooltowinama-
jority for the ruling party”.

The Opposition parties
underlined that they are not
against reservation of seats for
womenin Parliament and state
Assemblies, but are opposed to
the manner in which the re-
lated Bill is being brought.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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T EXPRESS investigation INASSOCIATION WITH ICU

7 Indian firms in race, experts eye
cheaper Keytruda versionin 2 yrs

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, April 15

WITH AT least seven Indian
manufacturersintheracetode-
velop generic versions of Merck
& Co'sbest-selling cancer immu-
notherapy drug Keytruda, doc-
tors and researchers say a far
cheaper alternative could be
available within two yearswhen
thedrug’s patentexpiresinJune
2028 — offering hope at atime
when each mandated 200mg

dose costs more

to invest in devel-

than Rs3lakh. g oping its own
“We have seen ‘. therapies,” said Dr
thiswith otherim- Tarun Durga, as-
munotherapies. — . sociate director of
’[:he' 1entiy (()if liio- THE CANCER ﬁegicai or;chlggy,
similars leads to a edanta-Noida.
significantdrop in CﬂlCllluS The lack of ac-
prices, sometimes DARTIV cess to Keytruda is

by as much as
70%. Thisis the simplestway to
make cancer drugs more af-
fordable and accessible. In the
long run, however, India needs

one of the key
findings of an investigation by
The Indian Express in associ-
ation with the International
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Govtstrategy

delimitation of Lok Sabha con-
stituenciescould not have men-
tioned a pro-rata increase inthe
number of Lok Sabha seats for
states, the sources said, itwould
bedoneinthe ‘schedule’ “There
will be no confusion... every-
thingwill be legally done,” said a
source, who did not wish to be
named.

For example, if Tamil Nadu
has 39 seats in the present Lok
Sabha and its share inthe total is
7.2%, it will remain 7.2% in the
Lok Sabha with up to 850 seats.
It is estimated that the strength
of each state will increase by
50%. So, in Tamil Nadu's case, it
islikely to have 57 or 58 seats.

The sources said this is what
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has said in public so far,
and it will deflate the Opposi-
tion’s criticism that southern
states will have a lesser voice in
the Lok Sabha. Tamil Nadu's
Chief Minister MK Stalin has
been leading protests, saying
states in north India such as
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have
seen a sharp rise in population,
and a delimitation on the basis
of 2011 Census would result in
their share rising sharply.

In the Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026, Article
81 has been amended to facili-
tate an increase in the maxi-
mum number of Lok Sabha
seats to 850 from 550 now (815
for states, and 35 for Union terri-
tories). Article 82 effectively de-
links the delimitation exercise
with Census 2026 and future

Censusestoo.

The sources said inter-state
redistribution just means dis-
tribution of the increased
number of seats, not on the
basis of population, buton a
pro-rata basis to maintain fed-
eral balance. “One-third of the
seats will be reserved for
women.... Thedelimitation ex-
ercise will take care of the
boundary change of consti-
tuencies within the states,
based on the 2011 Census,” the
source said. Till now, thisintra-
state adjustment of consti-
tuencies is based on the 2001
Census.

The three Bills — Constitu-

week arelikely to be introduced
during the extended session of
Parliament beginning Thursday.

The Constitution Amend-
ment Bill did not mentiona pro-
rata increase of 50% Lok Sabha
seats for all states — something
that sources in the government
had been saying for weeks. The
limitation on the basis of the la-
test census figures available,
which is the 2011 Census.

This, opposition MPs felt,
would change the proportionate
share of the states, as there was
differential growth of popula-
tion in different states by 2011
Theabsence ofequal increasein
theallocation of seats tostatesin
the three Bills made many inthe

opposition question the intent of
thegovernment, with Stalin and
Telangana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy openly criticising
the move.

Thisdelimitation exerciseto
redraw Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies will be the first one after
the 1971 census, as delimitation
was frozen for 25 years each in
1976 and 2001 so that southern
states, whose population had
begun to stabilise while the
population growth of some
other states had picked up pace,
didnot feel losetheir
share. It was said that the freeze
would incentivise family plan-
ning measures and lead to popu-
lation control.

The main challenge during
thesessionwillbethe passageof
the Constitutional Amendment
Bill, as it would require a special
majority in both the Houses -
two thirds ofthe members pres-
ent and voting, which should
not be less than one half of the
strength of the House. Both
houses must separately passthe
Bill.

BJP sources acknowledged
that the party was engaging with
floor leaders "across the board"
numbers required for the three
proposed Bills are met. During
its outreach, party leaders had
sought toemphasise that “all the
issues pointed out by them had
been assessed and addressed” in
the proposed amendment tothe
Bill which was passed in Sep-
tember, 2023,

“Thediscussionislikelytobe
led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah; both leaders, es-
pecially the PM, are more than

ready to address specific issues,
such as delimitation and its im-
pact on South Indian states,
being raised by the opposition,”
asenior leader said.

Any Constitutional amend-
ment will require 360 votes in
the Lok Sabha, if all present
members turn up. The BJP, at
240, has the highest number of
seats. The NDA's total seat tally
is293, excluding sevenindepen-
dent MPs. The non-NDA, of
which the Congress with its 98
membersisthe largest party, has
241 members.

The present strength of the
ruling NDA in the Rajya Sabha
is as follows — BJP 106, TDP 2,
JD(U)4, ShivSena2,RLD1,JD
(S)1, AGP1, NCP 4, AIADMK S5,
RPI(Athawale)1, Rashtriya Lok
Morcha (Upendra Kushwaha's
party) 1, United People's Party
(Liberal) 2, apart from 7 nomi-
nated members who haven't
yet joined the BJP, indepen-
dent Rajya Sabha MP Kartikeya
Sharma, and one each fromthe
MNF, NPPand PMK. This adds
up to 145. Five nominated
members who joined the BJP
have already been counted in
the BJP's tally of 106.

Inthecase of partiesthatcan
take a line against the BJP, the
Congress has goneup from27to
29 members, the TMC has13, the
AAP 10, the BJD 6, the Sa-
majwadi Party 4, the NC 3, the
BRS 3, the DMK 8, the ShivSena
(UBT) 1, the NSP (SP) 1, the CPI
(M) 3, the RJD 3, the JMM 2, the
TUML 2, the CPI 2, the MDMK 1,
the Kerala Congress (M) 1, the
BSP1, and the DMDK 1.

The presentstrength of Rajya
Sabha is 245, and the two-thirds
markat full strength is 163.
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SC: You cannot hollow
out religion in name of
social welfare, reform

Express News Service
New Delhi, April15

THE SUPREME Court said on
Wednesday that religion should
not be hollowed out inthe name
of social reform, as it continued
toexamine constitutional ques-
tions arising out of its September
2018 judgment striking down
age restrictions on the entry of
shrine.

“Inthe name of social welfare
and reform, you cannot hollow
outthereligion,” Justice BV Na-
garathna, who is part of a nine-
judge bench hearing the matter,
said. The bench presided by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
also comprises Justices M M
Sundresh, Ahsanuddin
Amanullah, Aravind Kumar,
Augustine George Masih, Pra-
sanna B Varale, R Mahadevan
and Joymalya Bagchi.

The remarks came as Senior
Advocate Abhishek Singhvi, ap-
pearing for the Travancore De-
vaswom Board which admin-
isters the temple, was making
his submissions on the relation
between “the rights of persons
under Article 25 of the
Constitution and the rights of re-
ligious denominations under
Article26".

Article 26(b) gives religious
denominations, and any section
thereof, right to manage their
own affairs in mattersof religion

while Article 25 (1) guarantees
every person freedom of con-
science and the right freely to
profess, practise and propagate
religion subject to public order,
morality and health. Article 25
clause (2) sub-clause (a) em-
powersthestate to make laws for
regulating or restricting any
economic, financial, political or
other secular activity, which
may be associated with religious
practice, while clause (b) allows
the state to make laws for social
welfare and reform orthe throw-
ing open of Hindu religious in-
stitutions of a public characterto
all classes and sections of the
faith.

i Singhvi urged that “Articié:
125(2)(b) may not and should not;
beinterpreted so as to decimate:
or extinguish the primary right;
sunder 25(1)" as doing so “would:
n the decimation of the;
on the alleged basis of social re-|
Meanwhile, responding to
submissions on the question of
maintainability of a Public Inter-
est Litigation in mattersof faith,
the CJI said, “The most difficult
task for a court might be howto
give adeclaration that the belief
of millions of people is wrong or
erroneous.”
The hearing will continue
Thursday.
FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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