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‘Vande Mataram advisory
not a threat to conformr’

Ministry’s advisory on National Song only prescribes protocol and those who do not sing it will not

face any action, says SC: even then, there is burden on those who refuse to sing, argues petitioner

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said
the Jannary 28 gui-

delines issued by Union
Home Ministry on playing
National Song Vande Mata-
ram in full at public and ce-
remonial occasions are not
a “threat to conform” and
do not fall foul of constitu-
tional freedoms.

“._it is only an adviso-
rv... The Ministry feels the
National Song is as much
an expression of the na-
tional identity. You may
have a different point of
view. But we feel you have
vague apprehensions of
discrimination which do
not have a clear nexus with
the advisory now.. But
please come immediately
to us as and when you feel
youl have been discriminat-
ed against or singled out
on the plank of this adviso-
ry,” Justice Jovmalya Bag-
chi addressed petitioner
Muhammed Sayeed Noori,
represented by senior ad-
vocate Sanjay Hegde.

Mr. Hegde began his ar-
guments by noting the Mi-
nistry’s circular made the
singing of the National
Song “mandatory” and
compelled citizens to part-
cipate in a social demon-
stration of loyalty which

@

discriminated against
or singled out on the
plank of this advisory

JUSTICE JOYMALYA
RAGLHIT

Supreme Court

goes against one’s indivi-
dual conscience, He paint-
ed out that the circular has
mstructed the three-mi-
nute National Song to be
played belfore the 55-se-
cond National Anthem, re-
ducing the starus of the lar-

ter to an “epilogue”.

Anthem vs. Song

Chief Justice Surya Kant,
heading the three-judge
Bench, said there was ab-
solutely nothing in the Ja-
nuary 28 circular to show
that people who did not
play or sing the Mational
Song would face penal or
adverse action.

“Even if there is no pe-
nalty and even if today
there is no legal sanction,
there is a huge burden on
somebody who refuses to
sing or stand up,” Mr.
Hegde argued.

“Whart is that burden in

We feel you have
vague apprehensions
of discrimination... But please
come immediately to usas and
when you feel vou have been

law here? The circular pre-
scribes a protocol of when
and how the National Song
must be played, what is to
be done when it is played,
etc. We can understand if
somebody sends you a not-
ice saying you did not play
or stand up for the Nation-
dl Song and your institu-
tion should be closed or
derecognised as a result,”
the Chief Justice reacted.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta intervened to em-
phasise that respect for the
Narional Song was organic
and, ideally, even an advi-
SOy was not necessary. He
referred to Article 51A of
the Constitution, which
made it a fundamental du-
ty to respect the National
Flag and National Anthem.
Mr. Hegde said the Na-
ticnal Anthem and Nation-
al Seng were distinet from
each other. =..It was on Ja-

nuary 24, 1950 that Rajen-
dra Prasad, as President of
the Constituent Assembly,
ended the controversy by
saying Jana Gang Mana
would be the National An-
them and Vande Mataram
the National Song. When
the Parliament subse-
quently inserted Article
E1A [in the 42nd Constitu-
tional Amendment], it
spoke only of the National
Anthem,” he explained.

He said India was a
country which paid equal
respect to all religions and
evervone’s individual con-
science, even that of an
atheist. Mr. Mehta retorted
that it was not as if people
were being compelled to
sing bhajans.

Justice Bagchi referred
to the circular which said,
“In all schoals, the day’s
wark may begin with com-
munity singing of the Na-
tional Song”. “The expres
sion ‘may’ means vou
could sing as much as not
sing. It allows individual
conscience to take the de-
cision,” he said.

Mr. Hegde said patrio-
tism cannot be compelled,
provoking the Chief Justice
to ask if “patriotism cannot
be compelled even for the
Mational Anthem”.

The court refused to en-
tertain the petition, term-
ing it “premanire”.
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SCINCE AND TECHNOLOGY

West Asia conflict: how finding oil
changed the Persian Gulf’s ecology
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U.S.IN NEGOTIATIONS, VANCE AND RUBIO PARTOF TEAM: TRUMP

Sanctionsrelief to n-plan rollback:
Iranreceives US proposals via Pak

[ransilent, state
TV claims plan
rejected; Egyptian
official says deal
‘comprehensive’

Jon Gambrell, David Rising,
Munir Ahmed

& Aamer Madhani
Dubai, March 25

IRAN HAS recaived an Amerd-
‘canplanto pause the warin the
Middle East, officials said Wec-
nesday — a proposal senteven
as Washington deploys para-
troopers and more Marines to
the region.

Tehran did not confirm re-
celving the plan and publicly
disinissed the diplomatic effort.
Iranian state television’s Eng-
lish-language broadcaster, Press
TV, quoted an anorymous offi-
cial as saving Iran had rejected
Ameriea’s ceasefire proposal.
“Iran will end the war when it
decides to do so and when its
own cotiditions are met,” Press
TV queted the official as saving,
The official added Tehran will
continue its “heavy blows”
across the Mideast,

broadly, sayving it addressed
sanctions reliaf, a rollback of
Tran’s nuclear programme,

»CONTINUED OM PAGE 2

THE15-POINT
™ PLAN, BROADLY

®Addresses sanctions
relief: Pak officials

®5eeks rollback of Iran's nuclear
programme

®P|aces limits on missiles with
Tehran

oCalls forreapening the
Strait of Hormuz

®Restricts ran’'s suppart for
armed groups

Iranian drones hit Kuwait International Airport, Wednesday. rn

ALL-PARTY MEETING ON WEST ASIA CRISIS

Opp flags Pak mediation, Govt says

India nota dalal’ (broker) nation

ManojCG
New Delhi, March 25

ADAY afterUS President Donald
Trurnp called up Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and discussed
the eituarion in West Asia, the
government Wednesday in-
formed anall-party meetingthat
Maodi made it clear to Trump
thar India wanted tosee the war
coming toan endbecause it was
When Gpposition leaders
enguired if Pakistan'sroleasa
mediator between the US and
»COMTIMUED ON PAGE 2
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Congress MP Mukul Wasnik
after the all-party meeting onWest Asia crisis, Wednesday. i

Disruption hits
chemicals, steel,
aluminium,
textile, breweries

PratyushDeep
& RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, March 25

A5 THE energy shock waves
fromthe war in West Asia ravel
deeper, Indian manufacturers,
ranging from steel, aluminium,
textilesand even aleoholic bev-
erages, are beginning to report
operational disruptions ot ac-
count of surging freight rates,
stuck  shipments, gas
shortages  and  payment
issuies.

Much of this otiginates,
either directly or indirectly,
from the trade disruption
caused duetothe closure of the
Strait of Hormuz,

The Indian manufacturing
sector is grappling with uncer-
tainty due tocargo stuck at dif-
ferent stages of the supply
chain, which could raise the
cost of operations and even
limit production hours.

A Mumbai-headquartered
leading texrile brand told The
Indlan Express that they were
facing a severe shortage of raw
materials and were only left
with 30 days of stock as the
West Asia confliet had delayed
their import cargno.

=CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Iranreceives US proposals via Pakistan

limitson missiles and reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
waterway through which afifth
of theworld’s oilis shipped.

An Egyptian official in-
volved in the mediation efforts
saiditalso includesrestrictions
on Iran’s support for armed
groups. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss details not yet released.
Some of those points were non-
starters in negotiations before
the war: Tran has insisted it
won'tdiscussits ballistic missile
programme or its support of re-
gional militias, whichitviews as
key toitssecurity. And itsability
to control passage through the
Strait of Hormuz represents one
of its biggest strategic advan-
tages.

Iran’s attacks on regional
energy infrastructure along
with its restrictions on the strait
have sentoil prices skyrocketing
and sparked fears of a global
energy crisis, in turn putting
pressure on the USto find a way
to end the chokehold and calm
markets.

On Wednesday, as Iran
launched more attacks on Israel
and Gulf Arab countries, includ-
ing an assault that sparked a

huge fire at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport, it also continued
to come under attack.

At least 1,000 troops from
the 82nd Airbome Division will
be sent to the Mideast in the
coming days, three people with
knowledge ofthe planstold The
Associated Press. The para-
troopersare trained tojump into
hostile or contested areasto se-
cure key territory and airfields.
The Pentagon is alsoin the pro-
cess of sending about 5,000
more Marines, trained in am-
phibious assaults, and thou-
sands of sailors to the region.

The 15-point plannowinIra-
nian hands is “acomprehensive
deal” toreach a ceasefire, ac-
cording tothe Egyptian official.

Mediators are pushing for
possible in-person talks be-
tween the Iranians and the
Americans, perhaps as soon as
Friday in Pakistan, the Egyptian
and Pakistani officialssaid.

Trump has said the USis “in
negotiations right now” and
that the participants included
special envoy Steve Witkoff, his
son-in-law Jared Kushnet, Sec-
retary of State MarcoRubioand
VicePresidentJD Vance. He has
not disclosed who from Iran

theyareincontactwith, butsaid
“the other side, I can tell you,
they'dlike tomake a deal”

Iran’s Khatam Al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters, which
commandsthe regular military
and the paramilitary Revol-
utionary Guard, dismissed that.
Iranian leadershave repeatedly
denied talks are happening,
while acknowledging that the
foreign minister isin contact
with various countries but not
theUS or Israel.

“Our first and last word has
been the same from day one,
and it will stay that way: Some-
one like us will never come to
terms with someone like you,”
Lt Col Ebrahim Zolfaghari, a
spokesman for the head-
quarters, said in the video state-
ment aired on state television.
“Not now, not ever.”

Israeli officials, who have
been advocating for Trump to
continue the war against Iran,
were surprised by the sub-
mission of a ceasefire plan, ac-
cording to a person who was
briefed on the contours of the
proposal.

Any talks between the US
and Iran would face monumen-
tal challenges. It’s not clear who

in Iran’s government has the
authority to negotiate — or
would bewilling to, asIsrael has
vowed to continue killing the
country’s leaders.

Iran remains highly suspi-
cious of the US which twice
under the Trump administra-
tion has attacked during high-
level diplomatictalks, including
with the February 28 strikes that
started the current war.

“Wehaveavery catastrophic
experiencewith US diplomacy,”
Iranian Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Esmail Baghaei told
India Today Tuesday.

The Israeli military said
Wednesday afternoon it had
completed several waves of air-
strikes in Tehran. The army also
said that as part of its strikes a
day earlier ittargeted an Iranian
submarinedevelopmentcentre
inIsfahan.

Meanwhile, drone and
rocket fire from the [ran-back
Hezbollah militant group in Le-
banon continued unabated.
Since entering the fighting, the
group has fired rockets into
northernIsrael around the clock
each day, disrupting the lives of
hundreds of thousands of
people.— ASSOCIATED PRESS
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I[I'T Kharagpur, IM-A
leapin QS world varsity
ranks; ISM tops mining

I[IT Kharagpur up 23 ranks; II'T Delhi
& IIT Bombay slip on employer score

Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, March 25

REFLECTING STRIDES made
by the country’s educational in-
stitutions in engineering, man-
agement studies and market-
ing, the Indian School of Mines
(IT'T-ISM) Dhanbad and the In-
dian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad (IIM-A), followed
closely by IIT Kharagpur, have
emerged as the top-ranked In-
dian institutions in the QS
Quacquarelli Symonds World
University Rankings by Subject
2026, released Wednesday.

IIT-ISM Dhanbad ranked 21
in "‘Engineering - Mineral and
Mining’, while IIM Ahmedabad
ranked 21 in two subjects —
Business and Management
Studies and Marketing. [TT-ISM
Dhanbad was the highest-
ranked Indian institution last
year aswell, ranking 20 in min-
eral and mining engineering.

Atthe 22nd position thisyear,
IIT Kharagpur has jumped 23
ranks compared to last year’s45
in miningand mineral engineer-
ing category, breaking into the
global top 25 for the subject.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

SanskritillAS

GS 2: EDUCATION

INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE : 2

Q_Svarsity rankings

«Top5 ranks among Indianinstitutions

IeesEuEeon

1T-15M Dhanbad

.EI.IEH'IB!S\!- Maragement

1M Shredabad Fudes
Markating

IIT Kraragpur

Swvonthalnatinite

of Madical and Denbstry

Tachmical Soientes

INU

* DETIT ENTRF I SRR

Enginoering-Mnoeml & Mining

Enginesrng-Mineral & Mining

.E'EN opment Sudies

SOLIMOT OF WORLD LINKT RS PASSINGS. BF SUBITT JHGE

In the bread ‘Enginecring
anel Terhmology” categary, five
17T fisttunes b e ghiokol Lop 100,
bt e spen adrop in the rmnk:
inags commpared bo last year, The
I el e ropped 107t
= from 36 |ast yeario 3athisyear,
Both [T Kanpur (Fram 72 bist

Explaining the dropamong
the IFT& in the Engineering and
Technelagy careory, 8 sald,
“Far [IT Deethiand IIT Boenbay,
the employer reprusacion score
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LPG DISTRIBUTORS WILL NOTIFY CONSUMERS ABOUT THE 3-MONTH COUNTDOWN

Switch to piped gas if available
orlosc LPG supply, says govt

‘LPG supply will cease if a household
does not apply for PNG within three
months of receiving communication’

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 25

HOUSEHOLDS USING lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) will
have to mandatorily shift to
piped natural gas (FNG) in
and supplies are available, ac-
cording (o a governiment order
aimed ar accelerating natural
gas netwark expansion and re-
ducing dependenceon LPG.

With the war in West Asia
severely hitting India’s LPGim-
ports, the government hashesn
appealing to consumers to
switch to PNG ifitis vailable in
their vicinity to take some
prem.lg;e_:gﬂ of LPG supplies.
Some city gas distribution
{CGD) companleshave also an-
nounced incentives like some
volumes of free gas and walver
of connection charges toen-
£OUTAZE CONSUMEYS tn sign up
for FNG connections.

The Centre has also urged
statesto help expedite PNG net-
work expansion, and has even
offered additional commercial
LPG allocation if they take
certain specific measures in
this regard.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MOPNG) has
notified the Matural Gas and
Petroleum Products Distribu-
tion (Through Laying, Build-
ing,  and Expansion
of Pipelines and Other Facil-
ities} Order, 2026 under the Es-
sential Commedities Act. The
order aims to facilitate the ex-
pansion of FNG networks, im-

prove last-mile connectivity,
and promote a shift towards
natural gas for cooking, trans-
port, and industrial purposes.
The order— the government
expects— willhelp freeup LPG
supplies from areas that have
PNG connectivity, allowing
those volumes to reach con-
sumers In areas that currently
don’t have PNG infrastructiire.
Accordingtothe order, LPG
supply shall cease if a house-
held does net apply fora PNG
connection—despite it being
available—within threa
menths of receiving formal
communication to become a
PNG consumer. Also, ifthe resi-
dentwelfare association or the
property owner fails to grant
pernmission for clty gas pipe-
lines 1o be laid for the purpose
ofproviding FING connections,
LP supplies will stop three
months after a notice is issued
in this regard! [n both these
scenarios, residents will be
notified of this three-month
countdown by their LPG dis-
tributors “cither by text mess-
agc or telephonically or by re-
corded voice message™. LPG
supplies will continue only in
cases where itis technically in-
feasible forthe awthorised CGD
operator to provide PNG
supply; no objection certifi-
cates will be provided to con-
sumers insuch cases.
According to Petroleum
Ministry Joint Secretary Sujata
Sharma, there are around 60
lalsh households in India that
have PNG infrastructure avail-

|

The Central government has also urged statesto help expedite

PNG network expansion.

able in their vicinicy, but con-
tinue to use LPG.

she infermed that so farin
March. around 2.5 lakh new
PNG connactions—domesstic
and commercial—have been
provided and 2.2 lakh LPG
users have shifted to PNG,

Sharma said that this move
is intended to reduce India's
high import dependency for
LPG, due to which the ongoing
West Asiacrisis has had suchan
impact on LPG supplies,

Indiadepends onimporsio
meet 60% of its LPG require-
meent, and 90% of the imports
come from West Asia viathe
critical chokepoint of the Strait
of Hormuz, wherevessel move-
ments have all but come to a
halt. By contrast, India’s re-
liance on imports for natural
gasis around 50, and 55-60%

REUTERS

Of LNG imports come through
the Stralt of Hormuz. Also. i

themostvulnerable segmentof
honsehold consumers, India
hasahuge LPGoonsumer hase
with 33.3 crore domestic con-
nections,

Households with PNG con-
necticns are far fewer at about
1.6 crore. [n the current scen-
ario, priority scctors continue
toreceive protected natural gas
supplies, including 100%
supply to the household PNG
and CNG for ransport seg-
ments, while supplies to indus-
trial and commercial con-
sumers are being regulated at
around 8%

The LPG supply constraint
has forced the government to
heavily cut supplies to com-
mereial and industrial con-
sumers in an effort to ensure

* DIRESTRAITS

® Thereare around 60 |akh
househaolds that have PNG infra-
structure avzailable in theirviein-
ity, but they continue to use LPG

® Sofarin March, around 2.5 lakh
new PNG connections—do-
mesticand commercial— have
besn provided and 2.2 lakh LPG
users have shiftad to PNG

® Priority sectors continue to re-
ceive protected natural gas
supplies. including 1007% supply
tothe household PNG and CNG
fortransport segments

@ The LPG supply constraint has
forced the government to heavily
cut supplies ta cammaercialand
industrial consumersin an effort
to ensure uninterrupted supplies
to crores of households

uninterrupted supplies o
crores of households that use
the fuel for cooking. Addi-
tionally, the government or-
dered refiners to maximise LPG
production, and directed them
to divert propane, butang, and
other streams from petro-
chemical manufacturing to
LPG production.

These measures haveled to
anincreaseof 40% in domestic
LPG production vis-a-vis pre-
West Asia conflict levels, which
means that Indla’s own LPG
production is now meeting
roughly 55% of the conncry's
demand versus 40% eatlier.

Once the requisite pipeling
infrastructure is established,
PNG scoreshigher than LPG in
terms of convenience forusers,

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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IRAN WAR HAS LED TO SURGE IN ASIAN LNG PRICES

Why Europe-bound LNG
cargoes are now headed
to Asia, including India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 25

including India.

According to maritime firm
MarineTraffic, around 11 LNG
tankers originally bound for
Europe have diverted to Asia
since March 3 "as buyers re-
spond totightening supply and
rising spot prices following the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and outages at Qatar's Ras Laf-
fan LNG complex™.

“The latest diversion in-
volves the LING camier La Seine.,
which altered course from
Montoir (France) to Asla on 19
March after loading in the
United States. Othervessels, in-
cluding BW Brussels and LNG
Cross River, are now heading
toward Dahej, India, while ad-
ditional cangoes are signalling
destinations in Taiwan
and East Asia,~ Mari-
neTraffic said Monday.

According to indus-
try insiders and experns,
the trend of LNG car-
goes diverting to Asia could
continue going forwand, as long
s LNG flows through the Strait
of Hormuz remain heavily dis-

%m & A

‘o compete with Europe:
r LNG supplies from alter
inative sources, even at soaring
iprices. In the current sc
whiere the physical =
isclearly present, supply secur-

Dwe tothe surge in Asian LNG prices, cangoes — avan from faraway
LIS —are heading to Asia instead of Europe. AP

at least for sectors where LNG
use is critical and demand in-
alastie Apan from India, coun-
tries that are in the market to
cover supply shortages from

West Asia include the likes of

South Korea, Japan, Thalland,
Taiwan, and Bangladesh, ac-
cording to analysts.

Hormuz closure &
Qataroutage

9 Most of the LNG ex-
pons from West Aslade-

pend on the Strait of

Hormuz to enter the Interna-
tional market. With vessel

This has forced India and
the other buyers to scout for
LNG from alternative geo-
graphies through spot market
purchases, which has led toa
surge in Asian LNG prices,
making it lucrative for cargoes
even from faraway geographies
like the US to head to Asia in-
stead of Europe,

The Strait of Hormue, under
normal circumstances, ac-
counted for one-Afth of global
LNG flows. As for India, 55-60%
of the country's LNG Imports—
mainly supplies from Qatar
and the UAE—depend on the
strait. Indindependson LNG to
meet around half of its natural
gas requirement, which means
that the West Asia war has ef-
fectively made 30%: of India's
natural gas supply unavailable.

Apant fromthe effective halt
in shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, QatarEnergy has
also suspended LNG produc-
tonat its Nagship Ras Laffan fa-
cility, which came under attack
twice, QatarEnergy's primary
LNG production units, ligue-
faction plants, and export infira-
structure are all concentrated
in Ras Laffan, making it the
world's largest LNG hub that
acoounts for roughly a fifth of

Blolal LNG supply. Although

QatarEnergy has so far not
mentioned the Impact on
supplies to India, there have
been concerns that long-term
LNG flowsto India could be im-
pacted. FULL REPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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