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Govt. hikes price of commercial
LPG, 5-kg cylinders, bulk diesel

Price of commercial LPG hiked by 7993 a cylinder and that of 5-kg cylinder by ¥261; price of ATF for international carriers

raised; govt. also reduces excise duty on export of diesel, aviation fuel; retail prices of petrol and diesel remain unchanged

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

il marketing com-
0 panies (OMCs) on

Friday sharply
hiked the price of commer-
cial LPG by 3993 per cylin-
der and that of 5-kg free
trade LPG by {261 per cy-
linder. Further, the price of
bulk diesel was raised from
37 to 149 per litre.

Whilst the OMCs did not
hike the price of LPG
meant for domestic usage
and that of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) for domestic
scheduled carriers, the
price of ATF for interna-
tional airlines has been
pushed up by $76.55 perki-
lolitre from $1,435 per
kilolitre.

The prices of retail pe-
trol and diesel are
unchanged.

In a separate move, the
Ministry of Finance re-
duced the excise duty on
the export of diesel to 323
for every litre from ¥55.5

Fuel crisis: Commercial LPG cylinder delivery workers unload

cylinders from a truck at a distnbution centre. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

per litre and that of ATF to
333 per litre from #42 per
litre, whilst the special ad-
ditional excise duty (SAED)
on the export of petrol
continues to remain nil.
The previous revision to
the excise duties on the ex-
port of diesel and ATF was
done on April 11. The go-
vernment said that the ear-
lier upward revisions were
to ensure the availability of
these products in the dom-
estic market and cushion

against any impact on sup-
plies. A reduction in the
duty on exports is thus a
change in that stance.

Whilst the prices of
domestic LPG being un-
changed offer respite, the
steep hike in prices of com-
mercial LPG and that of 5
kg free trade LPG raise
CONCEITS.

The latter primarily ca-
ters to the needs of migrant
populations in urban and
semi-urban areas who do

Congress slams
government on
hike in LPG rates

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
slammed the Narendra Modi
government over the latest
price hike for commercial LPG
cylinders, with Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok S5abha
Rahul Gandhi calling it the *hill
for elections”. » PAGE 4

not have a local address
proof to avail a regular con-
nection. Commercial LPG
is used by businesses, both
big and small, on a daily
basis. Key among these are
restaurants and hotels.
Higher costs are expected
to be passed on to their
customers.

According to  govern-
ment estimates, 5-kg cylin-
ders comprising more than
22.54 lakh kg of LPG were
sold in April. The price of

the smaller cylinder was
last hiked by ¥51 per cylin-
der in April. It was on April
7 that the government had
also doubled the allocation
of the cylinders in all
States.

The hike in commercial
LPG prices follows a ¥195.5
per cylinder hike on April
1, when the crisis in West
Asia had completed a full
month.

Domestic ATF steady
The unchanged price of
ATF for domestic sche-
duled carriers comes as a
relief. The Hindu had ear-
lier reported that Air India,
IndiGo and SpiceJet had
sought ATF price relief
from the government.

On April 1, the price of
ATF for scheduled domes-
tic airlines was hiked by
more than 9%. The Petro-
leum Ministry had argued
that it was passing only a
“partial and staggered in-
crease of 25% (only %15/
litre) to the airlines)”.
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GST collections rise
toarecord of 3243
lakh crore in April
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grew nearly 26% in April
X026 v 57,580 crore. Col-
lections from  domestic
sales grew at 4.3% o TLES
venue in April M06 swped  Lakh crore in the period.
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T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan collections from imports
NEW DELHI

The government’s Goods

and Services Tax (GST) re-

April b=t year Growth was ~ “Post GST 20, a steady
once again diven by ool 7% monthly growth

from the nonm which is broadly
sales in line with budget esti-
Tax expents, however, mates,” Prauk Jan, pann

India, said. CODTNHTTY.
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In a first, Karnataka govt.
unveils digital grievance
portal for gig workers

They can lodge complaints on pay, working conditions and other disputes on the portal; these

grievances will be automatically routed to ageregators for settlement; govt. to monitor the process

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

n a move to secure the
l rights of the growing

plarform-hased labour
force, the Government of
Karnataka has officially op-
erationalised a specialised
grievance redressal me-
chanism for platform-based
gig workers. The mechan-
ism, a first of its kind in In-
dia, has been developed by
the Karnataka Platform-
based Gig Workers' Board in
collaboration with the De-
partment of e-Governance.

Transparency
With the new initiative com-
ing into force, gig workers
can now officially lodge grie-
vances, including regarding
pay, working conditions,
and platform-specific dis-
putes, through the Integrat-
ed Public Grievance Redres-
sal System (IPGRS) portal.
This creates a formal
bridge between the lakhs of
gig workers in Karnataka
and the technology aggrega-
tors they serve. This is ex-

pected to bring transparen-
cy and legal recourse for a

The gig workforce has so far operated without a formal or legal
dispute resolution framewaork. FILE PHOTO

workforce that has so far op-
erated without a formal dis-
pute resolution framework.

Under The Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers
(Social Security and Wel-
fare) Act and Rules, every
aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dis-
pute Resolution Committee
(IDRC). Grievances filed on
the IPGRS will be automati-
cally routed to the respec-
tive platform’s IDRC to be
addressed and settled with-
in a strictly defined time-
frame. The government will
act as a central facilitator,
monitoring the process to
ensure a smooth and tran-

sparent flow of communica-

tion between workers and
platforms.

‘Every voice is heard”
Labour Minister Santosh
Lad said that Karnataka,
technology capital of the
country, is leveraging this
potential for worker welfare
as well. “By launching this
sysleml, we are ensuring
that the gig economy is no
longer an informal space,
but a structured one where
every worker's voice is
heard,” he said.

S0 far, details of 12 lakh
active gig workers have
been shared by platforms,
according to G. Manjunath,
Additional Labour Comimis-

sioner and CEQ of the
Board.

Schemes for gig workers,
depending on the platform
they are working for, are al-
so being worked out and
will be placed for delibera-
tion in the next board
meeting.

“The schemes will vary
based on the type of plat-
forms. For example, cab
rides are mostly undertaken
by men whereas urban
domestic activity is underta-
ken mostly by women. It
may also be based on the
contribution made, and the
gquantum of gig work done
by a gig worker. Some gig
workers work for more than
eight hours, while some
may work on a few gigs. 5o,
workload, nature of work,
and time period of work
could vary,” Mr. Manjunath
explained.

“It has to be scientifically
structured based on their ef-
fort and labour. We are
working with experts, in-
cluding academicians from
Briston University, King’s
College, and IISc, and other
stakeholders, including
board members,” he said.
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India to tap augmented solar capacity, coal
to weather El Nino, summer power demand

Saptaparno Ghosh
Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Amidst expectations of
further increase in energy
demand with peak sum-
mers approaching and an
El Nino in t, India
co ing at meet-
ing its increased power re-
quirements from the tradi-
tional coal-powered
thermal plants and aug-
mented solar plants.

In fact, when the coun-
try scaled its peak demand
of 256.1 gigawatts on April
25, thermal plants nearly
retained its dominant posi-
tion accounting for 66.9%
of the generation, while so-
lar augmented its position
to account for 21.5% of the
power generated.

The augmented solar ca-
pacity and traditional ther-
mal plants are of pivotal
importance in the dual pa-
radigm of peak summers
and El Nino effects.

Renewable growth

Date during the

Solar contribution reaches new highs amid rising peak demand

Peakdemand  Solar generation™
(contribution to total

* in million units

day (GW)
30-05-2024 250 421 (7%) 437 (7.4%)
09-01-2026 245 | 488 (9.4%) 274 (5%)
24-04-2026 252 665 (11%) 199 (3%)
25-04-2026 256 657 (10.8%) 156 (2.5%)
Although, speaking to  day of peak power demand

The Hindu, highly placed
government officials said
the country was in a stable
position with adequate
supplies of coal to meet a
potential increase in power
demand.

While the historical data
assessing contribution of
each of the power sources
could not be traced, for
context, an average contri-
bution of each of the sourc-
es through the day indi-
cates solar energy
accounted for about 8.9%
of power generated on the

in 2025, 7.3% in 2024,
about 6% in 2023 and
5.63% in 2022. Though so-
lar power makes up about
30% of India’s installed
power capacity at present,
it cannot be fully utilised
due to limited battery stor-
age. In fact, solar power is
frequently curtailed to
keep the grid stable.

Manoj Kumar, India
Analyst at the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA) says:
“With stronger transmis-
sion networks, more flexi-

ble grid operations, and
faster battery deployment,
a larger share of evening
and night-time demand
can also be met through
non-fossil sources.”
Essential to note here
that India added a record
44 .61 gigawatts of solar ca-
pacity in the fiscal year
2025-26, which was more
than the double it had ad-
ded in the preceding fiscal.

Hotter months ahead

On Friday, the India Mete-
orological ~ Department
said El Nino conditions —

which usually translate to
weak monsoon rains and
therefore longer dry spells
- are likely to prevail dur-
ing most of the monsoon
months from June to Sep-
tember. Temperatures in
May, broadly, would be less
searing with more rain
than what is usual for May
expected over most parts
except eastern India. Guja-
rat, Maharashtra, coastal
Odisha, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh and Hima-
layan foothills are likely to
see more than its usual
share of ‘heatwave’ days.

Ample coal stocks

India has approximately
200 million tonnes of coal
stocks as on date, thus,
with approximately 2.3-2.4
million tonnes being util-
ised daily by thermal
plants, the stocks would
suffice for more than 83
days, a highly placed go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.
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Is the rupeeback to the
‘fragile five’ days of 2013?

GRAFHS,

DATA,
PERSPECTIVES
- BYUDITMISRA

WEERLYECOROMIE AND FOLICY IS SHTS i DATs

THE INDIAN rupee hit an all-time low of
95.33 toa dallar on Thursday. This means
that whan trading international currencies,
buying a single TS dollar requires Rs 05 33

At thestart of 2026, a dollar could be ex-
changed for Bs 90, and a year ago for less
thanRs85. In other words, the rupee’svalus
has fallen 12% apainst the dollar in the last
12 menths. For perspective, the rupag
usualy only declines by dbout 3-4% against
the dellar over a 12-month period.

Such a sharp decline is reminiscent of
Beptamber 2013, when the rupee lost 11%
of its value against the dollarbetween just
January and Seprember.

The exchange mte between any two
currencies isdetermined by the relative de-
mandof thecurrencies inguestion

‘What were the Tragile five™?

In 2013, Morgan Stanley, a leading glo-
bal investmeant firm, had dubbed the In-
dian nipee (or INR) one of the fragile five
cumenclesin emerging markets. Theother
[our were:

# Thelndonesian rupish or IDR (which
had fallen [5.4% against the dollar)

@ The Brazilian real or BRL (fell 75%),

® The South Afrlcan rand or ZAR
{which fell 14.4%), and

@ TheTurkish lira or TRY {slid Q09:).

These antencies were losing value be-
cause the US central bank had signalled a
rellbackofis A

cssentially means canbebor-
rwgicheaﬂghmma hank prints
lats afit. When investors can barrow in US
dollars atalmost serointeres: rates, itmakes
sermse [or them to borrow indollars and in-
west in economies across the world that
promise highgrowth andreturns. When the
policystopped, it signallad that interest rates
Inthe US weresetto rise because the maonsy
printing tap had been tumed off.

Most inwestors back from
e e
westing in a LS bond isessentially Inaning
money to the US government, and thus
worksas the mast sk free investment.

But India, Indenesia, Brazil, South Af-
ticaand Turkey were the worst affected for
another key reason: these economies al-
ready ran a current account deficit. This

Rupee’s recent slide is reminiscent
0f2013, wheniit fell 12% against
the dollar in a few months. Here’s
how the two situations compare

;THE WEAKNESSINTHE RUPEE

Chart 1: How ‘fragila 5’ from 2013
have performadagainst US dollar
[over the last 12 months)
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CHART 2:India’s Balance of Paymentssituation
Current Account tatal: ® Base Year 20712
Capital Account total: @

Baze:
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means that more money went aut than
came in. becansethey imported morethan
theyexparted while trading goods and ser-
vices with the rest of tha world.

Thay eould run such a current account
deficit only becanse they had a capital ac-
count surplus{meaning interms of [nvest-
ments— foreign directinvestment and in-
vestments in their stock markets — mare

came in than what went puit).

But withthe QF rollback. the invest-
ment [ows reversed, and that created a
situation where the relative demand of
these currencies against the US dollar
crashed. Since exchange rates are essen-
tially driven b che relative demand of any
two currencies, these five currencies lost
value against the dallar.

How similaris 202610 the fragile five
sltuaiion of 20137

One of the bdggest assertions from the
incumbeant government has been turning
theeronomy around from oneofthefragile
five tnone of the top five economies inthe
world (interns of gross demestic product.
size). A coupleof wecksago, however, India
slid tothesixth rank inGDP siza. Onthefra-
gility of the currencies, charf 1 shows how
eachof the [razile five has fared against the
175 dollarover the past 12 months,

India is thesacond-worst (a fall of 12.136)
this time amind. Infact, fwo econamies —
Brazil and South Afric: — have seen their

by whichthe Indian rupeehas

depreciated, The [ndonesian rupiah has

loxst just 4% of its value against the dollar
The worst is the Turkishlira, which has

Sharp fall
While the nipee
loses value to the
dollar cvery vear,

the slide is
usually only

about 3% 4%
over 12 months,

-

Bur ower the last
12mnnths, the
rupee has fallen
12% againstthe
US dollan
I

Inst 174%6.0f its value against the dollar. The
lira’s slide, In fact, has been dramatic for
much longer; it lost over 1000% m value
since May 2018,

How does the rupeeslidein 2026
compare with the slide in 20137

Chart 2 shows the percentage change in
the rupee’s sxchangerate against the dallar
at the end of sach financial vear. As can he
seen, therupeeended financial vear 2005-14
down %.5% against the dollarand ended FY
202526 fwhichended inMarch) down 9.6%.

Rutwhile Fy26 may havebeen ashad as
Y14, the higdifferencewas that the fall in
thery exchange rate in FY'l4 came an
the back ol sharp falls inthetwo p
years. It was ontop ofa6% slide mFY13
an almost 13% slide in Fy12. The fallin the
last financial vear was preceded by fairly
modest levels of weakness,

Interms of the factorsthatled to the re-
cant glide, the storyie again similarto what
happenedito theeconomy's Balance of Pay-
ment (the net effect of current and capital
accounts)in 2003-14.

The rupee can lose value against the
dallar only two mtes:

® Either India's import billof goods and
services Is bigger than Its exporteamings
(this is called aCurrent Account Deficit)

# Orfinzncial investments by forcigners
into India fall drastically or even turn
megative, suggesting Indiansinvestourside
morethan forefgners Invest InIndia (thisks
called o Capital Account Deficiti

For most of India's recent past, it has
had a current account deficit but a capital
aocount surplus. But in 2003, it suffered a
deficiton both the accounts.

Aschart 3 shows, for the better part of
the past vwo years, Indlals yet agaln facing
deficits on both these accounts.

Inchart 3, the green and vellow lines
show the change inourrent sccount “dafi-
cit” (implying money going out on a net
basls| every quatter. The red arnd brown
lines showthe quarterly change inthe capi-
tal sccount, which was mostly in surplus
and somstimes in deficie.

If pne compares the September 2013
guarter with the December 2025 quarter
(thelast quarter for which datais mvailable),
itis clear how similar thesituationwas both
on the current and capital accounts,

To be sure, bothvwere in deficit, imply-
ing that notonly wasIndia spersling more
dellars on imports of goods and senvices,
bt alsn experisncing a flight of dallars out
of the conntry ona netbasis, Theonly way
topay for both defichis s wodraw down the
forcign exchange reserves,

‘Why is India facing deficits on both
current and capital accounts?

India's exports have not grown as fast as
desiredl Part of this has todowith anacmic
demand inthe restof the wordd for Indiasex-
ports, The bigger prodlem is an inability to
become more efficlent n productlon (es-
displace com-
fmhmamhm China, Vietnam and Bang-

adesh On the capital account side, the
deficit has happened because ot only have
forelgn lm Iz in ndian
companies via the stock maretbut even net
FDThas turmed negative. That means, far
from foreigners mvesting building factories
inIndia, Incdizrs aretaking theirmoney out
arxlinvesting in factories in other countries,
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How the Komagata Maru incident of 1914 threw light on racism

Suanshu Khurana
New Delhi, May 1

IN A recent appearance on The Tonight
Show StarringJimmy Fallon, popstar Diljit
Dosanjh spoke about the 1914 Komagata
Maru incident, where 376 Indian passen-
gerswere denied entry into Canada owing
toracist i igrationrules. Th \gers
had to stay on the ship for nearly two
months, even though they were desperate
for food, water and medical attention, be-
fore being sent back to India.

Dosanjh, who recently had a sold-out
show inVancouver’s BC Place stadium, said:
“When our people came for the first time to
Canada, they didn’t allow us... and that sta-
diumisjust2km fromthat part... Youdidn't
allow usto come, now we are here.”

What brought the Komagata Maru to
Vancouver?

The Komagata Maru, also called the
Guru NanakaJahaz, wasa Japanese steam-
ship chartered in Hong Kong by Gurdit
Singh. It sailed to Vancouver in 1914 with

376 Indians (340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims and 12
Hindus). These men — mostly farmers,
former soldiers and labourers, all dressed
in western suits to fit in in Canada — were
driven by hopes of better wages to support
their families in the dire conditions back
home. The vessel left Hong Kong on April
4 and reached Vancouver on May 23.

What happened in Vancouver?

After the vessel reached the Burrard
Inlet, only 24 passengers were allowed to
disembark. Canadi: horiti da
blockade for those aboard and denied food,
water and medical help. By mid-July, the
standoff became increasingly tense. On
July 19, more than hundred policemenand
officials tried to force entry into the ship,
but the passengers fought back with iron
pipes and by hurling coal. The local South
Asian community created a ‘Shore Com-
mittee’, led by Husain Rahim. They man-
aged to raise $20,000, enough toretain con-
trol of the ship’s charter and continue
fighting the authorities legally. However,
the ship was eventually sent to India.

lll-fated
voyage

® KomagataMaru
wasaJapanese
steamship chartered
in Hong Kong by Gur-
dit Singh.

® [tsailed toVan-
couverin April 1914
with 376 Indians. But
they were denied
entryunder Canada’s
exclusionary immi-
grationrules.

® Ultimately forced
toreturn to India, the
ship reached Bengal
in September1914.
There, police fired
uponits passengers,
killing 20.

Why were passengers denied entry?

Since both India and Canada were
under British rule, the passengers con-
sidered themselves British subjects and
held that they had the right to settle within
British territories. However, afew yearsbe-
fore this, in 1908, Canada had introduced
the “continuous journey regulation”.

This regul dentrytothose
who did not “come fromthe country of their
birthorcitizenship by acontinuousjourney
and or through tickets purchased before
leaving the country of their birth ornation-
ality”. The regulation was thus for ships that
began their journey from countries so far
from Canada that a stopover would be
necessary.

Thisregulation cameafter the Vancouver
anti-Asian riots of 1907, fueled by the Asiatic
Exclusion League to ‘keep Canada white”.
This mainly targeted Chinese and Japanese
immigrants but Indians were also affected.

What happened on the ship’s return?
Afterbeing forced out of Vancouver, the
shipwasdenied entryatother ports, includ-

ing Hong Kong and Singapore, as World
War I had begun and British authorities
were wary of the anti-colonial sentiment.

When the vessel reached Budge Budge,
onthe easternbankofthe Hooghly, theauth-
orities tried to putthe passengerson aspecial
train to Punjab. They refused and began to
marchintoKolkata. The troopsopened fire,
killing 20 and injuring many. Gurdit Singh
escaped but surrendered after Mahatma
Gandhi asked him to do so as a patriot. He
was imprisoned for five years.

How did the incident affect the
freedom movement?

The plight of the passengers, first hu-
miliated in Canada and then fired upon
after returning to their homeland, high-
lighted Indians’ conditional rights and rac-
ist treatment under the British empire.

It intensified calls for complete inde-
Epemience rather than asking for rights
under the colonial rule. The incident also:
ibecame a mobilising force for the Ghadan
iParty, which had already begun to call for.
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