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1. TRUMP’S HUBRIS AND THE COST TO THE
WORLD ORDER

(GS Paper II International Relations)
This editorial ‘Trump’s hubris and the cost to the world order’ was published in The
Hindu on 27th Apr 2026, highlights how Donald Trump’s overconfidence in West
Asia has weakened U.S. credibility, exposed modern war realities, and complicated
India’s diplomatic space.

False Victory and Credibility Loss

» Trump’s conduct reflects hubris, as unilateral actions and exaggerated victory
claims are reshaping the liberal world order.

» The West Asian conflict shows that not every war produces a clear winner,
making “no win fragile peace” a more realistic reading.

» Iran has been battered but not defeated, while the Islamabad truce allowed
Tehran to negotiate without conceding victory.

» Trump’s premature claims to have ended the war appear increasingly unreal,
reducing U.S. peace-making to spectacle and image management.

» The U.S. role as security guarantor has weakened, as Arab states question

Washington’s reliability, including its nuclear umbrella.

Modern War Realities and Strategic Misreading

» Smaller armies can stretch major powers through low-cost tactics, making
Israel’s belief in dismantling Iran’s proxy network a possible miscalculation.

» Israel’s role in creating suspicion through alleged misinformation has deepened
regional distrust and complicated any stable post-war settlement.

» Trump’s deadline-based diplomacy replaced military logic with arbitrary victory
claims, even as casualties, displacement and uncertainty continued.

» Pakistan’s request for ceasefire extension gave Trump a face-saving route, though

the conflict’s basic strategic risks remained unresolved.

Hormuz, Iran and Fragile Ceasefire Politics
» The ceasefire briefly created space, but Israel’s role became secondary as atten-
tion shifted to the Strait of Hormuz.
» Trump’s warning on blocking Hormuz turned an older naval idea into a potential

global chokepoint, threatening oil flows and maritime trade.
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» lIran’s claim that it will never seek a nuclear weapon suggests the current
ceasefire may remain temporary and uncertain.
» Any renewed escalation depends heavily on Trump’s mood swings, leaving

U.S.-Iran talks without clarity on timing or likelihood.

Pakistan’s Rise and India’s Strategic Dilemma

» Pakistan’s emergence as conciliator is troubling for India, especially as Trump
calls Islamabad an indispensable broker.

» Pakistan has gained diplomatic visibility by claiming to have helped avert a wider
war, improving its standing with the United States.

» Field Marshal Asim Munir’s equation with Trump has helped Pakistan project
itself as a net security guarantor for the Islamic world.

» India must tread carefully because denigrating Pakistan or Munir’s role may
prove counterproductive in the present diplomatic setting.

» Strategic patience is essential, as India must respond to altered regional equations

without overreacting to Pakistan’s temporary diplomatic advantage.
BEYOND EDITORIAL

India’s Exposure to West Asian Shockwaves

> Energy security: West Asian instability can quickly affect India’s import basket,
especially as LPG and crude routes remain exposed to the Strait of Hormuz.

> Supply diversification: India’s crude imports from around 40 countries show
growing resilience, but sudden chokepoint risks still test refinery planning and
price stability.

» Diaspora safety: Millions of Indian workers in Gulf economies make regional
crises a human-security concern, not merely an oil or diplomacy issue.

> Remittance stability: Conflict-driven job losses or evacuation pressures in
the Gulf can affect household incomes in states such as Kerala, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

» Maritime preparedness: The Indian Navy’s presence in the Arabian Sea
becomes vital during disruptions, as energy flows, shipping insurance and
trade costs are interlinked.

> Balanced diplomacy: India must manage ties with Iran, Israel, Gulf monarchies
and the U.S. without appearing aligned with any single conflict bloc.

» Economic insulation: Strategic petroleum reserves, alternative suppliers and
rupee-settlement options can reduce short-term shocks during sudden West
Asian escalations.
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2. SUMMER AS A SOURCE OF INCOME SHOCK
FOR GIG WORKERS

(GS Paper III Economy)
This editorial ‘Summer as a source of income shock for gig workers’ was published
in The Hindu on 27th Apr 2026, highlights how extreme heat creates health risks,
income shocks and policy gaps for India’s gig and delivery workforce.

Heat Exposure and Income Shock

» Prolonged heatwaves are now a recurring Indian summer feature, making
preparedness an economic concern beyond health management.

» India’s gig workforce was about 7.7 million in 2020-21 and may reach 23
million by 2029-30, making heat exposure a major labour issue.

» Earnings from platform work depend on trips, deliveries and app hours, so heat
slows mobility, raises fatigue and directly reduces income.

» Unlike salaried employees, gig workers lack paid leave or work-from-home

options, making extreme heat an immediate income shock.

Incomplete Preparedness and Fragmented Governance

» India’s Heat Action Plans and early warnings have improved preparedness, but
policies still treat heat mainly as a medical emergency.

» Standard advisories on staying indoors, reducing activity and taking breaks are
unrealistic for workers whose income depends on mobility.

» Water kiosks, shaded rest areas and cooling centres rarely suit highly mobile
delivery workers, reducing mortality but not income loss.

» Heat stress sits across climate policy, labour regulation, urban planning and
platform governance, but responsibility remains fragmented.

» Health departments track illness, disaster agencies manage emergency response,
labour departments face the ambiguous status of gig workers, and platforms op-
timise incentives with limited climate-risk integration.

» Women gig workers face added health, safety and unpaid care burdens, making

heat-linked income disruption harder to absorb.

Labour, Platform and Resilience Reforms
» Heat must be treated as a labour issue, with rest norms, shaded waiting points

and drinking-water access seen as basic safeguards.
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» Policymakers must address income volatility through labour protections or welfare
integration, since adaptation remains incomplete without loss cushioning.

» Digital platforms should be part of preparedness, using heat-sensitive design,
flexible performance metrics and reduced delivery pressure during peak heat.

» Stronger coordination among labour departments, urban bodies, disaster authorities
and platform regulators is needed before summer intensifies.

» Urban climate resilience must mean safe work and stable earnings, not only

advisories, cooling centres or reactive emergency measures.

BEYOND EDITORIAL
Climate Risk as a New Labour Inequality

» Unequal exposure: Heatwaves affect poor outdoor workers more severely
because they lack air-conditioned workplaces, paid leave and income buffers.

» Informal vulnerability: Gig workers share risks with street vendors, con-
struction workers, waste pickers and rickshaw pullers whose earnings depend
on daily mobility.

» Legal recognition: The Code on Social Security, 2020 recognises gig and
platform workers, creating a basis for climate-linked welfare coverage.

» Urban inequality: Heat risk is higher in dense settlements, traffic corridors
and market zones, where workers face pollution, poor shade and limited drink-
ing water.

» Gendered burden: Women workers face added care duties, safety concerns
and health risks, making heat-linked income loss more difficult to absorb.

> Welfare redesign: Heat insurance, emergency cash transfers and paid rest
windows can make climate adaptation meaningful for workers outside formal
employment.

» Productivity justice: Treating heat as a labour inequality issue links climate

policy with wages, occupational safety and urban livelihood protection.

3. INFORMATION ASYMMETRY IN HIGHER

EDUCATION

(GS Paper I Society)
This editorial ‘Information asymmetry in higher education’ was published in The Hindu
on 27th Apr 2026, highlights how uneven, unverifiable and non-comparable information
distorts student choices, institutional quality signals and trust in India’s higher education

system.
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Choice Distortion in an Expanding Education Market
» India’s higher education enrolment rose from 3.42 crore in 2014-15 to 4.33 crore
in 2021-22, making student choice wider but more complex.
» Students weigh cost, quality and location, while institutions know more about
faculty, pedagogy, infrastructure and placement outcomes.
» Unequal knowledge creates information asymmetry, where students depend on
brochures, advertisements, informal advice and selective data.
» Akerlof’s market for lemons explains how weaker institutions imitate quality
through branding, marketing and selective disclosure.
» Students may choose unsuitable institutions, while genuinely good institutions
struggle to distinguish themselves in an unrewarding market.
Information Overload and Quality-Signalling Failure
» The problem is information overload, as websites, rankings, data portals and
social media offer volume without clarity.
» Much institutional data is self-reported or promotional, with inconsistent
definitions of faculty strength, research output and placements.
» Students often rely on visible quality signals such as brand name, campus
infrastructure or fees, which may not reflect academic quality.
» When visibility dominates choices, institutions may prioritise image-building
over teaching-learning processes and student support.
» Poor choices affect employability, trust and graduate outcomes, weakening
goals such as SDG-4 and Viksit Bharat 2047.
Public Data Systems and Their Limits
» Public rankings and verified portals can reduce dependence on informal sources
by making information structured and comparable.
» India’s NIRF, introduced in 2016, standardises teaching resources, research
output, graduation outcomes, outreach and perception.
» Common definitions and formats improve comparability, helping students
assess enrolment, accreditation and faculty strength more reliably.
» Rankings depend on selected indicators and weightage, pushing institutions
toward measurable scores over actual quality.
» Classroom experience, mentoring and work-integrated learning remain diffi-
cult to measure through conventional ranking systems.
» Over-interpreting ranks can create false institutional gaps, making rank bands

and methodological transparency essential.
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Need for Credible Public Information
» Higher education reform needs verified data, clearer definitions, transparent
methodologies, accessible platforms and better visualisation.
» Credible public information supports informed choices for students and
strengthens institutional accountability and trust.
» Without reducing information asymmetry, the market may reward persuasive

presentation over genuine educational quality.

BEYOND EDITORIAL

From Rankings to Student Rights

» Rights-based choice: Higher education transparency should protect students

before admission, not merely offer grievance remedies after institutional fail-
ure.

» Mandatory disclosure: Institutions should publish programme-wise fees,
accreditation status, faculty strength, placements and dropout data in com-
parable public formats.

» Misleading claims: False placement records, inflated infrastructure
claims and selective advertisements should face penalties because they
distort educational choices.

» Grievance redressal: The UGC Student Grievance Regulations, 2023
provide a framework that can strengthen accountability when institutional
promises are violated.

» First-generation learners: Transparent information especially helps rural,
low-income and first-generation students who lack family networks for insti-
tutional verification.

» Career counselling: School-level counselling can reduce blind dependence
on brand image, peer pressure and coaching-centre advice during college se-
lection.

» Equity outcome: Student rights-based regulation can reward genuine aca-
demic quality while reducing the advantage of institutions with stronger mar-

keting capacity.
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