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1. DIVERSIFICATION GAINS

(GS Paper 111 Economy)
This editorial ‘Diversification gains’ was published in The Hindu on 18th May 2026,
highlights India’s export diversification gains amid global trade disruptions and the
need to improve competitiveness in cost, scale and quality.
Export Diversification and Resilience
» Merchandise exports grew nearly 14% to $43.6 billion in April 2026, reflecting
both price effects and wider market access.
» Export diversification deepened as at least 20 sectors added 17 or more new
destinations, reducing dependence on limited markets.
» Key sectors such as engineering goods, petroleum products, electronics, phar-
maceuticals and chemicals recorded higher exports than last year.
» After excluding petroleum-price effects, non-oil exports still rose 9% to about
$40 billion, showing underlying resilience.
» Merchandise export growth also outpaced import growth of 9.9%, strengthening
the external-sector picture.
Regional Shocks and Import Pressures
» Exports to West Asia fell 28% in April, showing that gains elsewhere have not
offset regional losses.
» Imports from West Asia fell 32%, confirming the region’s continuing importance
as a vital trade link for India.
» Gold imports jumped 82% in April, prompting the Prime Minister’s appeal
against gold purchases and the import-duty hike.
Services Edge and Competitiveness Challenge
» Services now form about 49% of total exports, up from 39% in 2014, making
them central to India’s export profile.
» India’s edge in IT services may face pressure as artificial intelligence increasingly
becomes a costly addition.
» Export diversification through trade deals is bearing fruit, but India must improve

cost, scale and quality to become a global contender.
BEYOND EDITORIAL

From Market Diversification to Value-Chain Upgradation
» Value addition: Export success should be measured not only by new

destinations, but by India’s rise in higher-value manufacturing, brands
and technology-intensive trade.
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> Product sophistication: India must move beyond assembly-led electron-
ics exports towards component depth, as seen in mobile phone PLI’s limit-
ed domestic value addition.

» Domestic linkages: Export growth becomes durable when MSMEs, suppliers
and anchor firms integrate, as seen in Chennai-Pune auto-component clusters.

» Quality competitiveness: Wider markets require stronger testing and certifi-
cation systems, as seen in Indian pharma firms facing USFDA warning letters
for CGMP violations.

» Brand creation: India must move beyond supplier status towards global
brands, as seen in South Korea’s Samsung-led shift to high-technology prod-
ucts.

» Technology depth: Export competitiveness needs design, patents and R&D,
as seen in Korea’s innovation-led electronics and semiconductor ecosystem.

> Logistics efficiency: Market access weakens if freight and port costs stay high,
making PM Gati Shakti’s logistics integration critical.

2. OSLO SUMMIT MUST MARK INDIA’S NORTH-

WARD TURN
(GS Paper II International Relations)

This editorial ‘Oslo summit must mark India’s northward turn’ was published in The
Hindu on 18th May 2026, highlights the need to convert India-Nordic engagement from
episodic cooperation into a sustained Arctic-linked strategic partnership.
Changing Strategic Context
» India-Nordic ties have moved beyond climate cooperation, innovation, digitalisation
and blue economy towards strategic depth and economic purpose.
» The Ukraine war and trans-Atlantic strains have unsettled Europe’s security order,
renewing pressure around Greenland and Arctic governance.
» Sweden and Finland’s NATO accession rewired Nordic security architecture,
leaving Russia as the Arctic Council’s only non-NATO member.
» The Russia-China partnership has gained a polar dimension through Arctic shipping
and energy cooperation, shaping India’s Oslo agenda.
Arctic Stakes for India
» India is not an Arctic nation, but warming in the Arctic directly affects

Himalayan regions, monsoons and sea-level rise.




gj DAILY NEWS EDITORIALS

SanskritiilAS

» The Arctic is warming over three times faster than the global average, linking
Barents-Kara ice loss with Indian summer monsoon variability.

» Rising polar melt threatens India’s coastline, ports and island territories through
sea-level rise, making Arctic changes domestically relevant.

» India’s Arctic Council observer status, Himadri station, IndARC observatory
and Gruvebadet lab give it a scientific footprint.

» Science alone cannot protect Indian interests where autonomous mapping,
satellite-enabled seabed technologies and critical infrastructure are reshap-
ing Arctic security.

Connectivity, Capability and Institutional Gaps

» Accelerating ice melt is opening Arctic routes to shipping, resource extraction
and military deployment, increasing the Northern Sea Route’s strategic value.

» Extending the Chennai-Vladivostok corridor to Murmansk could create an
India-Japan-Russia-Northern Europe maritime link without abandoning Nor-
dic ties.

» India needs five Arctic-capable ice-class tankers under its Shipbuilding Financial
Assistance Policy by 2030-31 to avoid losing early-mover advantages.

» An Indo-Arctic Economic Forum could connect Indian manpower, shipping,
energy and infrastructure with emerging Arctic logistics opportunities.

» India should launch an Arctic-Himalaya Climate Corridor with Nordics for
joint monitoring of climate linkages affecting monsoons and sea-level rise.

» India also needs a Special Envoy for Arctic Affairs, unlike other Asian Arctic
Council observer states that already have dedicated capacity.

Sectoral Cooperation and Supply Chains

» Nordic strengths in offshore wind, hydrogen, electric mobility and green shipping
match India’s clean-energy ambitions and technology needs.

» Cooperation should move from buyer-seller ties to co-development in offshore
wind manufacturing, green hydrogen and grid-balancing technologies.

» Norway’s deep-sea mining ambitions and Greenland-linked mineral routes offer
supply-chain diversification amid China-processing concerns.

» Nordic strengths in telecom, semiconductors, batteries, Al and advanced materials
can support India’s manufacturing ambitions and engineering talent.

» Maritime cooperation is vital as India needs secure sea lanes, resilient logistics
and sustainable ports, while Nordics lead in shipping technology.

» Strait of Hormuz disruptions exposed maritime vulnerabilities, making India-Nordic
cooperation in port infrastructure and digitisation strategically valuable.
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BEYOND EDITORIAL

Arctic Governance as a Climate-Security Bridge

» Strategic reframing: India should view the Arctic as a climate-security space
affecting monsoons, coasts and sea routes, as seen in India’s Arctic Policy 2022.

» Himalayan linkage: Arctic warming can influence Indian climate systems, mak-
ing Himadri and IndARC relevant to monsoon and Himalayan risk studies.

» Maritime security: Melting Arctic routes may reshape shipping geography,
requiring India to track the Northern Sea Route and Chennai-Vladivostok
corridor together.

» Critical minerals: Greenland and Nordic-linked mineral routes can support di-
versification, as China dominates processing of rare earths, lithium and cobalt.

» Clean-energy bridge: Nordic strengths in offshore wind, hydrogen and green
shipping can aid India, as seen in Norway’s green shipping leadership.

» Institutional gap: India needs specialised Arctic capacity across diplomacy,
science and security, as China already calls itself a “near-Arctic state.”

» Strategic lesson: Arctic policy should connect climate science, maritime interests

and resources, making India’s northward turn strategically purposeful.

3. AT BEIJING SUMMIT, BOTH TRUMP, XI GOT
WHAT THEY CAME FOR. BUT XI GOT A BIT

MORE

(GS Paper II International Relations)
This editorial ‘At Beijing summit, both Trump, Xi got what they came for. But Xi
got a bit more’ was published in The Indian Express on 18th May 2026, highlights
how the Trump-Xi Beijing summit delivered tactical gains for both leaders while
structurally favouring China.
Managed Optics and Tactical Détente
» Trump’s China visit was a performance of diplomacy, with spectacle and
controlled optics helping both sides project progress.
» Beijing secured a foreign-policy win by hosting Trump as an equal, validating
China’s global standing amid tariff tensions.
» The new formula of constructive strategic stability reframed rivalry as managed

coexistence, replacing open “strategic competition” with guarded cooperation.




gj DAILY NEWS EDITORIALS

SanskritiilAS

» Trump simplified the outcome as “G-2”, while both sides preferred summit
symbolism over resolving deeper structural disputes.
Unresolved Frictions and Selective Concessions
» White House readouts highlighted commercial deals, market access, Chinese
investment and keeping the Strait of Hormuz open and non-militarised.
» Chinese readouts stayed cautious on American specifics, preserving policy space
while avoiding mention of structural overcapacity and systemic differences.
» Taiwan remained the sharpest divergence as Xi’s warning on “poorly handled”
questions forced Trump to avoid public reaffirmation of Six Assurances.
» Washington framed Iran cooperation as firm convergence, but Beijing’s readout
stayed circumspect due to its energy dependence and operational flexibility.
Technology, Rare Earths and China’s Leverage
» The summit left AI and technology issues ambiguous despite Trump confirming
chip exports and Nvidia’s pending H200 sales.
» Beijing benefited more from the October truce, as Al dialogue was accepted in
principle while licence controls remained undefined.
» Rare-earth export controls became China’s strongest bargaining tool, turning
critical minerals into leverage against U.S. tariff escalation.
» China retained a resilient rare-earth supply chain, allowing tactical concessions
without surrendering its deeper structural advantage.
India’s Strategic Reading
» For India, reduced great-power crisis risk may ease energy markets, but
two-power coordination can narrow room for other major powers.
» A declining China-U.S. incentive for meaningful concessions could make
India’s bilateral and multilateral diplomacy more difficult.
» The summit showed tactical recognition, not strategic reconciliation, as the U.S.

gained time while the balance of advantage tilted towards Beijing.

BEYOND EDITORIAL

Multipolarity Risk in a Managed Bipolar Order
» Bipolar pressure: A tactical U.S.-China détente may reduce instability, but
create a managed order, as seen in past G-2 climate and trade bargains.

» Strategic autonomy: India must avoid dependence on either pole, as seen in

QUAD cooperation alongside S-400 purchase and discounted Russian oil imports.
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» Technology leverage: U.S.-China bargaining on chips, Al and rare earths can
affect India’s ambitions, making India Semiconductor Mission vital.

» Supply-chain risk: China’s rare-carth leverage shows why India needs mineral
and battery resilience with Japan, Australia and the Mineral Security Partnership.

» Diplomatic space: Selective U.S.-China coordination may squeeze India in multi-
lateral forums, as seen in WTO, climate finance and technology-rule negotiations.

» Global South role: India can preserve multipolarity by voicing developing-coun-
try priorities, as seen in G20 2023 and Voice of Global South summits.

» Strategic lesson: India’s challenge is building enough economic, technolog-
ical and diplomatic weight, as seen in iICET, IMEC and QUAD minilaterals.
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