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WELCOMED BY NABIN INTO BJP FOLD; SHOCK WAVES IN PUNJABE WHERE POLLS ARE DUE EARLY NEXT YEAR

In major setback to AAP, seven of its
10 Rajya Sabha MPs cross over to BJP

AAP calls it
‘betrayal’, accuses
BJP of another
‘Operation Lotus’

Jatin Anand & Liz Mathew
New: Delli, April 24

1 A hiuge setback (o the AAE
seven of its 10 Rajyva Sabha
members. constituting twao-
‘thirds of the party strength in
‘the Upper House, crossed over
‘to the BJP Friday, creating

Addressing a press confer-
ence in New Delhi, AAF M
Eaghsv Chadha, removed as
theparty deputy leaderin Rajya
‘Sabhathree weeks ago, sald he,
along with six party members
‘ofthe House, had “merzed with
the BIP”

The AAP had 10 MPs in
RajyaSabha—7 from Puniab, 3
from Delhi.

Hlanked by MPs Ashok Mit-
tal and Sandeep Parhak, Chadlls
announced their exit from the
AAPalong with Raginder Guypta,
Wilerarnjeet Singh Sahnay, Swati
Malival and Harbhajan Singh,
“They have already signed, and
‘this morning we submitted all
tharaquired documentatkon. [n-
cludingsignedlettarsand other
foormal paperwoek wo the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha,” he

Following the press confer-
ence, Chadha and his col-
leagues headed to the BIP
head quarters where they were

=CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

INSIDE { .
THE BJP'S NEWSEVEN

EXPLAINED: WILL THEY
BEDISQUALIFIED?

Raghav Chadha. Sande=ep Pathak and Ashok Mittal with BJP president Nitin Nabin and party leaders Anil Baluni (extreme beft). Tarun Chugh
and ArunSingh (extrame right) a1 the BIP headquarters in New Delhi, Friday. #1

The AAP which I nurtured with my
bleod and sweal.. has strayed from its
principles, values and core morals.”
RAGHAV CHADHA, AHEAD OF JCINING BIF

AAPinParliament
RAJYASABHA: 10

From Punjab: e Ashok Kuamar Mit-

tal & Harbhajan Singh & Raghav
Chadha » Rajinder Gupta « San
deep Kumzr Fathak e Sant Balbir
Singh e Yikramjit Singh Sahney
From Dielhi: eMaraen Dass Cupta
w Sanay Singhe Swarl Maliwal

LOK SABHA: 3

a Gurmeet SinghMeet Haves
% Malvindar Singh Kang « Raj
Kurnar Chabbewal Allfrom
Funjab

Game of dirty politics... to stall the good
work of the Bhagwant Mann gover-
nment (in Punjab) has begun on alarge scale.”

SANINY SINGH, 0.0F 5 & Y8 SAEHLMP

Faultlines surface in AAP Punjab
unit, raise fears of wider churn

KanchanVasdey
Chandigark, April24

THE DEFECTION af saven Aam
MPs Is not merely a sethack kn
Dhalhi, bat could have an effect
inBunjoh, where the party's zov-
emment faces Assembly alec-
tions in less than a year.

What has the AAP leader-
ship concerned is the doep or-
anisational roles that Raglew

Chadha and Sandeep Pathak  within the state unit, This

hadin Punjsbandtheinfluence
they wiclded all these years
right from the selectinn
of candidates ahead of
the 2022 polls. Nearly I
S0% of AP MLAs owe
their candidature to e
eithar ofthatwo.

In other words, the
split 1o the party's ranks In

wrould test AAE's sbility o re-
tainochesion in aunit that ex-

panded rapidly and is
controlked by thacentral
leadership.

Chief Minister Bhag-
wantl Mann slarmmed
the rehed MPx a5 “gsd-
durritraitors) of Pun-

Jah" andsald they leftihe party

Hajya Sabha also bringstothe  to “save their own skin®. Just

fore long-standing tersions

*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chadha's
removal, Mittal
on EDradar:
AAP points to
earlysigns

Jatin Anand
& Deaptiman Tiwary
New Delif, Al 24

STUNNEDEBY the exitofsoven
of their 10 Rajya Sabba
members, AAP insiders said
Friday they were aware of a
storm brewing for the last
“weekto ten days® following
the party decision W remove
RaghavChadha, oneofite most
visthle faces.as the AMP deputy
leader in the Lipper House, lit-
erally showing him the door.

According w party inslders,
AAPnational peneral secretary
{organisation Sandeep Pathak,
a close alde of party chief Ar-
wvind Kejriwal, had called onthe
former Delld Chief Minister at
the latter's residence in the
Capital when be was in tewn
durlng the speclal sescion of
Parlioment last week.

While details related 1o Pa-
thak's meetingwith Kepivwal re-
mained unclear, sources said
he was likely to have conveyed
that heno longerenjoyed much
support fromihe pamy’songan-
isational ranksin Punjabwhere
be played a significant rolein
building the sy,

“WWe where more than aware
of somee trouble brewing over
the pastwesktoten days; party
workers were aware of several
mestings betwasnboth Raghow
{Chadhal ard Swati (Malivweal)
with senlor BIP leaders In
Dielhi” a partysourceclaimed.

That something was afoot,
inziders zaid, became clear
Fallowing the Enforcement Di-
recrorace's searches an Rajyva
Sabha member Ashok Mittal's

=COMTINUED ON PAGE2
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Mamata Banerjee’s economics doesn’t
work. Will her politics swing the election?

HAVE followed and written about

elections for the last 30 years. I have

had my glorious successes (Lalu Ya-

dav'swinin2015 NarendraModi'swin

in2019) and inglorious failures (Hil-
laryClinton’sloss in2016 and the BJP's “loss™
in2024). But never before has a forecast so
deeply conflicted me.

This week [ toured West Bengal (along
with other self-confessed election junkies
led by RuchirSharma), and my most enjoy-
able momentwasavisit to Presidency Col-
lege, now Presidency University. But that
is getting ahead of the story. Throughout
my career,  have put alarger emphasis on
economic variables for forecasting, Term it
the consistency of little minds or any such
rejection phrase, but the fact remains that
welfare improvement (proxied by state
GDP per capita) remains by farthe best pre-
dictor of winning elections.

As far as economic fortunes go, no one
deserves the fate of West Bengal. The cul-
turally richstate was alsorich in wealthand
industry. Its per capitaincome (relative toall
India)was 113.8in 1950, whichslipped to90.3
per cent in 1976, the year before the Marxist
revolution — an annual decline of D9 per
cent per annum, Relative income in 2010
was80.8 percent: a CPM degradationat-0.3
percent per annunl. However, the worst
came with Mamata Banerjee's arrival — the
decline inthelast 13 years (2011-2024) accel-
erated to-1 per cent per annum. Today, per
capita income in West Bengal is just 70.3 per

cent of the average big-state income. On
another occasion, we will compare this de-
cline to other worst-performing states in
Indiaand countries in the world. Forthe mo-
ment, note thatthis macro income perform-
anceisthe worst India hasseen forany state.
But first, the phrase of the century, in
Indiaand acrossthe world, nari shakti. The
overwhelming evidence is that the nari
Shaktivotein West Bengal was particularly
ill-timed and ill-thought. Why? Because the
BJP is fighting Banerjee, the undisputed
king and queen of nari shakti. Just lookat
the electoral evidence. This is an area
where Banerjee has deneparticularlywell.
In the 2021 Assembly elections, the BJP
fielded 57 women candidates, and only
won five (8.8 per cent) won. Banerjee’s
party —the All India Trinamool Congress
(AITC)- fielded seven fewer female candi-
dates than the BJR, but AITC women won
80 per cent (40) of the contested seats.
Preliminary analysis of all election data
shows that Trinamool consistently leads all
major parties inwomen's represen-
tation. It is a moot question
‘whethet hari shakti among politi-
cians translates into higher rari
shakti among the people. Itlikely
does. Parenthetically, what Baner-
jee has done is what is recom-
mended for all political parties in
India— allow for greater represen-
tation of women in political arenas
at all levels of governance. That is

SurnITS
BHALLA

The reason for my conflicted
thinking should be clear —
thisisaclose election. Or was?
Arecord turn-out helps the
challenger, but the discontent
induced by SIR could also help

the incumbent

true nari shakei rather than one forced
through vet another reservation.

Improvements in female labour force
participation (FLFER)is normally ahealthy
sign for an economy. Butitcan be adouble-
edged indicator. Poverty also induces a
higher participation rate, and as we have
seen, West Bengal hasconsistently become
poorer. With that caveat, West Bengal
FLFFPR rates show a healthy increase. For
15-64 year olds, weekly status, the FLFPR
increased from 21.7 per cent in 2011-12 to
35.3 per cent in 2024-5. This increase of 14
percentage points (ppt) is average, not ex-
ceptional. In Assam, the increase was 26
ppt, Bihar 18 ppt, Jammu and Kashmir 21
ppt, Odishaand Madhya Pradesh 17 ppt.
avery rare group of paliticians. A politician
winning four-plus consecutive state elec-
tions as chief minister has happenedin two
large states — West Bengal and Odisha —
makingit one of the rarest achievementsin
Indianelectoral history. No chief ministerin
other major states like UP, Maha-
rashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, or Mad-
hya Pradesh has achieved this, as
those states have consistently seen
alternating governments, Inciden-
tally, the statistical record suggests
that if Banerjee wins in 2026, she
will likely win in 2031

The reason for my conflicted
thinking should be abundantly
clear —this is acloseelection. Or

was? A record turn-out helps the chal-
lenger, butthediscontent induced by the
SIR could also help the incumbent. All
thingsconsidered, in the beginning of the
week I belleved Banetjee would win, by
heavily reduced margins. Now, with this
greater-than-90 per cent turnout (where
else besides Russia does one obtain such
turnout?) and economic determinants
winning, the aceelerated record pace of
de-development in West Bengal under
Banerjee suggests that the BJP will likely
hold theedge. But beware, in a clese two-
way election, small differences in aggre-
gate vote share can mean a larger than
thin victory.

If the BJP wins, the question will be,
can it win the economy? Private invest-
ment has worsened considerably under
the BJP (at a record pace). Aggregate in-
vestment hasbeen held at 32 percent due
to high public investment. Investments
and growth need to increase by a lot for
Viksit Bharat to be credible /A futther
downside to a BIP win is that the already
complacent party willbecome furtheren-
rrenched in satisfaction. A good upside
will beifthe RIPlearns to introspect on all
aspects of its 12-year reign. Along with the
Bengal economy. [ndiacanalsorecoverto
be on the path of Viksit Bharal.

Bhaliais chairpersonof the Technical Expert
Group for the first official Household income
Survey for India. Views are personal
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT

No BRICS consensus on war, India’s
Chair summary notes ‘deep concern’

Gaza, Lebanon
ceasefire, attacks
on UNIFIL figure

ingrouping’s
discussions

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April 24

WITHOPINION divided within
the BRICS grouping on the US-
Israel war on Iran, a consensus
was elusive and Delhi issued a
Chair'ssummary onFriday and
said that “members expressed
deep concernon therecent con-
flict in the Middle East [West
Asial and offered views and as-
sessmentson the matter”,

The Chair's statement is a
declaration by the host and the

chairofanygrouping, whichisa
summeary of the statement, but
hasnotbeen agreed toby all the
members. Usually, a joint state-
ment which is agreed to by all
themembers is issued afterany
multilateral meeting Thiswasa
practice in the G20 meetings in
the run-up to the summit in
2023, when therewasnoconsen-
suson the Russia-Ukraine war.
India, which holdsthe chair
of BRICS in 2026, said, “The
BRICS Deputy Foreign Min-
istersand Special Envoys on the
Middle East and North Africa
(MENA)met on24 April 2026 in
New Delhi, and exchanged
views on the current situation
in rthe region. Members ex-
pressed deepconcern onthere-
cent conflict inthe Middle East
and offered views and assess-
ments on thematter”,
“Thediscussionscovered the
Palestine issue and the Gaza

situation, includingprovision of
humanitarian aid, the role of
UNRWA, zero-tolerance ap-
proach toterrorism, welcoming
the ceasefirein Lebanon, theun-
acceprability of artacks on UNI-
FIL, post-conflict reconstruction
and rehabilitation in Syria,
political settlement in Yemen,
stability and development in
Iraq, political process in Libya,
and addressing the humanitar-
ian crisis in Sudan. They agreed
to meet again under China’s
Chairship in2027" irsaicl.

In early March, The Indian
Express had reported that on
March13 Tehran reached outto
Delhi to take the lead in issuing
a statement on behalf of the
BRICS, currently chaired by
India, condemning the US and
Israeli strikes against Iran in the
Previous tTwo weeks,

This put Delhi in a diplo-
imatic pickle since it has stayed

away from taking sides inthe on-
goingconflict.

The BRICS grouping has
Brazil, Russia. India, Chinaand
South Africa (the original five),
along with Egypt, Ethiopia,
Tran, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Indonesia. Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, which host US bases
and personnel, have been tar-
geted by Iranian missiles and
drones. The fact that all three
countries are in the BRICS has
made diplomatic navigation
difficult for India. India, which
holdsthe rotational presidency
of the grouping for 2026, is ex-
pected to host the summit of
BRICS leaders later this year.

With Iran reaching out to
India forastatement by BRICS,
Delhi had made it public in
mid-March thatit has beendif-
ficult to forge a consensus on
the issue because of involve-
ment of BRICS member coun-

tries in the ongoing conflict.

Without naming any
country, the Ministryof External
Affairs’ official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal hadsaid, “Some
members of the BRICS are di-
rectly involved in the current
situation in theWest Asia region,
which has impacted forging a
consensusonacommon BRICS
position on theongoing confliet.
As Chair of BRICS, India has
been facilitating discussions
among members through the
Sherpa channel.”

Hesaid that the last virtual
BRICSSherpameetingwas held
onMarch 12. In addition, “In-
dianleadershiphasbeenengag-
ing with leaders of BRICS
members in the region. India
will continue to engage,” the
MEA spokesperson said.

India is likely to host the
BRICS Foreign ministers’ meet-
ingon May 14-15, which Chinese

Foreign minister Wang Yi and
Russian Forelgn Minister Sergey
Lavrov are expected to attend,
sourcessaid. Iran’s Foreign Min-
isterSeyed Abbas Araghchimay
join virtually, depending on the
circumstances

While there are many mov-
ing parts as a result of the on-
going conflict and the ceasefire
talks between US and Iran,
sources said, Delhi is preparing
theground forthe meetingofthe
Foreign ministers.

Senior officialsof the BRICS
countries are in touch with
eachother for the Foreign min-
isters’ meeting. which will ulti-
mately lead to the BRICS
leaders’ summit to be held in
Indialater this year. The timing
of the BRICS forcign ministers
is significant since India has
notbeenabletoforgea consen-
susamong the BRICS grouping
onthewar in West Asia.
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Extreme events could impact 36% of land
animal habitats by 2085 says new study

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, April 24

BY 2085, overa third of wildlife
habitats on land could suffer
multiple types of climate-
driven extreme weather events,
such as heatwaves, wildfires,
and floods, if warming con-
tinuestorise in thesecond half
~of the century, according toa
' newstudy published in Nature
' Ecology & Evolution journal.

The study, led by re-
-searchers at the Potsdam Insti-
‘tute for Climate Impact Re-

search (PIK), Germany,
‘analysed the impact of climate
‘change in a medium-high
emission scenario on nearly
34,000 vertebrate species.

The most widespread im-
| pact will be from extreme heat-
' waves, the study found. By

2050, 74% of animal habitatson
land will be exposed to heat-

Extreme climate events can
have devastating impacts on
terrestrial biodiversity, the
study underscored. p1i

waves, 16% to wildfire, 8% to
droughts, and 3% to floods if
warming continues into the
latter half of the century, the
study said. Biodiversity hot-
spots such as the Amazon,
tropical Africa and Southeast

Asiawillsee asharpincreasein
frequency of these extreme
events, the study noted.

However, cutting emissions
to net zero could still prevent
these impacts, and also limit
the animal habitats exposed to
extreme events, the study high-
lighted.

An international team of 18
scientists used climate projec-
tions, impact simulations along
with data of species distribu-
tion to assess exposure risk to
33,936 terrestrial vertebrate
species and 794 ecoregions.

“Ithink climate change, and
in particular extreme events,
are still really being underesti-
mated when it comesto conser-
vation planning. It’s not just
going to be a gradual shift of
temperature over many years,”
said lead author Stefanie Hei-
nicke, a postdoctoral re-
searcher at PIK, in astatement.

“There is a lot of difference
we can make by cutting
emissions as fast as we can
from today,” Heinicke added.

Extreme climate events, the
study underscored, can have
devastating impacts on terres-
trial biodiversity. The 2019-20
heatwave in Australia, the
study said, killed more than
72,000 flying foxes - one of the
largest bat species in the world.
In the same year, wildfires in
the Pantanal (South America)
killed an estimated 17 million
vertebrates, as per the study.

While one heatwave or wild-
fire event can devastate animal
populations, multiple events
occurring one after another
compound the impacts. How-
ever, climate change, the study
said, is intensifying extreme
events beyond what many
species are likely to adapt to
within a short time-frame.
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RISKPOSED BY MYTHOS

Anthropicin talks with India
tosafeguard critical infra

Soumyarendra Barik

New Deihd, April 24
ANTHROPIC IS talking to sev-
eral governments, including
thar of India, to help safeguard
critical Infrastrcture — bank-
ing, energy, lelecom — in the
face of cybersecurity risks
posed by its powerful Al moedel,
Mythos, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

"Anthrople is actively en
gaging with a broad range of
governments, incuding India.
There are ongoing discussions
which are very constructive.
The comversations are centred
around securing critical infra-
siructure.

Thete s a belief within An-
thropic that dlied democracies
need access o defencecapabil-
ides against powerful AI
models,” a souree dose to the
eonpaty sakd on condition of
anenymity.

The company is also coordi-
nating very dosely with the US

totn three things —
the timing, scope, and the
structure af providing aceess to
Mythos to Washington so that
they can siudy the system and
prepare defensive measures
against s risks.

This particular conversa-
tion, centred around offering
access to the povernment, isnot
currently happening between
Anthropie and India, it is
understood.

The Indian Expresshad ear-
lier reported that the govern-
ment is curretitly in conversa-
tion with Anthropic’s senior
leadership in the 08 on the
issue, a discussion which was
initiated by the Ministryof Ex-
ternal AlTairs.

Earlier this month, An-
thropie unveiled a preview of
Mythos, calling it the most
powerful model it has ever
built. Se powerful that unlike
typical Allannches, the com-

* PUTTING GUARDRAILS

ANTHROPIC UNVEILEDa
praview of Mythos earlier this
mornth, calling it the maost
powerful model ithas ever built

UNLIKE TYPICAL Allaunches,
the company isdeliberately
keaping Mythos away from the
public for now duetoits
“unpracedanted” ability te
autonaimcusly identify serbous
vuinerabilities in widely used
software and infrastructure,
posing significantcyber
security threats

AMTHROPIC PARALLELY

announcad Project Glasswing.
whichaimstoassis: companiss
that hope to use Mythosto step
up cyber-defencesbefore it

iz widely released.

panty isdeliberately keeping the
technology away trom the pub-
lic for now — the reason being
the model’s unprecedented
ahiliny to autonomoushy ident-
ify serdeous vulnerabilities in
widelyused seftware and infra-
SCructure, posing significant
cyber sacurity threats.

Even as itheld back com-

mercial deplovment citing all

wing, which aimes to assist com-
paniesthat hope to use Mythos
tostep up cyber-defences be-
foreit s widely released.
Major software devel-
opers—including Apple, Mvi-
dia, the Linux Foundation and
CrowdStrike, as well as com-
petitor Google were in this st
On Thursday, chairing 2
high-level meeting to assess
the risks that Mythos poses to
India’s financdal sector, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala 5i-
tharaman told banks to exer-
cise a "high-degree™ of vigi-
lance and develop i
coordination mechanism to
respond to threats emerging
fram capabilities of the ad-
vanced large language rmodel.
In a statement, the Minis-

try of Finance said the meet-
ing teok place 1o assess the
potential impact of emerging
threats linked to recent devel-
opments in artificial intelli-
gence (Al) models, particu-
larly the possibility of such
technologies being misused w
weaponise software vulner-
abilities™.

“..the nature of the emerg-
ing threat from the latest AT
model is unprecedented and
requires avery high degree of
vigilance, preparedness and
better coardination across fi-
nancial institutions and
banks,” the Ministry said,
without naming Mythos.

A senior official said a re-
pott stating that Mythos, not
yet widely released owing to
its capabilities, was accessed
by unauthorisad individuals,
had raised significant con-
cerns. Anthropic hag eaid My-
thes can eutstrip all butthe
mostskilled huwmans atident-
ifying andexploiting software
vulnerabilities, and in tests,
themodel found critical faulrs
ineverywidely used operating
syatem and web browser.

FULL REPORT OM
WAWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM
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The global risks posed by
Anthropic’s Mythos Al

&

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK

IN 2009, Dario Amodei, then OpenAl's re-
search director, warmed that the startup’s
ous [0 release” over is potential for genar-
ating misleading content. WhenGPT-2 was

reloased almost a year Later, tha
CONECENS segmed samewhat averblown.
Amodei, now chicf of OpenAl dval An-
pany'slatest Al modal — Claude Mythos—
appear far more grounded, Mytlios vas
held back from releaze by Anthropic but
noew appears to have been leaked.

The model has prompted concems
around the world, and in India. On Thurs-
day, Finance Minister Nirmnala Sitharaman
chaired a high-level meeting over concems
thatiteould posesignificantrislatolndia’s
banking sector. The [ndian Express has
learnt thar the government is corrently in
conversation with Anthropic’s senior
leadership inthe US on the issue,

Sparkingmorewnrywithin the govern-
NN are reparts that China hasdeveloped
its orn version of Mythos, ralled Qihon 3600
This “vulnerability discovery agent” that
hasalready identified nearty1 000 software
flaws. While Mythos is recognised as a

in

aummared cyberdefence,
mm enterprizes and
specialised firms such as 3560 are
sivelyadvancing similar capabilities,
First, what is Mythos?

Mythos is the latest addition fo An-
threpic’s Claude AT famnily. Anthropic has
unveiled onlya limited preview version of
tha mwﬂ]—mmehrwmgemndel.

But Mythos represents a major leap in
capahilityover Anthropics existing Al sys-
tema It has drawnglobal attention becauss
ofits ability to
ousvulnerabilities in widely used software
and infrastructure at a pace far nd
most human researche:

Whiv lias this raised conceriis?
What's spooked policymakers around

Anthropic CECQ Daric Amodel. wiKMEN COMImaEs

« Inadifferent league
During intemal testing, Mythos Preview easily outstripped

" ather Claude modelsinexploiting vulnerabilities — inthis

caze, in Mozilla's Firefox internat browsar.

WSUCTESSFAL PXPLOIT MEEQISTER I OO TROL (FUTCOULDAT EXPLO) INOENT SUCCF

100

Sonnet 4.5

Opus 48 Mythos Preview

the waridis Anthropic’s claim that Mythcs
hasalrendy found severe vulnerabilitiesin
“every major operating system and web
browser”, including ona that had goneun-
detected for nearly three decades.

How fast Mythos' capabilities hawve
emerged i, as the name suggests, almost
mythical intermsof scale. Just last morh,
Anthropic had announced that its previous
generation Opus 4.6 model “is currentlyfar
better at identifying and fixing vulnerabil-
ities thanat expleiting them™

For example, Opus 4.6 turned the val-
nerahilitiesit had found in Mozilla's Firefox

inte.JavaScriptshell exploits |or a success-
the command line, or shell, of the vicdm's
emmnmmtﬂ:ubuﬂthel:lruwserhm
gine}only twoti
attempts.

dred

Anthropicre-ran the same experimant
as abenchmark for Mythos Preview. [t de-
veloped working exploits 181 times, and
achieved registar cantrol ftaking contral of
the general behaviour of a CPU, orthe brain
of acomputer system) 19 timas, according
to Anthropic. Non-experts, the company
said. can alsouse Mythos Preview ta find
and exploit sophisticated vulnerabilities.

Engnuaxat Anthrapic with no formal
security training have asked Mythos Pre-
view to find renvote code execution yulner-
abilitissovermight. and woken upthefollov-
ingmoming toa working exploir.

“Wedidnot explicitly teain Mythos Pre-
view tohave thesecapahilities. Rather. they
emerged asa downstream consequence of
generalimprovementsin code, reasoning,
and autonomy. The same improvements

Common
guardrails

Globally, most
experts see the
need for an
overarching
consensus when
itcomesto
governing Al
»

Withourt thar,
thistechnology
could become
difTicult o
regulate

thatmakethe mode! substantiallymoreat-
feetive ot patchingvulnerabilities alse male
Iusubsranially more effectivearexploiting
them,"thestartup=aidin its April Tnots. All
ofthese features have effectively prompted
Anthropic to hit pause cnits release.

Real-world testing

Earliet this month, the 1TK AT Security
[nstitute (AIS1), inits evaluation of Mythos
Preview, flacged a marked jump in cyber
capahility, especially instructured testing
ervironments. Oneofits beadlinefindings
is that the mode] was able to solve 7% of
expert-lavel cybersecurity challenges in
enchmarksettngs, farhisher thaneatlie:
Loy realworld vulnerabilities
and required a mix oftechnical depth and

-solving ability

Whereearlier mocdels often showed pat-
chy results at higher difficulty levels, My-
thosdemanstrated a stronger abilicyto sus-
tain  performance  across complex
challenges. This sugzests improvementsin
reasoning and planning, enabling the
mode] to navigate layerad cyber problems
ratherthan justisolated expleits.

Crucially, the institure highlizhted My-
thos's growing “agentic” behsviour. Tt was
able to execute long, multi-stage attack
chains, indicativg a shift from toal-lile assis-
tance to more autonomels capability, This
ralses concerns about how such systems
could lower thaharmrisr for bess-zkillad actors
toconduct sophisticated cyber operations.

In one of the tests designed by the UK
AISL 3 22-step corporate attack simulation

takenver.
sotve the task fromstart to finishin three cue

ofits 10 attempts. AlSL saiditwould take hu-
mans 30 hours ta complate the sametasks.

Anthropic’s latest model marks a
leapindetecting and exploiting
software vulnerabilities. It has
spooked policymakers worldwide

Mythos breach

Evenas it held back commereial deploy-
ment citing all these concerns, Anthropic
parallelly anneounced Project Glasswing,
which eimsto assist companies that hope
touseMythostostepupcyber-defencesbe-
fareitiswidely relez=ed. Major softwarede-
velopers — including Apple, Nvidia, the
LimmxFoemidation and  aswell
as competitor Google were inthislist.

What hasnow set the car ameong the
pigenns is 4 report by Rlsomberg that the
Mythos model was accessed by “a handful
of users” ina private Discord chat on the
dayitwasannounced publicly, despitetha
resmricted release. Us Federal Reserve Chatr
Jerame Powell and Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessentmetwith top American bank
CEOsin aclosed-door meetingearlier this
month todiscuss the cybersecurity risks
posed by Mythos,

Inthelongrun, Anthropic’s researchers
said they expect that defence capabilitics
will dominate: that the world will emerge

maore secure, with eoftware battar har-

dened — Ln large part by code written by
these models. But the transitional period
willbe Theleak of the softwareon

the Discord chat and the question marks
that it raises is acase inpoint.

Globally, most experts s=ethe compel-
ling nead for an overarching consensus
when it comes to governing AL Even
thoughregulatory approaches 1o the tech-
nalogy could differ from ane furisdiction to
another, the need for global coomdination
on Al and an agreement on a set of stan-
dards and common guardrails is being ar-
tieulaged. Without that, this iechnology is
going to bevery difficult tocontain and
toughto enforce.

Alrethink in India?

Flnanee Minister Sitharaman has wid
banks to exercise a “high-degree” ofvigi-
lanceanddevelopacoordination mechan-
ism to respond to threats emerging from
capahilities of this madal

Sofar, India has mainteined that it wants
tomiainzain a light touch regulatory frame-
work for AL looking to incentivise the poten-
tlal economic aspects of the technology. The
Mythosepisodeconld force a rethink.

Intheaftermathof Mythos, the IT Min-
istry set up the Al Governance and Econ-
as theapex mechanism for coordinating AT
|:nll::g and povernance Eramewmk A sap-
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