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BRICS bridges Iran-UAE divide,
adopts New Delhi Declaration

Last-minute compromise on language about war in West Asia enables a consensus in the bloe, declaration calls for

‘maximum restraint’ in war with no specific mention of strikes; it rebukes Israel and calls for humanitarian aid to Gaza

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia forged a consen-
l sus of BRICS countries

on Saturday, after Iran
and the United Arab Emi-
rates agreed to a last-mi-
nute compromise on the
language used about the
war in West Asia, allowing
the 1I-member grouping to
adopt the New Delhi De-
claration at a meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The statement, which
did not directly mention
the attacks against Iran by
the United States and Is-
rael nor Iran’s subsequent
strikes on its Persian Gulf
neighbours, including the
UAE, called for “maximum
restraint” in the war. It
made no separate mention
of the Russian war in
Ukraine.

The meeting was at-
tended by the leaders of
eight member countries,
including Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, and the lead-
ers of Indonesia, Ethiopia,
Egypt, and South Africa.
Brazil and the UAE sent
high-level representatives.

Significantly, given In-
dia’s close ties with Israel
and Mr. Modi’s own visit to
Jerusalem in February, the
grouping declared its
strong criticism of the
country for its bombard-
ment of Gaza. It expressed
support for South Africa’s
case against Israel in inter-
national courts, calling for
the provision of humani-

Common ground

The New Delhi Declaration adopted at the 18th BRICS summit reaffirmed members’ commitment to
the bloc's spirit of mutual respect, sovereign equality, and democracy

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

= Iran, UAE back down
from tough positions as text
on West Asia omits direct
references to U.5.-Israel
attack on Iran and Iran
attack on UAE

» Support for Palestinian
state and strong 8-para crit-
icism of Israel for strikes on
Gaza and Lebanon, and dis-
placement of Palestinians

tarian aid in Gaza.

The New Delhi declara-
tion called for “compre-
hensive reform™ of the Un-
ited Nations, including
support for Brazil and In-
dia to get a bigger role in
the Security Council. It al-
so stressed the need to
protect civilians and ex-
pressed “deep concern”
over attacks on civilian in-
frastructure and nuclear
facilities in West Asia, in
teference to the U.S. and
Israel’s missile strikes in
Iran.

Addressing the leaders,
Mr. Modi said that 20 years
after the grouping of
emerging economies was
originally formed, BRICS
was “coming of age” with a
“distinct identity” not
aimed against others on
the global stage. “We res-
pect each other’s perspec-
tives and move forward
through consensus, We
strive to move ahead with
an approach that is not
against anyone but instead
seeks to take everyone
along,” the Prime Minister

s [t condemns imposition
of unilateral coercive
measures like tariffs and
sanctions

= Call for comprehensive
reform of UN, support for
greater role for Brazil,
India in UNSC

= Support for BRICS trade
mechanisms, including
intra-BRICS payments
through national currencies

said, in a possible refe-
rence to the criticism of
BRICS inthe U.S. as an “an-
ti-western™ grouping.

Mr. Modi suggested that
BRICS build a “troika” sys-
tem like the G-20, so in-
coming and outgoing Pre-
sidents of the
grouping bring continuity
to discussions. He also pro-
posed a road map for glo-
bal governance reform, a
seafarer distress network,
and a BRICS global south
mechanism for skill deve-
lopment in new technolo-
gies. Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who held an hour-
long bilateral meeting with
Mr. Modi after the session,
announced that China
would take over the presi-
dency of BRICS for the
next year. The grouping
had become the “world’s
most influential platform
for cooperation among
emerging markets and de-
veloping countries,” he
said.

The declaration also
criticised the U.S. blockade
of Cuba, and expressed

= [tstrongly condemns terrorism in all
forms, including the 2025 Pahalgam attack

concern over violence in
Sudan.

Previous  ministerial
meetings of BRICS this
year had failed to issue
joint statements on the
Iran-UAE tussle. Sources
privy to the negotiations
said that Iran had wanted a
strong condemnation of
the U.S. and Israel for start-
ing the war with strikes
that assassinated its Su-
preme Leader, similar to
the statement issued by
the SCO grouping, which
does not include the UAE.
The UAE wanted “equal
condemnation” of Tran’s
attacks against its neigh-
bours. Eventually, the text
agreed to include non-
specific references to the
conflict.

‘Months of discussions”
The  consensus  was
achieved through months
of “threadbare” discus-
sions, according to Sudha-
kar Dalela, Indian Sherpa
at the talks and Secretary
(Economic Relations) in
the Ministry of External Af-

Modi makes a
strong pitch for
global reform

NEW DELHI
Highlighting the current
imbalance between
decision-makers and those
impacted by their decisions,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday made a strong
pitch for global reform and
called for BRICS to transition
from “rule-takers to
rule-shapers”.» PAGE 5

fairs. He was addressing a
media briefing after the
closed BRICS session on
the future of global gover-
nance and strengthening
multilateralism. Side-step-
ping a question from The
Hindu on whether India
had asked for support
from other leaders in
BRICS to help convince
Iran and UAE to agree to
the draft language, he said
that the cooperation and
collaboration of all mem-
bers was “key”.

He also underlined
BRICS countries’ consen-
sus against cross-border
terrorism, with a specific
reference to the Pahalgam
terror attack in 2025.

On Sunday, Mr. Modi
will chair a session of
BRICS Plus countries and
regional representatives
for an outreach session
that will include the lead-
ers of Malaysia, Uzbekis-
tan, Uganda, Vietnam, and
Kazakhstan,

DETAILED COVERAGE ON
» PAGES 4 &5
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India building economic bridges amid
rise in global trade barriers, says Modi

At the BRICS Business Forum, PM calls for freedom of navigation; Putin says leading powers of the late 20th century being replaced by emerging
economies; Pezeshkian highlights link between economic security and national security, urges BRICS nations to expand trade in local currencies

time Minister Na-

rendra Modi on Fri-

day highlighted the
issue of rising trade bar-
riers and constrained sea
trade routes, saying India
wias  building  bridges
among these constraints
and using its presidency of
BRICS this year to establish
new cooperation networks
among the BRICS nations.
He was speaking at the
BRICS Business Forum in
New Delhi.

Russian President Viadi-
mir Putin spoke about how
the leading powers of the
late 20th century were be-
ing replaced by new
emerging economies and
that this competition was
now taking “ugly forms"
such as military attacks
and threats of secondary
sanctions.

During his speech, Ira-
nian President Masoud Pe-
zeshkian highlighted the
dangers of the global finan-
cial system being depen-
dent on only a few coun-
tries  and called for
increased BRICS trade in
local currencies. He also
said that the attacks by the
U5, and Israel on his coun-
try showed how economic
security could not be sepa-
rated from national and re-
gional security.

Mr. Modi took note of
the fact that BRICS coun-

At the forum:
they walk alon

tries: represented 50% of
the world's population,
40% of global GDP, and
more than 25% of global
trade.

Cooperation networks
“Not only that, over these
years, while global GDP
has increased by around
two-and-a-hall times, the
combined GDP of BRICS
countries has increased by
around  four-and-a-halfl
times,” he said.

, we have entered into
free trade agreements with
around 40 countries,” he

said, “Here too, our ap-
proach is the same: reduce
barriers and increase op-
portunities for businesses.
Therefore, under our pre-
sidency [of BRICS in 2026],
we have established new
cooperation networks in
areas such as agriculture,
health, skills and smart
grids.” he said,

He added that India‘has
taken additional initiatives
such as the BRICS Incuba-
tor Network, BRICS MSME
Portal, and Start-Up Inno-
vation Fund to connect
start-ups and MSMEs with
markets and finance,

Profound global shifts
“Global trade can move
forward only when sea

me Minlster Narendra Modi holds the hand of iranlan President Masoud Pezeshklan as
gside Russlan President Viadimir Putin and South African President Cyrl Ramaphasa. ANl

lanes are secure, supply
routes remain open and
seafarers are safe” Mr. Mo-
di said. “Therefore, India is
a strong supporter of free-
dom of navigation and the
safety of seafarers.”

Mr. Putin spoke about
how the world is currently
undergoing  structural,
deep, profound shifts.

“Which is explained by
the fact that the so-called
old leaders that used to be
the vanguard of economic
growth In the second half
of the 20th century are be-
ing replaced by new en-
gines of growth,” he said.
While acknowledging the
fact that these countries
still  possess  well-deve-
loped infrastructure, and

technological and scientif-
ic advantages, Mr. Putin
said it was in the mature of
humanity and the econo-
my to change.

He added that this
change was accompanied
by Russia lestern con-
petitors doing everything
to get back their erstwhile
competitive edge”.

“Sometimes this compe-
tition is taking ugly forms,”
Mr. Putin noted. *Some-
times there are measures
resorted to of a physical
nature, when pipelines are
being destroyed, when at-
tempts are undertaken to
block international tran-
sport corridors, fo seize
maritime vessels, other il-
legal restrictions are being
applied.”

“And theres also the
threat of so-called secon-
dary sanctions against
those who do not want to
follow someone else’s in-
terest and rather look after
theirown,” he added, with-
out mentioning India or
the U.&. threat to impose
100% tariffs on India as
penalty for its Russian oil
imports.

Mr. Pezeshkian also not-
ed the i ing use of
economic instruments to
exert political pressure”,
and asked the assembled
leaders what the BRICS
response would be to the
ongoing global challenges.

“We believe that the
truest strength of BRICS is

not confined merely to the
size of its members’ econo-
mies,” he said, “Rather, it
becomes more apparent
when these capacities are
transformed into a net-
work of trade, investment,
and joint financing that isa
transition from potential
cooperation o
operational”

Mr. Pezeshkian talked
about how the decades of
sanctions Iran has faced
has now entered a new
phase as a result of the “ac-
tive military act of aggres-
sion of the United States
and the Israeli regime”
against Iran,

“This act of aggression,
in addition to its human
and material losses, once
again revealed an impor-
tant reality: economic se
curity cannot be separated
from national and regional
security,” he emphagised,

“Therefore, by creating
resilient capacities for the
economies of its members
and the global south,
BRICS must create an envi-
ronment in which no coun-
try can disrupt the legiti-
mate trade of another
country through monopo-
lising a financial instru-
ment or technology,” Mr.
Pezeshkian said.

He said that one of the
most important steps the
BRICS countries could take
was to expand the use of
national  currencies  in
trade.
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Why has the Census been deferred in Manipur?

Why are many civil society organisations demanding that the State’s National Register of Citizens
be prepared first? What are the differences between some communities and the Kukis on this

issue? How is the NRC demand related to the Manipur ethnic conflict?

Rahul Karmakar
The story so far:
n August 31, the Centre deferred the
Census operations in Manipur amid
demands from several
community-based and civil society
organisations (CS0s) to first conduct the State’s
National Register of Citizens (NRC) exercise with
1951 as the base year. The decision followed
Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s meeting with
Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla and Chief
Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh in New
Delhi. The message conveyed was that Manipur
can ill-afford fresh tension amid the ongoing
Kuki-Meitei and Kuki-Naga conflicts, with
elections to the State’s 60-member Assembly
less than a year away.

What led to the Census deferment?
The decennial Census operation in poll-bound
Manipur was scheduled to start on September 1.

Data collection for the exercise began in January.

A few months later, several community-based
and €505 began opposing the scheduled
headcount, demanding that the State's NRC be
prepared first, The Meiteis, who are in the
majority in Imphal Valley, opposed the Census
2027 exercise, The Meitei Pangals (Muslims),
largely inhabiting the valley, joined the
NRC-before-Census bandwagon, as did the
Nagas, who dominate at least five of the State’s
10 hill districts.

The Kuki community, led by the Kuki-Zo
Council, supported the Census operation. Their
leaders said an impartial headcount would
dispel false claims about Kuki population growth
and the perception that they were “illegal
migrants”, and ensure a fair defimitation
process based on verified population numbers.
The Kukis also said updating the NRC before the
Census was premature and biased, fearing that
the community members might face unfair
exclusion if 1951 was used as the base vear. This
is because there remains a perception among
some communities that the Kukis are not the

Women held placards during a si

Pro-NRC
SIOUpPS say
an NRC is
necessary to
identify
“illegal
migrants”
who
migrated o
Manipur from
Bangladesh.,
Burma
(Myanmar),
and Mizoram
[o "pose i
threat”™ to the
State’s
“original
inhabitants”

n protest demanding the conduct and

update of the National Register of Citizens before the Census, in Imphal. ani

“original” inhabitants.

, the other communities intensified
their pro-NRC protests, Shutdowns and boycotts
of all the Central and State go offices
followed. A citizens' group, Campaign for Just
and Fair Delimitation, threatened to intensify its
pratest. Leaders of 14 C50s met with the
Governor before travelling to New Delhi to meet
with the Union Home Secretary, Registrar
General of India, and the High-Level Committee
on Demographic Change to explain why
Manipur needed the NRC to find a permanent
solution to the ethnic conflict that has scarred
the State since May 3, 2023.

Has the Census been deferred or withheld
earlier?

Yes, at least thrice. The exercise was withheld or
not conducted in 1981 for Assam, which was in
the midst of a mass movement (1979-1985)
against undocumented immigration. The
agitators feared that conducting a Census amidst
unresolved citizenship disputes would legitimise
illegal settlers on the voters' list. Normal Census
operations were resumed after the Assam
Accord was signed in August 1985,

The 1991 Census for Jammu and Kashmir was
also not conducted due to the rise of extremist
activities and the mass exodus of Kashmiri
Hindus (Pandits) from the Kashmir Valley
following widespread violence.

The 2021 Census cycle was postponed
nationally due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
rescheduled to 2026-27.

What is the argument of the pro-NRC groups?
I a memorandum submitted to the Governor
on July 1, the 14 C50s said an NRC was necessary
to identify “illegal migrants™ who migrated to
Manipur from Bangladesh, Burma (Myanmar),
and Mizoram to “pose a threat" to the State's
“original mhah:tanls 1

the pupuldlmn of Meitei P.uq,dls descendants of
Muslims from present-day Bangladesh who
migrated to the State since 1606 and settled by
marrying Manipuri women, increased to
2,39,886 {Census 2011) from 4,881 in 1881 with an
“unexpected” growth rate of 4,514% over 130
years. The population of the Meiteis and the
original tribes increased by 880% and 897%,
respectively, during this period, they said.
Claiming large-scale migration into Manipur’s
hills from Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Mizoram
sinee the 15th century, the CS0Os said the total
population in the hills jumped to 549,599 in
2011 from 25,384 in 1881, recording a growth rate
of about 2,165%. They said protecting their
ancestral land from “infiltrators” and keeping
their socio-cultural environment intact became
a “headache” for most original inhabitants,
given the demographic scenario.

The CSOs said those who fail to establish a

link between people in the 1951 Census and
those in the (demanded) NRC should be
declared “non-citizens of Manipur” and duly
detected and deported.

How is the NRC demand linked to Manipur's
ethnic conflict?
The Manipur governiment has conslstently
backed the NRC. Its formal demand gained
traction after the Manipur Legislative Assembly
adopted a unanimous resolution on August 5,
2022, seeking the establishment of a State
Po n Commission and the implementation
of the NRC. One of the triggers was the military
coup in Myanmar in February 2021, following
which several hundred people crossed over to
Manipur through porous borders. Most of those
who took refuge were Kuki-Chin, ethnically
related to the Kukis of Manipur and the Mizos of
Mizoram. Many in Manipur blame the illegal
influx for the ongoing ethnic conflict, first
between the Kukis and Mizos and then between
the Kukis and Nagas, which has claimed almost
300 lives since May 2023 and displaced more
than 62,000 people. Although the State
government or any other agency has not
conducted any survey of “illegal immigrants”,
Meiteis and Nagas believe that the Kuki
population has jumped exponentially in the hill
districts. While non-tribal Meiteis feel the
Census could reduce their representation in the
Assembly from the current 40 seats, the Nagas
believe the scale could tip in favour of the Kukis
in the hills. The 20 Assembly seats in the hills
are divided equally between the Kukis and the
Nagas. The latter, however, say the hill areas
should have had at least three more Assembly
seats based on the 2011 population.

15 an error-free NRC guaranteed?
The NRE, entailing the transfer of data from
Census slips, was born out of independent
India’s first Census in 1951, Assam compiled the
NRC in 1951, although all States were mandated
to do so. The intention behind that exercise in
Assam was to prepare a village-based inventory
of residents in view of the resistance from the
State = then undivided - to house post-Partition
refugees. The fear of the indigenous people of
being ournumbered by “illegal immigrants™
during and after the 1971 Bangladesh War led to
(11(-_- Assam Agitation from 1979 to 1985, A

d during the agitation was to eject
undocumented foreigners by updating the 1951
NRC. The exercise, supervised by the Supreme
Court, began in 2014, and the complete draft
was published an August 31, 2019. This draft
excluded 19.06 lakh out of the 3.3 crore people
who had appllﬂ‘l for mdus:nn ’l‘he Assam NRC
process, because
the Registrar General of India has 1 not issued any
notification declaring it as final. Organisations
such as the All Assam Students’ Union claim the
NRC 2019 was manipulated to pass a majority of
an estimated 41 lakh illegal immigrants as
citizens. The BjPled Assam government remaing
adamant that the NRC was erronecus, with at
least 20% of the enlisted names in districts
bordering Bangladesh requiring re-verification.
Assam’s updated NRC has been in limbo, with
cases against it pending in the Supreme Court.
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Why is NCPCR investigating Meta, Instagram?

What did a BBC investigation show? Why is child sexual exploitation and abuse material

appearing on Instagram? Under what powers can the National Commission for Protection of

Child Rights summon social media platforms and other companies?

=
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The story so far:
ollowing an investigation by British
public broadcaster BBC, which found
that Instagram was running paid
advertisements promoting child sexual
exploitation and abuse material (CSEAM) in
India, the National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) summoned Meta officials
for a hearing on September 9. The Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (Meity)
has also summoned the company on the issue.

What did the BBC investigation show?

In July, BBC created a test aceount and found
that dozens of ads were promoting CSEAM on
Instagram. The distribution of CSEAM is a
criminal offence in India.

Meta’s policy also states that ads must not
contain content that sexually exploits children.
Meta said in a statement, “Before these cases
were brought to our attention, our enforcement

The new Instagram logo. REUTERS

While social
media
platforms
prohibit
CSEAM,
automatic
moderation
systemns that
use some Al
to detect
unlawful
media are not
able o catch
every
violative
submission

systemns had already identified and disabled
several of the violating ads and the accounts
behind them.” The company said that it
automatically removes millions of CSEAM
posting accounts each year, but that “no system
is perfect and that determined criminals will
continue to try to exploit our platform”.

This month, the Tech Transparency Project
(TTP), a U.S.-based nonprofit, also reported that
it found hundreds of CSEAM ads on Facebook
and Instagram, including some served to India.

Why are CSEAM ads appearing on
Instagram?

While social media platforms prohibit CSEAM,
automatic moderation systems that use some Al
to detect unlawful media are not able to catch
every violative submission, TTP said that Meta’s
efforts were not enough even within the scope
of what it could do. The nonprofit said that, even
in cases where Meta did take down CSEAM, it
sometimes classified the ads as adult sexual
content, potentially “undercounting instances of
child sexual abuse”.

While Meta revised this information for ads
reported by TTP, it “did not fix the flow of child
exploitation content in its advertising system™
and continued to show CSEAM ads to certain
audiences, the nonprofit said. One of the ads
appeared to feature an unidentified “underaged
European royal,” TTP said.

Even when a human reported CSEAM posts,
action was not | teed, TTP found. “With
57% (73) of the CSEAM ads reported to Meta, the
company sent back a message that said, “We've
taken a Jook and found that this ad doesn't go
against our Advertising Standards,” TP said.

What was the NCPCR’s reaction to the
report?

NCPCR issued a notice on July 3, the same day
the BBC report came out, demanding an
explanation from the company. MeitY also

sought an explanation from Meta.

Shortly after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
July 23 video message to the Indian youth was
briefly removed from Facebook due to an
“error,’ MeitY summoned Meta's global public
affairs director, Joel Kaplan, to demand an
explanation for that removal. The BBC's report
was also discussed during that meeting. The
government's summons came as it sent a large
number of takedown notices over Instagram
posts about the Jantar Mantar protests, while
footage of the protests and the ensuing police
crackdown went viral.

Meta provided written responses to both
MeitY and NCPCR. The latter declined a Right to
Information request by The Hindu for a copy of
the company’s response, arguing that providing
this information would impede its investigation.

After the written response, Meta officials were
summoned by NCPCR this month. Neither side
provided a description of the meeting.

What powers does ’\ICI’LR have to conduct
an inquiry like thi

Like the )
(NHRC)

W‘WNM Sum&aﬂ;h, QOB)-
As such, it has the statutory power to demand
explanations on issues of child safety from
private organisations and can demand reports
from law enforcement. NCPCR'S remit inchudes
“matters relating to children in need of special
care and protection, including children in
distress, marginalised and disadvantaged
children, children in conflict with law, juveniles,
children without family, and children of
prisoners, and recommend appropriate
remedial measures,” and to “{ijnguire into
complaints [relating to] non-implementation of
laws providing for protection and development
of children,” the commission said.

NCPCR has in the past issued notices to
companies such as Netflix in response to the
show Bombay Begums, and to Bournvita maker
Mondelez over sugar content in their malt
powder.
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Senior living market can grow
into a $10.1 bn prospect: ASLI-JLL

Soundariva Preetha
COIMBATORE

India’s senior living market
is expected to become a $
10.1 billion opportunity by
2030, requiring $ 7.7 billion
capital investment to meet
new supply under a policy-
driven scenario, according
to a ASLIJLL report “In-
dia’s Silver Economy: From
Niche to Necessity”.

“With over 166 million
Indians aged above 60 and
the number projected to
double by 2050, there is a
need to build an ecosystem
of senior citizens. The or-
ganised senior living facili-
ty penetration is just 1.5%.
The opportunity is about

The organised senior living
sector reached 25,050 dwelling
units as of June 2026.

building a strong, accessi-
ble, and trusted senior
care ecosystem,” G. Raja-
gopal, chairman of the As-
sociation of Senior Living
India (ASLI), said in a press
release.

The addressable market

of urban, financially inde-
pendent senior house-
holds in India is expected
to grow from 1.7 million in
2026 to 2.1 million by
2030. The opportunity is
not just in senior living
friendly properties and
communities but includes
assisted care, healthcare,
specialised care, rehabilita-
tion, and other supporting
services, says the report.

The organised senior liv-
ing sector reached 25,050
dwelling units as of June
2026 (at 1.5 %) compared
with 6-7 % in the U.S. and
14-15% in New Zealand. The
sector registered 14.2 %
CAGR between 2024 and
first half of 2026.
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Four agricultural initiatives announced,
aimed at climate resilience, productivity

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, September 12

THE BRICS nations on Satur-
day announced four new agri-
culture initiatives, including
the establishment of Agroecol-
ogy and Regenerative Agricul-
ture for Climate Resilience and
Productivity and Digital Agri-
culture.

In a significant break-
through for India, the BRICS
grouping adopted the New
Delhi joint declaration with
consensus, inwhich theleaders
also agreed to the establish-
ment of a collaborative, non-
binding, and farmer-centric
BRICS AGRIN (Agro-Inputs,
Genetic Resources, and In-

* 4 AGRIINITIATIVES

BRICS AGRIN (Agro-Inputs, Gen-
etic Resources, and Information
Network)

GLOBAL FORUM on Farmers’
Rights in Seed Systems

BRICS NETWORK of Centres of
Excellence on Agroecology and
Regenerative Agriculture for Cli-
mate Resilience and Productivity
BRICS NETWORK on Digital
Agriculture, including agrofor-
estry, fisheries, and aquaculture

formation Networlk). while wel-
coming the launch of a Global
Forum on Farmers’ Rights in
Seed Systems.

“Wewelcome the outcomes
of the 16th BRICS Agriculture
Ministers’ Meeting, held in In-
dore. We agree to the establish-
ment of a collaborative, non-
binding, and farmer-centric
BRICS AGRIN (Agro-Inputs,
Genetic Resources, and In-
formation Network), drawing
upon relevant national, re-
gional, and international prac-
tices. We also welcome the
launch of a Global Forum on
Farmers’ Rights in Seed Sys-
tems to address shared chal-
lenges, promote effective pol-
icies, and encourage the
documentation and exchange
of traditional knowledge re-
lated to agriculture and seed
systems,” the New Delhi Dec-

laration stated.

It also welcomed the
strengthening of cooperation|
in agriculture through the es-
tablishment of a BRICS Net-
work of Centres of Excellence
on Agroecelogy and Regener-
ative Agriculture for Climate
Resilience and Productivity,
and aBRICS Network on Digital
Agriculture, including agrofor-
estry, fisheries, and aquacul-
ture. We also encourage
further cooperation under the
BRICS Dialogue on Develop-
ment of Fisheries and Aquacul-
ture, it said.

The BRICS nation also reit-
erated their commitmentto ad-
vancing agriculture negoti-
ations at the WTO.




