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SC upholds SIR as EC’s constitutional duty

Court says EC has constitutional duty to verify
citizenship for inclusion or exclusion from rolls

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
upheld the special

of

intensive revision (SIR)
electoral rolls as an exer-
cise done by the Election
Commission (EC) in furthe-
rance of its constitutional
obligation to conduct free
and fair elections.

“SIR bears a direct nex-
us to the constitutional
goal of a free and fair elec-
tion. Free and fair elec-
tions do not rest merely
upon the mechanics of
polling. They equally de-
pend upon the integrity,
accuracy, and purity of the
electoral roll which forms
the foundation of the de-
mocratic s8,” a Bench
of Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi said.

‘The judgment
the constitutionality of the
Bihar SIR will have an im-
pact on next rounds of SIR.

o
precedent for enrolment
lin electoral rolls]. The EC, in the

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

The court di d the

hip,” Chief

view of the petitioners that
the SIR was a backdoor at-
tempt to conduct citizen-
ship screening in the name
of “purifying” the electoral
roll of aliens. The EC was
well within its authority to
verify citizenship to the li-
mited extent of determin-
ing inclusion or exclusion
from the electoral roll, it
said. “Citizenship is a con-
dition precedent for enrol-
ment. The EC, in the
course of preparing or re-
vising electoral rolls, is un-
doubtedly empowered to
examine questions bearing

upon
Justice Kant, who authored
the 124-page judgment,
observed.

Adjudication of cases
The court directed the poll
body to refer, within the
next four weeks, the
names of electors who
‘were part of the 2003 elec-
toral roll but were purged
in the Bihar SIR on the
grounds of being non-citi-
zens, to the Centre for ad-
judication by a competent
authority under the Citi-
zenship Act.

The authority must de-

EC asked to refer names of purged Bihar electors
to Centre for adjudication under Citizenship Act

Respectfully
disagree: Cong.

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday
said it “respectfully disagreed”
with the Supreme Court order
upholding the legality of the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls. » PAGE 4

Verdict a defeat
for Congress: BJP

NEW DELHI

The BJP on Wednesday hailed
the Supreme Court verdict on
the SIR, describing it as a
defeat of the Congress and its
allies on “constitutional”
grounds. » PAGE 4

cide their cases before the
next Vidhan Sabha or local
body elections. Their
names should be restored
to the rolls if they are
found to be citizens.

The second phase of the
SIR, covering 51 crore vo-
ters in 12 States and Union
Territories, including West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala, had commenced
even as the challenge to
the exercise in Bihar was
pending in the Supreme
Court.

The Bench also directed
that persons domiciled in
Bihar, whose names may

have been wrongly deleted
on the grounds of absence,
death, duplication or shift-
ing could challenge the
EC’s decision before the
courts. The final Bihar
electoral roll published on
September 30 last year
contained 7.42 crore elec-
tors, compared with 7.89
crore when the SIR was
notified by the EC on June
24, 2025.

The court said the SIR
did not supplant the Re-
presentation of the People
Act (RP Act) or the Regis-
tration of Electors Rules of
1960. Rather, it breathed

life into the constitutional
mandate of Article 324
(EC's power to conduct
and supervise elections).

Cogent justifications
The court said the EC had
“cogent justifications” to
conduct the SIR, namely
the passage of more than
two decades since the last
intensive revision, large-
scale additions and dele-
tions over that period, ra-
pid urbanisation, migra-
tion, and the resulting
possibility of repeated or
defective entries. The
court said the electoral roll
was not a static document
and must evolve in res-
ponse to changes in popu-
lation, residence, and
eligibility.

It rejected the petition-
ers’ argument that the SIR
did not have an empirical
foundation. Chief Justice
Kant justified that large-
scale tion, non-re-
porting of deaths, and du-
plication of entries were

The second phase of the SIR commenced even as
a challenge was pending in the Supreme Court

matters of “common admi-
nistrative experience”.

The Bench said the
Commission’s supervisory|
authority under Article 324
was a “continuous wellspr-
ing of power” encompass-
ing every facet and stage of]
the electoral machinery to|
ensure the sanctity of the
democratic process.

SIR suffering
The court refused to be-|
lieve that the SIR caused
suffering. It said appro-|
priate safeguards were in
place or introduced to mi-
tigate hardship and arbi-|
trary exclusion. These in
d the inclusion of]
Aadhaar as the 12th “indi-
cative” document for citi-
zenship verification; a di-
rection to publish the|
complete list of approxi-
mately 65 lakh excluded|
electors in Bihar and the|
active assistance rendered|
by the booth-level agent o
political parties at the
grassroot level.
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Health expenses dip as govt. spend rises

The out-of-pocket expenditure as a share of the total health expenditure has been calculated as 434% in 2022-23, as against 64.2% in 2013-14: the

Ministry credits the results to operationalisation of Ayushman wellness centres; the share of private health insurance has also increased, report says

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

oncurrent with the
C increase in govern-

ment health expen-
diture, the out-of-pocket
expenditure (OOPE) share
in total health expenditure
has declined by 21%, from
2013-14 till date, noted the
National Health Accounts
(NHA) estimates for India
2022-23, released by the
Union Health Ministry on

The OOPE as a share of
the total health expendi-
ture has been calculated as
434% in 202223, as
against 64.2% in 2013-14.

“This declining trend of
OOPE indicates the im-
proved access to health
services, leading to re-
duced financial burden on
the households,” said a se-
nior Health Ministry offi-

cial. He added that this is
also the impact of opera-
tionalisation of more than
1.8 lakh Ayushman Arogya
Mandir wellness centres
across the country, provid-
ing preventive and curative
healthcare services closer
to the community.

These centres provide
free services across 12 ex-
panded packages, includ-
ing reproductive and child
health, communicable/
non-communicable diseas-
es, free drugs/diagnostics
services, teleconsultations,
and  preventive  care
through wellness sessions.

“These measures have
reduced the episodes of
sickness. On in-depth ana-
lysis, it has been observed
that the purchase of phar-
maceuticals, including
health supplements, vita-
mins, protein and other
supplements [from well-

A medical shift

The chart shows India’s
year-wise share of out-of-pocket
expenditure (OOPE) in total
health expenditure (THE)

over the years

82 06 g

OOPE as a % of THE

2013-2014

60
488 482
471 as 4 84
40 :
20 I
0

2018-2019 2022-2023

Source: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

ness centres], is the main
driver of OOPE in the cur-
rent estimates,” the Minis-
try said.

The NHA 2022-23 is the
10® report on health ex-
penditure estimates pre-
pared by the National

Health Accounts Technical
Secretariat (NHATS), Na-
tional Health Systems Re-
source Centre, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
using the System of Health
Accounts (201)
framework.

The part reasons of
OOPE in current

estimates is purchase
of pharmaceuticals
and supplements
from govt. centres

The report indicates an
increase in the share of go-
vernment health expendi-
ture in the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). It
has risen from 1.15% in
2013-14 to 1.43% in 2022-23.

Similarly, health expen-
diture’s share in general
government expenditure
has increased from 3.78%
to 4.89% over the same pe-
riod.

In per capita terms, go-
vernment health expendi-
ture has increased nearly
2.7 times, from 31,042 to
%2,786 between 2013-14
and 2022-23.

To address the emer-
gency COVID pandemic sit-
uation, the government in-
creased the health
expenditure significantly
to 1.84% of GDP in 2021-22
towards managing the pan-
demic situation given these
additional spending by the
government as a one-time
measure, OOPE as a per-
centage of total health ex-
penditure during this pe-
riod also declined to
39.4%.

Inter-temporal compari-
sons also reveal a positive
trend in the growth of so-
cial security expenditure.
Spending here increased
substantially from 6% in
2013-14 to 9.9% in 2022-23.

The share of private
health insurance has also
increased, from 3.4% to
9.2%, clearly indicating im-
proved health-seeking be-
haviour due to awareness.
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The battle against AI misinformation

ndia is rowards
Viksit Bharat 2047 with the

economic growth, and in
order t emerge as a technology
leader. One of the major areas that
India is concentrating on is the
Arrificial Intelligence (AD front.
However, a question that needs a
definite answer is: what will
India’s policy be with reference to
rapidly developing Al tools? While
India’s aspirarion 1o attan the
sratus of a global Al hub is
conunendable, Indian

policies
Al 1ools should
e e

Al systemns are  now capable of
producing highly sophisticated,
text-heavy images akin toa
professional newspaper or a
scientific research paper. In most
cases, these are almost

from authentic
images taken with the helpof a
camera, or scanned originals. This
model can pull up data from the
web portal and provide details of
the image with near accurate
information.

'l'lm:,lllmﬂl this laundh, Al
image has entered a
new era. It is no longer a simple
recreational model for a user to
dabble with and post on social
media platforms to follow a rend;
rather, it poses serious concerns in
the domain of cyber-crime, theft
and digital decait.

Social nerworking platforms
such as Facebook, Instagram and
even LinkedIn are flooded with
Al-generated content often leaving
users wondering abour the
veracity of the information they
consume. The current version of
CharCPT and similar platforms

Assistant Professor at
KIT Schoo| of Law,
KT Deemed to be
University,
Bhubaneswar

[ .
N.5. Amogh Simha
Advocate, Madras
High Court and
Founder of Ashwin &

Amogh Law
Chambars, Chennai

While the
country seeks to
establish itself
as a global Al
leader, it must
develop a
robust legal
[ramework that
would
effectively
address the
issues of
misinformation,
identity misuse
and
manipulation

allow such content to be released
disproportionately on social
media platforms. Sinee such

are primarily accessed
g through thelr mobile
phones, which have limited screen
sizes, the ability to verify such
content hecomes

and
e

gene posted on
these platforms as real,

For instance, a post on
Linkedin about publishing a new
research paper, along with the
image ol the fist page of the paper
which might contain all necessary
details such as the name of the
Journal and author creclentials,
might just be fake and
nuneexistent, However, this can be
verified by other users only if they
check the database; most users are
unlikely to fact-check such
Information.

Educational institutions and
genuine academic publishers who
strive to maintain originality face
challenges as Al systems can
fabricate mark sheets, degree
certificates and research papers.

The persuasive effect of

YVarious implications
Cybercrimes related to identity
thefts have also multiplied in the
recent .

Additionally, celebrities have
filed petitions before various High
Courts of India seeking protection
of their perscnality rights, and
protection aganst the
umanthorized usage of their
likeness n image, voice and name
using Al Although varicus
individuals have filed such cases,
India has yet to formulate a sound
legislative response to this
emerging challenge. The
implications of Al-generated
content also pose risks in terms of

evidence or pleadings that are
submitted before courts using Al
platforms. The Supreme Court
and other High Courts, such as the
Bombay High Court, have
disparaged such usage and have
also imposed costs on lawyers
who adopt Al-generated
arguments without verifving the
submissions and cases clied
therein,

Need for regulation
India therefore stands ar a critcal
crossroads at present. While the
country secks to establish itself as
a ginba:{ Al leader, it must develop
a robust legal tramework that
would effectively address the
issues of misinformation, identity
misuse and manipulation. The
challenge at hand is to craft a
halanced regulatory framework
one that encourages innovations
and technological advancemenis
while simultancously ensuring
accountability from platforms and
safegnarding the authenticity of
thie digital ecosystenm.

India’s

Information Technology Rules,
21026 mandate the disclosure of

Al-generated/altered content
throughout the video. They have
also attempted to revamp the
age-old in  liability
framework with the stipulated
timeline of three hours to remove
synthetically generated content
upon receiving a court order or
government notification. They
alen mandare that personal

filed by users must be

develop a code of ethics for Al
plaﬂnmmprmtthunfmm

mﬂiﬁﬁﬂmtﬁtmﬂlﬁﬂ

news. Beyond the quintessential
legal and regulatory rameworks,
there is a need for developing
digital and Al literacy amongst the
public at large. Unless users
themselves develop the capacity
tocritically evalnate a particnkar
digical content and verify the same
before dissemination, these issues
will continue to linger.




IMPORTANT EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Sansk?tn IAS

GS3: DISASTER MANAGEMENT
INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE: 12

When night falls, and
temperature doesn’t

Rane
DasGupPTA

Arecent study
has established
strong
evidence of an
increased
mortality risk
associated with
hot-night
indices in most
regions across
the world. This
was found tobe
independent of
any association
with daytime
temperature

ELHI HAS recorded the hot-

test May in 14 years, with the

minimum temperature 55C

above normal. The occur-

rence of daytime-only heat-
wavesisincreasingly shifting tomighttime-
only and day-night compound hearwaves,
and the convenrional "hot day and coal
night” is no longer the case.

A recent analysis reveals that Warm

High night temperatures have abearing
on both sleep quantity and quality, and the
nocturmal recovery of the body from diumal
heat stress. Body temperature falls after
sleep onset, and the set point for thermo-
regulation is adjusted to a lower level.
Humid heat exposure (during sleep time)

Accounting for two thermal indices —
hot night excess and hot night duration —
a recent study has established strong evi-
dence of an increased monality nisk associ-
ated with hot-night indicesin most regions
across the world. This was found to be in-
dependent of any association with daytime
temperature. The “hot night excess™ has
been associated with increased hospital ad-
mission and mortality risks from condi-
and dementia.

Ewen a night’s lack of sleep has negative
implications for cognitive ability, immune
system, mood changes, quality of life and
social activity: Indoor overheating is critical
in bedrooms and isa key determinant of re-
storative sleep. The intersection of urban
heat exposure and housing vulnerability
gaining attention. Recent observations in
Chennai revealed that indoortemperatunes
remained in the 32°-35.5°C range, and even
exceeded 35°C. Prevailing relative humiadity
adds another layer of heat stress. Reports in-
dicate the IMD is considering revising the
criteria for declaring heatwave conditions

in coastal regions.

Several factors contribute to high in-
doortemperatures. External shades, atra-
ditional consideration for residential
housing sites, are increasingly less so.
Awnings, solar screens and blinds can
help with indoor cooling. Cross-ventila-
tion helps, but modern apartment build-
ings are often deficient on this count;
opening windows during high-heat diur-
nal hours is not advisable. Rooms in low-
income settlements typically have low
ceilings without enough space for “strat-
ification” (warmer air near the ceiling and
cooler air closer to the floor). | ndoor elec-
trical gadgets radiate heat, and switching
to low-energy/thermally efficient equip-
ment reduces il to some extent.

Permanent indoor alterations are costly.
difficulr to make and not suitable for ten
ants. Measures toimprove shading include
installing moveable/removable shading
above, around, or on windows and doors,
and shades for open spaces like verandas.
Installing hlinds and placing leafy greenin-
door plants by windows improve intermal
shading in rooms exposed to direct sun-
light. Ceiling fans certainly improve vent-
lation, but tend to spread the heat around
ifthe temperature is above 35°C.

It is generally difficult and expensive (o
cool the entire home. One or two rooms are
best kept cool. and as little ime as possible
is spent in rooms that receive direct sunlight
or kitchens. A shower before bed reduces
body temperature slowly and avoids the risk
of overheating. A glass of cold water before
bed and loose clothing also help.

While heat-related montality risk and
advisories focus on peak daytime tempera-
tures or exposure across the entire day, it is
difficult 1o adapt to the consequences of
nighttime exposure and high indoor heat.
India needs to respond to this challenge,
taking into account both climatic and so-
cioeconomic contexts.

The writer is chanrperson, Centre of Social
Medicine and Commumity Health. INU. anda
coflaborzator in the Wellcome Trust-supported
‘Economic and Health Impact Assessment of
Hesat Adaptation Action: Case studies from
Indiz. Views are personal
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On India-US, symptoms are being managed,
not underlymg MAGA unpredictability

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THARDOR

HEN PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi met
President Donald Trump
at the White House in
February 2025, the airwas
thick with the celebratory rhetoricof a geo-
political romance destined to define the Zist
century. For 25 vears — a golden quarter-
century bookended by Bill Clinton's trans-
fnnmli\revislt to New Delhi in 2000 and
that Febr i fia-US re-
hﬂuﬂﬂpupﬂmd on a seemingly unas-
sailable, ascendant trajectory.
‘This historic warming rested on several
throughout the
first quarter of the century, There was a
widespread wathat no fi tal
strategic or systemic incompatibilities
existed between the two nations and their
geopolitical interests, broadly defined. As
vibrant democracies, it was believed that
‘Washington and New Delhi had far morein
commaon than their evident, mostly ma-
terial and cultural, differences. The prinei-
pal threattoboth countries was unmistak-
ably the same —|a ¥ising, increasingly
assertive, and revisionist China. Fur-
thermore, the United States appeared to
hawve outgrown its Cold War-era hvphena-
tionofIndiawith Pakistan, clearly seeing the
former’s rise as invaluable to world order
and the latter as an unrelizble, terrorist-en-
ahling disruptor. Finally, emerging global

trends in technology, supply chains, world
trade, and investment all found India and

theLBmﬁnmadchmnHeswiwse
intrinsic strengths were mutually compat-
ible. Driven by these certainties, New Delhi

Then, abruptly, came the Trump wreck-
ing ball. Over the past vear, the Trump ad-

pensable strategic connterweight in the
Indo-Pacific, Washington's transactional
“America First” doctrine has treated New
Delhi as an economic adversary and a geo-
political afterthought.

Themost visceral shock has been econ-
omic, shattering the illusion of seamless
trade convergence, Trump'’s aggressive re-
litigation of trade halances resulted in the
sudden imposition of sweeping universal
tariffs on Indian steel, aluminium, and tex-
tiles, accompanied by a public branding of
Indiaasthe “tariffking”. For an Indian econ-
omy banking on “friend-shoring” (the in-
tentional redirection of global supply
chainsaway from China), thisblunt protec-
tionism has been a mude awakening, prov-
Ing that Washington is less interested in
building resilient economic partnerships
than inclosing its borders to most imports,
friendly or otherwise.

ministration has sy ically trashed
these long-held assumptions, leaving Indian
policymakers deeply shaken and confused
aboiut the hasic premises of their foreign pol-
icy. Rather than treating India as an indis-

ILLUSTRAIION: C R SASKUMAR

ture towards China. The pattern of dis-
ruption extended to the human sphere,
wherethe administration’s drastic tighten-
ingofH-1B visacapsand increased scrutiny
of tech-worker renewals targeted the
human bridge connecting Silicon Valley
with Bengalury, severely disrupting the
high-techtrustunderlying theirjoint tech-
nology initiatives. Perhaps most alarm-
the post-Cold War

the Subcontinent began toblur as Washing-
‘tom, in its haste to pressure Iran and secure
transactional regional exits, re-engaged
with Islamabad on mediation and intelli-
gence-sharing, forginginvestment partner-
ships in cryptoand minerals, hailing Asim
Muniras the US President's “favourite field
marshal®, and sending shivers through our
security establishment.

Itwas against thisbackdrop of stnuctural
fraying and motinting mistrust that US Sec-

Simultaneously, retary of Stare Maroo Rubio arrived. Widely
tegic compatibility crumbled under the viewed as a much-needed damage-coritrol
s exercise, Rubio's visit sought ioinject 2 dose

proach to global conflicts. As India main- aftraditional genpoliticshack intoa relation-
Russia ship on the verge of transactional derail-

and sustained its historical de- ment. As an institutional hawkon
fence ties with Moscow, the White Vi rviewed as i China, Rubiorepresentsthe faction
House aggressively brandished ’ :l‘g;‘;f“m‘“ lmw.]-; within Washington that still views
the threat of CAATSA sanctions, e AImage-control the Indo-Pacific through a struc-
afath pace N exercise, Rubio’s visit sought to  gurallens rather than a balance-of-
previously enjoyed to navi- inject adose of traditional payments ledger. To some extent,

its com Eurasian s f he succeeded in limiting the im-
deneies and replacing it with a geopoliticsbackintoa mediatebleeding. Rubio waseffec-

rigid:
parallel, blithe talkofa "G2" raised
questionsabout the US's basic pos-

relationshiponthevergeol 0 o conarating the noisy trade
transactional derailment

rhetoric of the Oval Office fromthe
e, institutional mechanics ofbi-

lateral security cooperation. By utilising his
time in New Delhi to reaffirm American
commitmenttothe Quad, fast-track pending
defence transfers like the co-production of
jetengines, sign an agreement on strategic
minerals cooperation and frame India’s se-
«curity as an absolute requirement for Ameri-
«can dominance in the Indian Ocean, Rubio
offered India a comforting echo of the pre-
2025consensus. By returning to the familiar
language of anti-hegemonic balancing
against China, he temporarily restored a
sense of shared purp ose.

However, a single successful diplomatic
visit cannot completely undo a year of sys-
temic WNEESR. While Rubio effectively
managed the acute symptoms of the crum-
bling partnership, the underlying disease —
the radical unpredictability of Washington's
transactional MAGA foreign policy — re-
mains uncured. To genuinely rebuild the
trust that has been destroyed over the past
12months, bothcapitals must movebeyond
high-level rhetoric and commit to concrete
structural assurances,

saries. Furthermore, the USmust accept that
Tnclia will alweays maintain an independent
redationship with Russia and a distinet pos-
ture on Central Asia, acknowledging that
trust can only be restored if Washington
stops treating strategic divergence as a sign
of betrayal. To dispel doubts about China,
Trumpmust attend a Quad summitinIndia
soon. Finally, critical technology pipelines
require the free movementof both data and
brains, meaning both countries need 1o in-
sulate high-tech immigration pathways
fromthe broader. highly politicised domestic
debates over American border crossings.
The past year has delivered a sobering,
necessary lesson to New Delhi: The &tra-

The:writer is & fourth-term Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha) for Thiruvananthapuram and
chairman of the Parfiamentary Standing
Committes on Extarnal Affairs
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