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NEW FLIGHT TO UTTAR PRADESH’S GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT: CM YOG
PM opens Jewar airport, flags ethanol
pushas shield against energy crisis
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Governor Anandiben Patel, Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu and Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya in Jewar on Saturday. Praveen kHuNNA

its role of farmers, %pecla]]y

sugaicant gmwers in W%te:m UP

Neetika Jha
New Delhi, March28

AMID THE war in West Asia,
Prime Minister Narendra Modl

.Sgtllrd?‘",__' Tesse _mt

muntryf ﬂ:rmgh the glatml
energy crisis, and acknowl-

~ Speaking at the inaugur-
ation of Phase I ofthe NoidalIn-
ternational Airport (NTA) in
Jewar, Modi highlighted the

significant role of ethanol pro-
duced from sugarcane and
said, “Ifthe production of etha-
nol had not increased, and its
blending with petrol, then the
countrywould have had to im-
portan additional 4.5 crore bar-
rels, which is almost 700 crore
litres of crude oil, every year...”
The PM was accompanied

by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, UP Governor
Anandiben Patel, Union
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Jewar airport

Aviation Minister Rammohan
Naidu and several ministers of
the UPgovernmentattheevent.
Phase I, spanning an area of
1,334 hectares, includes one ter-
minal and a runway.

Atthe ceremony, the PM said
the airport would be inaugur-
ated by everyone present. “Turn
on the flashlights of your phone
and now youwill inaugurate the
airport,” he said to the crowd as
people chanted "Modi, Modi'.

Addressing the gathering, he
said: "You are all seeing how
worried the whole world is

Noting that India imports a
very large quantity of crude oil
and gas from the conflict-af-
fected region, he said the gov-
ernment has been taking steps
to ensure such crises do not im-
pose an undue burden on

citizens. “Every countryistrying

something or the other and our
India is also fighting this crisis
with all its strength. It is relying
onthestrength of itscitizens,” he
said.

“We have to face this crisis
calmly, with patience, unity...
What is in the interest of India,
that is the policy and strategy of
the Indian government,” hesaid,
cautioning against misinforma-
tion and political statementsthat
could harm national interests.

he

said.

Speaking about the Noida
Airport, the PM said India's lar-
gest state has now become one of
the states with the highest
numberof international airports.
He described it as a “symbol of
the development of Uttar Pra-
desh” and of ‘India’s new spirit’.

In his address, CM Aditya-
nath said the inauguration of
NIA had provided anewflightto
UP’s growth and development.
“[1t] was part of the decision
wherethe publicgets relief. This
will present UP on the map of
Mmﬂmwm” he

Ra.efe'.rﬂn,gt-:rthf:gl{)l:!alm'lsm.h
Adityanathsaid, “Theworldisin
doubt. Prices of petroleum prod-
uctsaretouchingthe skybutitis
controlled in India and its
supply issmooth...”
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MILITARY OPS SET TO CONCLUDE IN WEEKS: RUBIO

[ran war expands
as Yemen’s Houthis
fire missiles at Israel

12 US service
personnel injured
in attack on base
in Saudi Arabia

Menna AlaaElDin,
Nayera Abdallah
&HumeyraPamuk
Caire, Dubai, March 28

YEMEN'S IRAN-ALIGNED
Houthls launched misslles at
[srael on Saturday, their first
suchattacksince the start of the
[ran war, heightening the risk
that a conflict now in its fifth
week could expand further
across the region.

Speaking before the strike,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said the United States expected
toconclude military operations
within weeks, but the Houthis
said they would continue their
operations until the “aggres-
gion” on all fronts ended.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshlkian spoke to Pakistan's
Prime Minister, ShehbazSharif,
whose gOvVelll ent hosts a
meeting with the Turkish and

#*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

» Thetwo chokepoints
i Iran
Israel %
Ly
B
G"J' O |
Egypt Saudi Straitof
: Arabia .
%‘ UAE Hormuz
Sudan 039 Oman
Eritrea Yemen
Babel-Mandeb
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Sri Lanka’s supplies hit,
India sends fuel shipment

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 28
IN Asignificantoutreach, Indiay
ihas sent a shipment of fuel to]
i51i Lanka, days after the phonej
iconversation between Prime)
Mnlﬂt&l‘ Narendra Modi Eﬂdl
fl.Lanien Presloant Anurg
F uel hllumu:,c mel ]_:l;u]iu bury-
ing have led to quenes in the is-

land nation, which depends on

imports for itsenergy demand.
"...A shipment of 38,000
MT (metrlc tonnes) of petro-
leum, of which 20,000 MT is
diesel and 18,000 MT petrol,
has arrived in Colombo today
28th March, 2026," the [ndian
High Commission in Colombo
said inastatement.
“Lanka I0C had earlier
“CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SECOND CALL SINCE WAR BEGAN

Modi, Saudi
Crown Prince

discuss West
Asiacontlict

Shubhzjit Roy
New Delhl, March 28

FRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi spoke to Saudi Arabia's
Crown Frince Mohammed bin
Salman on Saturday and they
“agreed on the need to ensure
freedom of navigation and

keeping shipping lines open
and secura”.

Modi also condemned the
attacks on regional energy in-
frastructure — a reference to
Iranian attacks on energy in-
stallations in the Gulfincluding
Sandi Arabia and Qatar.

Thiswas their second con-
versation since the war started
on Fehruary 28, when the U5
and Israel attacked Iran, and
Tehran counter-attacked (15
military bases, facilities and
personnelin the Gulfregion, as
well as energy infrastructure
there —expanding the theatre
ol the conflict.

After the call, PM Modi
posted on X: "Spoke with
Crown Prince and PM of Saudi
Arabla, HEH Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and dis-
cussad the ongping conflict in
West Asiz. 1 reiterated India's
condemnation ofattacks onre-
gienal energy infrastructure.
We agreed on the need to en-
sure freedomof navigation and
keeping shipping lines open
and secura.”

“Thanked him for his con-
tinued support for the welfare
of the Indian community in
Sandi Arabin,” hesaid, referring
tothe 271akh Indians living and
warking in the country. There
are shot one crore Indians in
the Gulfand West Asian region.

After the March 2 phone
conversation — their st con-
tact after the war began — PM
Modl had said they discussed
the evolving situation in West

m EXPLAINED

Diplomatic bind
SandiArabia has been
navigatinga difficult
situationdiplomatically, as
ithoststhe Americanmili-
tary and is perceived tobe
helpingthe Usagainstlran.

Asiaand India condemned the
recent attacks on Saudi Arabia
in violation of its soversignty
and territorial integrity, “We
agreed that the carliest restora-
tion of regional peace and sta-
bility is of utmost opotance.
Ithanked himn for looking after
the well-being of the Indian
community in these difficult
times,” he had said.

Iran has engaged in retali-
atory strikes, with reports of
drones and missiles targeting
the Prince Sultan Alr Base
(zouth of Rivacdh), where 115
personnel are  statloned.
Twelve US troopswereinjured,
twoofthemseriously, inan Irs-
nian military strike on Prince
Sultan Air Bass, a US official
told Reuters on Friday.

Iran hastargeted key Saudi
Arameo energy facilities, in-
cluding the massive Ras Ta-
nura refinery and a SAMREF
refinervin Yanbu, cansingfires
and temperary shutdowns.
Theseincidents, amid widerre-
gionalconflict invobving US-Is-
raeli strikes on Iran. forced a
precautionary reduction in op-
erations, sent Brent Crude
prices up by 8-10% and dis-
miptad glohal shipping. Tran-
backed outhis in Yanen have
engaged in broader conflict, in-
creasing the risk of renewed at-
tacks om Sandi infrasmicnire,
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AGREEMENT INCLUDES EXCHANGE OF EXPERTISE IN COUNTERING MISSILES AND UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS

Zelenskyy signs defence deals with Saudi
&Qatar, expands gulf drone cooperation

AmonthintoIran war,
Trump faces tough calls

Iran clalms strike
on Ukraine-linked
drone site in Dubai

Reuters
Kyiv, Cuire, March28

expertisetohelpC -
blunt Iran's attacks during the
war In the Middle East.

Zelenslyy said that Ukming
has already signed 10-year se-
curity agreements with Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, and expects
ta shortly finalize a similar
agreement with the UAE.

Ukraine has quickly grown
into one of the world's leading
producers of cutting-edge,
battle-tested drone intercep-
torsthat are cheap and effec-
tive, They are playinga keypart
in ite defense against Russia’s
full-scale invasion, which
began on Feb. 24,2022,

In return for its aid to Guit
countries, U

s secking
more high and air-defense
missiles that

possess and
ﬂmmmmmm
sia’s attacks. On Thursday, Ze-
lenslyy visited Saudi Arabia,
and last week, he said that
Ukraine is looking into whether
it can play a rolein restoring se-
curity in the Strait of Honmuez.
OnSaturday, Zelenskyyand
Emirati state media reported
on a meeting between the

The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, with Ukrzinian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in

Daoha, Qatar, on Saturday. reutees

Ukrainian president and his
Emirati counterpart, Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to
discuss regional secrity amid
the Iran vrar.

Later that day, Zelenskyy
posted on X to say he had ar-
rived in Qatar.

“Real security is built on
partnership, we value everyone
and remainopen to supporting
all those who are ready to work
together forthis goal,” he wrate
alongsidea video of himselfdis-
embarkinga planeand shaking
ha.nds with Qatarl ofﬂcm]s

us,” hesaid at alive brefing held
on Zoor., Last week, Zelenskyy
revealed that Kyiv is helping
five countries — the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and Jor-
dan — counter Tehran’s drone
strikeson their territory.

Aleo on Saturday, Iran
claimed it had struck Ukraine-
related drone warehouse in
Dubai. Iran’s military joint com-
mandmadetheclaimina state-
‘ment run by state mediaThe
Ehatam  al-Anbiya Head-
jid over20 Ukraini
were in the warehouse in the
United Arab Emi 1cdtheir

strategic ties with Middle East-
ern countries, including joint

fate was unknown.

In anews briefing, Ukraine's
Foreign Ministry spokesman
ch[lmT}ldl\u however, called

1 ionsa “lie," ac-

pudnmmmvmmt,tm;sy

. "Sinﬁlesaies do not interest

con‘hng to Ukraine’s public
broadeaster.

US carrier Ford
arrivesin Croatia
forrepairs

Split: ﬂmUSnlmﬂ’ﬂ:mHGn—

cialsaid at therime.

REUTERS

Reuters
Washington, March 28

WITH GLOBAL engrgy prices
up and his job approval ratlngs
down, Donald Trump faces

stark choices after a month of

war against [ran: cut a poten-
tially flawed deal and get out, or
escalate militarily and risk a
prolonged conflict that could
consume his presidency.
Despite a flurry of diplo-
matic activity, Trump ends
anotherweek of thEjoing IS

continues missile and drone
strikes across the Tegion,

The central question now,
say analyste, iswhether Trump
is ready to wind down or ramp
upwhatcritics have called awar
of choice. one that hasignited
the worst global energy supply
shinckin history and spread far
beyond the region.

Trump has told aides he
wants to avoid a “forever war”

has threatened a major military
e%calannn :I'ralk:: fail.

mmmﬂemmmmm—

urgent search for an
{ﬂramn But it remains unclear
whether there are currently any
realistic prospects for fruitful
negotiations.

“President Trump has poor
options all around to end the
war,” said Jonathan Panikoft,
former US deputy na-
tional intelligence of-
ficer forthe Middle East.
“Partof the challenge ls
the lack of clarity re-
lated towhat asatisfac-
tory outcome would be.”

A White House official in-
sisted that the [ran campaign
“will conclude when the com-
mander-in-chief determines
that ourobjectives are met” and
that Trump had laid out ex-
plicit goals.

Apparently hedging hisbets,
Trump is deploying thousands
moare UStroops totheregion and
warning Iran of an intensified

and find a negy 1 exit, urg- laught, possibly including
ing them to stress the four-to-  the use of ground troops, ifit
six-week durationof hostilities  doesnot yieldto his demands.

hehas outlined publicly. a sen- Analysts say such a show of
ior White House official said, force could beaimedat creating
addngthat suchatimelineap-  leverage for concessions from

pears “Shaky”

At the same time, Trump

Tehran but risks drawing the US
intoa more protracted conflict.
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© THIS TIME, THE ASTRONAUTS WILL NOT LAND ON THE MOON OR EVEN ENTER LUNAR ORBIT. THE OUT-AND-BACK JOURNEY IS EXPECTED TO TAKE THEM FARTHER INTO SPACE THAN ANY APOLLO MISSION

Inside NASA’s Artemis crew for its first manned moon mission in over 50 years

Marcia Dunnap
Cape Canaveral, March 28

nautsto themoon, including 12
whowalked on itssurface.
This time, the astronauts

His wife, Carroll, died of
cancerin 2020, and he said the
decision to returntospace gave
him pause because of his two
teenage daughters. “We talked
aboutit,” he said, recalling how
hetold them he could not turn

The four astronauts preparing ~ will not land on the moon or
for NASA's next lunar mission ~ even enter lunar orbit. But the
bear the journey is ex-
Apollo-era crews that firstcar-  pectedto take them farther into
I more  sp: Y c
than halfa century ago. offering rare views of the

Those early missions were
led by white men chosen
largely for their military test-
pilotexperience.

By contrast, the first Arte:
mis crew includes a woman, a
person of colour and a Cana-
dian, reflecting a more diverse
astronaut corps.

None of them were alive
during NASA's Apallo pro-
gramme, which sent 24 astro-

moon’s far side and helping

pave the way for future land-

ingslater inthe decade.
Commander Reid

will lead the nearly 10-day
mission. The 50-year-old re-
tired Navy captain from Bal-
timore was serving as NASAS
chief astronaut when he was
asked three years ago to head
humanity's first lunar mission
since1972.

downsucha

‘The next day, they surprised
him with homemade moon
cupcakes and their support.
“Thetoughest partisn’t leaving
them,” hesaid, “it’s the stress
that I'm putting on them.” He
said he remains open with
them about the tisks, even dis-

Reid Wiseman, Christi

cussing riswill.

fighter pilot and physicist grew
up ona farm near London, On-
1 a

it missed. Despite havingone  Carolina, also took part in the
spaceflight behind him, hesaid ~ first all-female spacewalk in
this mission i

His four daughters, now in  sentsabroadermilestone, mark-
their late teens and early 20s,  ing a point in history where
are part of hisy i of lunar explo-

“Ispend as much time pre-  ration, Having previouslyspent
paringthem asNASAdoes pre-  nearly a year away from Earth,

paring me.” he said. Glover sees
Artemis as a relay effort, with
this mission lavinggroundwork
for a planned docking exercise
in Earth orbit in 2027 and a

including time at a South Paole
researchstation, shesaidsheis
well prepared for the shorter
trip. Her family, she added, has
taken the news calmly, with

in20L ly minor ner from
Mission specialistChristina  her rescue dog, Sadie Lou.
Koch bri: ive experi- C i A

ence, having spent 328 days in

as-
tronaut Jeremy Hansen will be

tario, and
tronaut in 2009 before being
named tothe crewin 2023

Hesaid hefeels limited per-
sonal pressure but hascometo
better understand the scale of
the challenge. “When I look at
the moon now, it feels a little
farther than itused to.” hesaid.

He has spoken openly with
his son and twin daughters
about the risks, while empha-
sisingthat asafe return remains
the most likely outcome.

The Arternis mission is in-

pa

Pilot Victor Glover, 49, one space—the longest single making his first spaceflight tendedtolaygroundworkforfu-

of NASAs few Black astronauts, /A Navy captain and former  music from the Apollo erafor ~ spaceflight by a woman. while also serving as his ture lunarlandings, marking a
sald his presence on the Combat pilot from Pomona, perspective on what space ex- e 47-year- cticalen  country’sfirst

California, hesaid helistensto  plorati hi North The50-year-old  todeepspaceexploration. AP

miscion is “a force for gnod

epaperindianexpress.com .. -
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