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Bending towards bold reform: IDBI
stake sale, 26-year arc of governance

ASPRIMEMI Narendra
Modi's governance brought
about windsof change? Modi
hasjust commenced his 26th
vearinpublicoffice, The lIDBI
serategic disinvestment. the largest FDIin In-
dig’s financial sector, carries a broader sig-
nificance, The cabinet’s decision to divest it
toaprivateentity, Fairfax, Is a majorstepto-
ward improving the efficiency of financial
intermediation. It could signal lower capital
costs, Evenso, itwill be along haul,
'1 he are of capital reform has come full
From nationalising private banks o
nga mtmna1 bank, This

15, W ing
wm.pexi,twgnm ‘Within the domestic
regulatory framewark, the legacy burden
ofthe cash-reserve ratio, statutory Hguidity
ratio and priority-sector lending circum-
scribes optimum credit allocation. Abank

INPSU;

ring bad-loan crises were the deleterious
features of this model,

Trecall the mixed opinions when private
Dbanks in India were nationalised. That was
an era of political dependence on left-
oriented poficies. The much-applavded far-
reachingeconomic reforms of 1991 bypassed
the structural changes needed in other fac-
torsof production. It took PM Modi's leader-

shipto it the four labour codes,
Land and agricultural reforms have en-
countered political constraints, IDBLedivest-
ment builds on the asset monetisation
maodel launched during the pandemic,

The matrixof Modi's governance is cap:
tiired by Lee Kuan Vew s maxing: “Policy is
implementation: implementation is pol-
fey ix Cs stand out clearly in the mode!
rehearsed in Gujarar but refined and imple-
mented in Delhi,

First, consistency, Modi inherited a
state recovering from the Bhuj earth-
quakeand recast governance froman ad
ministrator-oriented approach to one
centred on enabling. Vibrant Gujarat
(2003) signalled investor confidence
through " minimumgowrn'nnm maxi

mum governance”. I DENTthar
y has powers

Second, continuity or the capacity te
judge what works amongst progranimes
heinherited, while recalibrating them for
greater development. Aadhaar has been
sealed intoone of the world's largest digi
tal publn. infrastructures. VB-GRJ\MG
bizilds o \, retaining

-mbracing cutting-

:technology isan attribute of
Modi's leadership and a true ex-
pression of Schumpeterian “cre-
ative destruction”, PRAGATI uses
digital technology toconnect him
directly with secretaries and chief
secretaries and resolve stalled
projects. Oversight was central-
ised; execution decentralised.

N K SINGH

With.Jan Dhan and UPT, Modi revolurion-
ised large-scale benefit delivery. He
pushed PSUs and PSBe to shed the habits
of abygone era. Therecan be no creativity
without audacity. But every audacious
decision carries risks. In Gujarat, the Sar-
dar Sarovar canals advanced a n de-

ferred for decades. N8 ) 15th
FIARECAT

aich. Rew:;!w euyneennb

and sustained execution justified the slo-
gan, “Modi fead tomuskin i Viksit Bha-
rat 2047 extends that horizon tothe nation.
Fourth, sustainedefforts topersuadeand
build aconsensus. The Nobel prizestoDaniel

bodyaf\v
azemmbm. This cooperame federalism
could extend tostate-level regulation, audit
and procurement, with the Finance Com
missionasconstitutional anchor for sharing
best practices. Decisiveness need not shade
intoauthoritarianism.
Fifth,commitment. The fiscal glide path
has survived a pandemic and i
halved the central fiscal deficit. 1

mmm&nmm €

The fiscal glide path has
survived a pandemic and more
than halved the central fiscal
deficit, Under the TRC, gross
NPAs fell from 112 percentin
2018to L8 percentin 2026

Missiondrovestructural reform. Solarcapac-
ity surpassed India’s Paris climate pact tar-
gets five years early,

Sixth, Calibration] The old world order
has dissolved, and multilateralism is
being displaced increasingly by plurilat-
eral, it not bilateral, transactional mercan-
tilism. The challenge remains of harmon-
ising the past with the emerging new
order. NineFTAs signed by the Modi gov-
émmam%m TheG20and

~ Asaur aspirational electorate seeks new
promises. what are the challenges? Five prio-
rities will shape Viksit Bharat. First. faster
growth through productivity, competitive-
ness and adherence to the fiscal glide path.
Second, completing factor-marker reform,
with financial intermediation efficient
enough to bring our cost of capital on par
with intemational levels. Third, a modern
Tegalarchitecturethat enables faster dispute
resolution, stronger contract enforcement
and investment protection. Fourth, manu-
facturing beyond assembly; backed by effi
cient ,)o\wr [{)GISII{‘Q an(l Llrhan |nl'ra.stl'u(‘
1 | i A

" The most proximate reason fnrwrmng
this plece Is the broader reforms twenhance
financial intermediation. This is laudable,
However, one shottld notarrive ar premarure
conclusions about the privatisation of pub-
lic-sector banks. We know oneswallow does
not make a swmmer, But we also know that
once a firmly locked door is even slightly
opened, thewindsof change can make itajar
overtime. Could IDBI be anexampleofthese
winds of change?

The writer was chairman,
15th Finance Cammissicn
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Independence of ECI cannot
survive on assurances alone

This movement
must press for
independent
and transparent
appointments
tothe ECLa
review of
electoral-roll
deletions,
accountability
for arbitrary
exclusions,
transparency in
political
funding and
meaningful
electoral reform

NDIAS DEMOCRACY was notagiftto

itspeoplebya benevolent ruler. It was

won through a long and arduous

struggle against colonial rule, a

struggle in which millions partici-
pated and countless freedom fighters sacti-
ficed their lives. When India became inde-
pendent, the Constituent Assembly, under
the leadership of B R Ambedkar, gave this
democratic aspiration aninstitutional form,
The Constitution established India as asov-
ereign democratic republic and guaranteed
universal adult suffrage. Many democracies,
including the US and European countries,
took genetations to overcome restrictions
based on property, race, gender and social
status. India began its constitutional life with
universal adult franchise.

The Narendra Modi government is sys-
tematically weakeningthe institutions that
sustain democratic accountability. Its
understanding of democracy appears to
begin and end with winning elections, while
treating independent institutions, opposi-
tion parties, dissenting citizens and public
scrutiny as obstacles to be overcome. The
Election Commission of India (ECT) has

ﬂlesupenntendmc e, di-
trol of the preparation of
electoral rolls and the conduct of elections
to Parliament, state legislatures, a,ndtheof-

1Ces
This mandate demands mdependence im-
partiality and public confidence.

Elections have increasingly been dis-
torted by the enormous advantagesenjoyed
by the BJPthrough money power, the use of
state machinery and theweakening ofinsti-
tutional checks. The electoral bonds scheme,
struck down by the Supreme Court in 2024,
exposed how an opaque system of funding
had enabled the ruling party to benefit dis-
proportionately from anonymous dona-
tions. The 2023 law governing the appoint-
mentof the Chief Election Commissioner
and Election Commissioners marked
another setback. It replaced the Supreme
Court-prescribed selection arrangement
with a committee dominated by the execu-
tive, giving the government of the day deci-
sive influence over the selection.

The independence of the Election Com-
mission cannotsurvive on assurances alone
when the executive it is supposed to scruti-
nise exercisessuch control over the selection

of its leadership. Questions about the insti-
tution’s credibility have also been raised by
former Election Commissioners, The BJP’s
response hasnotbeen to restore confidence
through transparency and accountability,
buttodemand unquestioning acceptance of
theinstitution's decisions.

The Special Intensive Revision of electo-
ral rolls hasbrought these concernstoa dan-
gerous new level More than 13 crore names
have been deleted during the SIR exercise.
The fundamental question is simple: In a
democracy, voters are supposed to elect
their rulers, not the other way around. When
millions of names disappear from electoral
rolls, the burden of proof cannot be shifted
onto citizens who are already disadvan-
taged. Nor can the ECI expect the public to
accept its assurances without transparent
procedures, verifiable records and indepen-
dent scrutiny. The controversy over unilat-
eral changes to Form 6 has only deepened
the crisis of confidence.

The scale of the Modi government’s
anxiety about this movement is evident in
the response to peaceful protest. Delhi was
fortified with barricades and an overwhel-
mingdeployment of security personnel. Sti=
dents and youth who gathered to demand
Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation were de-
tained, manhandled andbeaten by Delhi Po-
lice, a force under Union Home Minister
‘AmitShah. Journalists covering the demon-
strations were also detained, drawing con-
demnation from press-freedom organisa-
tions. The INDIA bloc, with the active
participation ofthe Left, hasjoined agrowing
people’s movement to restore public confi-
dence in the democratic process, Thismove-
ment mustgobeyond demandingthe resig-
nation of Gyanesh Kumar. TEilst press for
independentand transparentappointments
tothe Election Cormmission, areview ofelec-
tcmal -roll delenm]s, acmuntab;hty furarlx
L‘rary ExeluSinns, transparency in palitical
fundingand meaningful electoral reform. Tt
must also advance the demand for a retrm
to paper ballots, reflecting the widespread
distrust of electronic voting systems among
sections of the electorate.

Gyanesh Kumar must resign. electoral re-
forms must follow, and the people’s right to
determine their own destiny must prevail,
The movement will continue.

The writer is general secretary, CPl
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Parental consent makes right
tointernet conditional

A consent
regime makes
the fatherthe
platform’s
compliance
officer. Fora
girlina
conservative
home, a queer
teenager,a
child being
abused by the
very adult who
holdsthe
Aadhaar,
‘parental
oversight’ is not
asafeguard

whatthe order and everythmg around 1t qmeﬂy agrees on.

On September28, abench led by the CJTheard asecond peti-
tion by the same alliance. Itasked the Centre to examine whether
anyone under 18 should need a parent’s consent to open an ac-
count, and the Solicitor General said the Data Protection law’s
parental-consent model could be adopted in some other law to
doit. The Pardiwala bench recommended “parental consent, gui-
danceand oversight” withadedicated child mode. The petitioner
TnIent wants 1 both benches want it.

route. For every user who isa Cl‘llld an adult must then produce
government-grade proof of who they are and how old they are.
The platform keeps enough to prove it did this, and thechild’sac-
countis tethered to a named adult’s identity record for good.

Read the Pardiwala order’s own warning against that. Age-
based restrictions, the bench wrote, “inevitably, always require
identifyingand ascertaining the age of each and every user, con-
tinuous collection and monitoring of sensitive dataand an overall
disproportionate risk of misuse and surveillance”. Every word
appliesto parental consent as the Rules define it. The only differ-
ence from a ban is that the child gets in, once an adult has been
identified on her behalf. Family mediation deepens inequalities
wherethehousehold already controls the device, and ASER 2024
shows rural girlsof 14 to16 already own fewer phones and useso-
cial media less thanboys. A consent regime makes the father the
platform’s compliance officer. For a gitl in a conservative home,
aqueer teenager, achild being abused by the very adult who holds
the Aadhaar, “parental oversight” is nota safeguard. Itis the prob-
lem with a legal mandate behind it. Platforms can live with this,
and the state gets a verified identity layer without ever having to
pass a law that says so. And the people it costs, children and the
adults tied to their accounts, were never in the room,

The order leaves a harder route open, which is why nobody
hastaken it, The bench named it in passing, accounts private by
default, nocontact from unknown adults, controls on advertising
to children. These are obligations on the platform, which the
Centre canimpose underthe IT Rules. Where age must be known
at all, the check can return one bit, over or under, and nothing
else. And the court has asked the Centre to report on what tools
platformsactually usetodetect and remove abuse material. That
report is the test. If the answer is thin, the remedy is penalties for
the platform, not papers from the parent.

The writer is associated with Internet Freedom Foundation
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Clirnate chiarnngce
isblurringe cthe

secasorts. Policy
I71IUST carch uup

KAUSHIK I2AS (GUPTAN

N MUMMEAT, a rain-deficient monsoon has given way Lo -
scasonal heat =t 38 -

of
Hish hum_ld.:ty (_umpolmr_let. the discomfort, while t:he urban
Theacisland effect, caused by concrere buildings, asphalt roads
and shrinking green spaces. trappaed heat in densely built ieigh-
bourhoods. More worryvingly, thewearher appreared to aggravare
the city’s pollution problemm. Weals winds and stagnant aonos-
pheric conditions inpeded the dispersal of pollutants. while high
remperarures and intense sunlight favoured ground-level ozones
formation. Murmbai’s experience illustrates how climate change
is making rhe transirion bemween seasons less predicrable. The
MDD has forecast improverments this weelk. Butone thingis clear:
The city’s coastal climate may moderate temperatures under rnor-
mal conditions, butit or‘ferq noguarantes againstunseasonal heat
ancl cleren rating 1ality.

‘agesTthe respirarorsy systetm, wihile extreme heat places additiaonal
siress on the hearn and kidneys. Exposurce to both hazards can be
Pparticulariy dangerous [orpeople with existing illnesses. Outdoor
workers, older people. children and residents of poorly ventilated
homes arce espoecially vulnerable. The problem is not confined to
MMurmbai. As clitnate changoe alters the familiar course oftho sca-
sons. unusually warm spells could boecome a concern evenduring
\\-'111!:2'1’, “fhe:n 1:)'ubhx. he.all:h -;ysterns

mmunicipal aut horn.xes hasr < introdd uced nn casures rang ng Fror
dust suppression to real-time air-gquality monitorirngs., buttth:
CEFC(:I‘_I\.’C TRCSS ({cpmd.s on co1‘1>).st ot 11-uplcmcnt at:on The

hertliaer relying on blan-—
ket restrictions during pollution episodes. Mumbai neaeds
stricrer compliance with constmruction-site dust controls, con-
sistent monitering of indusoial and vehicular endssions, effoc-
tive action against waste burming and betrer public transpore.
Expanding tree cover, profecting rmangrowves and vetlands, pre-—
servilng open spaces and promoting cool roofs can help reduace
Thear accumulartion. butthese measures IMUst complement. oo
substitute for, cuts in pollution at source.

Hear preparedness. too, must adapt. When October bringsthe
kind ofheat associared with the summer months, or winter days
urn unexpectedly warm. heart action plans cannot remain con-
ned rothe conventional calendar. orecasting sysrerms and puls—
lic-Thealth advisories must account For humidity, warm nights
and the duration of heat exposure. while alerting citizens to de-
rerioraring air gquality. Plans should also provide for drinking
warer. shaded restareas and adjusted working hours foroutdoor
workers, alongside targered cutrreach to older people. children
and residents of poorly ventilatecd homes

ch region has its own geogtraph
sp that shapce how hcat and pollution
OO plans st il L t.hcsc ].OCdl clitions.

Gl el
individual responses. Clinate chhange has made it imperative to
break adiministrative silos and integrate heat preparodiness, pol-
Iurion control and public-health planmning.

The wiiter is senior assosiate editar, The Indian
Express. kaushik.dasguptagexpressindia.com
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Internetaccess fundamental
rightfor Kkids: WhatSCruled

APURVA VISHWANATH

netisafundamental right

ual” Abenchof.Justices J B Pardiw:

Kvﬁhmdranﬁdﬂedthaﬁdﬁldmﬂ.‘txw
esame rights”,

‘ther, Our chﬂdren areentitled toboth.”

How did the question reach the
Supreme Court?

In 2024, a two-judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court comprising.Justices DY Chan
drachud andJ B Pardiwalaheld that viewing,
possessing, and notreporting the possession
ofany child pormographic material constitute
offences under the stringent Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and the Information Technology (IT) Act.
evenif thisis not disseminated further.

It overturned a Madras High Court
order that had quashed the chargesheet
against an accused, holding that down-
loading and privately viewing such ma-
terial, without publishing or transmitting
it, was not an offence. Just Rights for
Children Alliance, a coalition of NGOs,
challenged the Madras HC orderbefore the
court and sought directions to intermedi-
aries on reporting such material.

The Supreme Court in later orders
noted platforms’ lapses in complying with
those directions, and that news reports
showed paid promotion of child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse material (CSEAM)
through redirect links.

While rulingon compliance with its ear-
lier orders, the court considered a trend
“acrossthe globe” of limiting children's ac-
cess to social media “in the name of their
safety”. The Bench said it “decided con-
sciously not to endorse the same.”

Whatdid the courtholdon

The court held that safety

measures should target harmful

» The court’s suggestions

®The court suggested greater emphasison
parental consent, guidance and oversight, and
a’child mode’ with accounts private by default,
restrictions on contacts and messages from
unknown adults, and moderation of advertising
and content. It left the modalities “to the
wisdom of the Union of India”.

®The Union can also restrict access tocontent
“inherently harmful tothem, such as adult
content websites.” Among the court s directions
tothe Unionis the creation of a National Hash &
URL List Database for child sexual exploitation
and abuse material (CSEAM). withentries
requiring confirmation by “at least three

trained human analysts™

®For other CSEAM, removals must be reported
“within two hours from such removal”, and
complaints acknowledged “within twenty-four
hours from receipt”.

aTh: ot

fihat e Ul
conside monetary fines, and that
revenue from | GSEAMM through paywalls
should be forfeited and disgorged.

S— —
ILLUSTRATION: VIKAS AGARWAL

internetaccess?

The court cited jurisprudence recogni-
singtheright to access the internetasa fun-
damental right. ¥ a4
MMM).aﬂm bench
held that freedom of speech and ex-
m&mmﬂm O CAITY!

Thetest
Any restrictionon
afundamental
right hasto pass a
three-pronged
test.

°

[tmustbe
throughaduly
passed
legislation, there
mustbea
legitimate state
interest,and the
encroachment on
rights must be
proportional to
theobject sought.
——

cited ¢ Association of Bert

mgmsxmmmmmm
mmwmmmammm

Last week’s ruling said that "for many
children, particularly in remote areas”, in-
ternet is often “the only source of learning
and information”,

The court’sreading of the righttoaccess
theinternet asa fundamental right under-

pinsits rejection of blanket bans or dispro-
portionate restrictions on children’s inter-
netaccess.

“All that we are trying to say is that any
blanket restriction on the access of internet
by children is nothing more than unproven
measuresof proven disproportionality. No
jurisdiction has, so far, been able to dem-
onstrate that children are any safer on ac-
count of such measures,” the court said.

Thisis because any restrictionon a fun-
damental right has to pass the three-
pronged test laid down by the court. First,
the restriction must be through duly
enacted legislation; second, the law must
demonstrate a legitimate state interestthat
has anexuswith the objective sought tobe
achieved by Parliament; and third, and
most crucially, the encroachment on fun-
damental rights must be proportionate to
that objective,

What restrictionsdid the
courtdecline?
The Bench accepted that “the internet,

material and those responsible
forit, not children’s access

as it exists today, is far from safe for our
children”, Butit said, “any measure for the
safety of children must be ditected at the
harmful material and those responsible for
the same, and not at the children them-
selves”. Keeping children off the internet
because of such failures “would be to mis-
take the victim for the problem”.

The ruling alsosaid that age-based limits
requireidentifyingevery user's ageand “con-
tinuous collection and monitoring of sensi-
tivedata”, creating “an overalldisproportion-
ate risk of misuse and surveillance”,

Thecourtalso questioned the effective-
ness of such measures. "Children do not
cease to use the internet merely because
the law prohibits them from doingso,” and
that they “move to other platforms and
websites that are unregulated and even
moreunsafe,” the court said.

Whatis the key takeaway?

The Supreme Court has held that the
right to accessand usethe internet isa fun-
damental right that extends to children. If

dxtinot e out safeguards: it left the
d d

2026, States enac[m{, - laws on screen time
curbs for minors will have to ensure these
restrictions remain within constitutionally
permissible limits.

On one hand, there is value in recogni-
sing a right as a fundamental right. Take
the right to privacy, for instance. However,
there are questions about the practical ef-
fect of the Supreme Court’s steady widen-
ing of fundamental rights. Experts believe
that the bouquet of fundamental rights can
often cutpace the state’s ability or willing-
ness to deliver what those rights promise.
Court rulings, some argue, can be seen as
doctrinal attempts that are overlooked in
practice, especially when governments
rarely face consequences for not providing
theinfrastructure those rights presuppose.

Forexample, the Antradha Bhasin rul-
ing on internet curbs is routinely invoked
inbreach of its guidelines.




