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1. If DNA is the instruction manual, we just opened a big second
volume(THE HINDU PAGE NO 7)

1. GS lll (Science & Tech)

2. Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications
in everyday life; Awareness in the fields of Bio-technology.

3. Concepts: Epigenetics, DNA methylation, paramutation,
genome-wide association studies (GWAS), non-Mendelian
inheritance.
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team led by researchers at the
Johins Hopkins School of
Medicine has found that several

inherired trales in the mouse

genome break the ntles Gregor Mendel
Laidd dhonn i the 19th century abost how
genes work. This is not because the genes
muate bur because of chemical
modifications of the genome that can
| jump across generations, change
depending on whether an animal i male
o fermale, and even copy themselves
from one copy of a gene w another.

el Andings were reported recently
i Nature Genelics.

While the study was in mice, the
impdications go Gr beyond - a5 the same
mechanisms may alsn shape himan
Tealth, and be able 1o expliin conditions
that have lorg resisted genetic analysis.

‘On’ amad olf” genes
Every cell in the bady carries two kinds of
genetic informwation. One i the sequence
= thee owder of the four chemical bases, A,
T, G, and C, that spells out which proteins
3 gene produces. This is the genome that
.Flﬂldﬂl have spemt decades mapping.

The asher is abow whether 3 small
chemical compound = called the methyt
g {-CHp ~ s atached oo the [iNA an
cations.

hen cytosines are methylated, the

gene is usually silenced. When the group
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The researchers also identified at
least five new genes displaving

i removed, the gene can b
mgabin. This process of switching genes 'on”
i ‘off” withour changing the

g

sequence s called cprgmmc

are ot gl.'mwnrnl. They can even differ
berween tissues — .. bver cells and

muscle celis by. Many

of thiem are also reversed when the body
makes frech sperm or e

The new study has found this rule to be
violated.

Vastly underestimated

The rescarchers used a rechnology called
nanopore sequending. A sngle strand of

DNA b threaded throtgh a microsoopic

A new first

The researchers also identified o heast
fivee new gemes displaying genomic
imprinting = where the level of
methytation depends on whether the
gene was inherited from the mother or
the father.

genomic imprinting — where the
Tevel of methylation. dxm:nlb.un
whether the gene was inherited

in sufficient amounts, the effects may
Inchade inferility and

They

T Bt if the

(having no sperm in the semen).

The team also identified twa Hkely
instances of paramutation related to the
gene Vpdre and a dowristream stretch of
the genome. Bioth these areas are

variant is yiated in
females = as the new findings sugges: can
happen - a dmaghter’s own copies of the
fene would be unmethylated and her ears
wiould be unaffected,

Evens more broadly, the findings imply
that g

that became embedded in the mouse

genome.
Acoording 1o the study's authors, these

studies =
an increasingly popular kind of study that
books: fior the genetle varians lnked to

diseases = may be missing a significant

‘The mast striking finding fiad to do fractinn of heritable varktion because
e ~ the pore. Mmhhsrpm wirh a plwmmhulmm wﬂ:cﬁ~< iy be central o the that variation ks ned in the sequence.
through, it tinct bl i Here, the ol one copy they have Tnstead, the study’s authors leve angued
e of a gene - say, the one inberited from been known to resist the bady s the work opens the door to a new kind of
I differe; the father th i i amlysis: allele-specific epigenome wide
b from unmethylted other copy, inherited from the mother. when sperm of studies, which trace
mmmmmm The “rewritten” mother’s copy then egEs methylation paiterns rather than
through the next sequence variangs, 1o find pars of the
;pu_o_ | strains. | Again, scientists had el Genonre wide assoclation studies genome associted with dlsms.si]nl
diffred at M.Homotpodum jon in phants and engi 4 The study atso offers a new Fa ko thods
Ofthe 7600 or w0 locat ice befire. This is thie first time it has xplain heritable rafis thar Human
ponames where the methvlation pm:u been reparted ta be namrally ocourming in | have aruggled to study using genetics Ifmm%mmmm,?‘wm
differed, around 93% followed Mendel's amammal's gename. For insance, a condizion called mqhu
rulles. Theat bs, methybarbon had passed Iny the stiady, the parammated gene wis | hyperrichosis pi s bestids o
rediabaly from parent to offspring. But in Capnll, which contains the recipe for a growih of corse, diark hair on the outer ml wel\m.- ropened it today,
the remabming 7% o so, the ressarchers protein that is active in the testes during war and is prevalent anong South Astan  retired scleniit,

identitied more than 3040 instances of

meiosis. When this protein is not available

men. it is transmitted from fathers o som
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2. A new security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact(THE HINDU
PAGE NO 8)

1. GS Il (International Relations)

2. Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
involving India and/or affecting India's interests; Effect of policies and
politics of developed and developing countries.

3. Concepts: Makkah Joint Defence Agreement (MJDA), Middle East
geopolitics, collective security alliances, strategic realignment, impact
on India's energy security.

A new security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact

he Makkah Joint Defence Agreement rule, which brutally suppressed the Al-Saud. For Kingdom. The foregoing is not to deride the MJDA
(MIDA), signed on August 7, 2026, by the similar reasons, from Tiirkive, Ankara's boots on as merely a ic exercise. It symbaolises the
top leaders of Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and the ground have been shunned by most congruence of the three large Sunni powers with
Pakistan, is the first regional realignment since post-independence Arab regimes. considerable complementarity: the Saudi $83
s WA 1 M txt s b eveml, LT AR | miioryi k) coe coicesi0
war. e the ) text has not been revealed, o as amas military in ool ng on
the joint statement issued specifically states that Mahesh Sachdev and motley Syrian militias, many of which are and P 6,60,000-strong armed
“any armed attack against any one of the three Retired Indian arathema to the Gulf regimes, rlaj_e’s forces. Their defence and’ security
states shall be regarded as an attack against them Ambagsador, Revep Tayyip Erdogal 4 cross-pollination through military exercises,
all”, ; specialising in the tolead the Sunni Islmmcmﬂdmmmhme interoperability of weapon systems and
This echoes infamous Article 5 of the North Arab world and Kingdom’s self-image of being the Custodian of co-production and development of hardware
ofl Issues Islam’s Two Holiest Shrines. Riyadh does not would be beneficial to them all. Additionally,
continence playing second fiddle to Turkey or Tiirkiye and Pakistan could gain political
any other Muslim power. President Erdogan had influence in the Kingdom and enrich themselves.
a testy relationship with Saudi Crown Prince At this stage, the MIDA's future appears
Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) over the 2018 uncertain. It may flourish if a low-burn attrition
murder of Jamal Khashoggi, a U.S.-based Saudi war continues to ripple through the region.
journalist, in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Ironically, if an all-out shooting war breaks out,
Defence Alliance (MMDA) in the last week of July. Turkish leaks on this episode sullied MbS's image, | Tirkiye and Pakistan may be hesitant to commit
making him a western outlier. forces against Iran, their neighbour. At the other
Shifting alignments, uncertain stakes ©On the other hand, Pakistani troop end, if peace prevails, the M/DA would become
Ay analysis of the MDA faces multiple deployments in Saudi Arabia in the past resulted | superfluous, A market share scrimmage among
uncertainties, induding ongoing regional in frictions due to chain of command disputes, the oil exporters would create a glut, affecting the
turbudence, partners’ previous karma, and their Ifamabad’s refusal to have its troops shorm of Saudi capacity o bankroll the MIDA partners.
varied expectations. This hazy context creates a Shias and its reluctance to confront Iran or Having suffered ranian doggedness and
-pull effect: from anticipati the MIDA Yemen. Armed forces in Tiirkiye and Pakistan Trumpian tantrums, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
mlgpm&nmﬁmadughnplmaimmk have a long: ing tradition of tism Arabs are currently experimenting with various
being a scemlraﬂy desultory, inconsequential Saudis have kept armed forces and the National security alternatives. The Saudis began the SMDA
response to their asymmetric defence and Guard, both with an American-styled set up, out with Pakistan last year and have felt the need for
security challenges, Some also see it as inducing of politics since the Ikhwan militia insurrection an MMDA and MJDA. They do not appear to be
minter-polarisation and alarming oth (the Late 1920s) and the Makkah siege of 1979 playing a zero-sum game between semi-reliable
stakeholders from Iran and its non-state allies, Both Tiirkiye and Pakistan have an active border Pakistan and India. US. President Donald
Israel, Kurds, and Greece to the United Arab with Iran - offering a potentially lucrative Trump’s unreliability was on full display to the
Emirates and India. To walk back, the Saudi post-war economic bonanza that they would be Saudis recently in his last-minute Abraham
Deputy Foreign Minister has clarified that it is loath to forego. Pakistan’s enthusiasm for the Accords rider to the recent nuclear agreement
neither an effort to establish a military axis nor a MJDA is circumscribed by its 900 kilometre-long with the Kingdom. The Saudis may not wish to
sectarian bloc. He denied any link to nuclear border with Iran, a large Shia minority, internal further complicate their dependence on Uncle
ambitions or an anms race. ‘iﬂ.l.l] ity challenges and hostility \MII] Inliaa and Sam by deepening their entanglement with
“This denial is unlikely to pierce the statement’s i In a typical doublespeak, last week, Ankara and Istamabad, both ultimately subject to
conspicuous silence about the precise threats that F:ﬁasran began formal discussions on a Free Washington's dictates,
the MIDA is geared to confront, the U.S.-1Iran war Trade Agreement with Iran, notwithstanding the
;oﬂing I-}m region, Istaeli agg-resswd h'eeness. thrfe.m U.S. sanctions, the MIDA and the SMDA. The i::\djplications for India N
rom the non-state actors, and the impact of Depending on various scenarios panning out, the
choke point constrictions. It also refrains from Riyadh's security needs MJDA can impact India’s interests in multiple
either inviting like-minded regional powers to The MJDA is clearly fulcrumed around Saudi ways, While india needs to keep a steely eve on
join in or an uplink with the existing collective security requirements, which Riyadh expects Pakistan's attempt to align the MDA partners
security architectures provided by the Arab Tiirkive and Pakistan to mitigate as part of a with it against India, New Delhi should not
League, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation “friends with benefits” arrangement. However, overreact. As the world's third-largest crude oil
Ko R | bbb
Tvers point out that t im complex i next 15 years, 1 the
world has remained divided against Israel for attacks on its vital and vulnerable oil and civil Kingdom’s third-largest market and second
close w eight decades. Hence, the prospect of the Depending infrastructure by Iran and its proxies, the largest trading partner. Like Saudi Arabia, India
MIDA being a precursor to a Muslim NATO pencig:on closures of the Strait of Hormuz and Bab has been both a consistent and moderate
]mladsvd&ag::mh:lrjan a;:g its mi:k;:nxies L:i‘:;;:::f:‘“‘“l al—Mang:?a a:ﬂ;ilhﬁpoﬁgle Imwr;_ctbn by rluad pro-stas rgfm power amenable (o simpler
@ rs far-fetched at this stage. Moreover, even SCCIArios restive 1 t is unclear if Tiirkive an ligy economic con
aspgﬁaduee MDA mmﬁ allies of the U.S. unfold. the Pakistan can meetg.wdldnﬁenges. where the " Riyadh finds ties with IndJla uncluttered by
(which remains suspiciously silent), it is undlear if Makkah Joint us. Cenir.ll Command, with its large, EXITAneoLs consudelmnﬂn;. Indiaisa
itis meant to substitute the regional Pax Defence lungﬁmdmg;resem:e and state-of-the-art geo-strategically safe bet for the turbulent Gulf.
Americana or (o serve as a surrogate for the Agrecment equipment, filed. The new allies could perhaps Riyadh, facing a huge paradigm shift, is most
ancien regime. In the same vein, if the proposed p MIDA 1 upstage the U.S. in having more boots on the unlikely to wade into supporting Pakistan's
Muskis NATO in future decides to confront Israel, | HPA) could ground in Saudi Arabia, but the Kingdom is adventurism against India, So, while the MDA
the U.S. would have scored its own goal. f'"'-"-'l I“'J_'“ 5 unlikely to face a ground invasion. Moreover, may give Islamabad an adrenaline high,
Moreover, the MJDA is beset by various snags. interests in refying on foreign forces to address internal Pakistan's quest to match India’s rise through
The Saudis have bitter memories of the Ottoman several ways security challenges would be bad optics for the mitary fuster in West Asia is unlikely to succeed.




3. Xi Jinping’s doctrine for a self-governing party(THE HINDU PAGE

NO 9)

1. GS Il (International Relations)

2. Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing

countries on India's interests.

3. Concepts: Chinese Communist Party (CPC) internal governance,
political centralization, anti-corruption campaigns as political tools,
ideological entrenchment.

Xi Jinping’s doctrine for a self-governing party

he July meeting of the

Politburo of the

Communist Party of

China (CPC) ended with
an announcement that the fifth
plenary session of the 20th
Central Committee will convene in
Beijing in October.

The meeting said that the
plenum would focus on major
issues concerning comprehensive
and strict self-governance within
the party. This concept has been
closely connected with the
ruthless anti-corruption and
conduct improvement campaign
that China’s President Xi Jinping
has been carrying out ever since
he first took charge in 2012.

The plenum’s focus on it is
indicative of an effort to further
deepen Mr. Xi's control over the
party ahead of the 21st Party
Congress next year, where, in all
likelihood, Mr. Xi will seek a
fourth term as General Secretary.

The tables appear to have been
set for precisely that outcome as
there is no serious contender in
sight, and much of the machinery
that Mr. Xi has built over the past
13 years has been geared, in one
way or another, towards ensuring
that there is none.

Beyond scale

1t is difficult to overstate the scale
of Mr. Xi’s anti-corruption
campaign.

Between 2012 and 2025, some
7.011 million party members were
disciplined or dismissed, among
them 930 ‘tigers’, or centrally
managed senior cadres. The
unprecedented reach of all this is
underscored by a striking fact:
that three members of the 20th
Politburo — a body constituted
only in October 2022 — have been
sacked.

Additionally, alongside the
anti-corruption wave, a sweeping
campaign has been targeting the
persistent issues of formalism,
bureaucratism, hedonism and
extravagance within the party,
which are the four ills that
undermine party conduct,
according to the central
Eight-Point Regulation issued in

Chairperson,
Geostrategy
Programme, The
Takshashila

Institution

It is difficult to
overstate the
scale of Mr. Xi's
anti-corruption
campaign.
Between 2012
and 2025, some
7.011 million
party members
were disciplined
or dismissed

2012. By official accounting,
roughly 1.5 million people have
been caught in this crackdown
since 2012. Mr. Xi has left little
doubt that neither drive will ease.
If anything, the message from
Beijing is that the pressure will be
sustained, and intensified.

Yet reading the comprehensive
and strict party self-governance
project through the
anti-corruption lens alone misses
its ambition.

Mr. Xi’s party-building agenda is
considerably more broader.

Strengthening the foundation
Earlier this year, Cai Qi, a member
of the Politburo Standing
Committee and a close confidant
of Mr. Xi, formally announced the
establishment of *Xi Jinping
Thought on Party Building” —a
branch of the wider canon of *Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era’.

Chinese media commentary
and policy discourse have since
stressed the depth of its
significance, emphasising that this
is not merely a set of instructions
on discipline, but rather a
systematised body of doctrine that
distils the laws governing how a
long-term ruling Marxist party
should build and govern itself.

In practice, this means an
ideological and institutional
edifice is being constructed to
further entrench Mr. Xi’s
authority, and bind the CPC ever
more tightly to his vision. Ideology
supplies the frame, organisational
control and incentive structures
shape who rises, and discipline
enforces loyalty. Together, they
are the tools with which Mr. Xi is
remaking the party in the image of
his own reading of China’s
trajectory and policy goals, the
furure he believes the country
must pursue, and the kind of
cadre he believes must carry it
there.

This mindset runs through a
recent authoritative essay from the
party’s discipline inspection and
supervision apparatus. There are
three key takeaways from it, which

are indicative of what one can
expect in the months and years
ahead.

First, there is unabashed praise
for Mr. Xi. The essay attributes all
the achievements of discipline
work in the new era to Mr. Xi’s
“navigation and helmsmanship”
and instructs cadres to mould
themselves in Mr. Xi’s “selfless and
fearless” image. The goal of
discipline, in other words, exists
in no small part to put the
chairman at ease.

Second, the essay repeatedly
presses for institutional innovation
to make compliance permanent,
calling to “lock power in an
institutional cage,” to turn
discipline into “a genuinely
electrified high-voltage line,” and
to build a “digital” inspection
system that harnesses big data to
detect and pre-empt wrongdoing.

And third, the animating
purpose of discipline is not just
loyalty to Mr. Xi but also to the
cause that he has outlined. So
inspectors are called to ensure
that “what the Party Central
Committee advocates is resolutely
responded to, what it decides is
resolutely carried out, and what it
forbids is resolutely not done™,
and to “clear obstacles and
provide escort™ for the goals and
tasks of the 15th Five-Year Plan.

Moulding a political class

In essence, the goal of the Xi
Jinping Thought on Party Building
and comprehensive and strict
party self-governance is not simply
to punish wrongdoing.

Rather, the aim is to produce a
political class that is, by design,
composed of believers and
adherents. Of course, this is much
easier said than done, as
evidenced by the fact that the
anti-corruption campaign seems
to be an endless affair for a leader
who has been in power for 13
years.

The solutions he continues to
offer are more of the same
pursued with greater intensity,
and now dressed in the
permanence of doctrine and
institution.




4. The stakes in India's delimitation debate(THE HINDU PAGE NO 10)

1. GS Il (Polity & Governance)
2. Topics: Indian Constitution—features, amendments; Functions and

responsibilities of the Union and the States; Salient features of the
Representation of People's Act.

vs. demographic representation, gerrymandering (packing and

cracking), women's reservation implementation.

3. Concepts: Delimitation Commission, Articles 81 and 82, federalism

The stakes in India’s delimitation debat

What s delimitation? How will the 2027 Census affect seat allocation? Can the exercise be com
What happens without a constitutional amendment? How will women's reservation be

EXPLAINER

prm:r.: Iwoihtrds mapmy in
aass i O

¥ Uu l\.’||m|la.u\u! tuokay,
cresies b thee hiest time that
data g;nheriq; has been completely
digitafised. Theoretically, it is possible that
the delimitation process could be quicker
han before, 1f the exercise 15 not
eompleted before the 2000 Lok Sabha
whectionn, # coulbd contimae e the teom of
the next Lok Sabha and the government.
The last Delimitation Commission was

iz ool et purpose. In April
2006, ¢ had moved the mnm-m b
coubd not p
revealed its
that the Cent
the: previous Session were the following:

1 increase the stoe of the Lok Sabha up
T ki of B50 seats: 2 distribane
these seats amorg the Sttes based on the
2008 Cenrsus throgh o fesh, countrywice
delimitation of constinuencies; and 3)

res one-third of the ol scars for

WO,

According tothe existing Cons mutional
a fresh deli

1 during A. B. Vajpayee's tenure as

he Prime Miniszer, and its work was

completed during the first reem of the
mahan Singh government, with

n happen with
w1 Commission

What will be themandate of the mext
Delimitation Comumission?
il'.l rm delimitation is triggered under
sdons of Articles 81 and
5 > the foliowing will happen,

At present, the distributon of the 543
Lok Sabha sears among the St
anthe Tpgares of th

mbnhmdumdﬂuezmmu
&- wiblistved, and reservation for wonen cin
rolled out only along with i,

What happens if there Isno
Constitutional amendment?

Conmus, When the benchimark changes
r.um the r;?l A ubation to the population
ﬂ— Cenzus after 2026, the

is
Afresh delimitation will be mgg..-md so00n
after the data of the 2027 census is
published. The terms for the next

dalimd trion are already wrinen nto the
Constinutson, principally i Artickes 81 and
HZ A Constirumonal amendment is
ruquired only i e existing constitat
prrovisions rekiting to delimitation ane
changed,

Armicles £1 and B2 mandare that after the
from the first Co

al
be

Therefore, if there i

all, there will be a
delimitarion exercise that must begn after
the dara of the 2007 Census 1s published.

amendment

Gnring wpt A fresh gelimitation will be triggered
w0 Aftey U ot of U 2037 censis it
DrobaliElecd SUSHI KUMAR UFRAG

Implementation of
reservation = all tied o the
Census 2027,

How ix the allocation of seats to each

State determined?

'Iimlk of Truckin o ome ke )Ul.l I'.l llly and
s it consituent §

I agine that each individual

Joint family was entithed 1o one acre of land

image 1
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change,
wirlue of

tex] Defore 20297 Which States could gain or lose seats?
mented? How can new boundaries affect electoral outcomes?
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erigger a fresh delimitation of
Lok Sabl comtiteie
under Articles 81 and 82, even
wALhOUL & e Constitutional
amsncmant

-

The euprcise could significant]
alter the distribution of Lok
Saliha teats, with sohem
States likely to iose their share
and Uttar gl'ﬂ Bihar and
Rajasthan likely to gain.

Image 2
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hean olll-m e the Earger i« o, Hhie s
Eannel haadd bo be shared ameong niore people.
In the smaller familics, fewer people
shared the same bnd, As

differ,

Thar 15, b o sense, what has happened
£ vestes i Ind In 1967, an AP e ross
most major Stares mpmuﬂumi r\mqm Iy four
By five Takh electors, Today,

il

5
Uttar Pradesh and II'qu.
wround 19 bakh.

This variarion is the resuls of 2 deliborane
decision by all partics, mken on two

Can
'I.u.fucn.- the 2029 Lok Sabha elections?

i 1976 anvd 2001, mot to punish
Sl.llc.-s. thiit hul stabilised thedir populations.

Kera) 0
LE Fi)
Mahaashi._ 48
Mmnipur
Lt m Dt
Hagaland 1 Lahsbadweep
<disha 1 15 0 [
ek a 33 2 JEK
- T 30 ET Ladakh = 0
Sikkim 1 o o Toual 543 541 |sa3

on delimimmion now needs t resnive,

What is gerrymandering?
When we discuss the Gemoe e princphe

My oty ot In the past,
encercises ook smeral years. The Bist onge
WAS SOt U on ujlly ZO0E, after the 2000
Census, Iix recommendations wens
implemented in 2008, wnd the 2000 Lok
Subiha u.-h:..mnswm el based on newly
drawwn constiuencie

The Last rlrlh'nhlrkm{ld nat invohe a
reallocation of scats of Individual Siatw'\-
wnly the existing constiluencies withi
cach were et
Sulsha seats were reallocated
ased on the 1971 C

The leewiy. The size
nflnk Sabha constituencies 15 nok
necessanily hased on a nasonal average,
wm B toclay would be abour 15 tikh \mn‘u
Artck: 81

:a Lu allocated amoms States “so far as
practicable”, on the basis of a natkonal
averge, This leeway for vardatdon allows
fior a balance between two principles that
wan be i tension: federabizm, o

of States, and .

support. In the second sconario, Pary s
waters are spread thinly aceasa
constituvencies. This is called eracking.
Ammn?wnmmdanwmk
iy ot have e SUPPOTE 10 Win even

auut? ?l'up ww%\ uowpw-maman,

In%l! third ﬂmu'b. my s voters are

mmmnﬁu packing

Party B wins thoss seats wnnhu[k marging

bwmurlmnmgms.dhm
mmm

m
The way I.ul\!LllIlI.’llL)‘ 'liuum].lrh_x ar
v can

supporiers
‘There are rm: constimuencies, cach with 10
1nd -|m| £ One Tepresentative.
.-nm-lu v are
uhmlelcd :‘mrh' awcrons the five

The resul browdly reflects

wm-

o o vote, oo value,
Alldﬂ'wlsd‘iecﬂ!rr.‘llm‘im the debare

the overall vote share, Pasty A and Parnty B
i in pro thon o thelr

representation and r_-lu.lur.d culcomes.
Extracted from the authar's
irsrroduction o “The
Dretbmitation Detate: The
rniorrn aarnd its Urrits,”
puabrlished by Hm'rhrrnfn.
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influEnce wiveh pasties win
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5. EC’s real test: Winning the confidence of the Opposition(INDIAN
EXPRESS PAGE NO 10)

1. GS Il (Polity & Governance)

2. Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers,
functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

3. Concepts: Election Commission of India independence, Model Code
of Conduct, institutional neutrality and impartiality, constitutional
safeguards.

EC’sreal test: Winning the
confidence of the Opposition

ARELY TWO weeks after the

publication of my memoir

India and I, interviewers and

readers have repeatedly asked

why I believed the Opposition
deserved preferential treatment by the
Election Commission (EC).

The answer lies at the heartof what 1 be-
lieveistheconstitutional philosophy of elec-
tion management: The ruling party needs
regulation. The Opposition needs reassur-
ance. The EC must provide both.

The framers of our Constitution deliber-
ately placed the ECbeyond thereachcfthe
executive. Eléctions could not command
public confidence if the referee was per-
ceived to be close to one of the contestants,
especially the ruling party. The Commission
wastheretore created asanindependent

“That mdependence isnotme re]vleg,al
itisinstitutional.

Aservingcivil servant appointedas Elec-
tion Commissioner relinguishes his service
and assumes a constitutional office. In my
case, I resigned from the Indian Adminis-
trative Servicea yearbefore retivement. That
separation reflectsa profound constitutional
principle. Oneeappointed, an Election Com-
missioner nolonger serves the government
oftheday. Hisallegiancebelongs exclusively
tothe Constitution.

The Supreme Court has repeatedly reaf-
firmed this constitutional vision. In TN Se-
shanv, Union of Indiaand, more recently, in
Anoop Baranwalv. Unionof India, itunder-
scored that an independent ECisindispens-
able to free and fair elections, which form
partof the Constitution's basic structure.

But constitutional nce cannot

Any perception of a cosy relationship be-
tween the executive and the ECis antitheti-
caltothe constitutional scheme and corros-

ive of public confidence.

That constitutional distance has an im-
portant implication, The party in power
commands the administrative machinery,
public visibility and official resources, The
Opposition has only its voice and its confi-
denee that an impartial constitutional auth

ority will hear it fairly.

Recognising this asymmetry does not

compromise neutraliry. It fulfilsir.

WhenIbecame Chief Election Commis-
sioner, I gave my officers a simple instnuc-
tion. IfOpposition parties soughtan appoint-
ment, theyshould receiveone at the earliest.
Sometimes requests came with barely 15
minutes’ notice, We did our best to accom-
modatethem. Notbecausethey deserved fa-
wvours, but because they wereentitled tocon-
fidence that they would always receive a

patient hearing.

An EC trusted only by the ruling party
has failed just as surely asone trusted only
by the Opposition. It must command the
confidence of both. But the confidence of
the Opposition is often the more exacting
test because those without power are nat-
urally more anxious about the fairness of

the referee.

One incident from the Bihar Assembly

election of 2010 illustrates why.

Aroundllo'clock onthe eve of counting,
Lalu Prasad Yadav telephoned me
with an unusual request. He . e o s
wanted only bank employees to Every ECis iua‘ng FWICC. First
supervise countingin hisconsti- Y how efficiently it conducts
twency. Although allarrangements elections, and then by the

had been finalised, Tasked the Chiel
Electoral Officer to accommadate

independa
be measured only bylesal sa.fegu:ards It therequest, comewhat may.
mustalsobereflectedin instituti The followingevening, after he
iour. The EC mlmcm'lscmuﬂynuinwnan had lost, he telephoned again,
am’s-length relationshipwith th Thistimeheapy linclinedto
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question the Electronic Voting Machines.
1 told him candidly that people would
laughif he did so. He accepted the advice,
Amodest accommodation had preserved
something far more valuable than admin-
istrative convenience. It had preserved
confidence inthe electoral process.
Throughout my tenure, the Bharativa Ja-
nata Party sat in the Opposition. Its leaders
frequently approached the Commission

with complaints and representations. They

received thesame patient hearing, AninJait-

ley initially viewed me with some reserva-

tion, but that disappeared ashe experienced
the Commission’s even-handedness. Years
later, he generously described me as “one of
India’s mostmature andcredible Chief Elec-
tion Commissioners.” 1 treasured those
words becauseu}eyrer]ecred mnﬂdence

earned thi

itutional fair

than personal friendship.
The philosophy I followed wasnot anin-

divicual innovation. Itis reflected in India’s

ownModel Code of Conduct (MCC), Signifi-
cantly, one of its most important chapters is
devoted to the “Party in Power". Tt restrains
ministers from using official machinery for
campaigning, prohibitsthemisuse of public
resources and bars policy announcements
that may influence voters. The constitu-

tional instinct is unmistakable: Those who

wield power require greater restraint be-

cause they already possess overwhelming

confidence it inspires among

those who lose them. The first

test is statistical. The second
is constitutional

advantages.

One of India’s greatest demo-
cratic achievements has been the
extraordinary legitimacy ofitselec-
toral verdicts, Governments
changed. Prime Ministers lost of-
fice, Powerful Chief Ministers were
voted out. Candidates gracefully
accepted theverdictand began pre-
paring for the next election. This
confidenceinthe process made our
elections a model for emerging

democracies.

It is precisely because that reputation is
sopreciousthat recent developments should
concernusall, During the 2024 general elec-
tion, Opposition parties repeatedly com-
plained that their representations alleging
violations of the MCC were not receiving
prompt and transparent consideration,
EvenFlection Commissioner Ashok Lavasa
protested, for which he was hounded out.
Morerecently, 23 Opposition partiestookthe
extraordinarystep ol writing to the Chief. Jus-
tice of India expressing serious concerns
about the EC’s handlingof the Special Inten-
sive Revision of electoral rolls. Around the
sametime, the Trinamool Congress publicly
alleged discountesyin itsinteraction with the
Commission, an allegation firmly deniedby
the Commission.

‘Whetherthese grievances are ultimately
upheld is not the central issue. The deeper
concem is that a significant section of the
political spectrum felt compelled to seek re-
lief from another constitutional institution
rather than the EC itself. No EC should ever
allow sucha perception to develop.

In my experience, most defeated candi-
dates can accept defeat. What they find dif-
ficult toaccept isthe feelingthat nobody lis-
tened tothem before they lost.

Every BCisjudged twice: First by howef:
ficiently it conducts elections, and then by
theconfidence it inspires amongthose who
lose them. The first test is statistical. The sec-
ond is constitutional. Together, they deter-
minethehealthof ourdemocracy. That con-
viction shaped my own philosophy as Chief
Election Commissioner.

The ruling party needs regulation. The
Opposition needs reassurance. The ECmust
provideboth

Quraishiis former chief Election Commassianer
af Indfia and the author of india and | - A Hundred
Memories, Not a Memoir
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evaluating and
monitoring

HE RBI kept interest rates on

hold at its August 5§ monetary

policy committee meeting.

While the decision may appear

passive, itisverymuchan active

one to keep real rates suppressed to boost
credit supply and consumption or invest-

ment, With the RBI expecting inflation to
inchupto59percentinQ3-FY27, apause in

the current policy translates into negative

real rates of around 65 basis points, This is

sharply lower compared to 2 per cent-plus

real rates during 2016-2018, and even lower
relative tothe expected real rates in the US,

Bankand NBFC credit to the small and

medium sector and retail segment has re-
covered strongly since Q4-2025, from when

To lower cost of credit, track
information asymmetries

tiveof spurring credit-funded growth is mis-
guided. What we are arguing is that the low
real rates may not be the most efficient tool
in redlucing the cost of credit in India.

The real bottleneckis the cost of finding,
evaluating and monitoring creditworthy
borrowers, and thisloads up into lending
rates. Ifthe objective is to provide cheaper
funding, reducingthese information asym-
metry costs is a more stmcu.u'al solution,
whichwill allow the
to inflationary shocks more flexibly. More
importantly, it can make the inflation-
growthtrade-offless severe.

India has already demonstrated what
publicdigital infrastructurecan achieve, The
NPCI transformed digital payments, created

urally risky. At the same time, as Giovanni
Dell' Ariccia and his co-authors argue, when
real profitability declines, the bank's incen-

Noneofthissuggeststhat the RBI'sobjec-
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DEARAND the expectedealratesstaned ©fall. Foran  afincialtrasactiorstra forpotentilbor-
il habove? rowersand merchants, and allowed lenders
TANTRI pewem,mat iswelomne niews. Butmoner-  tolendagainst thesecash flows. Notonlydid
ary policy rarely comeswithouttrade-offs.  itexpandereditaccesstoborrowers who had
A study by Gabriel Jiménez, Steven  no credit history, but also lowered the in-
Ongena, José-Luis Peydrd and Jestis Saur-  formation asymmetry and ultimarely the
ina, analysing more than 23 million bank  lending costs substantially, without encour-
loans in Spain, established the disk-taking  aging risk-taking in the system. The RBI's
channel of monetary policy. It confirmed  Unified Lending Interface is an important

that extended periods of low real ratesafter  step that will build on this infrastructure.
the 2008 financial crisis induced weaker That distinction iscrucial. Lower realin-
banks to approve tiskier borrowers, require  terest rates make all borrowing cheaper, in-
less collateral and eventually experience clud]nglonns that perhnps should never
higher defaults. Ourown Tiusing the intheRBIsabil:
Mirnistry of Corporate Affairs credit registry  ify'to respond to inflationary shocks effi:
establishes similar risk-taking by Indian  ciently, asithas toworry about growth con-
hanksduringthe firsthalfofthe 2010swhen  stantly. Better financial intermiediation
real rates were low, which plaved a role ina  makesgoodborrowingcheaperby reducing
The real full-blown NPA crisis that ensusd. the cost of identifying genuinely credit-
bottlensck is Why does this happen? Lower reallend-  Worthy borrowers. One works by making
ing rates compress banks' profitability from  moneycheaper. The otherworksbymaking

thecostof traditional lending, encouragingasearchfor  finance more efficient.

ﬁl‘lding. higher-yielding borrowers, which are nat- The RBI'scurrent stance may well be ap-

propriate given growth needs and the as-
sessed transitory nature of inflation. But po-
licymakers should also recognise the

Crodilwnﬁ]‘l? tvetoscreen/monitor, whichareessentially  accompanying risksand enhance riskmoni-
borrowers, and  fixedcosts, alsofalls, leadingtoarise inrisky  toring mechanisms,
thisloads up lending. Finally, lower interest rates also
e 4 boost the valueof banks' bond portfolios and Javadekar is chief economist, Muthoot FinCorp
intolending collateral, strengthening balance sheets and Ltd, and Tantriis associate professor and
rates encouraging greater risk-taking. execulive director, Centre for Analytical Finance,

Indian School of Business
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Begumpurais aradical vision,
not a governance model

HE ARTICLE ‘From Ravidas and Begumpura, a
philosophy of governance’ (IE, July 30) by Abhi-
nav Prakash interprets Sant Ravidas’s vision of Be-
gumpura in relation to contemporary models of
=\ governance and public policy. While it recognises
A '\ o the enduring relevance of Ravidas’s philosophy, its analysis
R SURAT is largely shaped by a contemporary political framework. It
does not fully engage with the historical, philosophical, and

socio-religious depth of Ravidas’s thought.

A central limitation is its treatment of Begumpura primarily
asamodel of good governance, In Ravidas's writings, Begumpura
isfarmore than anidealadministrative order; it isa radical vision
ofsocial, moral, and spiritualemancipation. It imagines a society
liberated from caste hierarchy, social exclusion, economic exploi-
tation, and institutionalised injustice. By emphasising welfare
schemes and administrative reforms, the article narrows the
transformative scope of Ravidas’s vision and gives insufficient
attention to his critique of caste-based social structures.

It also overlooks the profound significance of Ravidas’s dec-
laration, “Kahi Ravidas Khalas Chamara”. This statement is not
metely autobiographical but a bold affirmation of dignity, self-
respect, and liberation from caste-based oppression. It represents
an early and powerful articulation of resistance against the social

Begumpura stigma attached to caste identity and therefore deserves deeper
emcrged asa theological and sociological analysis.
prophctic and Although contemporary welfare initiatives may contribute
counter- to poverty alleviation and public welfare, they are not equiv-
s alent to Ravidas’s vision of justice. Begumpura envisages the
cultural vision  ransformation of the social order itself by dismantling the
that challenged  structures of discrimination and exclusion. The atticle also
thisoppressive  underestimates Ravidas's conceptoffreedom. His verse, “Ma-
social orderin haram mahalna ko atkavai”, envisions a society in which no
individual is excluded because of caste, class, religion, privi-
15th-century. lege, or political power. Similarly, “Doim na Som ek soaahi” ex-
Reading it presses the ideal of radical equality by rejecting hierarchical
primarily distinctions based on caste ot varid.
through the Begumpura emerged as a prophetic and counter-cultural vi-
sion that challenged the oppressive social order in 15th-century.
framework of Reading it primarily through the frameworkof present-day public
present- day policy risks obscuring its original historical context and revol-
public policy utionary intent. Sant Ravidas’s Begumpura represents a profound
vision of a city without sorrow — a society founded upon equality,

ns.ks ob_sc.urmg freedom, justice, dignity, fraternity, and the abolition of caste-
its original baseddiscrimination andexclusion. It should be understood not
historical as an endorsement of any political ideology or programme but

context and as Sant Ravidas's enduring and prophetic vision of a just, inclus-

revolutionary

intent The writer, ascholar from SHUATS, Prayagraj, is
partof the Bahujan Sanskritik Anclolan

ive, caste-free, and compassionate society.
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Proof of adeep-tech fundisinits
outcomes. That’s the audit worth doing

V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN

NITS first day, the committee

that would decide where

India’s new deep-tech fund put

its money was handed a hard

brief: There is very little deep
tech in this country. Here is two thousand
crore. Goand find it.

Sothey did. They went tothe ventures
they knew — the ones they had watched,
mentored, argued with, and in some cases
carried through the years when no one else
wouldwritea cheque. Theybacked thecom-
panies whose science had already been
proven. And last week, this paper published
aso-called investigativereport that theyhad
donesomething troubling: 62 percent ofthe
first round had gone to firmsin which panel
‘members held an interest.

I read the story with sadness, not anger
— and let me own my position at once. I
serve inthisgovernment, soweigh what fol -
lowswith whatevcr discount you think that

served basis. The companies that applied
earliestwere the onesthatheard aboutthe
fund earliest—and the onesthat heard ear-
liest were, unsurprisingly, close tothe eco-
system. That is why the first batch looks the
way it does. The Board has already said that
in the second cohort, one of 13 firms has a
panellink. Not 62 per cent. The number the
headline was built on was always going to

deserv doesnotneedmyof-  fall it wasan artefact of sequence,
ﬁcetnstand.’l‘hzsadues.manycmisnnt not a pattern of favour.
aboutasi Jist,ora Now to the harder charge, and the

Itisabout a habit of mind
that keeps us scoring self-goals while the
world racesahead.

Thequestion ofconflict of interestisa fair
one. Public money deserves scrutiny, and it
is good that this is being discussed openly.
Gopal Srinivasan of the panel said exactly
that when the paper reached him. Account-
ability isthe condition of trust.

Whatisindisputeisthe frame. And the
frame rests on a fact the investigation
never grasped: How the one lakh crore is
actually spent.

The money does not go out in a single
round through one committee. It is ex-
pected to be disbursed over five years
through several fund managers, of whom
only two have been appointed so far. More
aretocome. The Technology Development
Board'’s first cohort is a sliver of the whole,
and it was appraised on a first-come, first-

fairer one: A small circle of experts clear-
ing one another’s ventures, recusing one
atatime, does not pass the smell test, It
deserves an answer.

Here is the answer. If you want to find
validated deep-tech ventures quickly, you
ask the handful of Indians who actually
know the field. Anyone in India who knows
this field has touched these companies —
mentored them, ftmdedafamder satona
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firm. Members must disclose not only their
own interests but their interestsin a rival
— a standard stricter than most private
‘boards keep. Selection needs a super-ma-
jority, s0 two or three doubts sink a propo-
sal. The government’s exposure is capped
at half the project cost. The whole thing
passes a second time through a board of
secretaries. Recusals are declared in ad-
vanceand recorded. Thisis notthe absence
ofguardrails. There are more of them than
most ofour institutions bother with.
Which brings me tothe test that matters,
and that the story never appliec. The proof
ofafundisinits outcomes. Were undeserv-
ing ventures funded? Were deserving ones
turned away? Thatis theaudit worth doing.
Judge the decision on what was knowable
then, not on what hindsight reveals now. We
rightly tell our bureaucracy to pursue out-
comesratherthan hide behind process. Itis
astrange daywhenthe pressasksittodothe

board. Itistt hosen. The opposite. Here is the bitter part: We who
moneyls the np of the iceberg of count the “conflict of interest™
whatt giventolndian Were undcserving ventures today are the same who will, a dec-
deeptech. . ade from now, write a harsh

Sothe design does not pretend funded?Were dcscrvmg Ones eritique lampooning the govern-
1o eliminate the overlap. It man- turned away? Judge the ment forletting India fall behind in
ages it. Firms that a member decision on what was the verytechnologies this fund was

founded, owns, or runs cannot knowable then, not on what built toseed.

even apply, however good they
are. A stake of more than 10 per
cent automatically disqualifies a

hindsight reveals now

The likely effect of a “62 per
cent” headline is not cleaner gov-
emnance. Itis a chill. The founders

whowere, for the first time, animatedby the
sensethat the system had faith in them will
read it and grow wary. Technologists of glo-
balstanding who might have joined thenext
committee will think twice about lending
theirnamestoabody that is treated asa car-
tel. A watchdog is meant to prevent harm.
Hereitrisks producing thevery harm itexists
toguard against.

Noneof il It
askstheopposite. There wasa genuinelyim-
portant story, and the paper iswell placed to
tell it. Where does folluw -on capital come
fromor their first
loan"Huwdowebulldﬂmds]argemnugh
tocarry them? Should we monetise idle pub-
lic assets to seed a sovereign fund for this?
Those questions decide whether India’s
deep-tech ambition survives itsinfancy.
They are harder to write than a conflict-of-
interest headline. They are also worth in-
comparably more.

There was an easy path here and a hard
one. Theeasy path was a tidy number, a whiff
of impropriety, atakedown that writesitself,
The hard path was slower — to sit with the
committee, understand how it works, weigh
thetrade-offit was asked tomake, and then
decide whether the deviation, if any, was
gross, reasonable, or none at all. Too often,
wetalketheeasy pathand call it diligence.

This is the price of a democracy. Auth-
oritarian systems are spared these noises;
they are also spared the correction that
noise can bring. But a democracy has to
learn the difference between holding
power to account and reaching reflexively
for suspicion. Get that wrong often enough,
and theresultis not vigilance. It is paralysis
dressed asvirtue.

Ikeepreturningtoa plain fear. The world
is about to change in ways we can scarcely
picture. We, in India, have a choice. The
political class, the bureaucracy, the watch-
dogs and the media, all of us can spend the
decade pulling the rug from under one
another’s feet and keep India where it is
while everyone else moves. Or, we under-
stand imperatives,
our trade- oﬁfs our red lines and ways of
working. The choice is ours tomake and the
consequences ours tobear.

The writer is the 18th Chief Economic Advisor to
the Government of India. Views are personal
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IN1COLAS BLAREL AND
SuMIT GANGULY

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S recent re-
port alleging that India sent at least 2,596
shipments of military equipment and com-
ponents to Israel since the outbreak of the
Gaza war has generated understandable at-
tention. Yet, the revelations do not marka
dramaticshiftin India’s defence relationship
with Israel so much asunderscore the depth
and maturity of a strategic partnership that
hasbeenbuilt over the past quarter century.
The foundations of India’s defence rela-
tionshipwith Israel werelaid during the 1999
Kargil War, when Istael emerged as one of
the few countries willing to rapidly provide
critical equipment, includingammunition,
drones and precision-guided munitions.
That experience established Israel as a re-
liable defence partner and accelerated a re-
lationship that hasexpanded ever since. Un-
like many Westerm suppliers, Israclhas also
demonstrated awillingnesstotransfersoph-
isticated military technologies to India.
Over the last decade, however, the part-
nership has evolved beyond a conventional
buyer-seller arrangement. Under PM Nar-
endra Modi’s “Make in India” initiative, Is-
raeli defence companies have increasingly
established joint ventures and local
manufacturing  partnerships
within India. The production of
drones, electronics, missile systems
and components has become em-
bedded within India’s expanding
defence industrialbase. This local-
isation meansthat India’sroleisno

% () Astrategic partnership

faces an ethical question

Reports of sustained military
shipments will inevitably
invite greater scrutiny from
partners across the Middle
Eastand beyond

longerconfined toimporting Israeli systems
but increasingly extends to manufacturing
equipment and supplying components.

Itisprecisely this evolution that givesthe
Amnesty report its significance. If the find-
ingsare accurate, they suggest that India has
becomemorethanjusta customer; ithasalso
emerged as a contributorto Israel’s defence
supply chain during one of its most contro-
versial military campaigns. At a time when
Israel has faced mounting international criti-
cism, legal scrutiny and growing presstre on
defence exports from several traditional sup-
pliers, India’s manufacturing capacity ap-
pears to have helped mitigate some of those
supply-chain constraints, particularly in
such areasas dronesand ammunition.

Foryears, India hassought tobalance an
increasingly close strategic partnership with
Israel while maintaining its longstanding
support for the Palestinian cause and its ex-
panding economicand energy relationships
with the Gulfstates. That has become more
difficult as the Gaza conflict intensified. Re-
ports of sustained military shipments will in-
evitably invite greater scrutiny from partners
across the Middle East and beyond.

Given the complexity and depth of the
India-Israel relationship, which
runs the gamut from agricultural
technology toweapons production,
it is unlikely that New Delhi will
abruptly terminate its defence ties
regardless of the revelations in the
Amnesty International repotrt.
However, the disclosureis likely to

have two important consequences.

Atadomestic level, elements within the
Congress who have been sceptical of the
steady embrace of the Netanyahu govem-
mentunder Modiare likelyto highlightthese
disclosures and try to embarrass the ruling
party. Such anattempt, however, isunlikely
togain a great deal of traction when most of
India’s public is focused on the student agi-
tation in the wake of the exam paper leaks.

Externally, inthe Arabworld, it may draw
some attention andleadtoa fewexpressions
of publicdispleasure. Nevertheless, it is hard
tobelieve thatIndia’skey Arab partners were
wholly unaware of India’s expanding de-
fence and security links with Israel. More to
the point, unlike decades ago during the Cold
War, there is nounified Arab opinion toward
Israel despite theirperiodic (and mostly cos-
metic) denunciations of Israel’s handling of
the Palestinian issue. A few Muslim nations,
outside the Arabworld, ranging from Turkey
to Malaysia, may expressdiplomatic outrage
but, once again, New Delhi is unlikely to
change its policies because of it.

These political considerations aside, the
larger question of the ethics of participating
inthejoint production of weaponry with the
current government in Israel — whose con-
duct of the war in Gaza has drawn wide-
spread global disapprobation — maybe de-
serving of debate.

Blarel isassociate professor of International
Relations, Leiden University. Ganguly is senior
fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University
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