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GS Il (Economy)

MERCHANDISE EXPORTS SURGE BY 20% AS INDIA

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning,

mobilization of resources, growth, development.

Concepts: Trade diversification, merchandise vs. services

exports, trade deficit, West Asia shipping routes.

Merchandise exports surge by
20% as India diversifies trade

India’s exports to West Asia recovered in July after re-routing shipping lines, says official; exports to several countries

including China, Kenya doing well, he adds; trade deficit, however, widens as service exports grow slower than imports

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

espite the ongoing

turmoil in  West

Asia, India’s mer-
chandise exports saw a
growth of nearly 20% in Ju-
ly this year, faster than that
of imports, official data re-
leased on Thursday show.

Notably, exports to West
Asia itself have recovered,
with July’s exports to the
region nearly 9% higher
than the same period last
year.

According to Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal,
this has been achieved by
routing  India’s  trade
through different ports
and shipping lines.

India’s merchandise ex-
ports stood at $44.2 billion
in July, up 19.6% over its le-
vel in the same period last
year. According to Mr

Soaring
trade

India’s total
exports for July
2026 grew 13.31%
from July 2025,
while imports grew
by 15.83% in the
same period. The
chart shows India’s
total exports and
imports in July

Exports Il Imports (Figures in § billion)

95.16
82.16 !

2026 compared
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period July 2025 July 2026
Agrawal, this was achieved  where we typically did not

through continued diversi-
fication of export destina-
tions. Merchandise im-
ports, meanwhile, grew a
relatively slower 17.5% in
July to $76.2 billion.

“If you look at destina-
tion countries, we are now
doing well in countries

earlier, such as China, Sin-
gapore, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Taiwan, Vietnam, Aus-
tria, Malaysia, and several
other countries,” Mr. Agra-
wal said at a press confe-
rence. “Even in Africa, in
Kenya and the South Afri-
can Customs Union region,

there has been an increase
in exports in the first four
months of this financial
year,” the Commerce Se-
cretary noted. “Tanzania
has also been a very strong
silver lining where 130%
growth in exports has been
seen.”

India’s exports to China
grew 65% to $2.2 billion in
July, albeit on a low base.
Over the course of April-Ju-
Iy this year, exports to Chi-
nagrew 36%.

However, India’s trade
deficit still widened to $15
billion in July from $11.4 bil-
lion in the corresponding
period last year as services
imports grew faster than
services exports. The data
show that services exports
grew 6.4% in July to $35.9
billion while imports grew
9.5% to $18.9 billion.

The growth in services
exports is in keeping with

the subdued export order
growth sentiments ex-
pressed by service expor-
ters surveyed in the HSBC
India Services PMI report
for the month.

The ongoing war in
West Asia hit India’s ex-
ports to the region in
March and April, with ex-
ports contracting nearly
57% in March and 27% in
April.

Since then, however, ex-
ports to the region have re-
covered, and stood at $5.7
billion in July 2026, up
8.8% over July last year.

“Some of the ports in
Oman that are outside the
Strait of Hormuz have been
doing well and more cargo
has been flowing through
them. Even two ports in
the UAE — Fujairah and
Khor Fakkan - are seeing
more traffic,” Mr. Agrawal
explained.




WHY VITAL CHEMOTHERAPY DRUGS ARE IN SHORT

SUPPLY IN INDIA
(THE HINDU PAGE NO 7)

GS Il (Health/Governance) & GS Il (Economy)
Topics: Issues relating to development and management

of Social Sector/Services relating to Health; Indian

Economy.

Concepts: National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA), price caps, supply chain disruptions, drug security,
essential medicines.
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well as certain blood cancers. Carboplatin
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TRANSPARENCY AS THE FOUNDATION OF TRUST IN

MEDICINE

(THE HINDU PAGE NO 8)

GS Il (Governance/Health) & GS IV (Ethics)
Topics: Important aspects of governance,

Health.

transparency and accountability; Issues relating to

Concepts: Institutional transparency, medical

auditing, Open Disclosure, doctor-patient trust,
regulatory frameworks like the National Medical
Commission (NMC).

Deyond well deserved expressions of
gratitude and reflect on the smlrmnl
thist sustain public dence in

health care, Trust in medicine s frequently
thought of as a sacred, Isolared bond berween
patient and doctor. In reality, that trost i forged
much earlier - within the institutions that
regulate care, the systems that deliver it, and the
transpasency that connects them.

The Bimitations of this system are readily
ahservable. This writer ried the simple exercise
of verifying a doctor’s crederials on the Tamil
Nl Meschicad Coumncil (TNAC) website. What
should have been a straightforward search tumed
ot o be unexpectedly challenging. The system
reciired specific details, such as the doctor’s
exact number, which are ot €2,

ik Mmlx Whether -
obvious was missed or the website was simply not
disigned with the public - or even a colleague
concerned - in mind, the experience pointed to a
larger question: how much does instimdonal
transparency shape public faith in medicine?

i marked Boctors Day on July 1, bat e
l occasion demands that we continue to look

How institutions build trust
In many western countries, public st is
maintained through highly accessible regulatory
frameworks. For example, the United Kingdom's
General Medical Council hosts a publicly
searchable register where anyone can quickly
verII\ 2 doctor’s qualifications, registration status,
and any history of regulatory restrictions,
Similarly, the provincial Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons in Canada require minimal
|rhﬂl|ﬁ|nﬂ |m‘nr|mr|nn to view @ |1I|) sician's
These

udmrtkl'f. md dwmnm&vrhmlhqg

]ulmdn.l_tre_amm ople that medical
practice is operi to independent scruting, creating
ajaaleummemmmhdddm!
doctor-patient

lnd.lasmlmni]andmpe is evolving admirably,
with a werkforce that is known for its cxcellent
clinical acumen despite working under

cansiderable constraints. While the National
(xmmm

continues its degital transformation, making these
regulatory portals genuinely user-friendly is
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Transparency
WSS
regulatory
hoxdies, hospiial
Systens
clincal care can
strengthen
puablic faith

and rust

Tow-langing opportunity i reinforee public tnes
at its foundation,

Beyond individual blame

Between regulatory bodies and dividual
consultation rooms lie the systems of care -
Thospitals, clinics, and thelr organisatonal
pocesses, These daily workflows heavily
influence patient satisfaction, shaping
perceptions of farmess bomg before a dinical
ouitcome is reached.

System transpancncy reguires clear
communication about medical costs, operational
pmoesses and pathways to register a grievance,

h:uym an intermal culfure

This approach requires a formal tullurt of

Transparency as the foundation of trust in medicine

profession - a space where high stakes decisions
are made in moments of profound human

Inerabality. Here, ¥ i
policy into a purely human interaction.

Moderm patients increasingly expect clarity
regarding wha ls treating them and why specific
clinical dectstons are chosen, This means
explaining i diagneests i plain linguge, detailing
the rationale behind investizations,
therapeutic alternatives, and being transparent
about costs and complications. Froviding
progactive, periodic updates on a patient’s
praigress — or Lick thereaf - is offen the single
mast effective way 1o ease a family's distress,

This shift toward shansd decision-making
recogmises that transparency in treatment is
about relationships, not just data. However, if
transparency ito be a core part of modern
medicine, it must be integrated into medical
training. This cannat be gaught in a lecture hall
alone; it must be actively modelied by senior
doctors during everyday dlinical practice sd

“Open Disclosure”, In advanced medical teaching. Dy embedding this culture of

jurisdictions, being honest when thingsgowrong | communication early, we p!'eparelluz next

s pmd‘emmalmﬂmm.manopmn It gemranmofph)ﬂcm]s Lo navigate ncreasing
1 with blic ex

the pmull or their l'amlly .I:Imuwkdyng the P"[“ iy experience, te maority of conllicts in
clenit, explaining how It oecurred, and health care do not arise from the medical

ddaﬂlngl.h«. steps being taken to prevent decistons themselves, but from how these

TECUTENce. decisions were communicated and understood.

Formalising open disclosure in India, rght
froan the ground livel 1\1 climical care, wanikel be
When hospi

When patients feel genuinely heard and
informed, the hond is strengthensd, When

thelr ation s poor, ppropriate care
doctors to be transparent. about elinica] iy bee peroeived as inadequate.
uncertainties or complications, they reduce the
emotional burden on the practitioner and Afinal reflection

prevent potential friction with families. A bick of
n

d.ar information breeds suspicion, Whe:

Doctors need afis, respectiul, and dignified
enviromments in which to work. Patients requine

e or diffscult i
publlc dmm’amm builds rapidly - mn |Elhe
actual chinical care delivered was appropriate.
Much of this friction arises not from malice, but
from a mismarch berween patlents’ expectations
and their actual experience.

hxllahasseena\mmm;mln\ﬂnkn:e

# that the care they receive is both

ethical and These are not ing

demands; they ane mutually re ulﬁnnuy,!rmx
Trustin medicine s built

our institutions make visible, how our cinical

care systems function, and how doctors and

parients talk o ' one anndw W.hu! mmputan

against health-care workers. The dical
Association reports that over 75% of doctors have
faced form of violence, While
the rowt s are multifactorial, deepseated
systenic mistrust is often the spark that escalates
conlhict, In these high stress seitings,
transparency isa protective shield, not an
administrative burden, A system that is

s throu
abmzuiralpdndplemdbempmnf

[]nﬂurf' Ty hm[xw:l, wreks of
appreciation are important, But the days after
alsonvite a structural look at our systens. Ala
time when the medical profession is practising
under unprecedented strain, enhancing

pletely honest about limitations and

constraints within clinical care makes it less likely

that individual frontline doctors will become the

< cy in regulatory framewnrks, clinical
corridors, and Individual consultation rooms s
the most meaningful way to protect Iil? integrity

sole targets of a family's anger and
At the grouned beved, the dictor- patient
relationship remains the ultinuate test of the

of the ion. Trust is not an to
e chaimmedd; it is a profiessional pact that must be
contimsously renewed through transparency.




4. EUROPE'S Al RULES MAY BECOME INDIA’S

OPPORTUNITY

(THE HINDU PAGE NO 8)

GS Il (International Relations) & GS Ill (Science & Tech)
2. Topics: Effect of policies of developed and developing
countries; Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers.
3. Concepts: EU Al Act, risk-based Al regulation, tech
compliance, conformity assessment, India-EU Free
Trade Agreement.

Europe’s Al rules may become India’s opportunity

he Government of India has recently
T indicated that it is considering a

standalone legislation to govern Artificial
Intelligence (Al). However, the pressure on the Al
supply chain is already felt due to the European
Union (EU)’s Al Act which was entered into force
in August 2024 and became applicable on August
2,2026. The Act has adopted a risk-based
approach to artificial intelligence (“Al”) regulation
— prohibiting certain Al systems, regulating
high-risk ones, and imposing lighter checks for
limited-risk use cases.

‘While most Indian firms are likely aware that
the Act applies when their Al systems produce
results in Europe, there is a more consequential
story that goes beyond a compliance checklist.

A post-approval issue

The Act was drafted with a particular picture in
mind, and that picture does not match how
India’s technology industry actually works. This
mismatch, more than the law’s long reach, is
what Indian companies should be watching. The
Act assumes that software, once built and
approved, is sold as a fnished product. India’s
technology industry has never worked that way.
The devil lies in the legal consequences when an
Alis updated post-approval.

Before a *high-risk’ Al system, used for
sensitive decisions such as hiring or education,
can enter the European market, it must clear a
‘conformity assessment’ under Article 43: proof
that it meets the law’s standards on testing,
documentation and human oversight. For mest
such systems the provider assesses itself against
the Act’s criteria and signs its own declaration;
only a narrow set, mainly certain biometric tools,
must be checked by an independent body. Either
way, once the box is ticked, the system can run
undisturbed. However, if the system is
“substantially modified”, the process must be
repeated. A substantial modification is a change

il [ -
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not contemplated at the time of the original
assessment, one that affects its compliance or
alters its intended purpose.

In June 2026, the EU gave final approval to a
package easing its own timelines, pushing the
compliance deadline for these standalone
high-risk Al systems to December 2027 and to
August 2, 2028 for high-risk Al-embedded in
regulated products. It retained a grandfathering
clause under which systems already on the
market before this date are exempted from the
Act's obligations until substantially modified. A
foreseen change examined during the original
conformity assessment does not trigger a fresh
one, while an unanticipated change likely does.

This distinction is not just a technicality. It
would likely favour business models built on
predictable product road maps. Providers of
standardised Al products can assess planned
upgrades during the initial assessment.
Businesses that rely on bespoke services, offering
competitive adaptability to individual client
needs, may find it harder to demonstrate that
future changes fall within the scope of the
original assessment.

Unplanned improvement and regulation
India’s technology industry, from the large IT
services firms to the global capability centres in
Bengaluru and Hyderabad, runs on exactly this
kind of responsive adaptation. The Actalso
tethers liability to firms that substantially modify
someone else’s high-risk system. Such firms may
be treated as the provider of the modified system,
inheriting every one of the original maker’s
obligations. Thus, for an industry whose very
promise is improvement on demand, an
unplanned improvement that changes an Al
system’s intended purpose may trigger a fresh
regulatory exercise.

Yet, the Act also presents an opportunity.
High-risk compliance is operationalised through

paperwork and proof. Most providers will be
permitted to carry out that conformity
assessment themselves, but they will do so
against harmonised technical standards still being
drafted. The underlying work — governance
measures, technical documentation, testing
regimes — has to be done in volume. The scale of
this obligation is likely o generate demand for
quality legal and technical professionals, which
India can provide. Indian professional services
firms have supported clients across data
protection, financial regulation and technical
assurance. They can provide regulatory
capability for the Act too.

Tap the trade agreement

A longer-term vision extends beyond compliance
services. The Act creates a pathway for
conformity assessment bodies established in
third countries to be recognised and perform the
functions of notified bodies, where the EU has
concluded an appropriate agreement, and those
bodies satisfy the requirements. This recognition
is a question for treaty negotiation, and India has
justsigned a treaty capable of carrying it.

The India-EU Free Trade Agreement that was
concluded in January includes standing
machinery and regulatory cooperation
provisions. If India can secure institutional
arrangements as part of its partnership with the
EU, it could become not just a supplier of Al
compliance services but also a participant in the
EU’s conformity assessment ecosystem. Going
ahead, it would provide the legal gateway
through which qualified Indian conformity
assessment bodies could eventually perform
functions recognised under the Act. Europe has
written itself a mountain of compliances and
India has the capacity to doit. There is a version
of this where the rules India fears become the
work it sells. Which version arrives is still being
derided, and not for much longer.




(THE HINDU PAGE NO 10)

GS Il (Polity & Governance)
2. Topics: Indian Constitution—significant provisions;
Fundamental Rights.
3. Concepts: Article 21 (Right to Life/Liberty), Article 22
(Protection against arrest/detention), procedural safeguards,
preventive detention, Arnesh Kumar guidelines.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL LIMITS ON ARREST

The constitutional limits on arrest

The Supreme Court has reinforced

safeguards

inst arbi

v arrest, holdi

that an arrested

rson must be informed of the

unds of arrest; constitutional

protections under Articles 21, 22, along with judicial guidelines, seek to balance the state’s power to arrest with the individuals right to personal liberty and dignity

LETTER & SPIRIT
C.B.D. Srivastava

he constitutionality of arrest in

India needs to be examined to

reinforce democratic values

and ensure that the authority
ofthe state and the liberty of the citizen
are properly balanced. Recently, the
Supreme Court, in Vihaan Kumar v. State
of Haryana (2025), held that every
amrested person must be properly and
meaningfully informed of the grounds for
his arrest. Failure to provide information
shall amount to a violation of Article 22(1)
ofthe Constitution and Section 50 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (Section 47 of
the BNSS, 2023).

Sometimes, communication is
conducted with the arrested person’s
relatives, which appears to be a formality.
Cansidering this, the verdict says that
communicating the details of the arrest to
relatives or providing ambiguous records
does not satisfy the constitutional
requirements.

Therefore, the arrested person must be
directly informed of the grounds of arrest
in a manner that enables him to
understand them. This would be in line
with the Constitutional philosophy of
putting a check on any possible arbitrary
exercise of power.

Legal safeguards
The court has opined that if the initial
arrest was unconstitutional, subsequent
remand orders would also be deemed
illegal. Moreover, to fulfil the
requirements of Article 22(2) and Section
57 of the CrPC (Section 58 of the BNSS,
2023), the arrest memo must contain the
time of arrest. These constitutional and
legal provisions say that the police must
present the arrested person toa local
magistrate within 24 hours, excluding the
travel time.

The court also condemned degrading

treatment in custody, affirming the right
to dignity under Article 21, and directed
the state to amend its procedures to
prevent future violations. Thus, this
judgment sets a strong precedent for
safeguarding personal liberty and
procedural fairness in India’s criminal
justice system.

Arrest is different from detention.
investigation and the person is not
charged with any offence, arrest is a

cause of commission of an offence. Article
22 deals with both arrest and detention.

hurt, defamation, etc., a warrant is
needed for arrest, whereas in cognisable
offences such as murder, rape, etc., arrest
is without a warrant.

Court’s guidelines on arrest

In Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014),
the Supreme Court laid down guidelines
for arrests to prevent the misuse of
criminal laws. The law should not be used
as a tool to harass someone. Considering
this, it is obvious that allowing criminal

GETTY IMAGES

prosecution to continue based on
frivolous and false allegations would
amount to an abuse of legal process and
would also be detrimental to the concept
of natural justice, which is perhaps the
most significant form of justice enshrined
in the Constitution.

In the guidelines, the court said that
arrests should be an exception in cases
where the punishment is less than seven
years. The police must determine
whether an arrest is necessary under
Section 41 of the CrPC (Section 35 of the
BNSS). Thus, routine arrests cannot be
made merely because the power to arrest
has been given to the police. The
necessity must be justified.

It is well known that personal freedom
is a major part of the Constitution.
Unnecessary arrests hurt a person’s
reputation and would be detrimental to
personal liberty.

Constitutionality of arrest, detention
Article 22 protects against arrest and
detention to ensure freedom of person,
and hence has a direct link with the
concept of personal liberty under Article

21. Article 22 provides important
procedural safeguards for a person who is
arrested, including the right to be
informed and the right to consult and be
defended by his lawyer as soon as
possible, and finally the right to be
presented before the nearest magistrate
within 24 hours.

The Article also deals with the concept
of preventive detention where these
procedural safeguards do not apply. The
definition of preventive detention in India
is inspired by a British law, Regulation
14-B of the Defence of the Realm Act, 1914,
which says that all detentions that are not
pumitive may be considered preventive.
The detention may continue for three
months, and if the period expires, an
Advisory Board shall permit the extension
ofthe period.

Thus, Article 22 protects a person from
being arrested or detained, signifying the
protection of his liberty against any
arbitrary action by the state. However, the
provision of arrest and detention
exemplifies the exercise of the state’s
authority.

Personal liberty in the Constitution is
founded in the principle of natural
justice, which is enshrined in the entire
constitutional scheme. Further, the
Galden Triangle of India’s Constifurian as
explained by the Supreme Court in
Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978)
suggests that Article 21 isrelated to
Articles 14 and 19. Of the two, Article 14 is
an antithesis to arbitrariness and the
substantive natural justice emanates from
it, whereas Article 19(1) incorporates
procedural natural justice. Therefore, any
arbitrary exercise of the power of arrest
or detention would amount to a violation
of the Golden Triangle. This has been the
reason why the framers of the
Constitution ensured that a delicate
balance between authority and liberty is
maintained and vibrant democracy in
India is sustained.

(C.B.P. Srivastava is president, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi)
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-

Constitutional and legal
safeguards require the police
torecord the time of arrest and
preduce the arrested person
before a magistrate within 24
hours.

-

Supreme Court guidelines,
including those in Arnesh
Kumar, stress that arrest
should not be routine and
must be justified by the
necessity of the case.




FELLOWSHIPS?
(THE HINDU PAGE NO 10)

GS Il (International Relations)
2. Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and
developing countries on India’s interests.
3. Concepts: Soft diplomacy, international fellowships (CRISP,
SAJP), UK foreign policy, academic exchange programs.

WHY HAS THE U.K. PAUSED THREE CHEVENING

Why has the UK. paused three
Chevening fellowships?

What are the three programmes, who do they serve, and what happens next?

Maitri Porecha

Thestory so far:

Why have the Chevening fellowships
been paused?
According to official sources, the
fellowships have been paused for varying
reasons, including capacity constraints
and cost-cutting by the U.K. government.
“We are currently reviewing and
strengthening our fellowship portfolio to
ensure it continues to deliver the greatest
impact and value for participants and
partners. As part of this process, some
programmes will pause in 2027, a British

High Commission spokesperson
confirmed in response to The Hindu's
queries.

“The SAJP will pause for the 2027 cycle
due to capacity constraints at the host
university, and is expected to resume in
2028, the sources said.

“We recognise this will be
disappointing news for those who were
hoping to apply, but we hope to be able to
provide an update on future plans for the
programmes soon,” the sources added.

What is the nature of the fellowships?
The CRISP fellowship is a 12-week
programme for scientists, researchers and
entrepreneurs hosted by the University of
Oxford. The Chevening Cyber Security
Fellowship is a 10-week programme
delivered at Cranfield University, a part of
the U.K's Defence Academy. The SAJP is
an eight-week programme hosted by the
University of Westminster for mid-career
journalists.

CRISP focuses on fellows from India
and Sri Lanka; the Cyber Security
Fellowship is offered to Indians and

citizens of the Western Balkans; the SAJP
isa one-of-a-kind programme that brings
together journalists from India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and
the Maldives.

What avenues is Chevening India
exploring to restart the fellowships?
The Chevening team is exploring industry
sponsorship for CRISP and the Cyber
Security Fellowship, and welcomes
suggestions and potential partners.

“We expect to provide an update on
the Chevening Gurukul Fellowship
(September-November 2027) cohort by
early November 2026, and are currently
exploring sponsorship opportunities for
this programme too,” sources said.

The Gurukul Fellowship, also hosted at
the University of Oxford, is a 12-week
programme targeting mid-career Indian
professionals across sectors, including
government, media, and civil society.

How much has the U.K. government
spent on the programmes?
Data tabled in the U.K. Parliament show

that in financial year 202526, the U.KC's
Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) allocated
£59.4 million to Chevening. A break-up of
the funding split between fellowships and
scholarships is not available in the public
domain. The Hinduw’s query to the British
High Commission on this went
unanswered.

“Through corporate partner income
and university partnerships, Chevening
receives between £67 million annually,
funding 22% of scholars,” the U.K's then
Secretary of State for the FCDO stated ina
policy paper presented in the U.K.
Parliament in 2023.

‘What is the government’s purpose?
The U.K. government launched the
Chevening Fellowships in 2004 as an
extension of the broader Chevening
Scholarships, which were established in
1983. For 202728, applications for
Chevening Scholarships, which offer a
fully funded Master’s in the U.K., have
opened.

The Chevening programmes function
as an instrument of soft diplomacy for the
U.K. By selecting high-potential
international professionals to study in the
U.K. on the FCDO's fully funded
programme, the UK. government aims to
cultivate influential global networks that
advance British foreign policy interests.

“Many of Chevening’s alumni are in
positions of influence, and they forma
valuable network for furthering His
Majesty’s Government’s objectives,” a
policy paper on the programme states.

THE GIST

v

The U.K. has paused three
Chevening fellowships —
CRISP, Cyber Security
Fellowship and SAJP — for
2027-28, citing portfolio review,
cost-cutting and capacity
constraints.

v

Chevening is exploring industry
sponsorship to sustain some
programmes, while the pause
comes amid a longer-term
decline in the number of
scholarships awarded and
scrutiny of programme
funding.




7.

DECISIONS LOOK DISTANT TODAY?
(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 10)

GS Il (Polity) & GS Ill (Environment)
2. Topics: Judiciary; Conservation, environmental
pollution and degradation.
3. Concepts: Public trust doctrine, polluter pays principle,
precautionary principle, sustainable development, judicial
inconsistency vs. environmental jurisprudence.

SC HAS NURTURED ENVIRONMENTAL LAW. DO ITS

SC has nurtured environmental law.
Doits decisions look distant today?

N THE early years of Indian Indepen-
dence, there was no precise environ-
mental policy. The Constitution of
India had a few provisions regarding
theemvironment, though the word “en-
vironment” was not expressly mentioned.
In 1976, Parliament drew upon the com-
mitment made by India at the UN Confer-
enceon Human Environment held atStock-
holm. The views expressed at the Stockholm
Conference form the core of the environ-
mental philosophy of India that has found

Thoughwe had thestatutory framework
before and after the Stockholm Conference,
it isthe Bhopal gas leak tragedy of 1984 that
really galvanised the Supreme Court intoac-
tion. In Union Carbide vs Union of India, the
Supreme Court developed the doctrine of ab-
soluteliability. Thisisbased onthe p!’iIlClplE
thatwt priseinvolvesi
dangerous activity and harm results lua.m,'-
body becauseof amishap relatabletothe en-
terprise or activity, the enterprise would be
obligatad to repay each one of the injured or

expression invariol 1d policy pro-

d individuals. The polluter pays prin-

nouncements, These provisions were in-
serted in the Constitution by the Constitu-
tion (forty seooud amendment) Act, 1976
the & Act), which included Ar-
ticle48A and M:usle SIATE).

Article48&

ciple was introduced by the Rio Summit of

1982 and was applied for the first time in

Indiainthecaseof Indian il for Enwiro-
il Actis

policy. It adwvis I it

laws orexecuting policy decisions, itshould
endeavour to protect and I.mpmve theen—

and

anhdpmapremandamck&necauseuf

wildlifeof the country. AmclemA isasepar-
ate prwlslan undeertNAmm&dlngfor

shall be the cluty m‘wery dtizen mpo'otacr

and i

dation. Itisa preven-
Tive pril

In my dissenting judgment in Confeder-
ationof Real Estate Developersof India (CRE-
DAD s Vanashakti, which theorig:

The Amendment Act introduced a host
of provisions, starting from amendments to
the Preamble, Some of its provisions became
highly controversial, both substantivelyancd
inthe political and constitutional contextag
internal Emergency wasthen in force, Shanti
Bhushan, oneof India's most prominent law-
yers, became the law minister when a new
government came ta power in 1977, There
was clamour all around that all the amend-
ments should be removed lock, stock and
barrel. Itisto hiseternal credit that, notwith-
standing his sharp political disagreement
withtheoutgoing PM and despite overwhel-
ming publicdemand, hedid nottouch many
ofthe provisions.

inal Vi hadcti judgment, T have said that
the precautionary principle is the corner-
stone of em?imnmenta! jurlspmdenca Pol-

luterp: it i ln
other 1 i\':ulalT herel 1

ofth : I principles, precatttion-
ary principlet bepl: i above

the principle of polluter

Days-

The principle of sustainable de-
velopment means that the state
must make efforts to maintain a
balance between the environment
and development. In Vellore
Citizens’ Welfare Forum, the Su-
preme Court held that the pre-
cautionary principle and poliuter
pays princiy fal

an

UAL
BHUYAN

FORTHE
record

When a conscientious
citizen approaches the Court
with a grievance thata
particular project is in breach
of environmental norms,
what should be the approach

of the Court?

ofsustainable development. Sustainable de-
velopment hascometobe accepted asa part
of customary intemational Law.
Inthecaseof M.C. Melitavs Kamal Nath,
famously known asthe Span Motel case, the
Supreme Courtdeveloped the conceptofthe
public trust doctrine. White Span Motel had
tobear the cost of compensation and had to
face penalties under the polluter pays prin-
ciple, it was the Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment which was pulled up for breachm.,

ent inconsistency that exacerbates the
threats to the environment.

Is there any conflict between environ-
ment and development? The answer, ac-
cordingtome, isanemphatic no. Threedec:
ades ago, the Supreme Court had observed
in the Vellore Citizens case that the tradi-
tional concept that development and ecol-
ogy areopposedto eachotheris nolongerac-
ceptable. In my Vanashakti review
]udtmcm Fhave sald Ihat it is unfortunate

publictrust, TIM!E‘BDW‘"’“'" i 1P

that afa pitting

sised the p iple of it fonal
equ.?ry holamgmatﬁmpreeentgenmmn

o protect for fu-

environment levelopment. Bath are
part of:hemnsumuma} construct of sus:

tainabl

ture generations. From these judgments,
and there are many more, We can conchide
thatif Indian environmental jurisprudence
has a parent, it is the Supreme Cowt. It has
nurtured environmental law from its in-
fancy. But having said that, I ask myself:
Today, dothese decisions look very distant?

My l"nnnerm]]eagueimhefk!mmyliigh

When a conscientious citizen ap-
proaches the Court with a grievance that a
particular project is in breach of environ-
mental norms, what sheuld bethe approach
ofthe count? Should the Court throw out the
challenge at the threshold by asking aloud,
almost posing a leading question to itself,
whether any development project in India

Court, Justice Gautam Patel, has analy
Supreme(.om‘rlndgmmdealmgwme

I “hallenged? Itis true that there
are many busybodies who file frivolous peti-

inan titled ‘Ce
Inconsistent: Environmental Law and the
Supreme Court’. Justice Patel finds that by
andlarge, the Supreme Court hassupported
the environmental cause rajsed by non-gov-
emrnenw orgamsauons. Ithas notshown
pport

projects !llmﬂaml;a}'s
itisin precisely this areathatanin-
tervention ofthe Supreme Court is
wital, and yet it is here that we find
a reluctance to come down on the
side of the environmentalists. He
says the jurisprudential inconsist-
ency is apparent when one sets
these decisions against the prin-
ciplesthat the Supreme Court itself
repeatediy enunciates in the broad-
est possible terms. [tisthat consist-

tions. How 1, such attempts have been
depracated by the courts, but that cannot be
the reason to paint all challengers with the
same brush. There are committed environ-
mentalists in our country who continue to
espouse the cause of the environment,
Where would they go if the doors of the
courta are closed? According tome, that can-
not be the approach of a constitutional
court. Instead, the Court should ask: Hasthe
project complied with the environmental
norms? The Court should assure itself and
citizens that all projects, big or small, infra-
structure or otherwise, should comply with
the environmental norms.

The writer is a Supreme Court Justice.
E,d iterd e WB{:“ e i {
on nugusraa!vwkansnda Kendra, Guwahati




8. SHUTDOWNS, APP BANS SHOW CRISIS OF INTERNET
GOVERNANCE

(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 10)

GS Il (Governance) & GS lll (Internal Security/Tech)

2. Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency;
Challenges to internal security through communication
networks.

3. Concepts: Internet shutdowns, IT Act proportionality test,
digital rights, platform accountability, DPDP Act, facial

recognition technology (FRT) privacy.

Shutdowns, app bans show
crisis of internet governance

NAMRATA
MAHESHWARI

TheIT Act
needs an
overhaul;
internet
shutdowns
should become
athing of the
past; and the
DPDP Act must
be enforced
through
meaningful
consultation

HE PROTESTS triggered by the NEET exam crisis

have become a microcosm of India’s internet govern-

anceissues, The government’s response included re-

stricted internet access and messaging apps, surveil-

lance, and threats to Big Tech. They point to the need
for policy reform and legal safeguards.

Telegram was temporarily banned and ordered to disable its
message-editing feature. The relevant provision of the IT Actem-
powers the government to block public access to “information”
on specified grounds. The court interpreted "information™ toen-
compass an entire platform. Applying the Supreme Court’s pro-
portionality test in Anuradha Bhasin, it agreed that blocking was
the “least restrictive” measure. The court’s findings hinged pri-
marily on thetemporariness of the restriction. Domestically, this
normalises blocking a platform without adequately considering
the impact on users or if blocking would achieve its purpose. Its
ineffectiveness was evident: Users quickly turned to VPNs and
other apps. It also suggests courts may uphold bans if orders are
merely cosmetically compliant with terms such as “temporary™
and "narrow tailoring”. Intemationaily, such actionsrisk portray-
ingIndia asunpredictable, which could hurt innovation, security
developmentand ease of doingbusiness. Around Jantar Mantar,
where mobile internet services were suspended, when people
tumed tooffline messaging serviceslike BitChat, the government
ordered GitHub to remove BitChat's source-code repositories.

There isnoevidence that shutdowns effectively protect public
order. BitChat was targeted because it could be misused. If that
possibility was legally sufficient, we would have no Al assistants,
SIM cards, email or Microsoft Office. Removing repositories also
does not stop downloaded apps from working. It only reduces
serutiny of open-source code and creates security risks., It contra-
dicts India’s framing of open source as a strategic pillar of its Al
approach. Protestors were surveilled using Al-powered facial rec-
ognition technology (FRT), smart glasses and the “Tkshana” mo-
bile surveillance vehicle, which matched faces against a police
database. According to the police’s response toan Internet Free-
dom Foundation RTTL norules govern FRT use, no privacy impact
assessments are conducted, and an 80 per cent match is con-
sidered positive. Given FRT s inaccuracies, thisistroubling. The
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act is not fully in force,
leaving the right to privacy without teeth. Meta was threatened
withthelossof safe harbourafter the PM's video becametempor-
arily unavailable, Big Tech's opagque moderation practices need
reining in. But safe harbour provisions also enable the democratic
internet by reducing incentives to over-censor. Platform account-
ability must look beyvond it.

The NEET pro hould catal ligital governance reform.

ThelT Actneedsan overhaul: internet shutdowns should become
athing of the past; and the DPDP Act must be enforced through
meaningful consultation.

The writer is Asia Pacific Policy Manager and
Global Encryption Policy Lead, Access Now
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GS Il (Polity & Governance)
2. Topics: Parliament and State legislatures—structure,
functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges.
3. Concepts: Parliamentary productivity, Question Hour,
legislative scrutiny, accountability of executive to legislature,
cost of disruptions.

STALLING OF PARLIAMENT HAS HIGH COSTS

GOURAV VALLABH

WITH THE monsoon session concluded,
Parliament’s record must be judged by the
workit completed. Thelatest verified figures
available at the time of writing came from
PRS Legislative Research. Covering sched-
uled sittings through August 13, they show
that the Lok Sabha worked for 17.5 hours, or
15 per centof scheduled time, whilethe Rajya
Sabha worked for 37.37 hours, or 33 per cent.

India has no fresh official per-minutetar-
iff. The widely used benchmark of Rs 2.5
lakh per minute for both houses datesto fig-
ures presented in 2012. Applying its com-
monly reported split of Rs 1.25 lakh per
House-minutetothe hourshortfall gives an
indicative opportunity cost of about Rs 130
crore for the full session. This is a measure
of taxpayer-funded capacity thatdid not be-
come parliamentary work.

The financial cost is only the visible

Stalling of Par

edge. When Question Hour disappears,
ministers escape questions that taxpayers
have paid Parliament to ask. When legis-
lative time collapses, bills are either delayed
or passed without adequate scrutiny. This
isbecoming a norm.

Democratic work cannot be reduced to
quarterly targets. Dissent is work. A rea-
soned speech against a bill is work. Protest
is also a legitimate parliamentary instru-
ment, and a walkout can place principled
disagreement on record while allowing the
House to proceed. Butslogan-shouting that
repeatedly forces adjournment turns one
group’s protest into a veto over every other
member and voter.

The responsibility for a functioning Par-
liament is joint. The government has the
first dutytolistbusiness transparently, pro-
vide adequate notice, make room for legit-
imate Opposition issues and ensure that
ministers answer. The Opposition has an
equally important responsibility topreserve
the forum through which it scrutinises the
executive. The majority cannot bulldoze;

the minority cannot blockade.

The events of August 12 make that dis-
tinction unavoidable. Home Minister Amit
Shah, whose answer the Opposition had de-
manded, offered an extended debate, said
hewouldsit through ituntil 3 pmon August
13 and respond to every question. The Op-
position rejected the proposal. One may
challenge the Home Minister's explanation,
cross-examine it, reject it and continue to
demand political accountability. But when
the minister offers to reply in the House,
why refuse the forum?

Thisiswhy PM Narendra Modi’sempha-
sis on the “politics of performance” is rel-
evant. He has repeatedly made measurable
outcomes and last-mile execution central to
governance. That standard cannot stop at
Parliament’sdoors. Agovernment that asks
ministries to deliver should welcome rigor-
ous legislative scrutiny. An Opposition that
demands accountability should be judged
by the quality of its questions, alternatives
and interventions, not by the numberof ad-
journments it can cause.

lament has high costs

India needs a parliamentary-perform-
ance compact agreed by the government,
Opposition and presiding officers. Its first
rule should be: Nolost hour without make-
uptime. Ifdisruption erases scheduled busi-
ness, the House should recover the time
within the same session. Second, the right
to protest should be matched by a guaran-
teed route to debate. Third, Parliament
should publish areal-time dashboard show-
ingattendance, questions, debates, commit-
tee worketc, tolet citizens see whether pub-
lic time produced public value. Finally, the
daily allowance needsa clearer accountabil-
ity rule. A member formally named or sus-
pended by the Chair for a grave disorder
should forfeit the allowance for that sitting.
PM Modi’s politics of performance has
raised citizens’ expectations from the gov-
ernment. Parliament, including the Opposi-
tion, must rise to the same standard.

The writer is professor of finance, XLRI,
and part-time member, EAC-PM.
Views are personal
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