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Assam-Bengal template will go national.
Itfuels supportfor BJP, not resistance

INDIAN POLITICS is a story of van-

ishing exceptionalisms. The 1wo

maost antrenched and enduring re-

gional formations have collapsed.

Kolkata has fallen; Chennai has
cracked. Kerala, trueto form, hasseen anti=
incumbency; the BIP's hold over Assam
endutes. These resultsconsolidare the un-
precedented national electoral prowess of
the BJP and the ideological supremacy of
Hindutva, Itwould be churlish to denythe
unprecedented power of the Modi-Shah
duo in the annals of el ectoral polities.

Even In a state that prided ltself on
beingas distinctive as Bengal, the B.IP has
brought about anear-impossible electoral
realignment. Even by the standards of its
storied history, the BIP'svietoryin Bengal
is aremarkable tribute to its unmatched
combination of ambition, perseverance,
and political rathlessness. 1t is, in a literal
sense, atriumph of the will. It has not been
stopped by any conventional electoral
arithimetie, nstitutional propriety, ident-
ities like language, region or caste, orthe
embeddedness of a towering igure like
Mamata Banerjee.

Defeatin retrospect always seems over-
determined. The fatigue, boredom, the cor-
ruption and nepotism, creeping thuggish-
ness, the limits of welfare politics, and
regional symbolism created background
conditions fora BJP victory. But they would
not have translated into victory if three
thingswerte not in place. Afterall, there is no
evidence that the BIP will address better
many of the discontents that fuelled it to
power. The sheer determinationof the BJP,

theenergy of the Modi-Shah duo to persist
inhostile terrain, is remarkable, Then there
isthe beliefthat politically salient identitiss
arenot given, A new Hindu consclousness
can be reconfigured through sheer mobil-
isation tothe point where Hindu-Muslim
polarisation nearly displaces all other axes.
Longstandinggrevances are now processed
through that template. And finally, some-
thing tharwillbe studied for awhile the e
ployment of institutional tactics, fromthe
useoftheElection Commission tothe tam-
ingof the Supreme Court, to create a nar-

fectsof the SIR process will be studied over
time, But what was remarkable about it was
that theinconvenience and pain it imposed
seemed to become a source of the BJP's
strength rather than a cause for punish-
ment. Whether ornot it decisively tilted the
electoral outcome, itbecarne handy for mo-
bilisation and ademonstration of its insti-
tutional capture. The Assam-Rengal tem-
plate will go national. It seems to fuel
support for the BJP rather than resistance,

PraTaAP BHANU
MEHTA

gional pride card morestrongly — there is
nothing nattral about that regionalism.
But it is also a warning thateven relatively
successful states like Tamil Nadu, trail-
blazers inindustrialisation and welfare
politics alike, are in the grip of dissatisfac-
tion and restlessness, in this case powered
byyoung people. Vijay has done whatstars
beforehim, like Vijayakanth, were notable
todo, without much ofa party organisation
or a social movement. 1§ this form of
politics a new canary in the mine?

The BIP has demonsteated atriumph
of the will, But its triumphs, while a testa-
ment to itsfurious energy and political im-
agination, also carry ashadow for Indian
democracy. This victory consolidates
‘Amit Shah's position as a national leader
and his lead over rivals by a mile: Total
command over the party organisation,
and an ability to deliver wins inall kinds
of including a strajght two-cor-
nered context. [Lis also a new experiment
forIndia. When one party accuiresthis de-
gree of organisational dominance and
ideological ascendancy. allcountervailing

The victory of the Vijay-led forces and voices of dissent will
[TVKis no less a vanquishing of  [f Benpal’s historyisany guide,  gradually fall away. If Bengal's
another exceptionalism. Anti-in- llw’[‘ﬁ(l\'\'i]l 1-“2(_, 'l\:v*lil EA.S[ or history is any guide, the Trina-
cumbency is the norm in Tamil . i) L mool will fade away faster thanits
Nadu, But still, the TYR'svictory ~ thanits vote share suggests, propertion of voteshare suggests,
isunprecedented intheway in  and the DMK is notaDravidian — and the DMK is not a Dravidian
which it breaks the duopoly ofthe force in the way it was. The BJP

DMK and AIADMK. What is re-
markable about it isthat it breaks
thestandard assumption that the
only way a party can win a re-
glonal seting isby playing the re-

force in theway it was, The BJP
now has an opening in Punjab,
and thelessonof Tamil Nadu is
thatthe South isopen territory

have fallen away. But Congress is nowhere
near even purting up a minimal resistance
andis no match for the BIP's ruthlessness.
Its lack of leadership, backward-looking
ideas of caste and region, and urter listless-
ness meanthat the regionalvacuums willbe
filled by the BJP'more than Congress. Hin-
durva is now the reigning ideology and
identity of the new India. This is not a mo-
mentthat can beanalysed purely incontin-
gent political terms; it is part of the inner
conflict over the idea of [ndia since 1857,
Much of the template of that conversation
over Indla'sidentitywas laid in 19th-centwy
Bengal, beginning with Bankim. Ttis only
the myopia of the Left and Centre parties
that they assumed that regions are lrrevo-
cable natural formations that ean be op-
posed to Hindutva. The ideathat “Kali”

be pittedagainst “Ram” wasthe kind
of cultural nonsense where the Left began
tobelieve itsownculturalilliteracy. For now,
Hindutvais producing a culturally hier-
atehicalorder, where the elaims of identity
imperil India as a zone of freedom, The
checkon this ideology is not going to beex-
ternal. We areon awingandaprayerthatthe
consolidation of thisform of Hindutva does
not resultin deeperexclusion andviolence,
which is typically the dencuement of such
nationalisms. For now, Indiais in the grip of
Hindutva supremacy; it has been sold as a
utopiandream. Thete is no rival. What this

now also has an op g in Pun-
jab, andthe lesson of Tamil Nadu
isthat the Southisapenterritory.

TheCongress mightexult in the
factchat all its INDIA bloc rivals

sup y does, or what brittleness it
masks, only time will tell.

The writer iscontributing editor,
The Indian Express
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at the North Tech Symposium 2026,
in Prayagraj on Monday. r1i

Op Sindoor biggest
example of hi-tech
warfare, says Rajnath

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 4

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath

.-"-tddrusslx:g the inaugural
session of the three-day North
Tech Symposium, organised by
the Indian Army’s Northem and
Central Commands and Society
of Indian Defence Manufac-
mh&m Singh also

highlighted the criticality of sus-
tained focus on research and

cultivating the element of sur-
prise to stay future-ready inthe
present era of intense techno-
logical revolution,

Lauding the defence forces
and the industry for thoroughly
analysing the evolving circum-
stances and ensuring IRAIA's

mum—opu-
ation Sindoor demonstrated

the valour and capabilities of
our defence forces to theworld.
Cutting-edge lhdlumnu
equipment, Im:tudim
vanced missile suchas
Akashteer, Akash missile sys-
tem, and BrahMos, was used
during the

He added, “It served as irre-
futable proof that we not only
understand the evolving nature
of warfare but are deploving
technological advancements
with unwavering confidence.”

On the rate of technological
change in modern-day warfare,
he said, “In the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, the nmm
missiles 1o m
drones and sensors within a
span nf ml?ﬂn’iu or four

turning into deadly weapons.
The pager attacks in Lebanon
and Syria have prompted a reas-
sessment of modern warfare
methods. Insuch asituation, we
need to be prepared,” he added.
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+ ECONOMICS

Jobs to GDP to debt: State
of poll state economies
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“Households face rising medical inflation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nivedita S,

Medical inflation in India is
rising at an exponential
rate every year with many
households, despite go-
VETTUTIENT SUPPOTT, at risk
of piling up large debt if a

ily member falls chron-
ically ill or has an accident.

This is significant &8
cover and depend on out-

of-pocket  expen
mated i
average OOFPE per
hospitalisation case (ex-
# hildbirth) was
134,064 (131,484 in rural
o ko
on
Sonducted a3 part o the
80th round of the National
Sample Survey. In govern:
ment hospitals, the aver-
age OOPE per hospitalisa-
tion was ¥6,631, £39,530 in
charitable/NGO-run hospi-
tals and ¥50,508 in private
hospitals. This is a huge
jump from the 75th round
where the average medical
expenditure was 20,135 in
hospitalisation cases (ex-
cluding childbirth). For a
large section of the popula-
tion, this exceeds monthly
household income.

]

;

Factors behind inflation
The reasons for the rise in
faceted. “Rising medical
inflation can be attributed
to rapid technological ad-
vancement resulting in
costlier treatments, in-
creased demand as non-

Turning pawper: Families resort to tzking loans, selling jewels and
property to meet medical expenses. GETTY IMAGES /1STOCK

the Indian Institute of Pu-
blic Health, said.

She added pharmaceuti-
cal inflation (rise in drug
price) was also a factor.

The advancement in
healtheare relies on tech-
nology leading to higher
input costs in hospitals and
increased

tions also contribute.
“When new technology
is introduced in health-
care, the initial costs will
be high. However, with the
streamlining of the tech-
nologies and boosting local
production, the costs can
be reduced,” said Dr. M,
Muniyandi, Head of De-
partment of Health Eco-
nomics at the ICMR-Na-
tional Institute for
Research in Tuberculosis.

Privatisation issue
Privatisation of healthcare
in India is also a major fac-
tor in costs rising. In 2025,
61.25% of hospitalisation
cases were at private hospi-
tals as per the Survey on
Health. Many patients of-
ten had to resort to private
health institutions to take
certain lab tests and under-
go complex surgeries on
account of quality issues
and absence of these facili-
ties in public hospitals.

rate players entered the
market to fill the gap. Priv-
ate equity investment in In-
dian healthcare stood at

ments and scans. “Enfor-
cement of regulations is
challenging given the size
of the private sector and
heterogeneity among pro-
viders,” Dr, Mehta said.

hospitalisation; OOPE as
well as expenditure on
medicines is left out,

Solutions ahead

India’s public health ex-
penditure is below 2% of
GDP. The Union Budget
2026 allocared ¥1,04,559
crore towards the health-
care sector, which is only
0.26% of GDP. “Most coun-
tries that succeeded in
keeping healthcare affor-
dable and accessible for all
have done so on the back
of robust public sector pro-
visioning as well as public
spending and subsidies.”
Dr. Mehta said. She added
there was no other alterna-
tive to address the rising
medical inflation.

The Clinical Establish-
ments (Registration and
Regulation) Act, 2010,
mandates private and pu-
blic hospitals to charge the
rates for each type of pro-
cedure and service within

mentation lags. As health-
care is a State subject, State
governments should step
in to form guidelines to en-
force this measure to pre-
vent overcharging.

blic
BB
tegration of hospitals is ne-
cessary. Patients must be

diagnostic

place run by the govern-
ment,” Dr. Muniyandi said.
He added the interventions
the government intro-
duced for addressing po-
lio, HIV and tuberculosis,
which ensured free treat-
ment for vulnerable popu-
lations, must now be ex-
panded to other serious
illnesses and non-com-
municable diseases.

ganization's (WHO) list of
essential medicines, ho-
wever, has 520 drugs. Sev-
eral experts pointed out
lack of frequent updation
left out several life-saving
drugs from the national
list.

“Apart from focusing on

expand the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955 to in-
clude healthcare services
apart from medicines to
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Did the PM’s broadcast violate MCC?

What does Part VI say about using public resources? How does election law treat such appeals? Can public broadcasters be used for campaign

messaging? Why has the Election Commission not acted so far?

EXPLAINER
V. Venkatesan

The story so far:
e Model Code of Conduct
(ML), which guides political
parties and candidates during
elections, was first drafied by
the Kerala government in 1960. The
Election Comimission (EC) formalised it in
1968, revised it in 1974, and added Part VII
on the ‘party in power” 1:11979 Former

Modr's April 18 address has raised
questions about whether the address
violated the Code.

How did the Model Code of Conduct
evolve?

The Supreme Court, in Mohinder Singh
Gill v. Chief Election Commissiomer (1978),
described Article 324 as *a reserveir of
power” that allows the EC to act where
Parliament has not legislated. The Punjab
and Haryana High Court, in Harbans
Singh Jalal v. Union gﬂndm (1997) held

Mr. Modi's address was earried live on
Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India
Radio. He named four Opposition parties
and urged women voters in Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal to punish them at the
polls on April 23 for defeating the 1315t
Congstitution Amendment Bill in the Lok
Sabha.

Does the Prime Minister’s broadcast
violate the Code?

Clauses 1{a), 1(b), and 4 of Part VIl of the
MCC prohibit the party in power from

Prime Minister's address was carried live on Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India Radio.pmi

combining official visits with
electioneering, using government
machinery for campaign work, and
misnsing publicly funded mass media for
partisan coverage during the election
period. The broadcast raises distinct
questions under both the Code and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951,
_The Code asks what the incumbent did

peumnesdaﬁhem Onnsfaee,ﬂte
April 18 address appears to bea textbock
Dart VIl matter. At the time of writing, the
Commission has taken no action on the

oft.he Feople. Act, 1951, as amended in
1061, makes ita corrupt practice for a
candidate or his agent to appeal to voters
an the ground of “his” religion, race,
caste, ity, or la . The
provision twrns on a pronoun, “his”, and
five enumerated nouns. In Abhiramn Singh
w 0. Commachen (2007), a sevenjudge

Bench of the Supreme Court settled, by a
3 migjorivy, that “his” exiends w the
voter as well as the candidate.

What do the law and the courts say
about such appeals?
However, Abhiram Singh grappled with
the pronoun, not with the nouns. The
1961 Parliament was legislating against the
sectarian appeals of its moment, when
religion, race, caste, community, and
were the dominznt axes of

[ndian politics. Section 123(3) was not
drafted to police every form of partisan
appeal. i

The April 18 broadeast ran on different
axes: gender as 2 mobilising category,
party affiliation as a target, and the Prime

objection here is not to the identity of the
audience, but tothe partisan use of
publicly funded media The siatute’s five
MOUNS were never meant 1o catch that.

A writ petition pending before the
Supreme Court (Diary No. 24600 of

2026), filed by former Congress MP T.N.
Prathapan, and a candidate in the
Jjust-concluded Assembly elections in
Kerala, opens a different statutory route.
It invokes Section 123(7), not Section
123(3). Section 123(7) makes it a corrupt
practice to obtain or procure the

prospects. The sub-section was drafted to
deter candidates from pressuring police
and revenue officials into electioneering;
the petition asks whether its reach
extends to public broadcasters and the
PMO,

The petition argues that the use of
Doordarshan and Sansad TV, along with

grounds of an appeal, Section 123(7) turns
on who was pressed into service to
deliver it

On that reading, the statute reaches
April I8 not through its five nouns but
through irs workforce clause.

This returns the conversation to the
Code. The MCC, unlike the statute, was
written to be open-textured. Part VIL asks
‘what the party n power did with public
resources; the statute asks which of five
categories the appeal invoked, or whose
assistance it precured. The statute sets a
floor on corrupt practice, not a cetling on
what the Code can reach.

The Commission’s silence on Mr.
Madi’s broadcast is not a doctrinal
difficulty. It is achoice not to use the one
instrument in Indian electoral regulation
that was kept open precisely for setings
where the statute may reach only
belatedly, if at all. If the court admits the
petition and the Commission is compelled
to answer, the architecture of MCC
enforcement may face its hardest test yet.
(V. Venkatesan is a journalist and legal
researcher)

THE GIST

-

The April 18 broadcast appears
tohe a texthook Part Vil issue,
raising questions about the
partisan use of Statefunded
mass media and the use of
public recources during the
election period, but the
Commission has taken no
action so far.

hd

While Section 123(3) does noc
«cover such apoeals, the
petition invokes Secton L23(7)
on the assistance of
gavernment servants, bringing
the issue back to the
open-textured MCC, which the
Commission has chosen not to
use,
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What does the latest ruling
mean for Forest Rights Act?

Why did the court intervene in the DLCs decision? What does the law say about eviction and grazing rights?

C.R. Bijoy

The story so far:
n April 20, the Lucknow
Bench of the Allahabad High
Court reminded the District
Level Committea (DLC) under
the Forest Rights Act 2006 in Lakhimpur,
Uttar Pradesh, that any previous court
orders inconsistent with a later law are
null and void.

Why is the order important?

The High Court struck down the DLC's
decision in March 2021, rejecting the
forest rights claims of the Tharus of Palia
Kalan Tehsil, a tribal community, citing a
Supreme Court interim order in 2000
that barred “de-reservation of
forests/sanctuaries/national parks” until
further orders.

The DLC is headed by the District
Collector and includes the Divisional
Forest Officer, the District Tribal Welfare
Otficer, and three district panchayat
members.

The core legal principle in lawmaking
is that all provisions in earlier laws and

court orders that are inconsistent with the
provisions of a later law are null and void.
The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 itself
alsp states that forest rights are
recognised and vested in forest dwellers
“notwithstanding anything contained in
any other law for the time being in force
and subject to the provisions of this Act”.
‘The DLC violated this provision, which is
4 punishable offence.

Has the DLC been punished?

While the order has thus brought relief
across the country, the High Court did not
invoke the mechanism the FRA provides
to sanction offenders. The Gram Sabha is
a statutory authority under the FRA. It
has to issue 60 days' notice to the
State-Level Monitoring Committee to
proceed against the authority violating
the law.

However, the High Court ignored this
provision and instead asked the DLC itself
to reconsider its offence and make its
decision anew in line with existing law
and court orders.

The FRA does not provide for such
allowances.

How has the FRA been superseded?
FRA disallows the eviction or removal of
forest dwellers “from forest land under
their occupation till the recognition and
verification procedure is complete”. For
example, in January 2026, the
Utrarakhand High Court ordered the
forest department that “till final
adjudication of the claims, the
respondents shall refrain from initiating
any coercive action, including eviction of
the petitioners or interference with their
peaceful possession and agricultural
activities on the lands under their
occupation”.

However, there has been repeated
disregard for and violations of the FRA.
For instance, in September 2014, the
Madras High Court had dismissed the plea
of petitioners from Asaripallam, in Theni
district, challenging eviction notices they
had been issued and to consider their
elaims under the FRA. This was based on
the forest officer’s submission that they
were encroachers and weren't eligible for
rights under the FRA.

The Madras High Court stated that the
claim process under the FRA would only

waste the authorities’ time and dismissed
the case.

The same High Court has dismissed
similar petitions under the FRA by
petitioners from Perambalur in 2017,
Tuticorin in 2020, Sivagangai in 2021, and
Theni in 2022. Authorities also continue
to issue eviction orders under the Tamil
Nadu Forest Act (TNFA) 1882, despite such
orders having been overridden by the
FRA.

Does the FRA allow grazing?

On March 13 this year, the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court dismissed a
review petition of the March 2022 order,
noting that “the provisions prohibiting
cattle trespass into forests under Seetion
57 of the Tamil Nadu Forest Act”, to
protect wildlife and the spread of disease,
were the valid legal basis for the ban.

The High Court had initially banned
grazing in all forest areas of Tamil Nadu;
later the same month, it restricted the
ban order to tiger reserves, national
parks, and wildlife sanctuaries, However,
it made no reference to the FRA, which
recognises grazing rights in all forests,
including those overlapping with tiger
reserves, national parks, and wildlife
sanctuaries. FRA is also a central law and
thus overrides a State law with regard to
bath prohibition and permission for
grazing.

This is why the Allahabad High Court
reaffirming that provisions in the later i
override inconsistent provisions in
previous ones, as well as in court erders,
comes as a breath of fresh air.

(C.R. Bijoy examines natural resource
conflicts and governance issues)

THE GIST

-

The High Court reaffirmed that
provisions in a later law
override inconsistent earlier
courl orders, striking down the
DLC's rejection of the Tharus'
forest rights claims,

-

The ruling highlights repeated
digregard of the Forest Rights
Act. including eviction orders
and denial of grazing rights,
despite the law recognising
and protecting these rights.
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UAE says Iran has resumed attacks
as the U.S. moves to reopen Hormuz

LS. military says it intercepted Iranian missiles, sunk six of Tehran’s boats as American-flagged ships pass through the strait;

UAE says Iran targeted oil facility; Tehran denies both claims, says any safe passage through Hormuz must be coordinated

Associated Press
DUBAI

he U.S. military
said it battled Ira-
nian forces and
sank six small boats as it
moved to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz on Monday.
The UAE, a key American
ally, said it had come under
attack from Iran for the
first time since a ceasefire
took hold in early April.
The attacks appeared to
be in response to U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s lat-
est efforts to reopen the
strait, a critical waterway
for global energy. The U.S.
military said two Ameri-
can-flagged merchant
ships had transited the
strait on Monday. Iran’s Re-
volutionary Guards denied
that any commercial ships
had crossed the strait. Ira-
nian state media also de-
nied reports that the U.S.
had sunk Iranian vessels.
The UAE Defence Minis-

A container ship sits at anchor as a small motorboat passes in the
Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran on Monday. REUTERS

try said Iran had launched
f 5 issil it
three shot down and one
falling into the sea.

Indian nationals hurt
Authorities in Fujairah said
an Iranian drone sparked a
fire at a key oil facility,
wounding three Indian na-
tionals. The British mili-
tary reported two cargo
vessels ablaze off the UAE.
The UAE condemned

what it called “renewed
treacherous Iranian ag-
gression” and called for an
immediate halt to the
attacks.

In Oman, authorities
said a residential building
near the strait “was target-
ed,” resulting in two fo-
reign workers wounded.

Responding to the accu-
sations, Iranian state me-
dia, quoting a senior mili-
tary official, said it had “no

plans” to target the UAE.
Breaking Iran’s chokehold
on the strait would ease
global economic concerns
and deny Tehran a major
source of leverage.

But reports of new at-
tacks raised doubts as to
whether shipping compa-
nies would take risks to use
the waterway. Iran has said
the new U.S. effort is a vio-
lation of the fragile truce
that has held for more than
three weeks.

The U.S.-led Joint Mari-
time Information Center
had advised ships on Mon-
day to cross the strait in
Oman’s waters, saying it
had set up an “enhanced
security area.”

Admiral Brad Cooper,
commander of U.S. Central
Command, said American
forces have successfully
opened a passage through
the strait that is free of Ira-
nian mines.

He said Iran launched
multiple cruise missiles,

drones and small boats at
civilian ships, and that U.S.
military helicopters sank
six of the small boats.

Mr. Trump had warned
on Sunday that Iranian ef-
forts to halt passage
through the strait “will, un-
fortunately, have to be
dealt with forcefully” He
described “Project Free-
dom” in humanitarian
terms, designed to aid
stranded seafarers on hun-
dreds of ships that have
been stuck in the Persian
Gulf since the war began.

Iran’s state-run IRNA
news agency called the ef-
fort part of Mr. Trump’s
“delirium.”

Iran’s military com-
mand has warned that
ships passing through the
strait must coordinate with
them. “We warn that any
foreign military force that
intends to approach or en-
ter the strait will be target-
ed,” Major General Ali Ab-
dollahi said.
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