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Erratic Trump left with few exits in Iran war

Increased war costs and depleting critical munitions indicate that the US. is caught in a bind in the ongoing Iran-Israel-US. conflict

| DATA POINT | The posts were scored as below:

. o B Strong positive {+4 to +10) : Posts claiming deals, ceasefires and
a U t | n a | n peace. M Positive (+1 to +3} : Posts acknowledging talks or progress
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Gauri Singavarapu powers and its leadershipm Hostile posts {4 to -6) : Posts directly
The data for the charts were sourced from Truthsocial, Centre for Strategic and International  threatening to retaliote or punish Iran and its allies while demanding

Studies (CSIS), and Armed Conflict Location & Event Data (ACLED) “unconditional surrender”
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b Tias et Wash.inglon it ruth Social posts relate " I
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clear exit strategy, six months o- T T K- 1 T T ’l '
since it launched attacks on Iran ] N
along with Israel. Thisis evidenced T r [ -
inPresident Donald Trump’s errat- g0
ic stances on the war, expressed 6 = p
via his statements (Chart 1). @ { & The red dots indi

The chart shows an alternation o v Bl ! th:r the m‘:_:; 5“:!
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said that U.S. will destroy Iran’s w 5 r“ r " oS indicate otherwise
power plants if Tehran didn’t fully - arch 2026 April 2026 May 2026 June 2026 July 2026 August 2026

open the Strait of Hormuz - and
softened rhetoric when three days
later he said that the U.S. and Iran
had a productive conversation
about resolution (denied by the
Iranians). The yo-yo nature of his CHART 2: Events  gp
statements show how ﬂ'le Trump of attacks by the
administration has been stuckin a U:S. andIran

quagmire following its acuorls, in the ongoing

which lacked a clear strategic ob- conflict, Attacks
jective for _I;hE_ Americans. Rising refer to shelling,
fuel and fertilizer prices, the in- artillery, missile

creased costs of waging the war, atacic, ir] L i
a.]ﬂme mkmgofm_]lltaw ad drﬁnE‘St”kes,and T T T T e

For the above chart, The Hindu scraped and analysed oround 187 ran-reloted posts mode by Mr. Trump on his Truth Sociol
occount. ‘Re-Truths' or reposts, posts that did not mention anything on Iron war, or posts contoining quoted article links
and images were not included in the analysis
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How India plans to count caste now, what went wrong earlier

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, August19

WITH THE Registrar General of Indiadecid-
ing touse an “open-ended questiononcaste”
for the ongoing census to enumerate caste,
the lack of a predetermined list of castes
means itwillbeup totherespondenttomen-
tion his or her caste to the enumerator.

“If you identify your caste by your sur-
name, the census official will be duty-
boundtoincludeitas your caste.Ifhe mis-
spells your surname, that too will become
an entry in the caste column,” a senior IAS
officer told The Indian Express on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Itislikely to throw a plethora of entries
pertaining to what may be a single caste.
For instance, Rajput, Thakur, Singh, and
Kshatriya maybe used interchangeably by
arespondent. However, Rajput in Bundelk-
hand region cutting through Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh may also mean the
Other Backward Class Lodh community,
and Singh is a surname cutting across
castes and categories.

Until the 1931 Census, when the data of
the last census that enumerated caste were
released, the colonialstatehad alsoused the
samemethod. The1931 Census report shows
the problems faced in enumerating caste, as

it becamean extremely subjective category.

The1931 Census

Inthe 1931 Census report, there were in-
stances of caste groups clubbing them-
selves as one caste, or sometimes even im-
agining a new category to define
themselves.

Sections of the leather working caste
among Dalits in Punjabdecided to assume
anew religious identity of Aad Dharmis,
meaning people who belonged to the “orig-
inal”, “pre-Aryan” religion of India. As
manyas418,789, roughly the same number
as Christians in Punjab at that time, enu-
merated themselves as Aad Dharmis, a cat-
egory that did not exist in 1921. The same
trend was noticed in other regionstoo, with
names like Adi Dravida, Adi Andhras, and
AdiKarnatakas coming up.

The 1931 Census also offered examples
of multiple castes consolidating into a
single caste for bolstering their numbersor
claiming a new social status. “The best in-
stance of such a tendency to consolidate a
number of castes into one group is to be
found inthegrazier castes which aimatcom-
bining under the term “Yadava’ the Ahirs,
Goalas, Gopis, Idaiyans and perhaps some
other castes of milkmen, a movement al-
ready effective in1921," the report said.

Whatthe

numberssay

® The Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment lists
1,208 Scheduled
Castes, withdiffer-
ent castes beingin
the category in dif-
ferent states.

® APress Informa-
tion Bureau year-end
press release of 2022
lists exactly 730
Scheduled Tribes.

What happened after

Inthe 1941 Census, though caste details
were collected, caste wasdropped from the
final tabulation. In the 1951 Census, ina
newly independent India shaped by the
ideals of equality and secularism, the gov-
ernment led by Jawaharlal Nehru decided
there would be no caste enumeration.

The 2011 exercise of the UPA govern-
ment failed to produce usable caste data
because ofthe problem of open-ended enu-
meration. The final dataset contained
nearly 46.7 lakh distinct caste names, com-
pared with the 4,147 castes recorded inthe
last comprehensive caste census in 1931
The Union government eventually with-
held the raw caste data.

In 2023, then Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar ordered a statewide caste sur-
vey. AnIAS officeraware of the exercise told
The Indian Express that the state officials
had compiled a list of castes for the pur-
pose, as not having a list would create an
administrative nightmare. After the survey
data came out, questions were raised re-
gardingthe way the listswere preparedand
methodology.

The solution

Former Indian Council of Social Science
Research chaitman SKThorat, who was a

member of the expert committee to write a
report on the caste data in Telangana, told
The Indian Express that a predetermined
list was necessary.

“There are already SC,ST and OBClists
recognised by the government. All we need
is a similar list of castes in the general cat-
egory, and we will then have an exhaustive
list,” he said. “It may still have asmall mar-
gin of error, maybe 2-3%, but that will ac-
tually minimise the error, rather than going
for open-ended caste enumeration.”

He added that there can also be col-
umns for “no caste” and “no religion” for
people not identifying with these.

Thorat also suggested that separate
questionnaires be prepared for effective
data focusing on the separate exclusions
faced by the Scheduled Castes (untouch-
ability related) and Scheduled Tribes
(physical and geographical isolation). He
undetrlined that such a questionnaire for
the OBCs was not required, as social and
educational backwardness would anyway
be captured by the census exercise.

“There should alsobe questions on the
hierarchies and exclusions within the SCs
and STs, as some castes are more deprived
than others,” said OP Shukla, a Valmikiac-
tivist who has been raising his voice for
sub-categorisation of the SCs.
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Aninstitution in freefall: Parliament is
all dressed up with nowhere to go

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HERECENTLY concluded Par-

liament session has confirmed

yer again that urgent action is

needed torestorethe “templeof

our democracy” to something
better than utter dysfunctionality, Otireol
lective failure o strike a balance betwee

politics and i

remains the most glaring weakness of our
parliamentary democracy: The Opposition
remains adamant that certain issues must
be discussed, biit faces a governiment that
considers compromise a sign of weakness,
The Opposition persistently chooses dis-
ruption if'it won't be heard; thegovernment
refusestoreach outand accommodateeven
some of its demands. Time, taxpayers'
money and meaningful debate are all lost,
Soalsoare opportunities for MPs toquestion
ministers, to raise constituency issues in
Zero Hour or issues of national importance
under Rule 377, and to place on record their
views on the bills that the government
cheerfully passes amid the din.

The relationship between the goven-
mentand the Opposition has devolved into
an unprecedented bitterness, It was not al-
ways so. A foundational eivility onee gov-
erned our public life: Atal Bihari Vajpayee
took delight in recounting how Jawaharial
s a young Opposition backbencher, how
Rajiv Gandhi ensured he received medical
care’inthe US; and how Narasimha Rao dis-
patchedhimto Genevatorepresent Tndiaat
acritical UN summit on Kashmir. Such bi-
partisan grace is today unimaginable.

Instead, Indian politics has descended
intoacrusade of mutual demonisation. Each
side dlaims the mantle of absolute virtue
whilewriting off the other as irredecmable.
To the ruling party, dissent is branded as
“anti-narional”; the Opposition, inturm, casts
itself as an outnumbered band of Pandavas

battlinga ruthless, resource-rich Kauravacs-
tablishment. Butdemocracy cannotsurvive
without abasic presurptionof mutual good
faith: the belief that even our fiercest rivals
care about the nation’s welfare, even ifwe
disagree profoundly on how to serve it.
When we treat political adversaries as exist-
ential enemies, the common ground
required for governance vanishes.

This breakdown of democratic trustis
acollective failure. The ruling party was
just as uncompromising when it was out
of power. The very leaderswho once cham-
pioned parliamentary obstruction as a
vital too] for enforcing executive account-
ability discovered, upontakingoffice, that
where you stand depends on where you sit.
Suddenly, disruption became an unpar-
donable sin, Unsurprisingly, the Opposi-
tion, having suffered under those tactics
for years, rejects the sermon. If the tradi-
tional Golden Rule urged us, "Do unto
others as you would have them do unto
you,” the new code of Indian
politicsis far simpler and far more
destructive: Do unto them what
they did unto you.

There is also a glaring discon-

The Opposition persistently
chooses disruptionifit

won't be heard; the

ILLIZSTRATION. CR SASIKLIMAR

bill with forensic precision. Instead, voters
judge their MPsby the constituent services
they render and the raw, local political
muscle they command. Thetalent that
ought to be showcased on the flaorof the
House has migrated to televisi Tii
Inturn, when party whips comal MPsinto
the well of the House to disrupt proceed-
ings with organised shouting rather than
reasoned debate, party leaders signal that
they value partisan aggression far above
parliamentary excellence,

Atonetime, political parties valued dif-
ferentskills intheirleaders: The mass mo-
bilisationof the “politics of the street” and
the debating prowess of the "politicsof Par-
liament”. When the “politics of the street”™
has invaded Parliament, the “politics of
Parliament” has no place to go, impover-
ishing our democratic discourse and ren-
dering the possibility of national consen-
sus on progress untenable. Some good
work continues in parliamentary commit-
tees, mostly away from the media
glare, and in the absence of the
camerasthat placea premiumon
disruptive grandstanding. But
what the public sees is disruption,

nect between parliamentary per-
formance and electoral success.
Representatives are elected (and
re-elected) for reasons that have
almost nothing to do with their
ability to skewer a minister during
Question Hour ordissect a flawed

government refuses toreach
out and accommodate even
some of its demands. Time,
taxpayers money and
nmeaningful debate are all lost

the absence of dialogue and a
complete breakdown in com-
munication, Disillusionment

with the functioning of Parlia-

ment is rife across the country.
This generational freefall in

legislative standards has enly

been exacerbated by the ruling dispensa-
tion, The current government displays a
barely concealed contempt for the legisla-
ture, preferringto ride roughshod overthe
Opposition rather than engage it. Unlike
Jawaharlal Nehru, who attended Parlia-
ment daily and treated it as the beating
heart of Indian democracy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi rarely deigns to grace the
House with his presence, Over recent years,
the government has reduced Parliament
from a consultative chamber in a deliber-
arive democracy to a mere noticeboard for
announcing executive decisions and amb-
berstamp for legalising them.

This systematic diminishing of Parlia-
ment strikes at the very core of our demo-
cratic order. Tragically, its own custodians
are allowing the institution to be hollowed
out, bringing usdangerously closetoa point
‘where the public will no longer even miss it
whenitiseffectively rendered meaningless.
But if Parliament is allowed to lose all pur-
pose, what will remain of our democracy?

Demoeracy requiresarare, delicate bal-
ance. Tt demands that politicians maintain
fierce ideological convictions during an
election, vet actively cooperate for the col-
lective progress of the nation once the bal-
lots are cast. This principle is essential to
build a healthy political culture, drawing on
timeless lessons from democratic history,
global precedents, and the evolving nature
of public service. When both sides concur
that national interests should be prioritised
owver partisan rivalries, governancecan shift
fromzero-sum obstructionism toconstiue-
tive collaboration. This approach does not
mean giving up party ideology or abandon-
ing one’s principles. Instead, it recognises
that while political parties offer different
paths toward progress, the ultimate desti-
nation remains the welfare, safety, and
prosperity of the nation.

Anobvious solution, siiccessfully used
esewhere, istograntthe Oppositionone day
aweek or two hours aday to raise any issue
it deems essential, while allowing the work
of Parliament to proceed undisturbed the
rest of the time, Does no one in the govern-
ment have the imagination or the vision to
effect such acompromise?

The writeris a fourth-term Congress MP fram
Thiruvananthapuram
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The myth called ‘perfect victinr

The Tejpal case shows how the ‘ideal victim' stereotype can shape judicial perceptions, with survivors ofien judged by their behaviour and personal background

rather than the evidence: such assumptions have created a hierarchy of victimisation, prompting the court to call for greater gender sensitivity in judicial writing

LETTER & SPIRIT

Grace Paul Vallooran

n August 6, the Goa Division

Bench of the Bombay High

Courtset aside the 2021

judgment of the trial court that
had acquitted Tarun Tejpal. The High
Court convicted Tejpal, the former editor
of Tehelka magazine, and sentenced him
o010 years of rigorous imprisonment for
raping a former colleague.

‘While terming the trial court’s ruling
“perverse”, the High Court also said that
it had fallen for the notion that a sexual
assault complainant must be a ‘perfect
victim’ and conduct herselfin a certain
way to appear credible.

Nils Christie’s concept

What is the idea of a *perfect victim’ or an
“ideal victim®? It was theorised by
Norwegian criminologist Nils Christie ina
chapter of the same name, in the book
From Crime Policy fo Victim Policy, in
1986.

Christie said the ‘ideal victim® or
*perfect victim® possesses five main
attributes. First, they are often female,
disabled, very young, or very old, and are
lrerefom weak in relation to ﬂ'le oﬁender

a perpetrator ig
and bad”. Christie also noted that while
being weak, the victim must have enough
sacial puwer influence sympathy and

This one-size-fits-all idea afvu:nmhaod
is propagated widely = by the media,
social media, films, and by the larger
saciety. Race, class, gender and other
factors are involved in these dramatic
portrayals where the most “innocent”
and “deserving” become the ‘ideal victim’
while others are viewed as “undeserving”
ofsympathy, Christie argued.

Incontrast to the idea of the ‘ideal

victim' is the idea of the ‘ideal oftender’.
According to Christie, such an individual
must be framed as purely bad, dangerous,
and a stranger to the victim so that it
becomes easy for sodety not to like him.
When the offender is a familiar person
with a “good background story”, the
‘ideal’ dynamic breaks down.
In the case of Tejpal, his social status

and }us imageasa ]fneml mtel]ecma]

al

when there is no ‘ideal offender” to hate,
it becomes hard to perceive an ‘ideal
wvictim® to sympathise with.

Hierarchy of victimisation
This narrow perception of an ‘ideal
victim’ creates a hierarchy of
victimisation. Those who are thought of
as “undeserving” are even perceived as
contributing to the situation and receive
less sympathy or none at all.

For instance, in the 1979

GETTY IMAGES

acquitting the accused policemen, noted
the absence of any alarm or resistance
from the survivor or injuries on her body.

Similarly, in the gang-rape case of
social worker Bhanwari Devi (1992) that
became a catalyst for the formulation of
the Vishakha guidelines and later, the
enactment of the Sexual Harassment of
‘Wamen at Workplace (Prevention,
Pmhibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, the
Jaipur District and Sessions Court in 1995
acquitted the accused of gang rape. The
court reasoned that it was unlikely that
upper caste men would “pollute”
themselves by having sexual relations
with a Dalit woman. In short, in the eyes
of the court, Devi’s caste status made her
an unlikely ideal victim’.

[n2017, in an interim order, a Punjab
and Haryana High Court division bench
suspended the sentences and granted bail
to three former Jindal Global Law School
students convicted of gang-raping and
blackmailing a cl e, It described the

custodial rape case of a teenager, the
Sessions Court had relied on the
survivor’s previous sexual experience to
reason that she had likely consented, and
described her as “habituated to sexual
intercourse”. The Supreme Court, while

survivor’s behaviour as having a
“perverse streak™.

The court said, “...We are conscious of
the fact that allegations of the victim
regarding her being threatened into
submission and blackmail lend sufficient

diabolism to the offence, but a careful
examination of her statement again offers
analternate conclusion of misadventure
stemming from a promiscuous attitude
and a voyeuristic mind.” This remark
placed the survivor's sexual behaviour at
the centre of the court’s assessment,
effectively questioning her status as an
‘ideal victim’.

These rulings have demanded a
‘performance’ of trauma from survivors.
Any digression from that expected
behaviour has cast doubts on the
survivors' credibility and status as
legitimate. The rulings reflect Christie’s
theory that victimhood is not an objective
state, but a deeply gendered moral status
that can be granted or denied by society.

The Tejpal case
In 2021, in the Tejpal case, the Goa
Sessions Court noted that there were
several discrepancies in the survivor’s
versions. It also said that while the victim
had claimed to be in shock and trauma
after exiting the lift on Novemnber 7, 2013,
the CCTV footage showed that she was
ccmposgd and smiling.

T Court criticised the Sessions

record. It also noted that a survivor has
already faced trauma and might feel too
ashamed, nervous, or confused to
respond clearly when questioned
repeatedly in an unfamiliar environment.

The Supreme Court has questioned
thisidea in some of its judgments. In
2025, former Chief Justice B.R. Gavai had
apologised on behalf of the judiciary for
the Supreme Court judgment in the
Mathura case, calling it a “moment of
institutional embarrassment”.

Recently, on August 3, the Supreme
Court issued a report recommending
greater gender sensitivity in judicial
writing. It cautioned judges against
drawing adverse conclusions from
delayed reporting, lack of physical
injuries, inconsistencies in testimony or a
survivor’s demeanour, noting that trauma
affects people differently.

THE GIST

Nils Christie’s ‘ideal wictim'
theory holds that vulnerability,
respectability and innocence
shape who is perceived as
deserving of sympathy.

v

Courtrulingsin casessuch as
Mathura, Bhanwari Devi and
Tejpal show how survivors'
behaviour and personal
circumstances have been used
to question their credibility.

v

The Supreme Court has
recently urged judges to avoid
such assumptions, noting that
traumacan affect survivors
differently.




GS 3: ENERGY
THE HINDU PAGE: 7

If solar irrigation is over-drawing
groundwater, it’s being done wrong

Over thee past five years, Indias agricubural sokar progrimme, PMKUSUM, hasi

1

Lower 25 million solar pumps, making them alfondable throogh

es PAFKUSUM 200, the challer

is (o advance the clean ene

/ transition without continuing o over-exploit groundwater

Alok Sikka

“ alar irrigation will worsen

the groundvater crisis,”
s This concern is raised in

st discussions about de

rapid spread of solar imriguion in India -
where heavly sibadised or free
electriciy has led 1o unsuszinable
groundwater ahstraction, contributing o
Falling water tables, depleting aguifers,
and growing fiscal burdens on energy
utillities.

Thus, with solar irrigadon offering
almast free power and no imeentive to
Tnit puonping, Garmers may draw ever

more groundwater,

However, there are three gaps in this
framing thar one should consider. First,
the current debate often treats solar
irrigation as a single model - typically a
farmer operating a standalone solar
pump with no incentive to conserve
WAMET.

In reakty, solar irngatinn models come
invlifferent shapes amd sioes dilferentiaved
by design, ownership structure, and
pricing incentives, all of which influence

groundwater-related outcomes. !
Solaris
Dependence on mode] w related ouls X
For example, grid-connected solir
models that dllow firmers o sell sirplis | mstalled capacity, the water table’s depth,
sclar electricity back to the grid provides | and years of operating experience,
incentrves for efficient water wse.
Evicderice from Gufaral's Survashakti Kisan | Diverse outcomes
Yojana (SKY) scheme, where Second, the current debate treats encrgy
approximately 100 agricultural feeders as the only Factor determining
were transitioned tsobr energy,shows | groundwater outcomes, discounting the
that solar farmers had signihcantly slower | impact of Incal hydragealngy and
wrowth in enes gy comumption and aviculiure. Evidenve shows sula
irigation application than non-solat irigation mpact on farmers’ irrigation
farmers, indicating more sustainahle hehaviour is shaped by Iocal
Waer use, Iydropeology, aopping paterns,
The SKY scheme offered around 87 per | marginal retums to umigation, and soil
unit of energy 2 3 feed-in-tariff, creadng a | type, among other factors,
meaningful incentrve to conserve Inregions with hard-rock agquifers with
ehctricity and pr.ut ey, And by linibed water storage capacity, and
exporting energy, farmers earned an minfed cropping, where each additional
A mg-nl’m@lym SO0 anraially, unit of srrigation water yietds high
effectively (s fonming them fum nugm] imwﬁn water use dianged
d and non-solar uses
fmgand]ﬁs of the energy source in the
bamer case). This diversity in outcomes
must be central to policy design.

T vegions sucdias Punjaly and Haryas,
whm |rng.'mo|115 n.lrcndv mdcsprmd
1Ly

showed that farmers who used solar
irmigatinn did not apply mare water than
farmers who used diesel for irigation
even though sobar irrigation was 20:30%
dwaper.

This s because excessive irrigadon by
ane farmer reduwced the operator’s ability
toserve ollwrs, nuaking te elicient amd

ops
Nnmnndwt'leal there & litthe scope 1o
expand irrigated area, making it unBkely
that solar irigation v\iil drive further
groundwater over-exploitation,

The key question in sud regions is not

redates o groundwater, shookd follow a
differentiated regional approach,
reflected in contextspeabe deployment
wfsolar ireigation models, paired wily
stronger groundwater monitoring and
adaptive management to catch emerging
stress early,

Enissions, subsidy burdens

A third limitation is when solar irrigation
isevaluated in a silo, either as a water or
energy inervention, when its
CONSEqUENEes span water, encrgy, and
food. For example, groundvezer
imgation in India i3 estimated to gmum
i 45462 willi Feahicn
dimdde a year. Agriculural clecricity
subadies across States amoant to mver
Tt laky crome a year, Solar invigation can
reduce both emissions and subsidy
burdens.

Estimates from Gujarar suggost each
gnid-connected solar farmer offscts
approximately 12.3 wames of C0ramually
through on-farm solar use and electricity
exported w e grid while subsidies
covered nearly one-fourth of government
imestments within the first twoyears.
Scaled across India's more than 25 million
agricultural pumps, the mitigation and
Imd imglivations ave substaniial, Thus,

whether solar threarens h bt
whether it can make water, rnl'lg_v, and
food systens

he question we should be asking is not
whether solar irrigation will worsen

visks but Benw best solar

ematahle wse of hsidi '[nsu|-ﬁ|ﬂh'lvﬂrrrrymlﬁ
T Rgation i e fuy it ted soolar can reduoe subsidy
Tooking to b inancill | costs, lower emissions, and

So the real question & not whether
solar irrigation is inherentdy good or bad
for groundwater but what kand of solar
inrgations model is deployed, wlwere, and
with what incentives.

Faen for standalone offgrid pomps
under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam |itthan Mahabhnvan
(PAEKUSUM), there is evidence Gt sola
pump utilisation - and the extent 1o
which it replaces diesel versus grid
electriciy use - varies widely with

more efficient water and energy nse.

O the other hand, Eastern India
presents a different picture where
inngation expansion las been constrained
maore by access to energy than to water,
Large areas remain minfed, with farmers
facing high diesel costs and unreliable
power for arnganon. In sich regions, solar
ingation can noeaningfully improve
agriculiural productivity and dimate
mesilience.

‘This shows solar irigadon policy, as it

irrigatian can he deployed tn masimise its

benefits.

pation models come in different shages and jlmﬁﬁu:ntlal:d by design. ownership structure, and urxqglnnmhcﬁ all of which influence
AU

either throngh indnadwal pumps or by
making entire agricultural feeders go
solar. kdeally, both models should reward
Farin s fue savingg water while helping
energy distribution companies (DISCOMs)
transition to cean energy.

However, the current approach of

farmers tn save water by selling
surphus eecticity o the prid has seen
limited uptake, Feederdevel transitions to
sclar energy hias pecfarmed better, hat in
its current form dows linle 1 change
pumping behaviour, Both models
therefore need 1o be refined.,

The individual pump model requires
shnpler grid connection procedures and
amractive buyback prices that reflect the
lecal value of water and crops, DISCOMs
should also be incentivised o support it,
Feeder-level tranition to solar energy,

wmandmrym. mtjmbem:ﬁl
DISCOMs. Thiese could incude support
for micro-irrigation and direct cash
payments fur reduced pumping, Snll“at
to Punjab's ‘Pani Bachao, Paisa

and Haryana's "Mera Pani Meri Virsat'
schemes.

‘That said, where farmers still lack
rediable ire igation, the priveily is
expanding access rather than saving
water. Standalone salar pumps should
Uaerefore rensain the prefesred option in
amas with kmited irrigation, poar grid
avvess, and Jow groundwater risk. Rather
than focudng on individual ownership,

Expanding access greater emphasis should be placed on
Over the past five vears, India’s sczling them through water-user
agricultural solar water- selhng entrepreneurs,
PMEUSUM, lias instaBied over 2.5 |u|l||un .uljf.ﬂmu wouperatives in lidia's most
solar pumps, making them for | imigation-deprived region:

smaltholder farmers throogh subsidies. As
the grernment prepares PM-KUSUM 2.0,
the challenge is to advance the dean
iy bransition withoul worsenig Uie

(Mohammad Faiz Alam is senior regional
nessarcher at nternafinnal Witer
Manggement Institute and Alok Sikka is un
emeritus scientist and former country
fve = Indlia and Bangladesh

country’s already over-exploited
I | In | regions,
grid ted solar can be ded

g af
MHnﬂmmJ Water Management Instiute.)
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A Palestinian state is the foundation for regional peace'

here is one, and only one solution to

the decades long, volatile and bloody

situation in West Asia: the creation or

the establishment ofa sovereign,
independent, viable Palestinian state. In essence,
it is no different from the oft-touted two-state
solution. But the two-state formula speaks of the
esablishment of two states living side by side in
good neighbourliness. However, one state already
exists. What is needed is to establish or create a
new, second state, namely Palestine. There will
never be peace and stability in the region unless
this is done. All the conflicts in the region -
Israel’s war on Gaza, the Iran war, the Hezbollah-
Israel war, the Houthi phenomenon - will not be
resolved unless a viable Palestinian state comes
into being. Israel’s relations with its Arab
naghbours will remain strained until it accepts
the reality of a Palestinian state, just as the Arabs
have reconciled to the reality of Israel.

United States President Donald Trump seems
to have recognised the importance of working
towards the creation of a Palestinian state.
Resolution 2803 setting up a Board of Peace
(BoP), which was adopted by the United Nations
Security Council in November 2025 has the
fdlowing provision in its annex: “While Gaza
re-development advances and when the PA
[Palestinian Authority] reform program is
faithfully carried out, the conditions may finally
bein place for a credible pathway to Palestinian
self-determination and statehood, which we
recognize as the aspiration of the Palestinian

people.”

On Iran and Israel

A major player in this conflict-infested region is
Iran. Iran has not always been hostile to Israel.
Indeed, under the Shah, Iran’s relations with
Israel were cordial and there was a sizeable
Jewish community in Iran. Since the Islamic
revolution 0f1979, most Jews left for Israel. But
there are still about 15,000 Jews in Iran. [ran’s
Constitution provides for a seat for the Jewish
community in Parliament.

Historically, there has not been perpetual
enmity between Islam and_[uda]sm The Koran
mentions many prophets and patriarchs from the
Hebrew bible, such as Moses, and Abraham. The
Crusades were fought between Muslims and
Christians; the Jews were not a party to them.
Jews were persecuted in countries professing
Christianity. The Arabs bore no responsibility for
the Holocaust which was carried out by Nazi
Germany and its collaborators. It would not be an

C.R. Gharekhan

Former United
Mations Coordinator
for Occupied
Territories and

Special Envoy of India
for West Asia

The road to
peace in

West Asia runs
through
Palestinian
statehood

exaggeration to say that but for the Holocaust,
and the sense of guilt felt by the western
countries, Israel might not have been born. It is
well known that most western countries,
including the U.S,, barred the entry of Jews
seeking refuge from Hitler’s Germany.

The transition from holy land to homeland
started with the infamous Balfour Declaration of
1917 when the British expressed support for a
homeland for the Jews, expressly limiting the
indigenous Arab population only to civil and
religious rights.

The roots of regional hostility

The hostility of Iran and the Arab countries
towards Israel is based on the fact that Israel was
created and imposed on the region at the
expense of the indigenous Arab population. It is
argued that the Palestinians were offered a state
in the UN resolution of 1947 and a few times
subsequently, but they rejected all offers. An
Israeli Foreign Minister, Abba Eban, famously
said that the Arabs never miss an opportunity to
miss an opportunity. But one can hardly blame a
landlord if he rejects an offer of a few rooms from
anintruder who has oocupled the whole house,
Indeed, the slogan of the Zionists was: land
without people for a people without land

Itis noteworthy that Hezbollah, a Shia
movement, and Iran, a Shia-majority country,
suppurtHam_as, a_Slmm movement. Thisis easily
explained by their commitment o the right of
sdf-determination for the Palestinian people.
Israel naturally comes in for hostility as the only
power that stands in the way of the emergence of
anindependent Palestine.

Hezbollah began launching rockets and
missiles against Israel just after Israel started its
war on Gaza after October 7, 2023. It follows that
if Israel accepts the reality of a Palestinian state at
some time, Hezbollah will have no reason to
make the life of people in northern Israel difficult.

In that case, Iran too will stop supplying
weapons to Hezbollah. This is not to suggest that
if the Palestinians are able to exercise their right
ofself-determination, Iran and Israel will become
friends. But without that, their mutual enmity
wil never abate. If an irreversible road map to a
Palestinian state emerges and is accepted by all
the parties, secondary issues such as the Strait of
Hormuz will be much easier to resolve.

Since Hamas' terrorist attack on Israeli civilians
in October 2023, whatever little support some in
Israel had for the concept of a Palestinian state
has evaporated. Israel’s disproportionate and

ruthless strikes on Gaza, post October 7, might
have almost isolated Israel, but in the process, the
Gaza strip has been devastated and the possibility|
of the emergence of Palestine has receded by
many years, perhaps decades. Consequently,
peace and stability in the region have become an
illusion.

Mediation is the key

The only way to have a realistic possibility of
resolving the conflict is through external
mediation. And the only external power that has
the required influence and even goodwill with
both sides is the United States. Itis true that there
is no such thing as an honest broker. But brokers,
even non-honest ones, do manage to sell the
transaction to the satisfaction, or equal
non-satisfaction, of both parties.

Israel has insisted on bilateral talks, adding at
the same time that there is no one on the other
side to negotiate with. Usually, the stronger side
insists on a bilateral approach, and the weaker
side prefers an outside agency to help. The only
time progress was achieved was when the Oslo
Accord was concluded in 1993. Oslo was
negotiated with the mediation or good offices of
Norway.

Under Oslo, the Palestine Liberation
Onganization forma]ly recognised Israel and the
PA was created,; it is this PA, albeit a reformed
one, that is often mentioned as a possible
caretaker government of Palestine. The Oslo
Accords paved the way for Jordan’s recognition of]
Isracl and eventually the Abraham Accords.

The other viable broker is the UN. Israel at the
moment is dead set against the UN and has even
declared the UN Secretary-General persona non
grata. But Israel owes its existence to the UN.
There is nothing permanent in international
relations, Positions evolve with evolving
situations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has|
his own personal reasons for opposing the idea of]
anindependent Palestine. He had voted against
the Oslo Accords and is implacably opposed to
the idea of a Palestine state.

Let us hope that in due course, enlightened
leadership will emerge in West Asia on all sides. If]
the leaders do not have the wisdom and the
courage to make the necessary decisions,
however difficult, the people of the region will
remain doomed to suffer and be denied the peace]
and stability they need. Without these, they will
never be able to realise the full potential for
development that new technologies have to offer.
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Dignity in death: Debate
over ‘humane’ execution

CAN A method of execution devised in co-
lonial India still satisfy the Constitution’s
promise of dignity? The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it can, at least on the material
currently before it. The bench dismissed a
PIL that argued the method is scientifically
unreliable and violates the righttoadignified
death under Article 21 of the Constitution.
‘Thecourtheld thatthe challengeraninto
two hurdles — the 1983 precedent of Deena
vs. Union of India in which a three-judge
bench upheld hanging as a Constitutional
mode of execution, and Parliament’s deci-
sion to retain hanging while enacting the
BharatiyaNagarik SurakshaSanhita (BNSS).

The method

In India, hanging is the prescribed
method of executing death sentencesand is
aresultof British Common Law. Historically,
hanging was carried outthrough the “short-
drop” method. As the name suggests, it’s a
short drop that causes asphyxiation.

Today, modern executions rely on the
long-drop method. The longer drop is
meant to immediatelysnap the second and
third cervical vertebrae (C2 and C3) and,
thus, the spinal cord. This is meant to in-
stantly render the the individual uncon-
scious. But the length of the drop must be
calibrated to the individual’s weight and
height. A drop that is too short can fail to
break the neck and result in prolonged
strangulation. Conversely, adrop that is too
long can risk decapitating the person.

Standard prison protocols dictate that
the body be left hanging for 30 minutes
after the trap door opens.

Thechallenge

The petition sought a declaration that
the provision prescribing hanging was un-
constitutional and argued that Article 21in-
cludes a right to die through a dignified
procedure. They said the method is “ac-
companied by intense physical torture and
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pain,” and inherently unpredictable.

Theycited a1992studyofthe remains of
34 people hanged in England between 1882
and1945. Fractures at C2-C3 were comimon,
but the “hangman’s fracture” —assumedto Fewer
cause near-instant death — showed up in
only three of the 34 cases; sixdied of asphyxi- executors,
ation instead. They said this made hanging more
neither quick nor controllable. :

Anup Surendranath, Executive Direc- executions
tor of The Square Circle Clinic at NALSAR Morethan
University of Law — formerly Project 39A,  two-thirds of the
which intervened in the proceedings — world’s nations
told The Indian Express that the studies o e
placed before the court raised broader con- hdfclbm%]rﬁd ﬂ,]L
cerns about the assumptions underlying death penalty in

hangingas amode of execution. Surendra- law or practice.
nath said researchers who examined the re- ®

mains of executed prisoners found that
“people had not died by this instant break- Yet,a2025

ingofthe neck. Instead therewereawhole ~ Amnesty report
host of other very painful, long-drawn suf- showeda 12%
fering reasons that had caused their death”. increasein
Thejurisprudence ExeCUbions
Section 393(5) of the BNSS provides that Compfimd tothe
where a person is sentenced to death, “the PIEVIOUSyear.
sentence shall direct that hebe hanged by — ee————

the neck till he is dead”. The clause, which
has barely changed since it was introduced
in the CrPC in 1861, has survived multiple
amendmentsand nowappearsin the BNSS.

The right to die with dignity flows from
therightto life guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution. The Supreme Courtin
Gian Kaur vState of Punjab(1996) held that
the right to life includes the right to live and
consequently to die with dignity.

The Supreme Court in Deena vs. Union
of India (1983), upheld the constitutional
validity of hanging after examining medi-
cal evidence, expert opinion, and com-
parative execution methods. The court
held that hanging, when properly admin-
istered, is a quick and certain method of
execution and does not violate Article 21. It
said that the process causes no greater pain
than any other known method and avoids
“barbarity, torture and degradation”.

Why top court upheld hanging

The Union government maintains that
hanging remains the “safest and quickest™
method of execution. Itsaid that nobotched
execution has ever been recorded in India,
while lethal injection in the US carries a
well-documented history of failures.

The bench found no reason to revisit
Deena. It noted that the petitioners had
placed scientific material before the court
but held that the material did not displace
the basis on which Deena had been de-
cided. Nor did it establish that lethalinjec-
tion, electrocution, lethal gas or shooting
offered an advantage over hanging.

Itreferred to the reasoning in Deena,
where hanging through the long-drop
method was described asaprocess intended
tobring about immediate unconsciousness
through cervical fracture. The courtsaid the
existing method continues to satisfy the
State’s obligation to carry out a death sen-
tence with “decency and decorum” and
without “degradation or brutality”.

While dismissing the petition, the
bench stopped short of treating the issue as
closed forever. It observed that Constitu-
tional law evolves and that future chal-
lenges could arise if new scientific, medical
orempirical material fundamentally alters
the assumptions on which Deena was de-
cided. It also left it open to the Union gov-
ernment to examine alternative methods

SC hasupheld validity of execution by
hanging. What does the law say about
the right to die with dignity,and how do
other countries carry out executions?

ofexecution, should it choose todoso.

Modern execution methods

More than two-thirds of the world’sna-
tions— around 113 — have ended the death
penalty in law or practice, according to
Amnesty International. Yet, a 2025 report
by the non-profitshowed a12%increase in
executions compared to the previous year.

The search for a humane method of
execution has led to varied practices, each
carryingits ownscientificand ethical con-
troversies. Hanging remains one of the
more widely authorised methods of execu-
tion, particularly in countries influenced
by British Common Law, including India,
Singapore and Japan.A 2012 Cornell Law
School database identified 60 countries
that authorised hanging as a method of
execution. Other prevalent methods are:

Lethal injection: This is the primary
method inseveral US states where thedeath
penalty is allowed and heavily utilised in
China. In this method, a sequence of drugs
isadministered toaconvict—an anesthetic,
a paralytic and finally potassium chloride.
‘The procedures can often getbotched owing
to compromised venous access.

Shooting (firing squad or single bullet):
‘Thisis used in China, North Korea, Somalia
and parts of West Asia. While visually viol-
ent and traumatic for executioners, pro-
ponents say it causes near-instantaneous
cardiac or neurological destruction.

Beheading: Saudi Arabia carries out
executionsby beheading with asword. Itis
reliant on the executioner’s precision.

Nitrogen hypoxia: A recently intro-
duced method in the US involving the in-
halation of pure nitrogen gas. It is designed
to cause asphyxiation without triggering
the hypercapnic alarm response — that
panicked feeling of suffocation. Critics
argue it has not been sufficiently vetted and
amounts to human experimentation.

The legal debate over methods of execu-
tion islargely between how state power and
human rights intersect. Reformists argue
hanging can take too much time if there are
anyerrors, constituting cruel and inhuman
treatment. But while capital punishment
remains in use, finding an execution
method that balances the finality of state
action with the dignity of the individual
will remain a difficult question.
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Why is the Supreme Court

examining polygamy again?

What are the petitioners seeking? What has the court ruled on polygamy before?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:
he Muslim men’s supposed
right to have multiple wives is
once again before the Supreme
Court. Following a petition

challenging the constitutional status of

polygamy, the ought the Centre’s
response last week. It also asked the

ler Iakmg suitable

smght to have polygamy treated as a
criminal offence under Section 82 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,

Incidentally, Section 82 applies to
non-Muslims and provides for a
punishment of up to seven years for
marrying another person during the
subsistence of an existing marriage. The
petitioners also sought annulment of the
exemptions granted under Muslim
Personal Law.

What are the petitioners seeking?
The five petitioners challenged the
constitutional validity of Section 2 of the
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937, which permits
polygamy. They claimed that the said Act
isagainst the Constitution’s Articles 14, 15,
and 16, which provide equality to all
citizens irrespective of their religion or
gender. They also requested the court to
direct the Union government to take steps
towards the codification of Muslim
Personal Law to ensure that its provisions
run parallel o Constitutional provisions
ofgender equality.

They sought compulsory registration of
Muslim marriages and divorces with State
authorities to prevent any second or
subsequent marriage of a man with a
subsisting marriage. In case this was
flouted, the first wife and children should
have the first and lasting right to the
matrimonial home.

The petitioners also sought the court to
direct the Law Commission of India or the

Union government to prepare a draft for
the codification of Muslim Personal Law
that aligns marriage, divorce, and
succession with constitutional principles
of gender equality. Incidentally, two of
the activists had reached out to the
Supreme Court to prohibit instant triple
talaq in the famous Shayara Bano and
others case. Then too, they argued that
the practice of triple talag violates
fundamental rights of women. Following
their petition, the apex court had
invalidated instant triple talaq in August
2017. The court had then refrained from
giving its verdict on polygamy and nikah
halala, which too had been sought.
Following the verdict, the Centre framed
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Act in 2019. The Act made
instant triple talaq a punishable offence.

What has the court ruled before?

In the much-talked-about Sarla Mudgal
case 0f 1995, the Supreme Court
pmhibited a Hindu man with a subsisting

marriage from converting to Islam purely
for the purpose of marrying for the
second time, The court noted, “the
second marriage of a Hindu husband after
converting to Islam without having
dissolved the first marriage is void.”

The court ruled on similar lines in the
Lily Thomas v. Union of India case in
2000. Here the Supreme Court reiterated
its stand of the Sarla Mudgal case, holding
that a second marriage contracted after a
feigned conversion to Islam was illegal
and punishable under Section 494 of the
Indian Penal Code.

Does Islam sanction polygamy?
Contrary to the contention that the Quran
encourages polygamy, the book
encourages monogamy. It permits a man
to have up to four wives in special
circumstances, stuch as marrying a widow
oran orpha It however, makes it
incumbent upon him to grant them
camplete equality. This being a practical
impossibility, it asks men to desist from
multiple marriages.

Says verse 3 of Surah Nisa, “If you fear
you might fail to give orphan women their
due rights if you were to marry them,
then marry other women of your choice -
two, three, or four. But if you are afraid
you will fail to maintain justice, then
content yourselves with one.” Pertinently,
this verse was revealed at a time when
many men used to have multiple spouses,
their numbers often running into three
figures.

THE GIST

-

The Supreme Court has sought
the Centre's responseto a
petition challenging polygamy
under Muslim Personal Law
and asked it to consider
legislative stepsto abolish the
practice for all citizens,
imespective of religion.

-

The petitioners have
challenged the constitutional
validity of the law permitting
polygamy, seeking its
criminalisation, compulsery
registration of Muslim
marriages and divorces, and
cadification of Muslim Personal
Law in linewith gender

equality.
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The IISERs have a leadership problem

he Indian government

created the Indian

Institutes of Science

Education and Research
(ISERs) to offer students an
intellectually vibrant research
environment and to bring them
into research at a relatively -
vis-a-vis the Indian milieu = early
stage.

The institutions prize autonomy
as an essential ingredient of good
science, including in the form of
sdentists being able to decide
which questions are worth
pursuing and with TESOUT
Top-down control is inimical to
this vision. That said, the
government also brought the
IISERs within the statutory
framework of the National
Institutes of Technology, Science
Education and Research Act 2007,
which required each IISER to have
a Board of Governors that
included senior government
officials and other government
nominees. The ISER statutes
specify, among others, the
secretary of higher education and
the director of the Indian Institute
ofScience ([ISc), Bengaluru too.

While publicly funded science
should be publicly accountable,
suboptimal appointments or
outright vacancies are
objectionable as they can lead to
policy paralysis — at best.

Multiple roles
Consider the current composition
of the seven IISER Boards.

The [ISc director is an ex-officio
member of most ISERs. The chair
of ISER Pune’s Board is also the
chairperson of the Visvesvaraya
National Institute of Technology,
Nagpur. The chair of the ISER
Berhampur Board was given
“additional charge” while also
chairing the Board of [IIT
Guwahati; the Board also has
nominated positions lying vacant,
including one for an [T director
and two for eminent scientists.

IISER Bhopal’s current director
islisted as the “director-in-charge”
after their predecessor,
Gobardhan Das, left to join NITI
Aayog in June. At ISER

While there is
no rule that the
chairperson of a
scientific
institution must
be a scientist, it
muatters for each
institution's
credibility and
vision

Thiruvananthapuram, the
chairperson simultaneously chairs
the Boards of IIIT Kottayam and
the Indian Institute of Information
Technology, Design and
Manufacturing, Kurnool.

There are also signs of churn
among sitting government
officials. [nterim appointments are
routine and vacancies can arise
during transitions. Ex-officio
pasitions also change when
officials move between posts. But
taken together, several ISERs are
operating under temporary or
incomplete leadership.

A doser look at the
qualifications of the extant leaders
ako raises questions.

[ISER Pune chairperson M.
Madan Gopal is a retired [AS
officer whose educational
background is in commerce and
journalism. Its director is a
chemical engineer by training,
whereas the [ISERs have little
focus on engineering. [ISER
Thiruvananthapuram chairperson
Vijayalakshmi Deshmane is a
surgeon. [ISER Tirupati
chairperson Hari Bhartia is a
chemical engineer and co-founder
of the Jubilant Bhartia Group.
[ISER Berhampur chairperson
Satyabrata Dey is an executive in
the footwear industry.

While there is norule that the
chairperson of a scientific
institution must be a scientist, it
matters for each institution’s
credibility and vision. The
government had earlier appointed
the finest scientists to the [ISERs’
helm before dropping the
practice. Today, going by awards,
fellowships or global achievement
and recognition, there are few
outstanding scientists in positions
of authority on the [ISER Boards.

The Boards can benefit from
people with expertise in
administration, industry, finance,
and public policy - but there is a
strong case to draw the leadership
of institutions focused on basic
science from the scientific
community, where there are many
people with distinguished
research careers and substantial
experience in running academic

and research organisations.

The guestion is not about the
competence of the current crop of
leaders but why India’s many
accomplished scientists are not
being asked to lead institutions
whose central purpose is basic
science.

The availability of this ‘research
cadre’ also calls into question the
practice of moving the same
paople between institutions.

People familiar with the ISERs’
functioning today describe a
situation where the administration|
is losing its ability to keep up with
: ds vi agood
education in basic science. By
design, the directors and the
Board have the power to institute
pusitive changes. However, as a
senior scientist at one of the
[ISERs put it, “There is no vision
orimagination and no sense of
leadership propelling the
institution towards its core goals of]
carrying out high-quality frontier
research in and teaching basic
science at an international level”

Weakening autonomy

The Indian government’s choices
are weakening the [ISERs’
institutional autonomy. With
‘outsiders’ and people whose
attention is already divided
between multiple institutions as
leaders, scientists have less
control over decisions that affect
their work.

An institution whose
governance has begun to decline
can still remain scientifically
productive for many years as long
as the people who built its
reputation remain and the ‘I[SER’
labelis still valuable. But given the
cumulative eftects of the ISERs’
flagging leadership - of the
institutions becoming less
autonomous and less collegial — it
is reasonable to brace for more
warning signs, including
concentration of authority and an
increasingly risk-averse
institutional culture.

None of them is conducive to
good science or a good education.
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