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Drones help thwart
bid to distribute cash
to voters, 5 arrested

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

Teams involved in the en-
forcement of the Model
Code of Conduct for the
April 9 Assembly election
in Puducherry used drone
surveillance to apprehend
five persons and seized
166,000 cash from them,
which was meant to be dis-
tributed to voters.

Flying squad members
deployed at the Mannadi-
pet constituency appre-
hended three persons -
Thirumaran, Silambara-
san, and Chakravarthy -
and seized 55,000 from
them. Another team de-
ployed at the Mangalam
constituency took into cus-
tody P. Rajendran and P.
Suresh and seized around
1,000 from them.

The accused and the
seized amount were hand-
ed over to the police for
further processing, Chief
Electoral Officer P. Jawahar
said in a release.

Mr. Jawahar said the de-
partment was using drone
technology for real-time
monitoring of campaigns

by political parties and
candidates in all 30 As-
sembly segments.

The footage captured by
the drones would be re-
layed to the Integrated
Command Control Centre
for alerting flying squads
deployed in various areas.

Appeal to public
Citizens are encouraged to
report voter inducement
activities to the authorities
through the cVIGIL App or
1950 to ensure free, fair,
and t elections,
the CEO sai

“The use of drone tech-
nology is an effective me-
chanism to prevent electo-
ral malpractices in real
time. The act of induce-
ment of electors through
the distribution of money
constitutes bribery under
Section 123(1) of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1951, and also attracts
provisions under section
170 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Necessary legal
action has been initiated in
the seizures at Mannadipet
and Mangalam constituen-
cies,” Mr. Jawahar said.
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Inclusive development must be the
focus in areas freed of Naxalism

T06 were neutralised in encounters 0 -hab
had made tackling LWE a central piece of his in-
ternal security policy, and of his political legacy.
Mot surprisingly, hé made it a poini o eonirast
the measures and milestones under his watch

ban Naxals'. Police measures went far beyond
even the harsh provisions of India's anti-terro-
rism laws, strangling freedoms and distorting
judicial processes. The paramilitary operations
have, in all probability, decapitated the military
capabilities of the insurgents, opening the possi-
bility of state presence in some of the least go-
verned regions of the country. Mr. Shah said that
a campaign 1o establish a school in every village
and provide Aadhaar and ration cards to resi-
dents in some of the worst-affected areas has al-
reidy begun, He s right that Maoists are ideolog:
fcally opposed 1o parliamentary democracy
which is a position delinked from
orimabsence Nevertheless, inclusive develop-
ment ls imperative for a stable, peaceful society.
The defeat of LWE extremism should not acceler-
ate crony capitalist extraction of natural resourc-
es and further alienate tribal righis. InStesd, i

~leading the operational success in curtailing
FWE: He must now lead a politics of reconcilia-
tion and heal the wounds of the battle.
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tis prime news ever since the Supreme
Court reacted to the meatment of the
Judiciary in the Class eight textbook
brought out by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT). The
Court has shelved the book and the authors, and
a new committee of legal eminences is to decide
what our children should read.

Contempt and the handling of criticism
What is this power of contempt? It consists of two
types. The first is civil contempt, invoked for
disobedience of a court order. That is clear. The

uu'hndw of the court by hostile criticism that

shakes public confidence in the judiciary. This is a
little more complicated, requiring lines to be
drawn.

Criminal contempt is not to be invoked
because an individual jucdge’s sense of pride or
ego is offended. It is invoked becanse a false
image of the court is spread which can be
deleterious and prejudicial. Why should this be
actionable? Because the court and public opinion
are connected by multiple twists of the
democratic thread.

Judges do not have the power of the purse, or
the sword. They have their power under the
Constitution and the law. But the real substratum
of their power, the hard rock, is the faith the
public vests in the courts. Every government
knows that, and that is the reason they do not
mess with the courts. That goodwill and trust are
garnered over countless judicial actions
upholding the law, delivering justice and being
the bulwark for the protection of precious rights.
It is that public goodwill and trust which
constitute the real power of the court, the
unspoken major premise in the balance of power
doctrine. That favourable opinion and support
are threatened by motivated reports denigrating
the judiciary, especially when repeatedly and
widely spread.

Over the years, great judges have made one
thing clear — that they are not immune from
criticism. Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sabyasachi
Mukherjee spoke about the inability of the courts
to deliver quick and substantial justice and said
that this criticism should turn the search light
inward.

Here s I P.B. Gajendragadkar: “We ought
never to forget that the power to punish for
contempt, large as it is, must always be exercised
cautiously, wisely and with circumspection.
Frequent or indiscriminate use of this power in
anger or irritation would not help to sustain the
dignity and status of the court but may
sometimes affect it adversely. Wise Judges never

Sriram Panchu

Senior advocate
and mediator

The NCERT
texthook
controversy
should he
resolved
without
diminishing
judicial respect
or free speech

forget that the best way to sustain the dignity and
status of their office is to deserve respect from the
pllhllc at large by the quality of their judgments,

the fearlessness, fairness and objectivity of their
approach, and by the restraint, dignity and
decorum which they observe in their judicial
conduct.”

There is also the broad shoulder approach. CJI
5.1 Bharucha, while disapproving of the
statements of Medha Patkar and Arundhati Roy,
explained that he was dropping action against
them because “the Court’s shoulders are broad
enough to shrug off their comments®. This seems
rather apposite now.

thé judiciany; he even offered a percentage
estimate. Several other judicial leaders have since
voiced concerns, It is nowhere near the malaise
that affects the other branches; but even one
corrupt judge is an aberration and is not o be
tolerated. And, unfortunately, it is the one bad
apple that makes news and taints the rest.

And from abroad the ringing voice of the great
Lord Denning: “Let me say at once that we will
never use this jurisdiction as a means to uphold
our own dignity. That must rest on surer
foundations. Nor will we use it to suppress those
who speak against us. We do not fear criticism,
nor do we resent it. For there is something far
more important at stake. [t is no less than
freedom of speech itself. It is the right of every
man, in Parliament or out of it, in the press or
over the broadcast, to make fair comment, even
outspoken comment, on matters of public
interest... We must rely on our conduct itselfl w
be its own vindication.”

Here is another example, humorous yet telling.
After the Spycatcher judgement in 1987, the Daily
Mail called the judges “0ld Fools™. Contempt
action did not follow. Lord Templeman said he
could not deny that he was old, and being a fool
was a matter of opinion — obviously, he could not
be bothered about the Mail's.

Where the line is drawn
Buit the Court draws a line. TheErlesmmistbe
It must not

And lessens a crucial power it holds in our
country, the power of judicial review over acts of
legislature and executive. This is the birthing
ground for millions of cases seeking relief against
administrative wrongdoing and legislative excess.
Politicians and bureaucrats rail against the court
invoking this power, but it is this which ensures
accountability, transparency and good
governance,

The other branches do not value
these, the judiciary does. and it can hold and

esteem. The cord that binds the court and the
common man sustains both in a commonality of
rpose and benefit. We must, therefore, not be
at ease when that connective tissue comes under
threat. When it is a piece of writing that comes
under the lens of contempt of court, wise judges
tread cautiously. After all, ey aailie profecion

E

Perhaps we could have avoided this scenario if
the writers, who were senior academicians, had
been put on notice and given an opportunity to
explain their comments or conclusions. Who
knows? A suitable rectification or clarification
could have been undertaken. A cautionary
admonition may have sufficed. The judges may
have ssme around to amend their initial
assessment of the impact on the institution and
simply dropped the proceedings. It may have

adversarial to the Court. As wisely observed,

when the Court onboards criticism, it affirms the

system that we are all under the rule of law.
Omee we cross this bridge, there is much to do.

Students must be duly of the role of the
judiciary, not just in between
individuals and entities, but also in its stellar role

preservation and enhancement must be set forth.
As also the challenges which it faces, of

infrastructure, manpower and corruption.

The end note
Otte parts with a concern. The judiciaryis
p adequate instruments to

tackle this menace within. Impeachment is

8 partthere. Transfer is
resorted to, but nmg, 1ust be a location change.
In-house inquiry procedures show that action is
taken, but may be futile if there is resistance from
the offender. mmm
did

I'as to the system of
M Textbook improvement

will follow,
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s the United States and Israel-led war

against ran enters its second month -

with contlicting viewpoints from
Washington DC. and Tel Aviv on what the aims of
this conflict are and under what conditions they
intend to seize their respective rmllmry
operations — regional countries in West Asia are
re-thinking thelr security future. The cdosure of
the Strait of Hormuz almg with lran's ‘scorched
earth’ policy of striking any targets across the
Persian Gulf even remotely attached to American
interests is leading to demands for a strategic
reset,

LS. President Donald ‘Trump’s view that he
and his team were surprised that Gulf states were
targeted by Tehran as a response to the U.S.-Israel

itary strikes has surprised many. For a long
time, Iran has said that if it was targeted and the
regime’s collapse made a state aim, the condlict
would become regional. However, regional
security has always been u mineheld as far as
interests are concerned; some tough questions
and issues will have to be navigated, the trailers
of which are visible today.

Pakistan's attempts to claw its way back in

ruffled feathersinindia. For Islunabad -~ or more
accurately Rawalpindi, given self-anointed Field
Marshal Asim Munir’s central role in the
country's political direction — the access it has
built with Mr. Trump over the past year provides
it an opportunity (o ﬁmhur sirengthen 1hh
n'iatlnmhlp Hnwmt-r

The Iran contlict has provided Pakistan's

Kabir Tancja

Executive Director

of the Observer
Reseasch Foundation
Middle East

The urgency for
a new regional
security
architecture
grows amid

the West

Aslan crisis

is one in demane as of today. The [act that
Pakistan hosted the Foreign Ministers of Tiirkive,
Saudi Arabia and Fgypt, last week, asa
consortium, and attempied o leverage its access
to Tehran as a neighbouring state highlights its
exploration of new security arrangements chat
are more rooted in reglonal and Iskamic
cooperation.

Stirrings within the Gulf

Countries such as Kuwait, which has also been on
the receiving end of Iranian aggression, have
gone ahead and even criticised constructs such as
the Arab League. Kuwait's Foreign Minister
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in an
address to other Arab Foreign Ministers, has said
that the League has struggded to address the
fast-moving challenges being faced.

The leaders of Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Qarar
have also met to commit to deepened security
cooperation. Until a few vears ago, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar were fundamentally at odds, with
Rivadh imposing an economic blockade on Qatar
over regional geopolitical differences. Today,
everyone in the Arab construct, from the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia to Kuwait and
Bahrain, is looking to side-step their own
intra-Gulf differences, of which there are many, to
manage these immediate challenges. Many of
these Gulf states had built insurance ecosystems
with Iran, either through economic cooperation,
or in Saudi Arabia’s case, a very public détente
brokered by China in 2023, bringing the Shia and
Sunni seats of power to a level of normalisation
for the first time since 2(16.

But these “new™ regional security ideations
will continue to have fundamental problems. For

example,

REI:E!II

states has clearly not been sufficient.

comments by the White House that the Trump
administration could ask its Gulf partners to
m’ m. ‘

high level of American energy self-sufficiency
means that Me. Trump has actionable leverage.
However, more than the supply of oil and gas, it is
the management of international pricing that
remains hugely volatile.

After this war, the West Asian security
architecture will face hard guestions. Beyond the
role of the U.S., can a fool-proof system be
created without Iran’s buy-in? Will hedging
security demands to Asian countries, including
Indh the main buyers of oil and gas - in the

coming decades, be a successtul tactic in matters
ofsmrmr’can the Gulf act unanimously to
pursue a common security aim despite internal
fractures?

Hard questions await in the aftermath of a war
reshaping West Asia as we have known it since
the Second World War.
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y is India pushing piped gas now?

EAFLANYER

ML Kalpanasiman

The siory sofar;

il has a oeal of 33 crame LG

conmections. Recerely, Anjan
l Ramar Mishr, Secretary @ the

Petroleuns and Naursl Gas
Fepulatory Board, said that dommestic
nabaral gas production alone could citer
10 0 eromne eonmections il all were o
swlich o piped natural gas (PNGL

P4, PN, il NI

LG e A co-pooduct of ofl refiming and
nanaral gas processing, That ks, i
production

How are LPG and matural gas
eramsgusrbisd D Owe vser?

Fipad nm1wls|ranmned
through pipelines. Before

special cango tanks and insulation systens
designed finr wlera-Insy semperanmes,”
stated Misd D5 K. Lines w The M
“Tut simgly, the basic task is fo nemve a

reling to grvernmens dara. On the
other hand, India — uniil recently -

new Been blocked due s the war in Wess
Asla, Typical anmeal LPG oorsamprm
24 millban tonees, oui of which 12 million
pomines are prodoced in Inka,

1 gas is oo be impomed, LNG has many
sy mamirerm neraon the werld, In 155G,
Inclia was lamgedy rediant om Sawdi Armbi
and Qacar and rhe supplies had wo pes
thircasgh e Sl toopeach Indla,

“Clobalhy lange capaciiies of haquefaciion
panes for naneal gas are coming online
uver the next few years, so aailability
alish] s healeln,” saidl Prsshaed Visisin,
Sermorr Vioe Presddent of ERA.

& domeestic LPG cylnder sappliar carries ol sders for deffsery in Bengakury on Marck 30, L st EREsist

Can natural gas replace LPG siralght?

For cooking purposes, these Eferences
are neol significant, making PNG o dropin
replamement for LRG

Howerver, in industrial uses, the
erpipment may need iobe tuned oa
diffierem seting or even skered. For
instance, LPG s widely used by MSMEs
ffor and cutting Reports fram
groued ate tha wisdle the
povertment is encouraging mdustrial
nesers to sahich, 2 Lk of awarencss snd
techrical knowe-how may hamper
adoprinn.

Hirw is the govermment pushing for
natural

O ABaich 26, The Mitwdst lesmnl rong
seicer gevenmment oificlals chat oaer the

The official siid thart insticuting
Baetnile eomnectivity amidsy
untawourable city infrastruchare in ceriain
areas wae among the myor hurdies in

Thwe: comiminiee, in an earlier report,
Tl malird dher Miristry b bl Gty fias
Imstribution (OGN entties b0 ceeroome
dlifficalies im porsuing expanaion, such as
in afvaining permnissions, bnd, hidding
eriteria, ad NOC reguirements o local
airhorites.

Across toewns and cities, such asin
Bl haarshites of Caimbanie in Tamil
M, where the GAIL pipeline nons

clrese, the prvermment s now mushing for
pigring infrastructure i kel
vistribution,

under comstnaction. The govermmen s
akso ersaring that PNG pricing remaing
competiche with LG,

PN connecrions hate ro cmssed
15 crare. & reoent govemment gacetic
peelficaton relnfirces this drecchan,
marchiing thai bouseholkds canncd hald
bsceh LG @nd PRG conssctions. Asa
resuli, hly & million househokds will
s o surrender thede LG
cannection and transition felly 1o PRG
withim A theee-manth imefrsme. This will
b tnial howseheld PRG connections i
2opobe oo™ saic] Manksh Sefwal, Seniof
Vice Presidems an Bysiad Encrgy. "Sinoe
the 202021, the compoanided anmual
growth rate in cormections has been
s 1%, & CAGR of 2% would be
rweechind b0 msach L2 crome o tions by
45T he added

What are ihe challenges?

The GAIL pipeline network is correnthy
concentrated In westers and nonthern
I:ndla, with sxme coverage in Kerala amd

Brermgahuru. The 10Hki lometne- plus
pipelines under constraction cover tier2
and tier-3 cities in pars of central and
eastem India, as well as some parts of
Taumil Nadku oonmecting to the Bengabun
b, and e section @oing 1o the
mortbenst. However, Lirge réfians in
oemral, sdthern, and northeasierm [ndia
remain uncwerel. Further, the alignment
ol the gas pipeline nersork is mooe
Ingended w seree Indhsial reeds than
hevasckanlda,

‘The gowvesmment has aggressively ghan
G Heeroes that would cover mare than
300 gragraphical areas covering.
lacssehokds, small indusiries, hotels axd
restaurasns, As of mo, soame 90 of them
are still not connecked to the main trunk
el Lot eosnectiviny reeuins
an immedizie challengie.

Even I projertings of 12 crome TG
cotmectiones ire met b ancibier W vears,
LG anmmee ties will il b naore tlsan
20vervre, lesving Indi regairing o
|||||.'url el amknints of LG,

A lide less than 30%, of nanaral gas use
Foms into making Fertilsere, while poeeer
plants accoumt o 3% and dty gas
distribution arcund X%, said ICRAS Mr.
wWastsht. Some 35% poes o sectars Nke
refineries and dustries.

A major Fversion Froen (hese seciors
such as power may he needed o cater 10
poading demand. Mr. Visisht sid
Industrisl consumsers can swisch o
naphtha and harnace oil.

PRGHR spcratary M, Mishrs had said
that i of mow some 1.2 erore PNG
commections consurme three million
metric ssancard cubic metres of gas every

To mapply 13 crone comwections, ndia
will harve i increase domestic production
by beast one-thindl.

Industry chservers say that an inoremse
in domssti: production om Oil and
Matural Gas Corporation [ONGC) helds is
poseibie, Eyanasd Enengy projcie a 15%
Incregse

For instance, (G ermm enced
pandicriod i chie KGTWH 9872 Blink in
the K hasin in 31284 Peak produciion of
the Tkl i sespractiend 1o bz arveer #0 mllion
metric standard cubic metres per day of
s, which wonlkl maean increasing todin™s
overall gas production im India by 10%.
Site offcialk expect the 587 block 10
Incresse DNGE gas ot by 15% throogh
more wells. Bcreasig impors through
LG may el e mesuiined iF raniral ges
corsannpEon & nompeld up

IS,

Hwill burvy an truly mmy ap the
pipeline network o leverage the impars.
Furtner, [mdia’s LG system s even mare
of & just-n-time system than LPG, with

Ay chsruption in inparts will have an
immesate impact on availabiiy.

MWl gt frews Rapuraparri fvsh drd
Appaia

THE GIST

-

Irits b 33 crore LPG
aonmections, but domestc
nabural gas prodution ceuld
aRET 1D 30 oroee cosnections
P hokd & SR 0 ripsend
natural gas (P,

-

PG i del e imoplirders,
whiks natural gas s
Farponad thegh pipelines
of 25 LG ane iegailied, with
o armengieg & @ drog-in
replaceman for cooking,

-

Tha posemrant is pushing
PG 10 reduce high LG import
dependence, bat pipdine
e, laslmik
ety and gl
conitrants emsin bey
challenges,
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Qdenga: a step forward against dengue,

but not a silver bullet

India’s first dengue vaccine offers hope at reducing severe disease even as evolving viral patterns warrant cautious optimism: the vaccine is best

understood as one that modifies te disease racther than Blocks cramnsmission, meaning outbreaks will not disappear

Vipin M. Vashishtha

ndia’s long wait for a dengue

vaccing may finally be coming to an

erd. Takeda's tetravalent dengue

waccine, TAK-003 (called *Qdenga’),
recently recelved clearance from the
Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under
the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGT) for use among mdividuals aged 4
o G0 years. This marks a significant
milzstone in the country’s fight against a
disease that causes millions of infections
and thousands of hospitalisations every
vear, especially among children.

While India has not experienced a
large nationwide dengue surge in the past
wear, the disease remains endamic, with
substantial ransmission and a long-term
nsmg trend. For decades, dengue control
in India relied almaost emerynnwcmt
control measures such as
mosquito breeding sites, insecticide use,
and public awareness campaigns While
essential, these strategies have had
limited success in preventing recarring
nutbreaks. The arrival of a vaccine,
therefore, represents a shift from a
reactive to a more preventive approach,

TAK-OO3 comes with several
advantages, It has been evaluated in large
global triak involving mone than 28,000

Importantly, unlike an earlier dengue
vaccine, it does nof Fequire
to determina

Ina country like India, where
healthcare systems are often stretched
during dengue seasons, even a modest
reduction in the number of severe cases
could have a substantial impact. Fewer
hospital admissions, reduced intensive

care burden, and lower mortality in
children and adclescents would all
represent meaningful gains.

Challenges and limitations

Howvever, it is ecqually important to
recognise whar this vaccine can and
cannoe achieve. Dengue is cansed by four
dosely related bur disdnct viruses, known
a8 serotypes (DENV- to DENY-4),
Immunicy 1o one seroype does not
guarantee protection against the others,
and in some cases, can even predispose
an individual to more severe disease upon
subsequent infection. This makes
developing a vacrine for dengue uniguely
challenging: an effective vaccine must
provide balanced protection against all
four serotypes.

Herein lies a key limitation of TAK-003.
While it performs very well against the
DENV-2s, since itwas developed
an the DENV=2 backbene, and reasonably
well against DENVL, its effectivencss
against DENV-3 and DENY-4 appears to be
lowrer — particularly in individuals who
have nat previously been infected with

de |

nﬁ-’:ii not merely a theoretical
comeer. India's dengue epidemiology is
evolving, with increasing reports of
DENV-3 becoming more prominent in
several regions.

Recent data from India also show that
all four dengue serotypes continue to
co-circulace, with DENV-2 still
predominant in many region: but DENV-1
contributing a substantial and mcreasing
proportion of cages.

For instance, surveillance from North
and Western India has reported DENV-2
accounting for around 4%-66% of cases,
followed by DENV-2 at around 20-30%,
with DENV- and DENV-4 contributing
smaller shares.

[f this trend continues, the overall
effectiveness of the vacaneat a
ropulation level may be lower than
expected. In simple terms, while
vaccinated mdividuals are still likely to be

protected from severe disease, they may

continue to experience dengue infertions,

especially during outbreaks dominated by
DENY-3.

This distinciion 15 audal. TAK-DOD is
hest understood as a vaccine that
modifies the disease rther than as one
that blocks transmission. In other words,
It s likely o reduce the severity of illness
rather than prevent infection altogether.
A% a result, dengue outbreaks will no
disappear and public haalth measures
such as vecror concol will remain
indispensabla.

Another impaortant consideragion is
cost and access. Dengoe vaccines are
expected to be relatively expensive, and
TAK-002 requires two doses administered
three months apari. The expected price
of TAK-003 in Indiais T3,000-6,000
per dose and 6,000-2,000 for the fall
eourse: While public programmes may
offer the shots at Iower prices, questions
about afordability and compliance
particularly ameng lower-income and
rural populations — remain unanswered.
Atleast in the initial vears, uptake is likely
to e limited to the private sector o
targeted programmes in areas with a high
burden of dengue.

The SEC has appropriately mandated
post-marketing safety and effectveness
studies in the Indian population. These
will be critical wo understand how the
vaccine performs in rezl-world
conditions, across different regions and
semqpe'p:merns_

Looking ahead, TAK-03 may be only
tha first step in Indias dengue vacrine
journey. A second generation of vaccines,
based cn a different scientific approach
developed by the U.S. National Instinutes
of Health (NIH], is currently under
evaluation.

Indian pipeline

India’s dengue vaccine pipeline is
advancmg, with an indigenons candidate
called ‘Dengiall’, develo,

Kiatec in collaboration with the Indian

Council of Medical Rescarch, curren
undergning large phase 1M1 clinical trials,

A similar vaccine has already been
approved in Brazd and it has shown
strong protection against severe dengue,
Ifthe Indian candidate is alsn successful,
it could be available around 2027, These
vacrines aim to provide more balanced
procection across all four serotypes and
may offer the additional advantage of a
single-dose regimen.

Early data from similar vacrcines tested
ekewhere are also promisng, particulardy
in tarms of protecting against sevars
dengue and broader serotype coverage. If
these findings are confirmed in Indian
trials, such vaccines could be better
suitad for large-scale public health
deplovment.

For policymalkers, the challenge willbe
t0 balance urgency with prudence. ‘There
isa clear and immediate need to reduce
the burden of severe dengne and TAK-003
isa valuahle toc] with which to achieve
this, At the same time, the long-term
strategy must remain flexible, allowing for
the country to adopt better vaccines as
the evidence evolves.

For clinicians, clear commumication
will bee essential. Their own and their
patients” expectations need o be realistic:
the vaccing s nota cureall butitisa
meaningful step forward. Even if it does
not eliminate dergue, it can save lives and
reduce complications.

Ultimately, the introduction of a
dengue vaccine in India should ba sean
not a3 the culmination of efforts but as the
baginning of a new phase. Success will
depend nat only on the vaccine iself but
ako on how well it 15 integrated with
surveillance, vector control, and furure
innovations.

In public health, progress often comes
incrementally. TAK-0D2 may not be the
final answer to dengue in India but it is
undoubtedly an important start,

(Vipin M. Vashishiha is direcior and
paediaician, Mangla Hospiia! and
Research Centre, Bijmar)
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NASA begins fuelling rocket
for first lunar trip in 50 years

Associated Press
CAPE CANAVERAL

NASA began fuelling its
moon rocket on Wednes-
day for humanity’s first lu-
nar trip in more than halfa
century, aiming for an
evening lift-off with four
astronauts.

Tensions were high as
hydrogen fuel started flow-
ing into the rocket hours
ahead of the planned
launch. Dangerous hydro-
gen leaks erupted during a
countdown test earlier this
year, forcing a lengthy
flight delay.

The launch team needs
to load more than 2.6 mil-
lion litres into the 32-story
Space Launch System rock-
et on the pad before the Ar-
temis II crew can board.

“It is time to fly,” com-
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People set cameras to photograph NASA's Artemis Il lunar flyby
mission ahead of its launch at the Kennedy Space Center. REUTERS

mander Reid Wiseman
said on the eve of launch
via X. Favourable weather
was forecast.
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U-turn.

Astronauts last flew to
the moon during Apollo 17
in 1972.
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