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Manipur stir on; Kukis want President’s Rule back

Thousands take to the streets demanding
the unconditional release of all hostages

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

housands of Kuki-

Zo people took to

the streets in Chu-
rachandpur and Kangpok-
pi districts of Manipur on
Saturday, demanding the
unconditional release of
Kuki hostages and justice
for three church leaders
killed in an ambush by ex-
tremists on May 13

In a memorandum to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, several Kuki civil so-
ciety groups called for the
reimposition of President’s
Rule in the State.

The protest rallies coin-
cided with the extension of
a 48-hour total shutdown
called by the Kuki Inpi Ma-
nipur, the apex body of Ku-
kis in the State amid out-
rage over the continued
“targeted persecution” of
the community.

i

o

=

1) UNCONC

State paralysed by protests and the 48-hour
shutdown called by apex body of Kuki tribes

L PROTESTRALLY FOR

IONAL RELEASE OF KUKI-ZO HOSTAGE

=MANDING THE IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION
OF CHARTER OF DEMAND UPON THE MURDER QF

I KUKI-ZO ©F

CH LEADERS.

DAGANISED BY: COMMTTEC ON TRIBRL UNITY(COTU!

Mounting tension: Protesters demand release of Kuki hostages and justice for three slain church leaders on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

According to Manipur’s
Home Minister Govindas
Konthoujam, more than 38
Kuki and Naga people were
held captives by various
groups after the killing of
three church leaders.

Security forces and
community-based organi-

sations helped secure the
release of 28 hostages on
Friday.

Hostage situation

Unconfirmed reports said
10 more hostages were re-
leased on Saturday, but the
Kuki-Zo groups said 14

community members con-
tinued to be in captivity.
Protesters at the rally or-
ganised by the Commitree
on Tribal Unity demanded
the immediate, safe, and
unconditional release of all
Kuki hostages and the “ur-
gentimplementation of the

charter of demands” sub-
mitted to the Centre.

These demands include

a National Investigation

ncy probe into the kill-

ing of the church leaders, a

permanent security gua-

rantee for civilians and vul-

nerable villages, the esta-

Citizens’ groups seek high-level investigation,
and special security zones in vulnerable areas

Unconfirmed reports
say 10 more hostages
were released, but
Kuki-Zo groups say
14 still held captive

blishment  of  special
security zones in conflict-
prone areas, and an expe-
dited political engagement
with Kuki-Zomi extremist
groups under the Suspen-
sion of Operations pact.

“The continued captivi-
ty of innocent civilians was
not merely unlawful deten-
tion but an act of terror
against a people,” KTM pre-
sident Ch. Ajang Khongsai
told the gathering,.

Memo to Home Minister
During the “mass rally for
justice” in Churachandpur,
the Kuki Women Organisa-
tion for Human Rights
(KWOHR) and other civil

society groups submitted a
memorandum to Mr. Shah,
condemning the killing of
three Kuki-Zo religious
leaders and raising con-
cerns over continued
viclence.

The KWOHR alleged
that the ongoing violence
was linked to “proxy at-
tacks” carried out against
the Kuki-Zo people, and ex-
pressed concern over re-
peated incidents of vio-
lence, displacement, and
insecurity in the region.

The KWOHR called for
the re-imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rule in Manipur,
strengthening of security
deployment in Kuki-Zo
areas, a high-level investi-
gation into the killings and
related incidents of vio-
lence, and the fulfilment of
the long-standing demand
for a separate administra-
tion for the Kuki-Zo under
the Constitution of India.
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India rejects award by Court of
Arbitration on pondage at
hydel projects on Indus system

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India on Saturday rejected
an award reportedly issued
by the Court of Arbitration
(CoA) at The Hague on May
15, concerning maximum
pondage at Indian hydroe-
lectric projects on the In-
dus river system, reiterat-
ing that it does not
recognise the tribunal as
legitimately constituted.

“India categorically re-
jects the present so-called
award, just as it has firmly
rejected all prior pronoun-
cements of the illegally
constituted CoA,” Ministry
of External Affairs spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said, adding that any deci-
sion of the body was “null
and void.” India’s decision
to hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance, he
said, remained in force.

No official communica-
tion of the award is public-
ly available on the website
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A dam on the Indus river sy

of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, which acts as
the secretariat to the CoA.
The recent press release
listed there is dated May 11,
which announced the con-
clusion of a three-day hear-
ing held on April 28 on Pa-
kistan's request for interim
measures and the status of
the Treaty itself.

The CoA is a five-mem-
ber arbitral panel consti-
tuted in January 2023. It
was set up at Pakistan’s re-
quest after Islamabad chal-
lenged the design of India’s

-'f-“ -
stem in Reasi, J&K. PTI

Kishenganga and Ratle hy-
droelectric projects. India
has refused to participate,
arguing that the technical
guestions involved fall
within the remit of a Neu-
tral Expert appointed in
parallel by the World Bank.

“In its August 2025
Award on Issues of General
Interpretation, the CoA
ruled largely in Pakistan’s
favour, restricting how In-
dia calculates permissible
pondage for run-of-river
plants under the Treaty,”
Mr. Jaiswal said.
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Why is the Prime Minister advocating austerity?

What are the seven set of suggestions that Prime Minister Narendra Modi made for the public?

How has the war in West Asia impacted various sectors in India and how will these eutbacks help?

What measures is the government taking?

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
var the past week, a series of nndges,
policy changes, and public messages
hanve gought to influence the
behavicur of lndian consumers,
compranies, and farmers. At the heart of this
puash ig an effort to reduce India’s impocts of oil
and petroleum products, gold, and fertilizers,
and invalves everyone from the Prime Minister
and his Cabinat colleagues to industry leaders
And assnciations.

What was the Prime Minister's message?
On May 10, during 3 speech in Secunderabad,
Prime Minister Narendra laid out a
sever-fold set of suggestions for the Indian
public to help the economy and the
government's finances weather the siorm
created by the war in West Asia.

The Prime Minister asked Indians to priocitse
working from home; reduce petrel and diesel
usage by using public trarsport and electric
vehicles; reduce the use of cooking dil; stop

bu fior at least a buy!ndiia-madf
B e

B ones; pause
tla.rd, matural fertilizers instead of
Lnsing chemical ones.

The Opposition, along with several other
commentators, questioned the timing of his
appeals, comirsg as they did cight after the
conclusion of Assembly elections in some key
States, Nefther the political leadership nor the
bureaucracy mentioned any impending
problems in the run-up to the elections. The
critics point out that in fact, the Prime Minister
and several of his Cabinet colleagues flew across
the country to campaipn in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,

India’s
Current
Accoumnt
Deficit is set
1o grow i)

dbout 25% of

the GO in
this hnancial
year, from

L4% in the
(quarier
ended
December
2025

Adisplay board shuw:'ng the rates of EOLI]J.'W siheerin a jewelleny shawroom
in Tiruchi, Tamil Madu, an May 14, R VENGADESH

West Bengal, and Assam, where they also
organised several road shows. These questions
relate more to the timing of the message than to
whether remedial action is neaded at all.

Why are these cutbacks needed?

It iz now well sstablished that the war in West
Asia has created a global energy erisis. One of
the aspects of this crigis i that the prices of oil
and gas have shat up Ajem'm lhepﬂcenf

Brent & — one of the benchmarks for oil -
stood at $65 a barrel; tls nwsumﬁiuu

India imports 85-90% of its nil requirement.
This means that any time the price of oil goes up
internationelly, the councry's import bill
incregses. Ol alone makes up abont 7% of
India’s total goods import basket. That is why
three out of Mr, Modi's seven sugsestions were
aimed at reducing fuel usage and oil imports.

The war has also led to an increase in the
price of gold as investors fock w i as a sale
haven' asset in times of uncertainty, Indians
have a cultural affinity for the yellow metal that
defies any price movement. While the price of
gold increased by 45-60% over the last year, the
volume of India®s gold imports fell only abowt 5%
in the same period. The value of these imports
increased 24%. In other words, the higher price
only impacted the demand for gold at the
er 1s; the bulk of purchases has continued.

major trend is the depreciation of the
rupce. The breached the
06-to-a-dollar an May 15 before dosing a
litthe higher at 395.96. A year ago, the currency
was trading at about 85 to a dollar, Throughout
this period, the Reserve Bank of India has been
stepping in to stabilise the fall of the rupee and
reduce volatility, mainly by selling the dollars in
its reserves and absorbing rupees in the market.
As a result, the Resarve Bank of Indiz's foreign
exchange reserves fell to §552.4 billion as of May
&, 2026, from $581.4 billion a vear earlier — a
decline of about 29 billion.

Foregn Institutional Investors have been
pulling out larges sums from Indian markets.
When they do this, they gell in rupees and are
repatriated in dollare, creating another
qgnflr.“lm channel of dollar outilows.

Taken together, all this means that Indis's
Current Accotint Deficit (CAD) — the amount by
which its imports of goods and services exceed
BXPOrEs — is set tgrow toabot 2.5% of the GDP
in this financial year from | 4% as recently as the
quarter ended December 2025,

Asustained high CATY has several serious
knock-on effects for the econcmmy and has led
severdl crises for the Indian government since
Independance. It is therefore clear why the
government is seeking (o act now 10 prevent

such an outcome.

Has the government also taken some
measres?

Over the last week, the government has taken
several measures to support these efforts.
Effective from May 13, it doubled the

tax to be paid on the import of gold and slver to
a total of 18.4% frem the previous 9.2%. The
Inrectorate General of Foreign Trade has also
tightaned the conditions under which geme and
jewellery axportars can import gold duty-free.
On May 16, the government also restricted the
import of gilver

The prices of petrol and diesel were hiked on
May 15 by 23 a litre each, in an atternpt (o reduce
demand. The price af CNG was increased by 72
per kg. A rough calculation by The Hindu shows
that this would earn il marketing companies an
additinnal 4,400 crore per month. However,
this & not much when compared o the loss they
are currently begring, which the government
sgid amounts to about 21,000 crore a day on
petrol, diesa| and LPG, This means further fuel
price hikes could be imminent.

Motably, In a rare occurrence, Mr, Modi
himsell wok w social media o deny a news
report that the government was considering
imposing a cemporary cess on foreign travel.

Mr. Modi and several of lds Cabinet minsters
lave also reduced the sizes of their convoys.

Will these steps work?

Several of the measures called for by the Prime
Minister and implemented by the government
might work at the marging, but some might lead
to negative consequences as well. For instance,
higher fuel prices may deter unnecessary travel,
but unbess offices implement a ‘work from
home’ policy again, employees will have no
option but to travel t;:[mk and bear the higher
cosk. hﬁ'ﬂ‘ lnﬂaﬂnm‘y
nature. Further, the diesel and -:Ncpmemn

w_puhhcm

oy has shown that | ﬁd'pﬂmdn
= and can, i.nfa.tlt,n

lﬁmil.naninnreme smi |mfng ashappmed

Zﬂﬂmuﬂponm raised,

Ackang farmers to switch to natural fertilizers
and hold off on buying chemical ones is a
workable medium-term strategy, but would be
disruptive in the short term. Agricultural output,
already expected to be under strain die to a
belpw-normal monsoon and stronger El Nino
this vear, will suffer further.

An analysis by The Hiedn has also shown ehat
the grovwth in foreign spending by Indians is not
on travel, which is contracting, but on foreign
equity, debt, and immovable assers.

Short of draconian measures, there are few
short-term measires that will effectively solve
the CAD issue. Various governments have
strugglad to make India more competitive on
exports. Unless that changes, and dollar inflows
rize substantially, such crises are likely o recur.
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Why has RSS called for dialogue with Pakistan?

What did RSS leader Dattatreya Hosabale say about ties with Pakistan and what reactions did his
remarks wrigger in India and Pakistan? Can his statement be read as reflecting government policy?

What has the RSS’s stance on talks with Pakistan been?

Nistula Hebbar

The story so far:
ast week, Danatreya Hosabale, the
second in command in the Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), the
ideclogical mothership of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIF), said in an interview
to news Press Trust of India (PT]) that
India should persist with attempts at a dialogue
with Pakistan. His statement triggered reactions
from Pakistan, leaders of political parties in
Jarnmu and Kashmir (&), India’s former Chief
of Army Staff, and from the Opposition.

Why have Mr. Hosabale's remarks made
news?

There have been a lot of comments on not just
the substance of the remarks, but also their
timing, coming as they do clese on the heels of
the first anniversary of Cperation Sindoor,
which followed the 2025 terror attack in
Pahalgam in J&K that left 16 people dead. The
Narendra-Medi led National Democratic Alliance
government has consistently held thar there can
be no dialogue as long as Pakistan-backed terror
groups contimie to carry out attacks in India. In
the light of the filial relationship between the
K33 and the EJR, Mr. Hosabale's views have
therefore raised queries as to whether the Union

RsS office
bearers
maintain that
the context of
Hosabale's
remarks had
mare o do
with the
organisation's
lomg-held
beliefs than
with any
immediae
preacoupation
with dialogue
and discourse

R55 leader Dattatreya Hosabale speaking to PTHin Mew Delhi. pri

government was being provided political cover
o change its stance on talks with Pakistan,

What has been the R$8's record with regard
to talks with Pakistan?

RSS office bearers maintain that the context of
Mr. Hosabale's remarks had more to do with the
organisation's long-held beliefs than with any
immediate preoccupation with dialogne and
discourse, They point out that Mr. Hosabales
remarks, taken in full, made it clear that while
there was no trust in Pakistan®s political and
military leadership, people-to-people contact
remains the most crucial aspect of engagement,
in keeping with the R55's own ideas about civil
society engagement, The remarks are therefore
not comments on what the government should
or should not do, but relate instead to what the
ESS has been saying for 2 while.

What has rhe RSS said about relations with
Pakistan in the past?
In April 1964, Deendayal Upadhyaya and Ram
Manchar Lohia issued a joint statement on
relations with Pakistan. At the time, the lamer,
while canvassing support from Opposition
parties for an anti-Congress front, had reached
out to the Bharativa Jana Sangh, the political
wing of the RSS and the precursor to the EJP.
Both Lohia and Upadhyaya agreed that the
division between India and Pakistan was
historically proven to be based on artificial
grounds (reflected in the RSS's conception of an
Akhand Eharat or undivided Indian
subcontinenty and the grvernments of the two
countries always indulged in tooti baatchest
(piecemeal dialogue) and toota vichar
{piecemeal thinking) instead of establishing a
comprehensive framework for talks, The
concept of Akhand Bharat as a loose Hind.Pak
Mahasangh also finds mention in the statement.
This may be too far in the past. But even more
recently, the RSS, and indeed Mr. Hosabale
himself, has advocated for dialogue. In 2015, at
the conclusion of an R55led Samanvay Baithak
or coortination meeting with all its frontal
organisations, Mr. Hosabale had, in an answer to
a question, said: “India is part of SAARC and has
tamily like cultural relations with neighbouring

countries, be it Nepal, 5ri Lanka, Pakistan or
Bangladesh. It was one body which was divided
to torm Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is natural
that people living there are part of the same
femily, Sometimes relations [go bad], like it
happens between brothers and so we also
discussed how we can improve our relations
with those who are historically and
geographically attached to us.”

Similar semtiments were expressed in 2017 as
well, after another joint meeting between the
BIF and the R3S,

What were the reactions to Mr. Hosabale's
recent comments?

Pakistans Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomed
the remarks, calling them a “positive
development” and hoping that “sanity will
prevail in India®. In J&K, National Conference
president Faroog Abdullah said that he is “glad
that somebody is now thinking that war is not an
option.” Peoples Democratic Party president
Mehbooba Mufti said “talks are the only
headway™ to address the issues between the two
countries. Indizs former Chief of Army Staff,
General Manoj Naravane (retd.), also welcomed
the statement as a positive sign for engagement
between the two countries, especially ata
delicate time in bilateral reladons. The Congress
criticised the remarks, with MP Manish Tewari
asking: What has “materially changed since the
Baisaran [Pahalgam| massacre?”

Can Mr. Hosabale's statement be
extrapolated to reflect government policy?
The answer is com . Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is a product of the Sangh Parivar
and has publicly acknowladged this fact. His
government has been one of the most intensely
ﬂeohglcal in India’s history, fulfilling some of
the core issues on the RSS agenda including the
reading down of Article 370 and the
construction of a Ram temple in ayodhya.

With regard to the relationship with Pakistan,
mutters stray into a territory that is more
dynamic, and affected by both internal and
external events. The RSS's views have been quite
consistent for a long time; therefore,
governmental intervention, which also depends
on immediate circumstances, may not usually
follow the same trajectory, What the comments
suggest is that whenever or if ever Mr. Modi
seeks to initiate dialogue with Pakistan, he will
have political cover from the ideological parent
of the BIP.
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WHy has Air India
cut international
flight operations?

Why has it been so severely impacted?
Which routes have been affected? How
are other international airlines coping?

[agriti Chandra

The story so far:
ast week, Air India announced sweeping
I international schedule cuts between June
and August, including a nearly 40%
reduction in North America operations and
significant cuts seross SAARC and Southeast
Asia.

Which international routes have been
affected?

According to airline sources, a total of 145
weekly flights across North America, Europe,
Southeast Asia, SAARC, and the Far East have
been removed, resulting in an overall 27%
reduction in international flight operations.

In Korth America, Air India's most eritical
international market, weekly flights will bs
reduced from 51to 33, which isa 39% decline.
Services on routes such as Delhi-Chicago,
Delhi-Mewark and Mumbai-New York are being
temporarily suspended, although the airline has
added four extra Mumbai-Newark flights, taking
that route to seven weekly services.

In Europe, schedule changes have been made
on routes to Pars, Copenhagen, Milan, Vienna,
Zurich, and Rome where altogether 34% of
flights have been withdrawn. But services to
London, Manchester, and Amsterdam remain
unaffected.

The impact of the war in West Asia has
extended well beyond westbound routes, with
services to Southeast Asia, SAARC, and the Far

_ East seeing the
The impact of the war  sharpest
in West Asia has reductions. About

extended well beyond 5% of flights to
westbound routes, with ~ Places including
services to Southeast Kathmandu,
Asia, SAARC, and the Bangkek,
Far East seeing the Shanghai,
sharpest reductions Singapore, Kuala
Lunipur, and Ho
Chi Minh City have been withdrawn. Services to
Singapore have also been cut considerably, with
2 weekly flights connecting Delhi, Mumbai, and
Chennai to the country being withdrawn.
Further east, Delhi-Melbourne and
DelhiSydney flights have reduced from seven to
four flights per week.
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What are the reasons for these cuts?
The reductions in flight capacity are a direct
fallout of the West Asia conflict, which has
foreed airlines operating betwean Agis and
Furope to avoid the conflict-hit airspace for
safety reasons. As a result, Air India has been
foreed to adopt longer flight paths, increasing
travel tirmes to North America by neatly five to
six hours. The revised routes now include
refuelling stops in Vienna and Copenhagen.
For Indian carriers, the disruption has been
compounded by Pakistan's ban on the wse of its
airspace by Indian airlines since Ope ration
Sindoor in April 2025. This puts them at a clear
disadvantage compared to European peers such
as Lufthansa.

Have other airlines been affected?
The shamp reduction in international flights is
not limited to Air India alone. IndiGo saw a 21%

reduction in is international flights in April,
while carriers such as Spiceet, Akasa Air, and
Alr India Express cuts of mere than

50%, albeit on a much smaller international
network base, However, Air India has borne the
biggest brunt of the disruption as it remains the
only Indian carrier operating flights to North
America and dominates Indian operations
acrnss several European destinations, where
IndiGo is stll a relacively new entrane.

By April, jet fuel prices had alreacy risen by
130% amid escalating tensions in the Gulf,
creating another major challenge for airlines,
where fuel accounts for nearly 40% of operating
costs. And while airlines have imposed fuel
surcharges and raised airfares to offset rising
costs, they are increasingly concerned about the
point at which higher ticke! prices could begin
to deter passengers [rom travelling,

The network rationalisation is therefore an
atternpt by the Air India Group to stem
mounting losses as operational pressures
intensify. Alr India posted a loss of 26,700 crore
in FY2025-26 amid multiple headwinds,
including the Pakistan airspace ban and
travellers avoiding the airline in the aftermath of
the erash in Ahmedabad on June 12 Last year.

What are the global trends?

The regional conflict has hit the Gulf carriers the
worst, with the International Air Transport
Association reporting a 81% decline in
international passenger traffic carried by them
in March, Beyond the Gulf, the Lufthansa Group
cancelled 20,000 short-haul fights operated by
its subsidiary, Lufthansa CityLine, until October
to save et fuel while also moving to consolidate
operations and improve the efficiency of its
long-haul connections.

Qantas has announced a 5% reduction in
domestic capacity and a 2% cut in international
flights in response to soaring jet fuel prices.
While it has added capacity on select Europe
routes, it has also scaled back elsewhere,
including withdrawing its Bengaluru-Sydney
servica,
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Bindu Shajan Perappadan

n May 12, the Na-
0 tinnal Testing
Agency (NTAD, act-

ing on inputs from central
and lw-enforcement agen-
cles about a possible paper
leak and examination ir-

Test Undergraduate
(NEET-LIG), 2026, can-
celled the entrance exam.
This isn't the first time
that the exam or the agen-
¢y conducting it has come
under serutiny over allega-
tions of malpractice. Ho-

wever, this is the birst Hme
the annual, all-India medi-
cal entrance examination,
conducted for admission
to over 10 medical courses,
has been cancelled. A re-
test has mow been sche-
duled for June 2.

Through this exam, stu-
dents compete for over 2.8
lakh seats for hachelor
courses in dental surgery,
veterinary science and ani-

sought-after course, with
around 1.29 lakh seats
available. Admission to top
governmment medical col-
leges typically requires a
score of 650-720 marks.
The NEET-UG question
paper consists of 180 com-
pulsory questions with +4
marks awarded for every
correct answer and -1
mark for every incorrect
answer. NEET-UG is con-

Test in turmoil

NEETUG

Followving a question-paper leak, this vear’s medical entrance exam, taken by over 22 lakh
students, has been cancelled and rescheduled

ducted in 13 languages and
15 an objective-type (multi-

ple-choice)  examination
where each question has
four answer options. The
EXAM containg MCOs from
Physics, Chemustry, Bota-
ny, and Zoology,

This yeear, NEET-UG was
held on May 3, with about
22,79 lakh candidates re-
gistering for the exam, of
whom around 22.05 lakh
appeared. The exam was
conducted at 5,432 centres
across 551 cities in India
and 14 cities abroad.

Following the paper
leak, conbrmed hy the
Central Government, it has
been alleged that about
120-140 guestions in the
leaked  question  paper
matched those in the ac-
tual NEET-UG 20285 exam.
NTA Director General Abh-
ishek Singh said the exam
“rannot be permitted o
stand™ and chat the deci-
stont fo cancel 1t was taken
to preserve the transparen-
oy, fairness, and credibility
of the process.

The idea of an all-India
common medical entrance
exam was first proposed by
the Medical Council of In-

dia (MCI) in 2000 A decade
later, the MCI was dis-
solved amid allegations of
corruption and lack of
transparency, and re-
placed by the Narional
Medical Commission.

Legal challenges

NEET, introduced to create
a standardised, single ad-
mmussion test for medical in-
strutions across India, was
first conducted in 2003
The exam immediately
severdl States and privace
colleges, prompting the
Supreme Court o fempo-
rarily cancel it.

In 2016, the Supreme
Court restored NEET, and
since then it has been the
mandatory entrance  for
admission w government,
prate, deemed, and cen-
tral medical institutions,
including the All India In-
stirure of Medical Sciences
{ATINIS).

Besides the legal battles,
NEET also faced allega-
tioms of language and sylla-
bus disparities, paper leaks
and grace-mark disputes in
024, The K. Radhakrish-
nan committee, set up af-

ter the 2024 allegations,
identificd weak links in the
system such as overdepen-
dence om outsourced staff
and private centres, weak
CCTY and surveillance sys-
tems, insecure tramsport
and storage of question
papers, and the risk of con-
ducting a massive pen-and-
paper exam for ower 20
lakh smudents on a single
day. It also recommended
biometric verification, en-
crvpted digital paper deliv-
ery and hybrid/online test-
ing models,
ing  the 2026
NEET-UG controversy, pro-
posed  changes for next
year's exam include a like-
Iy shift from the offline Op-
tical Mark Recognition
{OME) format w a Compu-
ter-Based Test (CETY mode.
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan an-
nounced on May 15 that the
government plans major
reforms o impmove secur-
1y ardd (ransparency.

The I Radhakrishnan
committee has also recom-
mended that the NTA, esta-
blished in 2017 by the Cen-
tral Covernment as an
AUTOMOMoUS festing organ-
isation under the Ministry
of Education, needs res-
tructuring, along with
tighter centre-level securi-
ty for the exams it con-
ducts. The NTA conchcts
several exams, inchiding
Joint Entance Examing-
tion {Main), Common LUn-
iversity Entrance Test,
LG - Mational Eligibility
Test, and several TecTuit-
ment and fellowship wests,
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