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1. SHOULD THE ABORTION LAW BE AMENDED

FOR MINOR RAPE VICTIMS?
(GS Paper I Society)

This editorial ‘Should the abortion law be amended for minor rape victims?’ was
published in The Hindu on 8th May 2026, highlights the need to reform India’s
abortion law for safer, rights-based access, especially for minor rape survivors.
Conditional Law and Ground-Level Barriers
» India’s abortion framework rests on Section 88 of the BNS and the MTP Act,
making abortion legal only under specified conditions.
» The MTP Act created conditional access, while the Supreme Court later
recognised reproductive autonomy as part of fundamental rights.
» Access remains uneven because decisions depend on doctors, certified facilities,
legal awareness and local interpretation of medical conditions.
» Shortage of trained providers, weak facilities and stigma delay care, especially
where later pregnancies require higher medical skill.
Minor Survivors and Gestational Limits
» The MTP Act allows termination up to 24 weeks, with later abortions requiring
stricter certification or risk to the pregnant woman’s life.
» Minor rape survivors often discover pregnancy late due to trauma, stigma,
restricted mobility, family control and lack of awareness.
» Rigid gestational limits create hardship in rape, mental health and adolescent
cases, even when abortion may be clinically safe.
» The editorial stresses that law should enable healthcare access, not become a
barrier through narrow statutory interpretation.
Criminalisation and Provider Fear
» Abortion remains within a criminal framework, so providers fear prosecution if
procedural conditions or documentation are later questioned.
» Police involvement, unclear protocols and liability concerns discourage doctors
from providing lawful abortion services in minor cases.
» The present model is not fully rights-based, because pregnant persons must
satisfy conditions instead of accessing abortion as healthcare.

» The discussion favours moving towards abortion on request or broader decisional

autonomy to reduce unsafe and delayed practices.
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POCSO-MTP Conflict
» The POCSO Act mandates reporting of sexual assault involving minors, while
the MTP Act permits termination when a minor is pregnant.
» Mandatory reporting may deter adolescents from hospitals, especially in consensual
teenage relationships that legally fall under POCSO.
» The 2022 Supreme Court allowed minors to access abortion without identity

disclosure, but implementation remains weak on the ground.

BEYOND EDITORIAL

Victim-Centric Support Beyond Legal Termination

» Trauma counselling: Minor rape survivors need immediate psychosocial
support under Mission Vatsalya, because abortion access alone cannot
address shock, shame and post-traumatic distress.

» One-stop care: Integrated services through Sakhi One Stop Centres can
provide medical aid, police assistance, legal counselling and shelter under
one institutional roof.

» Family mediation: Many minors face family or community pressure, so
trained counsellors under Child Welfare Committees must keep consent,
safety and dignity survivor-centric.

» Confidentiality protection: Privacy safeguards under POCSO are essential
because identity exposure can intensify stigma, school dropout, relocation
and secondary victimisation.

> Rehabilitation support: Survivors need education, nutrition, safe accom-
modation and compensation support through Nirbhaya Fund schemes when
family support is weak.

» Legal handholding: Child-friendly legal aid through NALSA can help
minors navigate POCSO proceedings without repeated questioning, in-
timidation or institutional confusion.

» Social reintegration: Long-term recovery needs community-sensitive re-
habilitation, as seen in Ujjawala-type support models, so the survivor is

not reduced to the assault or case.
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2. OP SINDOOR SHONE LIGHT ON CHALLENGES

AHEAD

(GS Paper I1I Security)
This editorial ‘Op Sindoor shone light on challenges ahead’ was published in The Indian
Express on 8th May 2026, highlights India’s post-Operation Sindoor security challenges,
especially intelligence gaps, defence modernisation and strategic preparedness.
Operation Sindoor and Strategic Messaging
» Operation Sindoor answered doubts about India’s response capacity after
Pahalgam and showed readiness to target state-sponsored terrorism.
» India’s military and political messaging signalled that New Delhi held Pakistan
responsible and acted with national consensus.
» The response was calibrated because a full-scale India-Pakistan conflict under a
nuclear shadow has no easy outcome.
Persistent Intelligence and Border Challenges
» The Pahalgam attack exposed continuing weakness in actionable ground
intelligence, especially human intelligence networks.
» Cross-border infiltration remains difficult to stop fully, making India’s security
challenge wider than episodic military retaliation.
» Multi-party visits can help India shape the global narrative and acknowledge
growing diplomatic support beyond the Trump administration.
Defence Preparedness and Modernisation
» India must deepen defence and intelligence cooperation with like-minded partners
while building independent capacity in conventional and cyber warfare.
» Future warfare demands precision drones, rapid deployment and modern
defence procurement suited to short-notice contingencies.
» India should modernise defence procurement, partner with private innovators and
use domestic resources for faster capability development.
Strategic Clarity and National Unity
» Pakistan needs clear messaging that domestic and international audiences must
understand India’s position without ambiguity.

» The editorial rejects old policy shibboleths, arguing that India’s strategic

response must evolve with new threats and technologies.
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BEYOND EDITORIAL

Civil Defence and Internal Resilience Against Hybrid Threats

> Public preparedness: Modern security requires trained citizens and local
administrations, as seen in NDMA drills, because hybrid threats disrupt life
beyond military zones.

» Cyber hygiene: Phishing, malware and data breaches can weaken
institutions during crises, so CERT-In advisories and cyber audits
must guide official preparedness.

» Misinformation control: False videos and hostile propaganda can
distort public opinion, as seen during conflict misinformation waves,
making PIB-style fact-checking essential.

» Critical infrastructure: Power grids, ports, telecom and transport
networks need stronger protection, as Mumbai 26/11 showed civilian
assets can become strategic targets.

» Local coordination: District administrations, police, hospitals and disaster teams
must coordinate drills, as Ukraine’s war experience shows first response is often
local.

> Media responsibility: Responsible reporting during operations prevents panic
and protects secrecy, as Kargil coverage showed information discipline affects
national security.

» Social resilience: Communal harmony and unity become security assets,

because adversaries can exploit internal divisions through radicalisation,

rumours and online polarisation.

3. ROAD FROM SANTA MARTA, TO AN EQUITA-
BLE GREEN TRANSITION

(GS Paper III Environment and Ecology)
This editorial ‘Road from Santa Marta, to an equitable green transition’ was
published in The Indian Express on 8th May 2026, highlights the need for a just

green transition that avoids shifting ecological and social costs to the Global

South.
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Santa Marta and Fossil Fuel Deadlock

» The Santa Marta conference sought consensus on phasing down fossil fuels, but
success depends on today’s geopolitical and economic conditions.

» The U.S.-Israel-Iran conflict disrupted the Strait of Hormuz, raised oil prices
and weakened poorer businesses, while major oil and gas firms gained windfall
profits.

» The energy shock creates opposing pressures: poorer countries need faster

transition, but fossil fuel firms gain stronger ability to delay climate action.

Green Transition and Resource Inequality

» Solar panels, wind turbines and EVs require copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt and
rare earths, many of which are concentrated in the Global South.

» Resource-rich developing countries face unequal extraction, where wealthy
nations appropriate minerals while shifting environmental and social costs
outward.

» Nickel mining in Indonesia, lithium extraction in Chile and cobalt mining in
Congo show how green technologies can create toxic pollution, water stress
and labour exploitation.

Need for a Just Transition

» Workers and frontline communities in resource-rich countries have a right to
labour-safe and environment-protected green infrastructure for the Global
North.

» A shift from fossil fuels is essential, but an ecologically unequal transition
remains structurally unjust if the Global South only supplies raw materials.

» The Global South must shape the transition as co-developer, not supplier, using
political and economic leverage in future negotiations.

India’s Role

» India was absent from Santa Marta, but its global role and moral responsibility
require participation in the 2027 Tuvalu conference.

» India must support rapid climate action that is equitable enough to avoid

reproducing the harms created by fossil-fuel dependence.
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BEYOND EDITORIAL

Circular Economy as a Justice-Based Green Transition Tool

> Resource efficiency: Recycling and reuse can reduce fresh lithium, cobalt and
rare earth extraction, lowering pressure on Congo, Chile and Indonesia.

» Urban mining: Recovering metals from e-waste and old electronics, as in
India’s E-Waste Rules, can convert waste into strategic resources.

> Battery recycling: Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 can reduce
hazardous dumping, recover lithium and support cleaner electric vehicle
supply chains.

> Repair economy: Repair, refurbishment and longer product life cycles, as
promoted by India’s Right to Repair portal, can cut mineral demand.

> Producer responsibility: Extended Producer Responsibility can make
firms accountable for collection, recycling and safe disposal across the
clean-technology life cycle.

» Technology sharing: Affordable recycling technologies can help the
Global South capture value, as lithium battery recycling is still concen-
trated in advanced economies.

» Justice linkage: Circular economy strengthens climate justice by reducing

extractive dependence, protecting mining communities and making green

transition less resource-intensive.
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