
 
 
 
 

EDITORIALS HIGHLIGHTS 

18-08-2026 

1.  TAXING FRIVOLOUS INDUSTRIES WILL NOT FUND INDIA SCIENCE 

 (THE HINDU PAGE NO 6) 

1. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Science and Technology developments and their applications, Indigenization 

of technology, Government Budgeting, and Resource Mobilization. 
b. GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors. 

2. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. R&D expenditure in India, science funding bottlenecks, bureaucratic governance versus 

academic autonomy, GeM procurement rules, CSR funding norms, and import 
substitution policies. 

3. Key Themes 
a. Resource Allocation Dilemma: Flaws in using sin or frivolous taxation to fund public goods. 
b. Structural Issues: Rigid compartmentalization of scientific grants, year-end 

spending rushes, archaic UGC rules, and high import tariffs on laboratory 
equipment. 

4. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Mains: The challenges confronting Indian scientific research are less about fiscal 

allocation and more about institutional governance and rigid bureaucracy. Analyze. 



 
 

2. LOSING FOREST FOR TREES 

 (THE HINDU PAGE NO 6) 

5. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 
b. GS Paper II: Statutory, regulatory, and various quasi-judicial bodies like the CAG. 

6. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. National Action Plan on Climate Change, Green India Mission, CAMPA funds, India State 

of Forest Report metrics, Aravalli degradation, and ecological restoration versus tree 
plantation drives. 

7. Key Themes 
a. Restoration versus Landscaping: The difference between true forest ecosystems 

with native biodiversity and fragmented tree cover or mere plantations. 
b. Audit Accountability: CAG performance audits identifying implementation failures and 

a lack of inter-scheme convergence between GIM, MGNREGS, and CAMPA. 
8. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 

a. Prelims: GIM targets under NAPCC, CAMPA guidelines, ISFR definitions of forest 
cover versus tree cover. 

b. Mains: Merely increasing tree cover cannot substitute for the ecological integrity of 
forest ecosystems. Critically examine in the light of recent CAG findings on the Green 
India Mission. 



 
 

 

3. DECODING INDIA GROWTH IN MERCHANDISE EXPORTS 

(THE HINDU PAGE NO 7) 

9. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of 

resources, growth, development, and employment. Effects of liberalization on the 
economy. 

10. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. Foreign Trade Policy, export basket diversification, petroleum and engineering goods 

export trends, trade deficits, and bilateral trade partners. 
11. Key Themes 

a. Export Volatility: Export growth driven predominantly by refining and petroleum 
product price fluctuations rather than broad-based manufacturing competitiveness. 

b. Market Concentration: Trade dynamics with key partners like the US, China, 
UAE, Southeast Asia, and emerging African markets. 

12. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Mains: Assess the strengths and vulnerabilities in India's merchandise export basket. 

What strategic structural reforms are needed to diversify beyond refined petroleum and 
engineering goods? 



 
 
 

 

THE ROAD TO E20 IS NOT WITHOUT BUMPS 

 (THE HINDU PAGE NO 8) 

13. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Infrastructure Energy, Science and Technology, Environmental Conservation. 
b. GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions, Consumer protection. 

14. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. National Policy on Biofuels, Ethanol Blended Petrol Programme, fuel economy, 

mechanical corrosion issues, phase separation, and consumer rights under transition 
regimes. 

15. Key Themes 
a. Macro versus Micro Balance: Macroeconomic goals like crude import reduction and 

decarbonization versus micro-level vehicle damage and mileage losses in legacy 
vehicles. 

b. Supply Chain Vulnerabilities: Underground storage tank water contamination, 
phase separation, and ethanol quality variance. 

16. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Prelims: Ethanol blending targets, properties of anhydrous ethanol, octane ratings. 
b. Mains: A hasty green transition can risk undermining consumer trust. Discuss the 

technical, financial, and logistical bottlenecks in India's transition to E20 fuel. 



 
 
 

 

ROTATING DETONATION ENGINES: THE SCIENCE AND THE PROMISES 

(THE HINDU PAGE NO 9) 

17. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Science and Technology developments and applications in everyday 

life. Achievements of Indians in science and technology, Indigenization of 
technology. 

18. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. Space exploration propulsion, hypersonic missile technology, defense R&D, 

thermodynamics of combustion, deflagration versus continuous detonation. 
19. Key Themes 

a. Propulsion Physics: Continuous pressure-gain combustion occurring at constant 
volume, offering much higher thermodynamic efficiency than conventional combustors. 

b. Strategic Applications: Thrust enhancement for rockets, deep space thrusters, 
and hypersonic missiles. 

20. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Prelims: Basic mechanism and advantages of Rotating Detonation Engines 

over conventional rocket combustors. 
b. Mains: Highlight recent technological innovations in aerospace propulsion systems and 

their implications for India's space and defense sectors. 



 
 

 

August 15 after Jantar Mantar: The many spaces of freedom and 
unfreedom 

(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 10) 

21. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper II: Indian Constitution features, significant provisions, basic 

structure, Fundamental Rights, Functioning of the Judiciary and Executive. 
b. GS Paper IV: Democratic values, civil liberties, and dissent. 

22. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. Freedom of speech and expression, right to peaceful assembly, civil society and 

youth movements, application of anti-terror laws like UAPA, and judicial checks on 
executive overreach. 

23. Key Themes 
a. Constitutional Morality: The vital role of dissent, student movements, and 

institutional freedom in sustaining a vibrant democracy. 
b. Civil Liberties versus Security: Balancing public order laws with fundamental 

civil protections. 
24. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 

a. Mains: The space for constitutional dissent and assembly is an essential prerequisite 
for participatory democracy. Discuss in the light of contemporary civic and judicial 
trends. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

THE RUPEE BORROWED BREATHING SPACE 

(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 11) 

25. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Indian Economy, Monetary Policy, External Sector, Currency Valuation, 

Foreign Exchange Management. 
26. Syllabus Sub-topics 

a. Rupee depreciation, balance of payments, FCNR deposits, RBI swaps and 
forex intervention, asset-liability mismatch, and current account deficit. 

27. Key Themes 
a. Borrowed Stability versus Earned Reserves: Using debt-creating inflows with RBI 

absorbing hedging costs to defend the currency creates rollover risks and fiscal 
liabilities rather than sustainable external strength. 

b. Structural Solutions: Promoting export surpluses, FDI attraction, and reducing 
energy import dependence instead of relying on carry trades. 

28. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Prelims: FCNR accounts, foreign exchange swap facilities, current account versus 

capital account. 
b. Mains: Critically evaluate the Reserve Bank of India's short-term foreign 

exchange management strategies against long-term external sector stability. 



 
 

NASA MOON BASE: WHAT INDIA WILL GAIN BY JOINING 

(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 12) 

29. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper III: Awareness in the field of Space, Indigenization of technology. 
b. GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional, and global groupings and agreements involving India. 

30. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. Artemis Accords, lunar exploration, ISRO Gaganyaan and Bharatiya Antariksh 

Station, space diplomacy, and governance. 
31. Key Themes 

a. Strategic Pragmatism: Navigating US-China space rivalries while securing access to 
critical technologies, shared infrastructure, and cost rationalization. 

b. ISRO Capacity Building: Fast-tracking deep space experience without 
compromising indigenous long-term programs. 

32. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Prelims: Artemis Accords provisions, Outer Space Treaty principles. 
b. Mains: Space exploration is transitioning from a realm of geopolitical competition to 

multilateral technological cooperation. In this context, analyze the strategic and 
scientific advantages for India in joining the NASA Moon Base initiative. 



 
 

 

THE CENTRE-STATES TUSSLE OVER THE MINES AND MINERALS BILL 

(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO 12) 

33. Syllabus 
a. GS Paper II: Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of 

powers and finances, Seventh Schedule Union versus State List competencies, Judiciary. 
b. GS Paper III: Mineral resources distribution and management, Fiscal policy. 

34. Syllabus Sub-topics 
a. Mines and Minerals Amendment Bill 2026, Supreme Court 2024 ruling, state taxation 

rights on mineral-bearing land, District Mineral Foundation, and fiscal federalism. 
35. Key Themes 

a. Fiscal Federalism Friction: States' reliance on non-tax mining revenues versus the 
Union's objective of containing input costs, mineral inflation, and ease of doing business. 

b. Judicial Overruling: The 2024 Supreme Court verdict upholding states' power to tax 
mineral rights and the subsequent central legislative push to cap or extinguish state 
levies. 

36. Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
a. Mains: The taxation of mineral resources has emerged as a major flashpoint in Indian fiscal 

federalism. Analyze the constitutional and economic dimensions of the ongoing Centre-
State conflict over the MMDR amendments. 
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