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BOMBS WILL GO OFF IF NO AGREEMENT: U.S. PRESIDENT

Vancetrip to Pakon
hold, Iran says no
talks under threat

His deadline
ending today,
Trump pushes
forquickdeal

Jonathan Swan, Elian
Peltier, Tyler Pager
&Farnaz Fassihi
Washington, Islamabad,
April21

US VICE President J D Vances
irip to Pakistan for a second
round of negptiations with [ran
hag been put on hold after
Tehran failed ro respond o
American positions, 2 US offi-
cial with direct knowledge of
thesituation said Tuesday.

[ran, for its part, said it had
not vet decided whether to re-
sume talks with the US.

Withthe two-weelitruce set
toexpire Wednesday in Iran, it
was unclear what steps, if any,
Iran ot the U3 would take next.
Talks could resume at a mo-
ment'snatice though Pragident
Donald Trump has suggested
that he did not want toextend
thetrmee without alonger-terim
agreement.

[ran's Forelgn Ministry
spokesman, Esmail Baghaei,
said Iran had not decided

sCOMTINUED ON PAGE 2

Billboards near the Serena Hotelin Islamahad where the second
round of talks between the US and Iran were to take place. ar

Diplomaticroad long,
arduous but why ‘grand
bargain’ remains goal

CRaja Mohan Islamic Revolution, the veryar-
New Delhi, April 21 ticulation of stuch an ambition
marks asignificant shift.
ASWASHINGTON and Tehran Yet the fragility of the mo-
inchtowardsasecondroundof ment iz evident. Confusion
negotiations, the idea of over the npening and
a “grand bargain” s very closing of the Strait of
much at the centre of Hormuz; arguments
the complexdiplomatic over tival blockades; US
dynamic between the L Dresident Donald
Iwo sides. For two ad- Trump's optimism
versaries locked inin- Tuesday about a "great
tense and seemingly irrever-  deal" and his threats to attack
gible hostility since the 1979 »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Vance trip to Pak for Iran talks put on hold

whether to even go to Pakistan.
He blamed it on “contradictory
messages, inconsistent behav-
iour and unacceptable actions
by the American side,” accord-
ing to the nation’s state broad-
caster, IRIB.

Butinprivate, two senior Ira-
nian officials had said Monday
that an Iranian delegation was
making plans to travel to Pakis-
tan and toresumetalks.
The Iranian officials said that
parliament speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf would at-
tend negotiations with the US if
Vance were there.

Speaking to CNBC Tuesday,
Trump expressed optimism

about potential talks but said
that the US military stood ready
to bomb again if no deal was
struck with the Iranian govern-
ment. “Wedon'thavethat much
time,” he said.

(Associated Press adds:
Trump warned that “lots of
bombs” will “start going off™ if
there’s no agreement before the
ceasefire deadline, and Iran’s
chiefnegotiatorsaid Tehran has
“new cards on the battlefield”
that haven’t yet been revealed.
Ghalibafaccused the US of want-
ingIrantosurrender. “We donot
accept negotiations under the
shadow of threats,” he wrote in
an X post.

Pakistan said Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar met with the act-
ingUSambassador inIslamabad
tourge aceasefire extension. Dar
also met with the ambassador
from China, a key trading
partner with Iran.

On Tuesday, the US said its
forcesboarded an oil tanker pre-
viously sanctioned for smug-
gling Iranian crude oil in Asia.
The Pentagon said in a social
media post that US forces
boarded the M/T Tifani “with-
out incident.” The US military
did not say where the vessel had
been boarded, though ship-
tracking data showed the Tifani
inthe Indian Ocean between Sri

Lanka and Indonesia Tuesday.
The Pentagon statement added
that “international waters are
not a refuge for sanctioned
vessels.”)

Even if the sides return to
the negotiating table, many
sticking points remain - on
Iran’s nuclear programme, for
instance, and on the Strait of
Hormuz, astrategic conduit for
oiland gas. The threat of Iranian
attacks has throttled shipping
traffic through the strait,
prompting an American block-
ade of Iranian ports that the US
Navy says has forced 28 shipsto
turn around.

-THENEW YORK TIMES
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D_h.)lomatic road long

Iran’s infrastructure if Tehran
doesn’t agree; and the questions
very late into this evening over
Iranian participation underline
the deep mistrust that continues
toshadow the talks. If even pre-
liminary coordination remains
so contested, the path toa com-
prehensivesettlement willbear-
duous.

The Trump administration,
however, appearscommitted to
thinking big, Vice President J D
Vance, expected to leave fora
second round of talks in Pakis-
tansoon, has framed thenegoti-
ations not as incremental diplo-
macy but as the quest for a
“grand bargain”--an efforttose-
cureadecisive, system-shaping
agreement. The objective is ex-
pansive: acomprehensive settle-
ment that tradeslimitson Iran’s
nuclear programme and re-
gional posture for full economic
normalisationand reintegration
into the global system.

This ambition departs
sharply from the logic ofthe 2015
nucleardeal, whichwasdeliber-
ately narrow and technocratic.
That agreement sought to cap
Iran’s nuclear capabilities but

did not address the broader
sources of geopolitical conflict
between Washington and
Tehran, or the interests of US
allies neighbouring Iran. The
emerging framework now aims
atbroadening the settlement.

In its essence, the proposed
bargain issweeping. Iran would
accept stringent and verifiable
constraints on its nuclear pro-
gramme, potentially including a
rollback of enrichment levels,
tighter inspection regimes, and
limitson stockpiles of highlyen-
riched uranium. More conse-
quentially, Tehran would be ex-
pected torecalibrateitsregional
strategy—reducing support for
non-state armed groups and
scalingbackitsinfluence across
theatres such as Gaza, Iraq, Le-
banon, Syria, and Yemen.

In return, the United States
would move towards dismant-
lingitslong-standingand mass-
ive sanctions architecture
againstIran. This would involve
lifting both primaryand second-
ary sanctions, unfreezing Ira-
nian financial assets, and facili-
tating Tehran's return to global
energy markets and financial

networks. The end goal is not
merely arms control, but a
broader economic and political
normalisation.

Recent reports suggest that
both sides are exploring steps
thatwillalloweach toclaimearly
gains while preserving leverage
for subsequent stages. This, of
course, is easier said than done.
Powerful veto-wielders in both
capitals can nix many elements
of'the proposed grand bargain.

Internal divisions in both
Washington and Tehran help
generate mixed signals, weaken
negotiating credibility, and
undermine the entire process.
Any movement towardsagrand
bargain is likely to be in clearly
defined stages.

The most plausible pathway
begins with a political under-
standing—a broad memoran-
dum outlining principles of de-
escalation, mutual recognition,
and the desired end-state. This
would then be followed by de-
tailed technical negotiations on
nuclear verification, sanctions
relief, and regional security, with
carefully calibrated sequencing,

Evenhere, the challengesare
formidable. Verification of nu-
clear commitments, though
complex, falls within the com-
petence of established interna-

tional mechanisms. Far more
difficult is the question of re-
gional behaviour. Measuring
and enforcing limits on in-
fluence exercised through non-
state actors presents a concep-
tual and operational challenge
that diplomacy has rarely re-
solved successfiilly.

Sequencing remains another
majorobstacle. Iran willdemand
credible and front-loaded sanc-
tions relieftojustify concessions;
the United States will insist on
demonstrable compliance be-
fore relinquishing economic
leverage. Bridging this gap will
requite afinelybalanced process
of reciprocal steps, with built-in
safeguards against backsliding,

Despite all the challenges,
thelogic of a grand bargain per-
sists. After decades of coercion,
confrontation, and failed incre-
mentalism, both sides are con-
fronting the limits of their cur-
rent strategies. Although the
obstacles are substantial, and
the risks of failure high, the fact
that Washington and Tehran
may sit down for another round
of talks is a cause for modest op-
timism.

(C. RajaMohan s a contributing
editor on international affairs for
The Indian Express)
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A year on from Pahalgam,
tracking the security shift

Deepriman Trwary &
Amrrra Navak Durra

AYEAR agp, the tranquility of the Balsaran
rmhm!n:amu&w Falwlgam
1own mﬂmod.by gnnﬂ.ré.
‘Three terrorists emerged from the tree ling

i & Kashir, the Apeil 22 ragedy was
asystemicshock. Never before had tourises
been targated stsuch ascale. It forced A re-
think of bothzsrumptione and deployment.

Twrelve monthe on, as tourist footfallbe-
ginsto recover, the shift in the Valley'sse-
ciirity posture visible. Theemphasis has
moved fromreactive containment inurban
centres to a more dispersed, intelligence-
ledgrid — one that seckstodominate high-
altitucle termain, integrate local netwarks
and rely more heavily on surveillance and
precislon operatlons. Yet. even as the grid
has adapted, gaps exposed by Pahalgam
continue to shipe theconversation within
the security establishment,

Recognising the gaps

“These locations, while breathraking.
were strategically precarious; theysat onor
neat historical infiltration corridors where
militant presence, though intermittent,
never fullycisappeared,” saida seeurity es-
tablzhment officer.

Thewarking sssumption within these-
curity grid had been that militant groups
wonild contimuee with familiar patterns —

attacksintowns or direct engage-
ments with security forces. The possibility
that teurists, in relatively unguarded
meadows, could become primary targets
had not been fully factored in.

Ineflect, many of these destinations
were “saft frontiers”, opening up fasterthan
they could besecured. The closure of over
a0 such sites ln the lmmediace afternath

ofthe attack was, asaformer Director Gen-
eral of JRK Police put it, “an acknowledge-
ment that the push for nornsley had out-
paved the expansionolthe security grid”.

From roadsto ridges

Ifthe attackenposed avulnersbiliyitalso
triggered & structural shift indeployment
Onerthe past year secunily forceshave estab-
lished 43 Temporary Operating Bases —
where troops can operate forashort, fived
period —scrossthe higher reaches of thaFir
Tanjal range, with personnel fromithe CRIF
and Rashtriva Rifles now stationed at alti-
tudés mngirg from3 000 o nearly A000 fect.

The idea isto deny militant groups the
advantage of termin, By occupying ddge-
Raves and forested heighis, forces aim wodis-
mapt the traditional infillration-te-execu-
ten cycle, where small modules would
enter through ferest corridors, e low, and
strike when opportunities amse,

Asone K Police officer described it
the shift is from “holding the mad” o
“helding the ridge” — a move away from
wisible, road-centric towards tar-
rain dominance in areas that were pra-
wvionsly thinly monitored.

Extensive patrols for pparations and
aren domination awercises actoss the Valley
floorandinthe higher reaches were part of
the Armny’s sumimes strategy.

Additional changesinclude deploying
additional police and CRPF detachments
closer to vulnerable areas and relocating
some of the existing ones. THESEERZITol
paramillary and ptlhepemuummziau
besfed up for “statlcdutles” which Include

Security personnel
keepwatchin
Pahalgam. en

Tech
support
Alongzide
redeployment.
the security grid
has leaned more
heavilyon
technolooy and
local integration
.

In the past vear,
over 50000
individuals
linked wthe
tourism
ecomomy have
been bronght
onto an Aadhaar-
linkeddatalmse
andissued
QR-coded
identification

deployment at check pests.

Technology, Tuman firewall”

ngside redeployment, the security
grid hasleaned more heavity ontechnology
andlocallnegradlon. In thepast vear, over
50000 individnalks Hnked to the wurism
economy — pony handlers, guides, pho-
tographers and vendors — have basn
brought onto an Aadhaardinkad darabase
andissued QR-coded identification.

The intent is twofold: to enable instant
wenfication intotiristzones and to reducethe
riskofover-pround warkernetworsembed-
dn;ﬂm:ﬂvasmmmwmm

Officials describe thisascreating 2 “human
frewall” around key tourkst circiits.

Survelllance, o, hasexpanded. A range
M:MWEW

il'gmi.ﬂ'a. The emphasis ison m: imuilnmp;
azecurty presence without the owert mili-
tarisationthatcould deter visitors. Thiscom-
bination has allowed the administrstion to
gradualhyreopen mary ofthe sitesthatwere
shut after thoatteck. But it alsormises ques-
tions around privacy and the long-term sus-
tainability of such intensive monitoring —
izzuies that remain largely unaddiessed inof-
ficial discourse,

Intelligence-led precision

Perhaps the imost significant shift has
been towards Intelligence-driven oper-

e— AU1005. 10 July 2025, under Operaton Ma-

In J&K, the emphasis has moved
from containment in urban centres
to a dispersed, intelligence-led
grid. Yet, some gaps still remain

hadey, securty forces tracked and elimin-
ated the three-membermodule behind the
Pahalgam killings, using a combination of
humanintelliggnceand dronaiirveillance.

Since then, officials point to a saries of
tangeted aperations az evidence of a mare

strikes with minimal collateral d amage.

The emphasks, officlals say, 1s on track-
ing networks ac ma\geﬂgrarl hies rather
than reacting to isclated incidents.

Security forees are focusing an real-
time lateral communication bhetween
themnselvestoout downtheirresponsatime
o any incident. Thera hacalso bean atocus
on better information and intelligence
sharing between all agencias.

Drone focus

The Anny has undertaken the procure-
mentofa variety of drones. Some of tem
havesurvelllance caneraswhile others can
be armed with grenades. There |5 also a
large-scale procurement of counter-crone
systems to offer an effective umbrella
againstincomingaenalthreats —akey les-
som drawn frorm Operation Sindoor. All-ter-
rainvehicles arealso heing procured tore-
duce reactiontime.

The limitsof adaptation
Despitethesechanges, thesecurity grid
rernains far from impermeable. Twe con-
straints continue to dominate internal as-
sessments mfiltration and intelligence
gapsindifficult wirain,
The delay in deploying dedicated all-
abllides —follow-

Ing serhacks In recent sarellite milssions —
has limitedthe ability to maintain contin-
ons watch along the Line of Control, par-
ticularly in adverse weather. Gmnndsen
sars and drones, while affective, remain
vnlmdﬂehﬂﬁ\&dhﬂ:dﬁmﬂ:aﬂan&
More fundamentally, human intelli-
gence in dense forest zones continues to
Inz, The thick canopy af the Fir Panjal still
pkmamughmfm small, mobile
'hr!sml quujmm evade detection, at
"Once a terronst enters,
hcm,ﬂmngwdo semething Aslongas Pak-
istan keeps pushing, something or the
other will keep happening, It isa good thing
that it is currently busy oo itswestern froat
due to lis baude with the Taliban,” sald a
central securlcy establishment afficer.
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Was US seizure of
Iran ship legal?
What maritime
framework says

Aray Shah
Neewe de ik, Agetl 20
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o WEST ASIA CONFLICT

Pope vs President: Papal authority and the differing strands of faith

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delhi, April 21

Donald Trump found a new antagonist:
Pope Leo XIV, the supreme head of the
Catholic Church.

The 70-year-old pontiff has made
multiple statements criticising notjustthe
waronIran started by the US and Israel but
alsothe captureof Venezuela’s Nicolas Ma-
duro. He has spoken of “tyrants” and said
Jesus “does not listen to the prayers of those
whowage war”, Trump, meanwhile, has re-
sponded by saying the Pope was “weak on
crime” and “terrible for foreign policy”. US
Vice President J D Vance said Leo should
stick to matters of morality.

Both sides have since attempted to
tone down the tensions. The episode,
however, highlights a rare confrontation
between political power and the Vatican’s
moral authority, in which the Trump ad-
ministration seeks legitimacy.

The Pope’s authority
ThePopeis thevisible head of the Cath-

olic Church, which regards Jesus Christ as
its invisible head. He is also the Bishop of
Rome. As the supreme pontiff, the Papacy
or the Pope’s office presides over the Holy
See, the central governing body of the
Church and Vatican City, which enjoys for-
mal diplomatic relations with other na-
tions. Its jurisdiction empowers it to make
decisions on matters of faith and morality
for1.3billion Catholics located worldwide.

In international law, the Holy See oc-
cupiesthe status of a sovereign juridicalen-
tity. The Holy See possesses a full legal per-
sonality in international law by virtue of the
diplomatic relations it enjoys with 180
states and its membership in several inter-
national organisations.

Additionally, the Holy See is “treated as
asubject of international law having the ca-
pacity indipl ic relations and
toenter intobinding withone,
several, or many underinternational
law that are largely geared to establish and
preserving peace in the world”. (Papal Di-
plomacy and the Quest for Peace, John A.
Lucal and Robert John Araujo, 2005)

Most notably, the Holy See continues to

Trumpand
theChurch

© After Donald
Trump signed an
executive order on
erecting a border
wall with Mexico in
his first term, Pope
Francis said itwasa
Christian calling ‘to
notraise walls but
bridges...

® Francis’ successor,
Pope Leo, called the
Trump administra-
tion's immigration
policies ‘inhuman’.
After US forces cap-
tured President Nico-
las Maduro of Vene-
zuela, hecriticised
‘diplomacy of force’

functionasanon-territorial institutioneven
when thereisno pope. Thus, Trump'sattacks
on Leo do not negate the institution of the
Papal office.

Matters of faith

The row puts an administration seen as
“Christian friendly” atodds with the largest
institution of Christianity. This, however,
can be explained by the narrow Christian
base that helped return Trump tothe White
House — white, evangelical Protestant
Christians. The 2025 Public Religion Re-
search Institute Survey revealed that this
subset held strongly authoritarian views; the
samesurvey also correlated high authoritar-
ianism with lower education and income.

APewResearch Centrestudy from April
2025 noted that white evangelical Chris-
tians remain Trump’s strongest supporters,
with nearly two-thirds supporting his
spending cuts and tariffs on the US’s trad-
ing partners. However, this share has de-
clined from 66% in February 2025 to 58%
inJanuary 2026.

Trump has sought to cement this rela-
tionship, creating a White House Faith Of-

fice led by long-time supporter and pastor
Paula White-Cain. He has also created a
Task Force to “Eradicate Anti-Christian
Bias” led by Pam Bondi.

Also relevant is Pete Hegseth’s ties with
thedenomination through the Communion
of Reformed Evangelical Churches, a20th-
century movement calling for the imple-
mentation of biblical law and a theocratic
state structured on Christian A

Atits core, thisbrand of Christianity is at
odds with what the Pope represents. The
Vatican’straditionseeksto checkstate power
through moral authority. Leo’s American ori-
gins make this tension harder to miss.

History of clashes

Pope Leo is not the lone pontiff to dis-
agree with a global leader over geopolitical
tensions. The tussle between the authority
of the Church and the Stateis ataleasold as
time.In1076, HenryIV, the Holy Roman Em-
peror, insisted that he had the authority to
appoint bishops, while Pope Gregory VIl ar-
guedthattheChurch held the authority. The
ruler ordered the Pope to be deposed, while
Gregory excommunicated Henry in turn.




	Sanskriti IAS Daily Current Affairs (Front Page)
	Important Editorial highlights 22-04-2026

