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Two-face molecule could help make
IBD treatments more effective

A dirug that argets an overactive immune response may also weaken the guts ability o fight harmiul bacteria; understanding where the moleeule is helping or hurting
could be important before this pathway is considered for rreatment, new research from National Institute of immumology as found
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WHAT IS IT?

Satellite radiation: blocking views

Vasudevan Mukunth

ommunications satellites in
C low-earth orbit are emitting radio

signals that interfere with
astronomy across a range of frequencies,
a study published in Monthly Notices of
the Royal Astronomical Society has
reported.

The findings, reported undera
satellite radiation monitoring
programme called SNIFFLES, suggest
protecting the interests of astronomers
requires operators to regulate licensed
transmissions as well as stray radiation
from onboard electronics.

The study authors used the Mopra
radio telescope and the Australia

satellites of the Starlink, OneWeb, and
China’s Guowang constellations across
nearly 376 hours from April 2024.

Based on their observations, they
classified the radiation as intended,
unwanted, and unintended. Intended
transmissions included direct-to-cell
signals from Starlink satellites.
Unwanted transmissions included
emissions from transmitters, including
signals at multiples of the transmission
frequency (harmonics). Unintended
radiation included stray emissions from
electronic components, such as power
converters and computers.

The authors also found a signal from
the OneWeb constellation at 1,613.19
megahertz (MHz) that could get in the
way of telescopes studying hydroxyl ions
(-OH) in space. They also reported
radiation at 2,700 Hz appearing in nearly

A view of radio telescopes of the Karl G. Jansky
Very Large Array in the U.S. YIFU WU/UNSPLASH

T77% of observations from a specific
version of Starlink satellites.

Some signals were also
100-billion-times brighter than typical
astronomical sources, which the authors
warned could overwhelm telescopes.

The study’s authors concluded that
operators could adopt existing
international rules about radio
transmissions through the atmosphere
to control emissions from satellites in
earth orbit. They also called for
operators, satellite designers, and space
agencies to continuously monitor
emissions, especially as direct-to-cell
services expand via private enterprises
like Starlink and Amazon Leo.

,‘

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Developing minds in a digital world, a changing India

ach evening, a familiar scene unfolds in
homes around the world. A teenager
mm\sSLam]rss]\ I.x!wetn chats,
videos
their phone,
creasingly
profound change in how developing minds
experience the world, JLdl‘l! and | grow.
These changes are ‘significant for
Tndia, with ssmpenpleumler
the age oF 25 and ane of the workd's lirngest and
fastest-growing technological ecosystems. Digital
engagement by this vast young population
continues to grow as education, recreation, and
soclal interaction Increasingly move online.
The digital world has brought undeniable
benefits, from unprecedented access to
1I1fl)rl113£lul1 and educational resources o new

dﬂ.llimn‘h!\'es one we are only begmmng to
understand.

A brain under construction

Il when the
ing cognition, emotion, and
behaviour are still maturing. These concerns
extend beyond childhood. The préfrontal cortex

g L RSN,

Digital environments provide a dense,
repetitive stream of experiences that can shape
how brain circuits develop = strengthening some
pathways while leaving others underdeveloped.
Given the brain’s plasticity during early life, such
patterns may have lasting effects, shaping how
young people think, fee], and act across the
lifespan.

Emerging research links high levels of screen
time r:)a]ler.mnm in hnln structure and

ng, such findings do
ey do, however,
lmdemwe the need to better understand how
digital experiences affect cognitive development,
including attention, memory, self-control, and
creativity.

Social media platforms are particularly
appealing during adolescence, when belonging,
peer evaluation, and social approval are
especially salient. These platforms are designed
1o capture and sustain attention by exploiting
basic features of cognition, emotion, md rewm‘l.
Short videos, auteplay, infinite scroll,

Lindquist

Dean of the Jindal
School of Psychology
and Counselling at
the O.F, Jindal Global
Universily, Sonipat,
Haryana

Diginal
innovarion
st be
balanced with
children’s
cognitive,
emotional and
social
development

FecETAGRE S SeEl Teadback efe:

digital environments, and switch among

rewards - fikes, shares, and comments - ina
rapid but unpredictable manner.

poi y g it nardvr w0
sustain attention on a single task. Over time, such
patterns of engagement may shape what young
people come to expect from everyday
experiences. When digital rewards are immediate
and constanty accessible, ordinary experiences -
having a face-to-face conversation, practising a
skill, or simply sitting with one’s thoughts — may
feel less rewarding by comparison.

§ it Humans have Iunf. used
1ools to reduce mgumve load, Takinga
photograph in a crowded parking lot, for
example, means we do not have to remember
where we parked.

material. [hmlghll'u!b. = an
enhance the learning process. Whigh ised s &
WWWW however, Al
G ing with difficult o finding the
right words, making mistakes, and m«‘lslm,
arguments are central to learning. IFAD

A related concern is what appens when
technology replaces not just our intellectual
efforts bur our idle moments. Though rarely
welcomed, boredom creates space for
imagination, reflection, creativity, and the
development of a rich inner life. When every free
moment is filled with stimulation, young people
have fewer opportunities to think, wonder,
d:l\drmm‘ or reflect.

Neuroplasticity — the brain’s lifelong capacity
mmmmmmwﬂm

environment - offers another perspective on how

dlg:m] technology shapes young minds, Today's
youth are certainly adapting to a world very
different from that of previous generations,
Indeed, many voung people exhibit impressive
abilities to filier information, navigate complex

orl
e gained - and lost — as young minds adapt o

today’s technologically advanced ecosystem.
In effect, young people worldwids
pamup:l[:ngm mm ummlled
in how digital
Mmhgymwshn develmlmimmd
nwhile, the corporations designi
Ihem digital tools and devices have strong
financial incentives to keep young people — their
current and future users - engaged,

Safeguarding the future
India’s youth are growing up in an environment
that was unimaginable until quite recently.
‘Whatever our concerns, we cannot simply ignore
or reject digital technology. Children will use it
Dur responsibility is to help them use it capably,
thoughtfully, and responsibly.

Parents need ical, ev
guidance.

The objective is not to
eliminate screens, but to ensure that they do not
ocaupy every a d\'EIldh]l. moment,

s LSt e
N sauye the effort
mwhed in lhll‘ikm& \mﬂng. reasoning, solving
problems, and working through uncertainty
i | |

I!Iig{hi ;'Ji'\l'fo'rms especially those targeted at
YOUng people ~ st face greater scrutiny

Sovel
independent research capable of lrlfnrmlnl;
pobicies and regulations as these technologies
continue to evolve.

We should not wait for definitive evidence of
harm before asking whether the digital
environments we are creating are Conducwe ]
healthy development. Ayaung mind
stimulition, but also.

can embrace technological progress while still
protecting the experiences through which
children and adolescents learn to think, imagine,
reflect, and grow.
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A case for joining the global carbon coalition

n July 31, nearly 500 Indian companies

across seven industrial sectors filed their

first-ever compliance reports under the
national Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
The country’s scheme — on paper since 2023 - is
now live with binding targets, penalties and real
entities. The first credits are due to be issued in
October, with trading on power exchanges
expected to follow between November and
January. In May, the European Union, China, and
Brazil launched the Open Coalition on
Compliance Carbon Markets (OCCCM) in
Florence, aimed at aligning the way the world's
compliance carbon markets communicate with
each other. Germany and New Zealand joined as
the first new members; Canada, France, Norway,
Singapore, Tiirkiye and the United Kingdom have
since followed. On September 14, at its meeting in
Wuhan, the coalition adopted its first work plan.

India has stayed outside so far. With its own
market now live, the more interesting question is
no longer whether India can afford to build a
carbon price - it already has. It is whether India
can afford to sit outside the room where its rules
get written. Or is it best avoided due to
unforeseen risks? The OCCCM is a collaborative
initiative for exchange on carbon pricing
mechanisms; mionitoring; reporting and
verification (MRV) systems, carbon accounting
methodologies, and rules related to the potential
use of high-integrity offsets.

In India, the government has adopted a
compliance carbon market framework in the
form of a Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS),
which is currently in its first phase. The CCTS
(compliance) is set up to deliver on India’s
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)
targets and the 2070 net-zero goal.

The issue of a carbon price

There are two key reasons why India must
seriously consider joining the OCCCM. The first is
the proliferation of carbon pricing systems
worldwide. The idea of having a carbon price as a
key instrument, supported by complementary
policy instruments, is back at the high table. It
minimises the economy-wide cost of mitigation
(critical for the global South) and can promote

Vaibhav
Chaturvedi

Senior Fellow at the
Council on Energy,
Environment and
Water (CEEW)

Catherine
Wolfram

The William Barton
Rogers Professor of
Energy Economics at
the MIT Sloan School
of Management, U.S.

India should
join the Open
Coalition on
Compliance
Carbon Markets,
as it aligns well
with the
country’s
decarbonisation
choices

innovation while minimising the impact on the
vulnerable. [t can also deliver significant fiscal
revenues at a time when government resources
are increasingly stretched, including by the
impacts of climate change — from heatwaves to
devastating floods. As of now, over 50 countries
have instituted carbon pricing measures. As the
world advances towards a net-zero future, the
likelihood that more and more countries adopt a
carbon price is high.

We could be looking at a future where a bulk of
emissions would be priced. At some point, more
and more of these domestic carbon pricing
systems will be linked — even if partially - to
better coordinate. While the beginning of OCCCM
focuses on knowledge exchange, one potential
long-term strategic outcome is improved
interoperability among domestic carbon pricing
systems. It could be valuable to link India’s CCTS
(compliance) to other carbon trading systems,
given the potential to earn revenue from
jurisdictions with more stringent mitigation
targets.

On ‘climate clubs’

The second is to be better prepared in case a
coalition along the lines of the EU’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) develops.
The idea of ‘climate clubs’ is re-emerging as
geopolitics fractures United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
discussions and attention turns to
implementation. A report on a climate coalition
centred around the CBAM issue was released in
the context of an independent council convened
by the COP30 President, Ambassador André
Aranha Corréa do Lago (The writers of this article
are the co-authors of the report). The report
describes alternative scenarios for CBAM
coalitions in which there could be uniform or
differentiated carbon prices across
member-countries, incentives for
member-countries, and penalties for
non-member countries. With the European
Union CBAM now operational, and many other
countries contemplating their own versions of
CBAM, being better prepared on this front is
iabsolutely critical for India. While the 0CCCM

does not mention CBAM explicitly — most
probably because of the sharp reactions the term
evokes, especially during climate negotiations —
OCCCM's objectives around the MRV, carbon
accounting, and domestic compliance markets
are very relevant for being better prepared to
deal with the CBAM world.

Why joining matters now

Are there potential risks in joining the coalition?
The coalition is about better alignment of
domestic compliance markets and carbon pricing
across countries. It does not seek to enforce any
mitigation targets or any other decision.
However, as discussions evolve, some critical
decisions are likely to be made by coalition
members, 0CCCM's governance structure
consists of high-level meetings (the highest
decision-making body), executive-level meetings,
thematic working groups and a Secretariat. It is
critical to be in the room and shape the
discussions rather than respond to the
developments as an outsider. The risk is more in
being an outsider. That Brazil is a founding
member, and other like-minded developing
countries are in the process of becoming
members, should be a source of comfort for
India.

Some aspects of the future world are likely:
geopolitics will remain fractured, climate
negotiations will continue to meet logjams, the
profile of carbon pricing will continue to rise
across countries, and efforts from outside the
Paris Agreement framework will become
increasingly important to achieving the
agreement’s goals. In this context, the role played
by country-backed climate coalitions will likely
grow.

The OCCCM aligns well with India’s
decarbonisation choices and offers a useful
platform not just to learn about carbon markets,
but also to be better prepared to engage with
other national carbon pricing architectures and
border carbon taxes within the evolving
geopolitical landscape. India should consider
making this move sooner rather than later.

The views expressed are personal
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ndia’s impending

delimitation debate

may appear, at first

glance, to be a matter
of democratic arithmetic: if
too many citizens are being
represented by one Member
of Parliament (MP), then the
answer seems to be to
simply increase the number
of MPs. However, in a
diverse democracy like
India, representation
cannot be limited to the
number of MPs occupying
the House; rather, it must
also ensure that those
elected have the
institutional space to speak
for their constituents.

arliamentary

representation operates in
two layers: the voter’s
access to their MP and the
MP’s ability to speak for
them on the floor of the
House. The latter relies
significantly on whether the
MP receives the actual floor
time to raise issues. While
delimitation may bring
legislators closer to their
constituents, merely
increasing the seats without
strengthening their
functional capacity will
leave representatives muted
on the floor.

As pel - the b]ectmn
Connmssmn s 2024 Atlas,
 an electoral
roll of §7.98 crore voters,
across 543 Lok Sabha
mnsunmnmx. averaging

hlghllghtmg the burden on
an MP. This average also
conceals severe
constituency-wide

dlspal ities:|

|

Atharva
Deshmukh

Policy Researcher and
LAMP Fellow
(2024-25)

Mehul Chhabra

Policy Researcher and
LAMP Fellow
(2024-25)

If Parliament’s
operational
timetable
remains fixed,
adding more
lawmakers
dilutes
individual
members' ability
Lo participate in
legislative
business

3. While these

rea ignify an urgent
need for restructuring, the
proposed plan has turned a
blind eye towards increasing
Parliament’s working
capacity.

This missing institutional
capacity represents a major
structural blind spot.
Adding hundreds of
members will worsen an
existing problem: flié§evere
lack of available floor time.
If Parliament’s operational
timetable remains fixed,
adding more lawmakers
dilutes individual members’
ability to participate in
legislative business.

Not enough time
In the Question ho

submit up to five questions
daily, only a tiny fraction is
selected through the daily
ballot. If the total number of
MPs is increased to 850,
while keeping daily sitting
hours the same, the chances
of an MP getting an oral
answer from a Minister will
become even more low.
Moreover, diring the 17th
Lok Sabha, Question Hour
functioned for only 60% of
its scheduled time. The time
constraints were even more

ol > Adding more
rs to a House
operating under these
constraints will not improve
executive-legislative
accountability.

Other crucial
parliamentary procedures

will also be impacted by this
reduction in time. For
example, MPS isé Zero
Hour to raise tlrge.ut issues
as it does not require any
advanee notice. It has been
crucial in bringing to light
urgent public marters such
as reg]'onal crop failures or
disaster relief. Similarly,

- mb‘m. E ’Bm_ 3

md:spensable instruments
that will lose their essence if
they are not pratected with
measures that allow them to
be fully utilised.

In order to protect the
voice of the representatives,
it is necessary to. gma
Parliament’s sitting time a
statutory status. Article 85(1)
of the Constitution states
that the President shail

fit, but six months shall not
intervene between its last
sitting in one session and
the date appoimexl forits

Gonsnmﬁm, LokSahha
must meet for a minimum of

120 days per year.

a mandatorv allocated time
that cannot be changed as
per the directions of the
Speaker.

While delimitation can
redraw the boundaries of
the constituencies,
parliamentary reforms are
necessary to ensure that the
voices within those
constituencies are heard.
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Separation of powers and CJI's refusal

Why did the Opposition seek a meeting with the CII? What alleg

Gandhi seck from the Supreme Court? How does separation of powers apply to the case? What does judicial propriety require of ju

EXPLAINER

Krishnadas Rajagopal

story so fa

Parliamentary Committee (JPC) had
sed to meet the judges of the
Supreme Court. The leaders of the Bar
‘ad questioned how parliamentarians
could meet juciges when the Bill an
simultaneous elections was irself under

emanate from the Rill, could one day,
down the line, come up before the court
in challenge. So, in prir vt see
‘how the Chief Justi

applying the same standard about
meeting Mr. Rahul Gandhi as was applied
in the instance of the JPC. It is a matter of
propriety,” senior advocate C.U. Singh
said.

Why did the Opposition approach the

On October 10, the Leaders of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi, respectively, wrote to CJl Kant, It
‘marked @ rare and historic instance of the
Opposition directly engaging the highest
judicial office of th

How did the CJI respond?
On October 12, the Chief Justice
responded to the October 10 request for s

meeting, whil any direct

memorandum on the administrative
side”,
The Gl said that pefifions raising
parallelissues were listed for hearing on
Qctober 13. He said the leader, acting on
legal advice, could file their petition on
October 12. Th& CJl observed that the
Teaders could file their petition on
October 12 based on legsl adviee, assuring
that "any such petition shall be heard at

GETTY IMAGES

avoid any act of impropriety which swould
compromise the public’s perception of
judicial neurrality.

When has judicial propriety come
under wrlltlm”

the earliest possibl in
accordanee with law”. A writ petition was
subsecquently filed by Mr. Gandhi
Songalde3i ks uppoﬂlmn leaders,

authrity,

The brief request, submitted on 4 joint
letterhead, scated that the two leaders
‘wished to submit a memoranchum to the.

Mr. Gandhis
October Il representation.
essing both Mr. Kharge and M.
Gandhi and declining thelr recuest for dr
between 4

Chief Justice the CEC and the
Election Commission of India. Sent hours
after the brutal police crackdown on
citizens demanding the resignation of

Gyanesh Kumar, the representation
said the arbitrary arrest of students,
clasure of Metro stations, cancellation of
‘tralis, and barricading of arterial roads
created an “atmosphere of siege in the
ity of Delhi

He underscored the Suprer
Court’s rake as the guardian of the
Constirution and the fundamental right of
every citizen to vote. Witing in his
capacity as the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lol Sabha on behall of crores of
volers anxious abeut the integrity of the

the €1 noted that the issues regarding the
CEC, the arbitracy arrests, Metro closure
and rain cm:el.lamns.el: ‘were already
subjudice hefore the cou

“The (1 said that, mmrum

“The two-page response also reminded
the leaders that the constituional
mmrwmkdm Dot vest the Supreme

which d,
numbered, and is primed for ajudicil
hearing,

‘What does the law say?
At the heart of the CJFs response lie JifE

As Chicf Justice Kant's response
the separation of powers, which divides
governance among the three distinct
orgis of the legislature, the executive,
and the judiciary, was an unakterable pare
of the basic structure of the Constiturion.
The court funetions as an impartial
arbiter with a clear mandate to adjudicate
disputes impartially, apply laws, and
review executive or legislative sctions
only through established judicial
proceedings. The judiciary did not hold

to"deal

el highlighted in your letter™,

But the €1 said the Supreme Court wis
i

oversight to

expressing admiration for pnll[lrsl figures
include Justice PN, Bhagwati sending a
congratulatory letter to Indira Gandhi
upon her refurn to power, and Justice
M.R. Shah reporiedly describing Prime
Minister Modi as a “moel and a hero'".
Similarly, former Supreme Court judie
Arun had sparked controversy by
publicly describing Prime Minister Modi
asa “versatile genius” and an

“internationally acclaimed vmnnary who
can think global and act locally”

On a separate occasion, Prime Minister
Modi visited the Supreme Court premises
at the invitation of then-CI1 Ranjan Gogoi
on the sidelines of a BIMSTEC conference.
Justice Gogoi was nominated to the Rajya

retirement,
Incidentally, Justice Gogoi was one of the
four senior Supreme Court judges who
held the unmredenmi
spotlighting concerns.
I.Wel' executive Il.\]lllE’nn’ in case

pullv urguvlmdrme demands,

M. Gandhi
that he was :Isuimem'bzl of the

Selection C under

the
ron:ldrl the gravamen of issues atfecting
India.

Section 7 of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
5

‘The top judge reiterated in his reply to
the Ouposnion leaders the court’s

Conditians of Service and Term of Office)
‘Aet, 2023, He underscored that he had
recorded a tormal note of dissent on the
procedure followed for selecting CEC
Kumar during a commitice meeting on
February 17, 2025,

The representation accused the CEC of
anarbitrary and unilateral exercise of
power during the SIR.

o preserve and protect the
fomdamenal righs of avery etzen f
India.

ChiefJustice Kant said citizens were
“entitled to seek enforcement of such
rights at all hours through the procedure
known in law™.

Chief Justice Kant advised the two
leaders in his response that it would be
“I0re Appropriate on your part to ke
the fudicial powers of the Supreme Court
of Indla, instead of submitting a

meeting
be'rwml the Chief Justice, who also
happens tolead the Hench hearing the

then Chief Justice Dipak
Misra,
History shows that political friction
with the judiciary carries ‘unsettling'
consequences. mﬂowmg the landmark

CEC d Opposition leaders,
belles fair play and bypasses procedural

. which
established the basic smmure doctrine

fairness. political factions on
s oneto-one basis outside the courtronm
compromises judicial impartiality and
ereates an impression of bias. Disputes
mst be sertled 1n the open eourt,
transparently, in proceedings in which
opposing parties get an equal say in
accordance with the principles of natural
justice.

limiting T powers,
Indira Gandhi’s government superscded
Justices M. Shelat, K.8. Hegde and A.N.
Crover to appoint Justice A.N. Ray a5
Chiet Justice of India. The move triggered
the immediate resignation of the three
superseded judges.

Decades later, the imperative to
Insulate Judicial appointments from

I Judicial
Condiict piits In place ethical benchmarks
for judges, which include that they must

N COTEgISytens and e adoption of
the Bangalore Principles

ns did it raise against the CEC? Why did the CI refuse the request? What remedies did Rahul

THE GIST

-

The €l refused to meet
Opposition leaers Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge
over allegations against the
CEC during the SIR, citing
separation of pawers and
Judiclal propriety

-

He aduised them to seck
Judicial remedies, noting that
the issucs werc already before
the court and that the
Supreme Court could hear
petitions to enforce citizens’
fundamental rights

Past cantroversics fnvolving
judges and poftical leadrs
show concerns over judicial
neutrality and the need to.
insulate the judiciary fram
executive influncs
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In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, testfor Imran
Khan’s PTL harder one for Islamabad

HEIMPOSITIONofeimérgency  been merely electoral. Controlofthe govern:
and governor’s rule in Khyber  ment provided the PTI with an adminis-
Pakhtunkhwa (KPKjonOctober  trative structure, political legitimacy, and,
IisbeingpresentedbyIslama-  importantly, aterritorial base from whichto
bad primarily as a resp to to the federal

the deteriorating security situation and the ment — and a lifeline for the impdaoned

provincial government’s failure to confront
tervorism. However, beneath the narrative
lies a much larger issue that will determine
thefamofﬂnranth’sPaldstanTelneek -
Insaf dthe fede nl
ernment itself. It is whether the PTI can
mobiliseeffectively and survive without the
machinery of the province versus whether
the Centre can actually tame terrorism now
thatit has assumed control over KPK.

The federal government has taken the
most consequential step available toitshort
of direct military rule. Emergency hasbeen
imposed under Article 232 a.ndgcuemors
mle under Anicle 234 ot the Cmsmsmm

tween Islamabad and the PTI government
inKPK overa “long march” tosecure the re-
Islamabad has justified the intervention by
citingasharpincreaseinterroristattacksand
what it describes as the provincial govern-
ment’s “deliberate disengagement” from the
fight against terrorism. The timing, however,
is revealing, The gathering momentum of
the PTI's “long march” to Islamabad pro-
vided the immediate political backdrop.
KPK has been the PTI's stronghold for13
years. Its importance to the party has never

ImiranKhan. The removal of that machinery,
therefore, presents the party with its most
serious organisational and political test.

The PTT has demonstrated repeatedly
that Imran Khan retains a substantial
popular following. Yet, thereisadistinction
between possessing a large vote bank and
beingableto convert itintosustained street
mobilisation. Thus, the PTI has had con-
siderable difficulty in translating its sup-
port in Punjab into durable street power.
Whether the KPK will prove different is
now the critical question.

The biggest handicap for the PTI has
been that an insecure government (read:
The army) has choked off access to Imran
Khan. Yetit was able to sustain itself by re-
taining KPK. Removing the government,
therefore, removes the institu-
tional scaffolding around which
the PTI survived. The test for the
PTIwould, therefore, be whether

TiAk
DEVASHER

The PTThas demonstrated that

ImranKhanretainsa

substantial following,. Yet there

that PTT’s political reach is considerably
narrower once stripped of state power.

But this is only half the equation. The
much harder test is for lslamahad

Foryear ral in
KPK has been the persistence and expan-
sionof terrorism, the Tehreek-

particularly the’
e-Taliban (I'TP) Pakistan. The federal gov-

ernment has now removed the principal
political obstacle it says was preventing a
more coherent counter-terrorism policy.
The army hasbeen authorised todeployin
aid of civil power, while the Centre will now
exercise much greater administrative and
security control, particularly in the terror-
ism-affected districts. This creates asimple
butunforgiving yardstick for success.
Ifterrorism declines, Islamabad will be
able to argue that the resistance of the PTI
government had indeed impeded the fight
against militancy. If, however, terrorismcon-
tinues unabated or increases, the Centre’s
narrative will fall flat. The PTIwould thenbe
able to argue that the problem was never
provincial governance in the first
place. It will be interesting to see
what kind of a muscular strategy
the federal government adoptsin

it can continue to bring people : SR the province.

onto the streets without the prov- isadistinction between Anykinetic approach will carry
incial government. Ifit can, it will possessing alarge vote bank risks. Terrorism in KPK is not
demqns[ra[e that its s[rengrn Is  and be'mg ableto convert it into stmply 3 law-. and order problem.

genuine rather than adminis- + SEE dinth wof
trative, Ifit cannot, the Centre will sustained street mobilisation tb,eboa‘der themmsolvadburand

have succeeded in demonstrating

Lineissue,t

ion m_Afghau

istan, tribal networks on both sides of the
Durand Line and the continuing contest be-
ween Kabul and Islamabad. Military con-
trol of territory is one thing; eliminating the
ecosystem that sustains militancy is quite
another, Pakistan has tried itin the pastand
failed. Thatis why the Centre'sintervention
will be judged by whether it can make the
province safer.

There is also a larger federal question.
KPisoverwhelmingly Pashtun. Islamabad
will, therefore, have to avoid allowing the
political contest with the PTIto acquire an
ethnic or provincial character. If Pashtun
alienation deepens, it could be dangerous
and invite comparisons with East Pakis-
tan/Bangladesh.

Islamabad has gambled big. Inits anxiety
tofoil the PTT's “longmarch” that wasgather:
ingalotofsteam, itdecided to useitsconsti-
tutional power to get rid of the provincial
government. I iowever, the PTTcan dem-
onstrate that its power comes from the
people and not merely from its control of
provincial institutions, Islamabad would
have lost the gamble. Equally, if Islamabad
isnotabletoget ahandleon thesecuritysitu-
arion, itwould prove the PTT's point, lay itself
open to the charge of trampling provincial
rights and also unleash the ethnic genie.

The witer is former

special secretary, Cabinet Secretariat,

and formermember, National Security Advisary
Board. Views are personal




