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Israel won't hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South
Pars gas field after Iran attacks on infrastructure

Stanly Johny

istancing himself

from an Israeli

strike on Iran’s
South Pars gas field, U.S.
President Donald Trump
on Thursday said Tel Aviv
would not targer the “ex-
tremely important and va-
luable™ site again and
warned Tehran against at-
tacking Qatar’'s energy
facilities.

His remarks came after
Iran launched missile at-
tacks at energy facilities in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and
Israel, following Israeli air
strikes that caused fire at
South Pars in Iran’s south-
ern Bushehr province, one
of the largest known gas
fields in the world.

“Israel, out of anger for
what has taken place in the
Middle East, has violently
lashed out at South Pars
Gas Field in Iran. A rela-
tively small section of the
whole has been hit. The

tack, and the country of
Qatar was in no way,
shape, or form, involved
with it, nor did it have any
idea that it was going to
happen.” Mr. Trump wrote
in a social media post.

“Unfortunately, Iran did
not know this, or any of the
pertinent facts pertaining
to the South Pars artack,
and unjustifiably and un-
fairly attacked a portion of
Qatar’s LNG Gas facility,”
he added. “No mere at-
tacks will be made by Israel
pertaining to this extreme-
ly important and valuable
South Pars Field unless
Iran unwisely decides toat-
tack a very innocent, in
this case, Qatar - In which
instance the United States
will massively blow up the
entirety of the South Pars
Gas Field.”

American media quoted
Israeli officials as saying
that the U.S. was informed
in advance about the South

Tehran says it is ready to exercise restraint but
warns of escalation if facilities are attacked again

Qatar’s state-run energy firm said Ras Laffan Industrial City, one of the most critical energy hubs in the

world which handles roughly 20% of the global LNG exports, came under attack. FILE PHOTD

Pars strike. South Pars is
part of an offshore gas re-
servoir in the Persian Gulf
shared by Qatar and Iran.
The Qatari side calls it the
North Field.

Tran on Wednesday
evening said it targeted
energy facilities in Qatar,
the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
Israel after several phases

at South Pars came under
attack.

Qatar’s state-run energy
firm Qatar Energy said on
‘Wednesday its Ras Laffan
Industrial City, one of the
muost critical energy hubs

several of the company’s
LNG facilities were hit by
Iranian missiles, causing
“extensive damage”.

The UAE suspended op-
erations at Abu Dhabi's
Habshan gas facility after
authorities said debris of
intercepted missiles fell on
the site. The Bab oil field in
the Emirate and a refinery

near the Saudi capital Ri-
yadh were also targeted by
Iranian projectiles. Saudi
Arabia’s Defence Ministry
said a drone crashed into
the Samref refinery in the
Red Sea port of Yanbu. In
Kuwait, attacks
sparked fire Mina Abdullah
and Mina AlAhmadi
refineries.

Tsraeli media reported
on Thursday that an oil re-
finery in the northern port
city of Haifa was hit. Imag-
es of a thick plume of dark
smoke rising from the area
of the refinery also
emerged on the social
media.

Oil prices surged on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark Brent crude topping
$115.

The Iranian attacks
“constitute a dangerous es-
calation and a violation of
international  law”, the
UAE’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement. “The UAE
reserves its full right to take
all necessary measures to

The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar’s Ras Laffan,
and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refinery were hit

protect its sovereignty and
national security, and to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests.” The Foreign Ministry
of Qatar declared “the mili-
tary attaché and the secur-
ity attaché at the [Iranian]
embassy [in Dohal], inaddi-
tion to the staff of the two
attaché offices ‘persona
non grata’,” and asked
them to leave the country
within 24 hours.

Later in the day, Iran’s

but threatened to escalate
if its energy facilities were
ﬂmcl&d Wﬂ' 1.

“Our response to Israel’s
attack on our infrastruc-
ture employed fraction of
our power. The only rea-
son for restraint was res-
pect for requested de-esca-
lation,” he wrote in a social
media post. “Zero restraint
if our infrastructures are
struck again. Any end to
this war must address dam-
age to our civilian sites.”
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Stock markets crash
over 3% as oil price
spikes to S114 a barrel

Market meltdown

RSE Scmr:gii:rrda-“

3.26% drop. A lsok st commaodity-wise

p-erfnrr'nann:

Sector

.'.- [ ]
']
";’—! I
% change

i

el -}
Auto ET
Realty AT
Finance <L E
Industrials |-
1T «141%
Capitsl s
__Telacam

slnce Jine 2024 when mai-
kets crashed over 5% in a

BEERION,
Thils Is also the fifth in-
stance since 2021, when

i
A

S

and

:

E

All the 21 sectoral indic-
es were down with Nifty
Auto down more than 4%,

risk of infla
thon due to the war in West

fisthiouieg 2A0M

_?
|

e

prices soaring to $114 2 bar-
rel. US. Central Bank - the
Federal Reserve - held in-
terest rates steady ranging
between 3.5% and 3.75%,
signalling higher inflation
could stymie further rare
cuts in 203G, But a rate
hike by the LS. Fed would
make American markets

and expect volatility to per-
sist” sakl Siddhartha
Khemka, Head of Re
search, Wealth Manage-
ment, Motilal Oswal Finan-
cial Services Lud




GS 2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

SanskritillAS

GS 3: INDIAN ECONOMY
THE HINDU PAGE : 13

West Asia crisis rattles ‘fragm

global aluminium supply chain

The Middle East accounts for arund 9% of global aluminium production; the immediate price shock from the Gulf crisis drove LME three-month

ented’

aluminium to a fourayear high of $154550 per metrie ton last week: now, the secondary shock is travelling down the physical supply chain

ANALYSIS

he U8 Israeli war
on lran is now in s
third week and its
impact on Gulf aluminium
production and exports is
accelerating  disruption
across an already frag.
mented physical supply
chain. Two Gulf smelters
are curtailing capacity, and
the continued closure of
the strait of Hormuz threa-
TS MOre DUIPUE Clrs.
The Middle East ac-
counts for around 9% of
global aluminium produc-
tion, a metal essental to
constructlon,  ransport
and renewable energy.
Remove China out of the
equation and that ratic ris-
es to over 20%. Take out
Russia too — the reality for
LL5. and European manu-
facturers under sanctions
over its Ukraine invasion-
and it rises higher still.

pounded by low invento-
ries on the London Metal

(LME), which
are about to shrink a lot
mare as raders scramble
for units.

Physical shock

The immediate price shock
from the Gulf crisis drove
LME three-month alumini-
w3 fourvear high of
$3,545.50 per metric ton
last week.

Now, the secondary

Pricey metal: The premium for duty-paid aluminium in Eurepe has surged to 5450 per tonne over the
Loncen Metal Exchange cash price. REUTERS

shock Is mravelling down
the physical supply chain.
Japanese buyers initially
baulked when global pro-
ducers offered a premium
ofup to $250 over the LME
price for second-guarter
deliveries, a 28% increase
on first-guarter terms.
They are now snapping

The premium for duty-
paid aluminium in Europe
has surged to $450 per ton
over the LME cash price,
its highest level since late
2022, And there's more
pain for U.S. buyers, alrea-
dy reeling from the impact
off 50% import dutes im-
posed last year. The Mid-
West premium is now trad-
mg on the CME at 52,400

o

The problem for buvers
of Gulf aluminium s that
there aren't a lot of
alternative sources of
metal to plug the
widening supply gap

per ton over the LME.
While LME traders are try-
ing to price the risk posed
by the Gulf crisis to the glo-
bal aluminiwm market, ma-
nufacturers have no choice
but to pay inflated premi-
ums just to guarantee they
have metal.

Aluminium Bahrain and
CQatalum, the Qatarl smel-
ter joint venture between
Norsk Hydro and Qatar
Aluminum Manufacturing

are powering down some
ST0,000 tons of annual
production capacity bet-
ween them.

Export shipments have
ground to a halt due o the
risks to shipping of passing
through  the Strait  of
Hormuz.
mium, which is still operat-
ing at full capacity, ks look:
ing to re-toute shipments
via the port of Schar in
Oman, which may offer
some limited mitigation.

But with no signs of de-
escalation, the threat to
supply is growing with
each passing day because
just as product cant get
omt, raw materials can’t get
in. Only Saudi Arabla
Ma'aden smelter is fully in-
ite mine and alumina refin-

ery. How long raw
materials stocks at the
Gulf's pther operators last
is becoming an increasing:
ly moot point.

The problem for buyers
of Gulf aluminium is that
there aren't a lot of alterna-
tive sources of metal to
plug the widening supply
gap. China is the world's
largest producer, but the
country’s giant aluminium
secior Is geared towards
exporting  semi-manufac-
tured products — bars,
rods and tubes — rather
than primary metal.

Irs more  eompetiior
than saviour for Western
manufacturers locking to
SOUrce primary metal,

Moreover, China’s smel-
ter system has lile spare
capacity, running close to
Besijing's mandated annual
capacity cap of just over 45
miiliﬁ tons. Hussian sup

already pivoted to
E;-E'iih the l\al"; of U8 and
European  sanctions  fol-
lowing the invasion of Uk-

Indeed, Russia has be-
come 3 major supplier of
primary aluminium to Chi-
na as Chinese production
growth grinds to a halt.

Given these structural
supply constraints, it's logi-
cal that traders have
turned to the market of Jast
resort to replace what is

stuck the wrong
side of the Strait of Hor-
muz. Just over 150,000
toms of LME-warranted me-
tal has been cancelled in
preparation for physical

load-out since the start of
this month. The action has
Largely played out in Malay-
sia’s Port Klangwhich is
significant since this is the
primary LME storage point
for Indian-brand alumini-
um. Swocks of Russian me-
tal at the South Korean
port of Gwangyang have
been  left largely un-
touched, meaning that a
significant part of what re-
malns in the LME storage
system is now metal that
many Western buyers can't
or won't take, Nor is there
much metal left in LME off-
warrant storage.  These
shadow stocks have been
steadily draining away over
thelast vear and at 108,000
tons are down by 52,000
1ons sinee thestart of 20026,

The squeeze is visible in
time spreads. The bench-
mark cash-to-three-
months spread =CMALO-3=
has inverted from contan-
go  to backwardation,
where spot supplies com-
mand a premium over fu-
ture deliveries, a classic sig-
nal of acute near-term
shortage. But the current
cash premium of $18 per
ton is modest relative to
ums, which provides little
incentive for fresh deliver-
s from  an !
strained supply chain

While the rise in oil and
gas pricing has understan-
dably grabbed the hea-
dlines since the start of the
war in Iran, the risks to the
aluminium market are
equally acute.
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Irag’s Kurdistan is becoming the new frontline in a widening Iran war

NEWS ANALYSIS

Anisha Dutta

On March 10 night, the
skies above Erbil — the cap-
ital of Traq’s autonomous
Kurdistan flashed

Region —
with the streaks of air de-
fence s, Accord-
ing to Erbil's governor, at
least 17 drones targered the
city in a single night, trig-

being drawn into a widen-
confrontation.
Debris crashed into a ci-
vilian home near the U.S.
consulate and landed close
to a major public venue.
Northern Iraq’s autono-
mous Kurdish region.
which hosts several Iranian
Kurdish opposition
groups, has seen a slew of
such attacks since the war
inwhat officials describe as
a rapldly escalating cam-
‘paign in the region.
The strikes hitting the

region now come from
multiple  directions: Ira-
nian missile attacks target-
ing Kurdish opposition
groups based in northern
Iraq, drone strikes by Iran-
aligned militias rargeting
U.S. bases, and retaliatory
operations linked to the wi-
dening confrontation bet-
ween ‘Tehran and
‘Washington,
Muted response
Kurdish lawmakers in
Baghdad warn that the fed-
eral government’s muted
response risks further des-
lian areas have alsc been
affected: among those
wounded in recent strikes
were a delivery driver in
Erbil, a nurse in a camp
near Koya. and a child in
the Qalawa neighbour-
hood of Sulaimaniyah.
Since February 28,
when the U.S. and Israel in-
tensified their attack on
Iran, the Kurdistan Region
has endured 307 strikes by
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) and af-
filiated groups, killing eight

people and injuring 51, ac-
cording to  Community
Peacemaker  Team-Iragi
Kurdistan.

“In addition to the loss
of life, the attacks carried
out by the IRGC, and its af-
filiated groups have caused
damage to civilian homes,
oil fields, telecommunica-
tions infrastructure, ho-
tels, public spaces, and go-
vernment  and  civil
institutions,” said Kamaran
Osman, a member of the
CPT Iragi Kurdistan team.

Among the dead were a
security emplovee at Erbil
International Airport, four
Kurdish fighters linked to
Iranian opposition groups,
and a French soldier killed
in a drone strike on a joint
military base southwest of
Lrbil. The confrontation
between Iran, the U.S. and
Israel are increasingly spill-
ing across borders and
threatening to pull Iraq
back into a conflict it has
struggled for years to es-
cape. Northern Iraq has
kmg served as a sanctuary

for Iranian Kurdish dissi-
dents. Several organisa-

The shadow of 3 Kurdish fighter falls on the shrapnel scared wall of
a damaged building, after an Iranian drone attack, in Erbil. AFP

tons, including the Demo-
cratic Party of Iranian
Kurdistan (PDKI), the Kur-
distan Free Life Tarty
(PJAK), Komala Party of
Iranian Kurdistan, Komala
Party of the Toilers of Kur-
distan, PAK and Khabat,
maintain armed camps,
political offices and refu-
gee camps in the region.
On February 22, six of
these groups announced
the formation of the Al-
liance of Political Forces of
Iranian Kurdistan, an um-
brella coalition opposing
the Iranian government.

against

nian forces inside Im.n'!
Kurdish regions. In recent
weeks, speculation sur-
faced in Washington that
such fighters could poten-
tally play a role in a broad-
er pressure campaign
against Tehran.

U.S. President Donald
Trump, at one point, sug-
gested it would be “won-
derful” if Iranian Kurdish
forces based in Irag
crossed into Iran to attack

Tranian forces, a remark
that alarmed Kurdish lead-
ers and risked provoking
Tehran. Mr. Trump later
appeared to walk back the
suggestion, saying the U.S.
did not want to complicate
the war further. The Ira-
nian Kurdish groups them-
selves have denied any
coordinated role in the
conflict so far.
The escalation is pulling
US. forcesin Iraq back into
t their
old

¢ Iran-|
Shia militias that bartled
U.5. forces during the years
following the 2003 US. in-
vasion that toppled Sad-
dam Hussein. Militias al-
lied with Tehran have
launched dozens of drone
and rocket attacks on
American targets, includ-
ing facilities near Erbil In-
ternational Airport, a base
used by US. forees at Harir,

For years,
sought to wind down its
military involvement in the
country, but the latest at-
tack could change things

on the ground [ Tran holds
deep ence in the coun-
wry through Shia political
parties and armed factions
collectively known as the
Popular Mobilisation Fore-
es (PMF), while the United
States still holds significant
leverage rhrough security

For decades Iraq has
served as a geopolitical
crossroads where regional
and international actors
compete for influence.

feen Dizayee, head of lhe
Kurdistan Regional Go-
vernment’s Department of
Foreign Relations, con-
demned what he de
seribed as militia drone
strikes targeting civilian
and diplomatic sites in the
region. “We strongly con-
demn the militia drone at-
tacks on the Kurdistan Re-
gion's infrastructure and
civilian sites, including the

recent targeting of the UAE
Consulate General in Erbil
and the U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad,” Mr. Dizayee said
in a statement on Sunday,
urging the federal govern-
ment and security forees to
disarm  the  “lawless
groups”.

Mr. Barzani also held a
telephone  conversation
with Tom Barrack, the US.
Ambassador to Turkive
and Special Envoy for Sy-
ria, during which both
sides condemned the re-
cent artacks on the Kurdis-
tan Region and the US.
Embassy in Baghdad.

So far, the conflict has
seen more than 7,000
strikes carried out on Ira-
nian targets by the U.S. and
Israel, according to US
Central Command (CENT-
COM), while Iran has res-
ponded by launching over
2,000 drones and 600 mis-
siles. It has also begun to
disrupt shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, a vi-
tal chokepoint for global
oil trade.

Antisha Dutta is a journalist
based in New York
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As Iran war intensifies, Trump faces a
tough choice on deployment of troops

Complicated project of securing uranium which Tehran could wse t build nuclear weapons cannot be done without a sizeable deplovment of US.

roops, say experts; they are also concerned that if Iran hard-liners emerge from the fighting, they will be more motivated t build such weapons

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

the war with Iran, one that
could define his time in of-
fiee: Will he put U.S. troops
on the ground in [ran to se-
cure some 970 pounds of
enriched wranium  that
Tehran could paotentially
use 0 build  nuclear
WeLPUNS?

Mr. Trump has offered
shifting reasons for launch-
ing the war, but he has
been consistent in articu-
lating that a primary objec-
tive in joining Israe! in the

itary action is i
At o o mever hve s
nuclear weapon.”

The President has been
more circumspect abwout
how far he's willing to go to
follow  through on  his
pledge o destroy [ran’s
WEAPUIS  Program  once
and for all, including seiz-
ing or destroying the near-
homb-grade nuclear mare-
rial that Tran possesses.

Much of it is believed to
be buried under the rubble
of a mountain facility pum-
melled in 1.5, bombings
Mr. Trump ordered last
June that he had claimed
“gbliterated” Tehran's nu-
elear program.

IU's a risky, complicated
project that many nuclear
experts say cannotbe done
without a sizeable deploy-
ment of U.S. troops into
Iran, a dangerous and pol-
itically fraught operation

Big decisian: The U5 and lsraeli forces haue been making strides towards creating conditions that
wiould allow for forces to conduct such a ground cperation If the Fresident decdes 1o go 1hat route. AR

for the Republican Presi-
dant, wha has vawed not
o entangle the 115, in the
sort of extended and bloo-
dy West Asia conflicts that
still loom large on Ameri-
ra's psvche.

Deter future action
At the same fime, lawmak-
ers and experts remain
concerned that |f Iran
hard-liners emerge [rom
the fighting, they will be
more motivated than ever
to build nuclear
as they look o deter the
L.5. and Israel from future
military action, a dynamic
that makes taking control
of Iran's enriched uraninm
even more critical. That
stockpile could allow Iran
to build as many as 10 nu-
clear bombz, should it de-
cide o weaponise its
Program.

some lawmakers, like

Senator Richard Blumen:
thal, D-Conn., say they re.
main deeply fearful that
the President has put the
nation on a path that will
require putting troeps in-
side Iran for what he called
M. Trump's confused and
chaotic objectives.

“Some of the objectives
that he continues to es
pouse simply cannot be
achieved without a physi-
cal presence there — secur-
ing the uranium eannot be
done without a physical
presence,” sald Mr. Bl
menthal, a member of the
Senate Armed Services
Committee.

Meanwhile, Republican
allies of Mr. Trump stress
that there are plans in
place to deal with the en-
riched uranium. Senate Fo.
reign Kelations Committee
chairman James Risch, R
Idaho, on Wednesday cited

“a number of plans that
have been put on the ra-
ble”  He declined 1o
elaborate.

others  acknowledged
the complications of de-
ploving troops mito Iran.

“No one has glven me a
briefing on how you would
do it without boots en the
ground,” said Senator Rick
Scort, R-Fla., a member of
the Senate Armed Services
Committee,

He added it was not ten-
able to allow the stockpile
1o remaln: 1 thivik it would
be helpful o get rid of it

Nearly three weeks into
a conflict that has left hun-
dreds of peaple dead, rest-
ed long-time alliances and
brought pain to the global
economy, Mr. Trump and
his top advisers have bean
rigidly obmse about their
deliberations over Iran’s

“I'm not going to talk
about that,” Mr. Trump
said last week when asked
about the enriched urani-
um. “But we have hit them
harder than wirtnally any
country  in hisory  has
been hit, and we're not fin-
ished yet.”

Later that day, during an
appearance in Kentucky,
Mr. Trump appeared 10
claim the strikes had alrea-
dy neutralized the threat.
“They don't have miclear
potential,” he said.

“We have options’

Meanwhile, Defense Secra-
tary Pete Hegseth told
presspersons earlier that
the administration sees no

point in  telegraphing
*what we're willing to do
or how far were willing 1o
go” while asserting “we
have eptions, for sure.”

Richard Goldberg, who
served as  direcior  for
countering Iranfan wea-
pons of mass destruction
for the National Security
Council  during  Mr.
Trump's first term, sakd
that selzing or destroying
the enriched wranium is
certainly deable, if the I're-
sident decides to go that
route.

The U.S. and Israeli forc-
es have been making
strides toward ereating the
eonditions — namely, esta-
blishing woral air superiori-
ty — that would allow for
special operations forces
aperators, who are trained
in blowing up centrifuges
and dealing with nuelear
material, to conduct such

an operation if Mr. Trump
decides o go that roure.
To be certain, a woops-

strike insertion operations,
Mr. Goldberg said. And the
likely need to remove rub-
ble to get 1o the canistersof
enriched  uranium  adds
another layver of complexi-
ty, because it would re-
quire heawy consrriction
equipment.

“But if you actually own
the airspace and you can
hawe close air support and
drones and everything else
up im the sky for premwy
wide perimeter, presuma-
bly you could do alot," said
Mr. Galdberg.

HBrandan Buck, a senior
foreign policy fellow at the
Cato Institute, said that an
effort to extract or dilute
the enriched material
would likely take more
than 1,000 troops at each
Tranian site and would take
time ta com) |

On the other hand, not
acting 1w secure the en-
riched uranium also comes
with rigk. Should Iran’s
hard-liners remain in pow-
er, and with enriched ma-
terial, they will now have
greater motivation to buid
a nuclear weapon.

“Trump has put himself
berween a rock and a bard
place,” Mr. Buck said.
“Throughout this, he has
had maximalist aims, but
he's wanted to maintain
minimal effort in order w
keep the cosis low”
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= WAR IN WEST ASIA

Ras Laffanattack decpens
India’s worrics over LNG

SUKALP SHARMA & ANIL SASI

HOURS AFTER Israel hit Sourh Pars, the
world's largest natural gas field located in
the Persian Culf and shared berween Iran
and Qatar, Iranian missiles Thursday
struck the world's biggest loguefied natoral
gas {LNG) tacility in Qatar’s Ras Latfan In-
dustrial Ciy.
Whilethis isnot the first e
frastricture has been targeted in the'
Asia war by either sicle, the seale of the re-
cent attacks marks a major escalation and
increnses the visk ofa prolonged supply dis-
Consecjuently, the price of inter:
e, e
ull'ewj'-lt alittle over $100 per barrel this
week, briefly breached the $119 level on
Thmwﬂxyhe@ra dropping ro around $112
By EVERIngE The price 1 now around 50%
higher than pre-war levels, Natural gas
pricesalso shot up significantly.

AftertheSouth Parsattack, Iranwarned
that itwould tarpet factlities i the region.
Sureenough, itstruck Saudi Arabia's Samral
tefinery in e Red Sea poit ity of Yanbu
and energyinfrastrocture in Kuwait, besides
QatarsRasLaffan.

Whiletheextentof damage to Ras Laffan
isnotyet knowr, the miheshamsimmcnm
escalatory implications. Ome, it is now
unelear how much time it will ake for gas
mtputﬁ‘mﬂ:es&hd]ﬂesmmmmmr-
rizl, ever ifthewer stops. Two, the concetns
hiave moves upstream fromthe transitparh-
way to the production and supply side,

Motably, US President Denald Tramp
sald that Washington did not haveadvance
knowledgeafthe [sraeli attackonthe South
Pars gae field, and Qutar was not involved
either. Trump even declared that Israel will
no longer attack South Pars unless Iran ar-
tacks "avery innocent” Qatar, Bug he also
warned Iran that if it awacked Qatar's LNG
Facilities, the US would “blow up the entl-
rety” of the South Pars gas field.

Why Ras Laffan strike maiters
“The Ras Latfan hit i of particular sig-

nifieance, fizwys but
alsoforIndia. QatarEnergy s primary LNG

« ENERGY FACILITIESIN
THECROSSHAIRS b
Some of the energy facilities Irany AT slﬁ@m
in the region that hava come
under attack during the war Kharg iskand Afghanistan

I {orty military
" targets atruck) Asaluyeh gas
LY —— treatment plants
Vil
5 = o 2 SouthPars napural
 Mina Al-Ahmadirafinery | Kuwait) . gasField
Mina Abdullah refi [
Egyot nery (FKuwat) ! e A
RasTanurarefinary ® s Hormuz
AT Canaref (Saudi Arahis) -
refinary [Saud fratia) ®  RasLafian LNGfaciliy % Fujairahoil storage
{Distar) e | facility (UAE)
MNorth Fiekl L ~ Shahgas field
{Abu Bhabl
@ Aftack By lran RED Shahnatural gas fisid -
® Aitack By UsA and lsrael SEA (LAE) e
Baks ail fiekd (LAE)

prodisctionunits, Bauelaction plants, and
export infrastructure are all concentrated
inRasLaffan, accounting for rotighlyafifth

of plobal LNG supply.
Qatarhad alreacly suspencied ENG pro-
duction at the facility following an attack
—evidently smallerinscalethan the recent
strikes — earlier this month. s had 4
expected ING lowsfromRasLaantobe ~ LNCIBY
reinstated swiftly oncethe war ended. Sull. dependence
with extensive damage from the latest &
strikes now being reported. it remains Q12T is Indlia’s
unclear how long it will tnke for LNG  largestsource of
supplies o normalise. LANG. India
Ammm@fﬂ!ﬁm depends on LNG
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mnen that the fa-.lllwmﬁ evacuared after

[rans retaliation threar. demand
“In additicn to the previous attack on »

Ras Laffan Industrial City on Wednesday

1% March 2026 that resulted in extensive  Morc thantwo

fifthsofthe
country’s LNG

damage to the Pearl GTL (Gas-to-Liquids)
Facility, QaarEnergy confirms that In the

early brours of Thursday 19March X126, sev- comes from

eral of its Liquetied Natural Gas (LNG) & gayar— almost
cilitles were the subject of missils anacks ail ofit from Eas
causing sizeable fires and extensive further Laffan ;

damage. EMengency response Leams wene
deployver immediately 1o contain the re-

sulting damage with no reported casu-
altbes,” QatarEnergy said on Thursday.

India’s LNG dependency

Gatar is India’s largest source of LNG.
Tindia depends on LNG inpoets (o meet
roughly half of its natural gas demand.
Mare than two-fifths of the ¢ LNG
comes from Qatar — almost all of it froin
Ras Laifan,

Acconding toCommerce Minisuy data,
India inpored 27 million e nesof LNG in
2024-25, of which 11.2 milHon tonnes, or
A1.4%, came [rom Qatar. JatarEneny has
an LNG production capacity of 77 million
totunes per annuim, which is under expan-
sion. In 2025, QatarEnergy expoited
around &1 milllion tonnesof LNG.

With LNG from Qatat andother sources
in West Asia unable to reach India due 1o
the effectiveclosure of the Strait ofHommuz
and a preduction suspension by QatarE-
nergy, India had already cut natural gas
supplies togerain industries.

Fevond LNG, [ndia, [lke many other
couniries that rely on West Asia for a large
share of theirenergy imports, would be ex-
tremely worried about the prospect of an
escalation inattacks an critical energy in-
Erastiuctire.

So far, the disruption from the con et

The Ras Laffan hit is of particular
significance, not just for global LNG
flows but also for India, which is
grappling with an LPG supply crisis

hats lasgely been a supply chain problem,
stemiming from the effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, a8 numerous tankers
carrying energy supplies are stuck in the
Persian Gulf, with only a few managingta
trickle ouL

But if major oil production and export
infrastructure get badly hit in the nest
phase of this confiiet, twill become a real
SUpply cTisE.

Overall, India depends on impoets to
meataver BE%of tscrudeod requirement,
B0% olits LPG needs, snd around 50% of
its natural gas redquirenent

For o large shate of these snergy im
ports, India depends on West Asia, from
which they primarily come o India
theoughthe Strait of Hormie. ARGRd25S
27 enililion bpd of India’s cride imparts —
accounting for about half of the country'’s
total oilimports — have trarsited the Strait
inrecent months; thelonger term average
Isabhout 0%, This oil is malnly from Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait. India
doesn't buy Iranian oil due to American
sanctions on Tehran.

India’s dependenee on the Strait for
LMG and liquetied petroleum gas (LPG)
supplies isgreater than for cnade. Roughly
BO0H of India’s LNG impartscome through
theStrait of Hommuz, the figirels a stagger-
ing 90% for LPG, as evidenced by the LPG
supply cisis the countey is already grap-
plinzwith.

Trump’s staterment
Following the attacks. TrImp SR d
seemingly passive-sgprecsive social medin

post that the U8 “knew nothing ™ about the
[sreell antaek, Qatar was oot invelved indr,
and Iran “did not know this™ and aracked
apart of Qatar's LNG facility.

Atleast part of the post appeared de-es-
calarory on argeting of eritical energy in-
Frastructure in West Asia. But the extent of
Trump's control over Israel’s actions, this
conflict, and how it proceads hereon is ary-
body's puess,

“Tthink the US has pow lost the initlat-
e — both offensively as well as toward
peace; they'll tag slong with Israel and ry
and find an exit ence they've hammered
[ran some more. The Israelis will keep
poing, Iran, unfortunacely, s6ems to be
heading toward scanething like the worst-
case scenario., (It 1) difficult to see nor-
maley in the sense of what we had before
2B February,” an energy sectoranalyst said.
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