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Beyond headlines
Agreements are only as powerful as the
opportunities they unlock. Tariff reductions,
regulatory alignment, and mobility provisions
matter enormously; yet, their true value is
realised only when businesses on the ground
understand precisely where and how they apply.
Keeping this in mind, the Northern Mayors were
joined by businesses, small and medium
enterprises and universities from across the
region to help bolster links, showcase the North's
economic assets and create new opportunities for
trade, investment and academic collaboration.
The North of England and India already have
deep and growing ties, with nearly 5,40,000
people of Indian origin living across the region.
Indian companies have invested over £1bn in the
Northwest alone, supporting more than 6,700
jobs, according to the Confederation of Indian
Industry report. Nearly 200 delegates from
across the North were part of the visit, bringing
together mayors, businesses, universities and
leaders from tourism, culture and sport to make
the case for the North as a destination for
investment, partnerships and growth.

Kishore
Jayaraman

The Group CEO of the
UK India Business
Council (UKIBC). He
has been the India
Chair of UKIBC and a
Member of the UKIBC
Group Board since
2016, and is also the
former President of
Rolls-Royce, India and
South Asia

Regional
partnerships can
help businesses
unlock the
potential of the
India-UK. trade
hact

Moves by the North of England to unlock India trade

is the result of several rounds of negotiations,
aver the years — 14 rounds of discussions, with
each point deliberated to deliver and cash-in on
strengths and individual goals of the two nations.

‘The U.K. India Business Council, a mission
partner for the Great North delegation, is working
to help U.K. businesses better understand the
opportunity and reframe how they see India.
India is no longer simply a market to sell into. It is
a strategic partner with the potential to become
an integral part of the U.K.'s research and
development (R and D), technology, talent and
supply chains.

Visits to action

In the last few years, the ministerial and
government visits have been largely Wltll a
bl‘oade1 vision to keep Lhe ball m]lm : was

‘Starmer’s de mmn:s

vice-versa. But this time we see po]lcymakﬂ S
coming in to discuss the next steps. Government
meetings, business delegations, university
partmerships, R and D collaborations, sports and
cultural ties and targeted regional engagements in
business hubs of India. The itinerary was
designed to build a long-term relationship.

There is already some impact, with the
footprint of Indian businesses in the U.K. having
expanded sharply this year, the number of
Indian-owned companies rising nearly 60% from
the previous year and combined revenues
surpassing £105 billion, according to the latest
India Meets Britain Tracker published by Grant
Thornton UK.

Bilateral trade between India and the U.K. rose
to £47.4 billion in 2025, marking an 11.7% increase
from the previous year, Growth was concentrated
on advanced manufacturing, clean energy and
technology. With the CETA now in place, the
India-U.K. corridor is poised for unprecedented
rowth, creating value for both economies.

In one of the UK India Business Council
(UKIBC)'s reports on the CETA, it has focused on
regional collaboration, mapping them against the
sector-specific pathways for growth. A regional
approach to trade engagement offers India a
nuanced and targeted pathway into the U.IK
economy; one that goes beyond Londen and into
the innovation-rich heartlands of Britain. The
repaort takes one step ahead from the macro view
and delves into specifics. Examine Maharashtra’s
aerospace ambitions, Gujarat’s chemical exports,
Karnataka's world-class IT ecosystem and Tamil
Nadu's pharmaceutical prowess. It asks not just
what this deal means for India or the U.K. in
aggregate, but also what it means for the
industries and communities that will live with its
consequences day to day.

Conversations need to translate into business.
For a micro, small and medium enterprise, the
challenge is often not whether the benefits of a
trade agreement exist, but how one can access
them. That means understanding and navigating
the finer details, such as knowing that a tariff
preference exists, establishing whether a product
qualifies, meeting rules of origin, securing the
right documentation, and managing the
administrative costs of claiming the benefit. It can
be seen as an empowering process.

Business guide

As India signs more trade agreements, the task is
about ensuring businesses can take full advantage|
of what has been negotiated on their behalf. T8

kzm:dnn: The gmde is deSIg;led to
smap]]iy the agreement and help businesses
understand where the opportunities lie, whether
they qualify, and how to act on them.
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The ECT's unfinished lessons

ndia’s electoral
system has evolved
through successive
efforts to make
elections more inclusive,
enforceable and accessible.
Today, the mass revision of
electoral rolls, suspicious
voter deletions, and
questions about access to
polling records test the
Election Commission of
India’s (ECI) ability to
ensure that every eligible
voter can participate
equally. Its history offers
lessons for the challenges
ahead.
When India prepared its
first electoral roll, nearly 28
lakh women were left off
because they were identified
through their relationships
being

Sen,

India’s ﬁmt Chief Election
Commissioner, worked to
‘ensure that wome‘n were
enrolled in their own right,
and by the 1957 elections,
about 85% of those affected
had been registered under
their own names.

This lesson matters now
as the ECl undertakes its
(SIR) of electoral rolls. In
Bihar, around 65 lakh
names were missing from
the draft roll published in
August 2025. The
Commission cited reasons
such as deaths, migration
and duplicate entries. While
updating electoral rolls is
necessary, voters must be
able to check why their
names have been left out
and challenge errors. The
Supreme Court directed the
ECI to publish the list of
excluded voters along with
the reasons for exclusion.

In a similar line, West
Bengal shows what happens
when correcting errors
becomes slow

.L.
Anurodh Lalit
Jain

Vice-Chairman, AICC
Minority Department.
Views are personal

While the ECI
need not accept
every allegation
made by
political parties,
constitutional
authority cannot
substitute for
verifiable
evidence

E | 22 lakh
1 Moreaver tribunal
judges have raised technical
concerns such as problems
with the appeals portal,
including difficulties issuing
notices, conducting
hearings and restoring
names. While both cases
show that removing names
may be necessary to keep
rolls accurate, correcting
wrongful exclusions is
equally important. A
remedy that comes too late
results in a lost vote.

deletion of a name from the
roll. In Aland, Karnataka,
6,018 online applications
sgught deletions. Of these,
the ECI said that they
rejected 5,994 applications
as they were incorrect, and
accepted only 24 after
verification. An inguiry
followed, and an FIR was
registered. Rejecting
incorrect applications show
that safeguards can work.
But a concentrated pattern
of applications requires the
ECI to establish who
submitted them and
whether identities or
documents were misused.
Every deletion request
should leave a verifiable
record of the applicant,
supporting evidence, and
the final decision.
Transparency in polling
data presents another test.

5 pam. to 66.05% in the final
figure. The Commission
explained that the earlier
number was provisional and
that data continued to be
updated as polling parties
returned and records were
scrutinised. While a
difference between
provisional and final figures

does not by itself establish

improper voting, a

substantial change makes a

clear explanation necessary.
In December 2024,

election, the gﬂvermnent
amended Rule 93 of the
Conduct of Elections Rules,
The change raised concerns
about public access to
electronic records,
including CCTV footage and
webcasting material. The
timing of the change raised
questions about whether
the aim was to protect
privacy or limit scrutiny.
Institutional

now controls two of the

three keys to the room
where election
comumissioners are chosen.
This hardly inspires public
confidence in the ECI's
independence.

While the ECI need not
accept every allegation
made by political parties,
constitutional authority
cannot substitute for
verifiable evidence.
Accurate rolls, traceable
deletion requests, timely
appeals and independently
examinable polling records
are safeguards owed to
every voter. In an electoral
democracy, trust must be
earned through evidence,
clarity and the willingness
to correct mistakes.
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On paddy field conservation in Keralam

conservation law

meant to protect

Keralam’s paddy

fields is gradually
becoming an instrument
facilitating its decline. The
State had 8.82 lakh hectares
(ha) of paddy fields during
197475, which reduced to
1.76 lakh ha in 2024-25, a
drop of 80%, owing to crop
shifts, housing and
commercial growth,
developmental needs, and a
speculative land market.
Despite the enactment of
the Kerala Conservation of
Paddy Land and Wetland
Act (KCPWA) in 2008, the
decline continues.

Rather than ineffective
enforcement, what is
unfolding is an implausible
dilution of conservation
logic through ongoing
bureaucratic redesign,
effected by multiple
circulars and orders. The
shift is astounding, as the
State rightfully recognised
the ecological value of
paddy fields within KCPWA.

A case of legal dilution
The structural and
procedural modifications to
KCPWA demonstrate how
even a strong conservation
law can be diluted. The
Kerala Finance (No.2) Act,
2015, amended the KCPWA
by adding Section 3A, which
regularised unauthorised
paddy field conversions
prior to 2008 upon the
payment of a nominal fee.
This contravened the Local
Self-Government
Department (LSGD)
circulars of 2008 and 2011,
which set 1998 as the cut-off
year for implementing the
conservation norms,
thereby legitimising the
reclamations between 1998
and 2008. In 2016, a State
notification removed
Section 3A without
reference to the
regularisation cases during

Chitra K. P.

Assistant Professor,
Department of Social
Work, Central
University of Tamil
Madu, Thiruvarur

L2
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Preetha K.V.
Assistant Professor,
PG Department of
Social
Entreprensurship,
Madras School of
Social Work, Chennai

Neglecting
paddy fields as a
socio-ecological
svstem that
regulates local
biodiversity, the
hydrological
cycle, and
microclimate
constitutes a
grave failure,
amid rising food
insecurity and
floods

the amendment period.

Although the KCPWA
mandates the development
of a verifiable databank of
paddy fields, the process
remains incomplete.
Consequently, no reliable
data source exists to verify
the land status in many
districts. This blatant
administrative failure has
become a legal loophole, as
KCPWA (Amendment) 2018
and successive revenue
circulars are facilitating the
conversion of a larger extent
of unnotified land (paddy
fields in revenue records but
not included in databank)
for residential, commercial,
or other purposes.

Building permits on
unnotified lands are
facilitated by expanding
eligibility criteria and
expediting category change
applications. In 2017, the
LSGD withdrew its 2008 and
2011 circulars, which
declared 1998 as the cut-off
year for regularisation, and
its 2012 and 2013 circulars,
which restricted land
transactions after obtaining
housing permits. Despite a
High Court order in 2015 for
strict legal compliance in
building permit issuance,
from 2016 onwards, multiple
LSGD and revenue circulars
facilitated the rapid disposal
of applications, with little
emphasis on water
conservation mandates.

The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India’s
revenue sector report of
2016 identified the
non-detection of illegal
paddy field conversions, the
non-reporting of
unauthorised reclamations,
legal non-compliance, and
non-reinstatement of
illegally converted land as
major lapses. The scrutiny
turns challenging as the
State is fast-tracking
conversion applications by
deploying additional officials

and infrastructure and
processing land parcels in
clusters.

Until 2002, the
Department of Agriculture,
with direct agro-ecological
stakes in wetland
conservation, largely
monitored non-agricultural
land use. Post-KCPWA, the
Department of Revenue
became the primary
monitoring authority. The
Department’s dual role as
both a conservation
regulator and a revenue
generator from
regularisation confers
immense power over
land-use decision-making.
Until 2024, the Department
earned up to 1,606 crore
through paddy field
regularisation. A strict

enforcement of the
conservation law remains
constrained since the
regulator earns consistent
revenue from paddy field
conversion, causing a
structural dilemma.

Over the years,
bureaucratic enforcement
appears to be facilitating
regularisation of paddy
fields — recategorisation to
non-wetland status, dilution
of water-conservation
mandates, and widening of
conversion eligibility — with
limited conservation focus.
Neglecting paddy fields as a
socio-ecological system that
regulates local biodiversity,
the hydrological cycle, and
microclimate constitutes a
grave failure, amid rising
food insecurity and floods.

Given that the KCPWA isa
progressive stanute, political
and administrative goodwill
is needed to achieve its
conservation goals.
Completion of a verifiable
wetland-paddy databank,
strict monitoring, and
ecologically informed
conversion penalties are a
few of the immediate steps
that can be taken.
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How conversion affects reservation

The imvalidation of Tamil Nadus order enabling persons converting to skam from Backward Classes and Scheduled Castes to obtain Backward Class Muslim certilicates

highlights that while conversion cannot automatically transfer a person into a different notified community, continuing social disadvantage calls for

LETTER & SPIRIT

K. Kannan
e fivalidation of Tamil Nadu's
2024 order highlights the

cannot automatically transfer a person
Into a different notfied comamumity, bue
continuing social dissdvantage calls for
evidence based inquiry.

Grounds for upholding HC ruling
On October 15, 2026, the Supreme Court,
in The Secretary to Government v. Sameer
Ahamed N., upheld the Madras High
Court’s judgment invalidating Tamil Nadu
Government Order dated March 9, 2024.
The order sought to enable persons
converting to Istam from Backward
Classes (B}, Most Backward Classes
(MBC), Denotified Communities (DNC)
and Seheduled Castes (SC) to obrain
Rackward Class Muslim certificates and
use the State’s 3.5% reservation for BC
Muslims,

The case arose from an applicarion by
a person born inte a Hindu family who
converted to Islam and soughta
certificate as a Muslim Lebbai. TheHigh

DIWG, k’w

The bupu.rm uurl .ll'ﬁrmud that
conchuision, The courts rejected the
assumption that a former caste
classification establishes membership of a
different Muslim community. A person
does not become a Lebbal, Rowther or
Dekkani Muslim merely by converting. A
Jamath may attest o conversion but
cannot conclusively determine eligibility
for a statutory reservation category, A
community certificate records legal
status; it cannot create i,

The State argued that a person who
had enjoved reservation should nat lose
every reservation benefit by converting,
“The concern is und fabile, but the

The Suprere Court recently uphald the Madras High Court's judgment invalidating Tamil Madu Government Order dated March 9, 2024, SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Idenrified exclusively through Hindu caste
names, Ovcupational groups, sects and
communities among non-Hindus may
qualify if constinutional criteria are met,
But the State cannot establish
qualification merely by assigning converts
to an existing Muslim commnl:I[} \\1:houv

the benefits. Thiz was not et good
enough, The State is reported to ]uﬂ said

eastes should not depend on the religlon
their members profess, The

that it had considered the C. i s
views, ing stakeholder engage
andd deli Meither the G

nor the State conducted any empirical
inquiry establishing that converts from
fitferent Hindu classifications shared a

evidence of ora
hasis for a fresh classification.

The Mandal Commission’s indicators
The Second Backward Classes
Commission, chaired by B.E. Mandal,
offers a useful comparison. It used 11
indicators across social, educational and
economic criteria. Social Indicators
carried three points each, educational
indicators two, and economic indicators
one, for a maximum score of 22, s sim

relevant characteristic with the seven
notified Muslim communities.

As deseribed in the judgment, the
recommendation proposed rationalising
BC Muslim certificates lor converts from
specified Hindu classifications, 1t did not
establish the link between a person’s
former classification and bershi

ofa

e dation did not amend the
Orcler; its restriction remains unless
changed through the prescribed
thls-lJ.lll[lutml ProCess.

led by former Chief
Justice oﬂndlaK.G. Balakrishnan,
constituted in October 2022, \l?asmﬂned

| @rders, [ts remit concerns
the cnn&rqurmw of caste-based

particular Muslim community.
A Hindu BC, an MBC member, 4
member of 3 Denotified (.ummunlty and
lask

wits Lo identify it g

combined disadvantage, L slmph

reproduce caste names. The indicators

need not be mechanically applicd o

every later classification. The enduring

principle iz that identification requires a
14 ol el

experience the same dksulvamanc’.’
Grouping them together cannot be
Justified solely because conversion may
afﬁecr their pm‘]ous reservation

il Theq 1on is not whether

method was legally unsm[m:nh'le. The
order grouped persons from 5C, BC, MBC
and DNC classifications, without
demonstrating a common social
characteristic linking them to the seven
notified Muslim e unities. The verdict
rejects automatic fransfer of stans; it
does not, however, declare that Muslims
can never gualify s a backward class,

Two constitutional routes

The Constitution treats Scheduled Caste
status and backward class idendfication
fi Iy, Article 341 the

Caste has often been the principal
organising unit of reservarion. Once a
caste is recognised as backward, an
individual ordinarily proves membership
rather than personal backwardness
afresh, Yet the constitutional purpese is 1o
advance socially and educationally
backward classes, not preserve labels
regardless of present conditions.

A person from a Hindu MBC may face

o 7

the Government acted with benevalent
intent, but whether its means were

e after o
This is distinct from the Tamil Nadu BC
Muslim issue. The SC question arises
I!nder Arlll‘l! 34| Illd lll(u 1950 Order;
bon arises under
Articles IS{-l! and 1644}, and requires
identification of a socially and
educationally backward class under the
State framework, The Mandal, Sachar,
Ranganath Misra and Balakrishnan
exercises illuminate different questions
and cannot substitute for one another.

constitutionally permissible, A way forward
The ruling means that conversion to Isham

The Sachar Committee does not automatically carry forward a
The Sachar Commitiee, constituted in former Hindu BC, MBC or DNC
2005 under Justice | War Sachar, classification into: BG Muslim status, or

social, ignment to a notified Muslim
educational status, Its 2006 report conmunity without i lawful basis for
decumented disadvantage in education, ‘membership, The separate restriction

, andd access to eredi. governing Lt under the 1950 Order

after fon Lo
But the former casle name does
tatlish membership of a Muslim

President wo specify Scheduled Castes;
Article 3452} provides that Parliament
may alter the list by law. Paragraph 3 of
the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950 restricts SC status 10 persons
professing Hinduism, Sikhism or
Buddhism. Under the existing Order,

1o Islam or Christianity does
not preserve S0 status merely because of
former caste identity.

Backward-class identification follows
another route. Articles 15(4) and 16(4)
permit special provisions for socially and
educationally backward classes and for
their adequate representation ||| pnblu

I ity already notified as backward,
Equally, the absence of caste hierrchy as
a religious principle in lslam cannot
prove, without inguiry, that inherited
disadvantage has disappearsd, The State
should identify 3 recognisable group
AMONE COmerts, assess its continuing

nd educational position, and

n why the evidence warrants

its backward-class list.

Article 3424, as
bysmcmmmmnwmm

ally records the fact that
one of the members had nhsemed that for
ion of benefit of J fora

Filth A 1) Ack, 2021,
Sanes’ powwmmmﬂﬁ&mlhu
wmwmmmm

Purposes.
E.u.kw.ud classes need not be

backward class Hindu w islam,
quantifiable data may be collected by the
Governmen! to show how many such
people converted to Islam have availed

HIL report shows why social position
must be examined through evidence
rather than inferred from refigious
identity. It did not establish that Hindu
converts from particular BC or MBC
communities formed a distinct

reming unaffected.

The larger question s u.hv:lher the
Stare should investigate evidence that
converts continue to experience social
mil inherited dlf.'mnnhge or

class \|m1u Farnil leus]’mll work. Nor

nt:
dmnnj, Muslims pmw_ rm.mlu_r\hlp of one
of the seven notified communities.
Religions identiry, caste history,
occupation, lecation, educational
attaimment and representation in public
employment may all be relevant. Their
relationship, however, must be
demonstrated rather than presumed.

Distinet legal inguiries
The National C i

| deprivation. I

automatic transfer does nol L'.:ldb]lsl\ thiat
fresh classification is impassible. Tamil
Nadu could commission an independent
study through its Backward Classes

mltainmtn(. :!p(‘tsn:nla{um in public

employment, social acceptance, and the

experiences of converts from differént

BC, MBC and Denotified Communities.
The inguiry should not treat all

converts as homogeneous. The St

define any proposed class, expl:
Fogen

for
and Linguistlc Minorities, rha!red !:ly
Justice Ranganath Misra, reported in 2007
and recommended delinking SC status
from religion by deleting paragraph 3 of
the 1950 Order. [t argued that the
treatment of historically disadvantaged

hip with existing classifications
and demanstrate that it meers
constitutional criteria.
(K. Kanrtan is a Senior Courtsel and
Mediator, a former judge of the Punjah and
Haryana High Court and Chairman of the
Railway Claims Tribunal, )

an evidence based inquiry

THE GIST

-

The Suprerme Court upheld the
Madras HC judgment
invalidating Tamil Nadu's arder
enabling persons comverting to
Istam from Backward Classes
and Scheduled Castes to
obtain Backward Class Mustim
certificates

-

The Slate argued that & person
whe had enfoyed reservation
should nat lose every benefit
by converting, The concem is
understandable, but the erder
grouped peesens from
MBC and DMC classifications,
without demonstrating a
camman social charactenstic

-

The larger question ls whether
the State should imestigate
evidence that comverts
continie o experience saclal
exclusion and inherited
disachvantage, invalidating
automatic transler does not
establish that fresh
classification is Impossible
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Growing market: People wait for their electric scooters at a vehicle charging and battery

pping station in B

u, SU JAIN

Can India turn retroﬁtment into the next
mobility revolution?

Unlike new EV manufacturing, which rewards scale and centralisation, retrofitment rewards distribution through local workshops, technicians and

entrepreneurship: with the right training, neighbourhood mechanic shops can become certified retrofitters. absorbing the existing workforce

Jaideep Saraswat
Ashish Dokania

or decades, India’s growth story
has been written in a familiar
script: take a technology
invented elsewhere, strip it
down, re-engineer it for cost, and scale it
for the masses. Generic drugs, low-cost
telecom, frugal automobiles are examples
of this approach. It is a script that India
has performed brilliantly. ‘ﬂIﬂ m
India |

There are signs that it already has.
Digital payments existed long before
Unified Payments Interface (UPT), yet UPI
reimagined the entire architecture of a
transaction and created a model good
enough that other countries want to
emulate. Retail existed long belore quick
commerce, vet ten-minute delivery
rewired consumer expectations in a way
no global template had. In both cases,
India moved beyond the familiar script
and engineered a new category of
implementation for existing systems.
These models are suited to India’s
density, informality, and scale. Now, they
are travelling across borders, Mobility
presents a similar opening.

Vehicle retrofitment

Vehicle retrofitment sits at the centre of
the new opportunity. Retrofitment, which
converts an existing petrol or diesel
vehicle into an electric one by replacing
the powertrain, keeps the chassis intact.
It is a useful technical fix, but a genuine

innovation opportunity arises from
everything that needs to be built around it

from diagnostics for legacy vehicles,
battery and power-electronics systems
designed for retrofitted architectures,
calibration software, testing protocols,
safety certification, financing solutions,
installation networks, and a skilled
service workforce. Innovation arises from
moving beyond a single product to
creating an entire operating system for a
new industry, whose definitive version is
not built yet.

India has the raw ingredients to
attempt it: a deep automotive supply
chain, engineering talent that has already
proven itsell in frugal design, a
fast-growing EV sector, credible software
capahilities, and critically, a domestic
market large and varied enough to
pressure-test solutions.

The decentralisation edge

India’s advantage is structural. Unlike new
EV manufacturing, which rewards scale
and centralisation, retrofitment rewards
distribution like local workshops, local
technicians, and local entrepreneurship.
India has already shown what
decentralised infrastructure delivery
looks like dl scale.

Here is the bluep:"ini for whata
| retrofitment ecosystem could look like,

encompassing not a few large factories,
but thousands of certified local centres.
Each centre can convert, service, and
maintain vehicles while generating an
average of at least 20 direct and indirect
jobs.

India’s automotive Beogr raphy is not
(‘onﬁncd o 1l:, metros. |

BATAges,

right standards and iram]ng. th'll existing
workforce can be absorbed, converting
neighbourhood mechanic shops into
certified retrofitters. That proximity
between service providers and vehicle
owners also solves a trust problem that
new technologies always face.

An opportunity for the Global South
The opportunity extends beyond India’s
border. Countries across South Asia,
Southeast Asia, Africa, and Latin America
share the same three conditions that
make retrofitment relevant in India. They
have large fleets of ageing vehicles,
price-sensitive consumers, and ownership
cycles far l:mger L::mp'lred to we‘ll[hu:r

‘meaningfully dent, since new vehicles
mﬁm only a fraction of the fleet each
— Retrofitment offers these countries a

faster and cheaper route to displacing
that fuel bill using vehicles already on

their roads.

This is precisely the shape of
opportunity UPL has already proven India
can capture. UPHinked payments are
now live in eight countries, and India has
signed digital-infrastructure cooperation
agreements with 23 more. This was
realised not because India sold a
payments app, but because it exported a
replicable model and an implementation
playbook that other countries could adapt
to.

Retrofitment could follow the same arc.
If India builds the certification standards,
financing models, safety protocols, and
training pipelines for retrofitment near
home, and at scale, it will have effectively
built an exportable system,

Other nations with similar vehicle fleets
and fuel-import pressures would rally
behind it.

None of this happens by accident. It
requires India to treat retrofitment, not as
a stopgap measure o be tolerated until
new EVs become universally affordable,
but as a genuine innovation category to be
engineered deliberately. India has the
right pieces, the engineering talent, the
manufacturing base, the technician
networks, and the domestic testing
ground. Now it needs the intent to bring
these pieces together for retrofitment at
the scale of PMSGY.

(Jaideep Saraswat is the Associate Director
af the Clean Power, Electric Mobility &
Emerging Technologies vertical at Vasudha
Foundation. Ashish Dokania is the CEO of
Green Tiger Mobility Private Limited. The
authors declare no competing interest.)
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Rubio inJamnagar, and achanging
map of the new dlplomacy

Q
ol B
RAJAMANDALA

BY C RAJAa MoHAN

" The mlaliuub]up-bé[wf:u;l American
business and foreign policy was captured
mthc' adage “what L':,.,ﬂﬂ(‘l forGeneral Mo-

[1010Iu.,t‘[u(.‘i_llp.lt‘slll€{_0ﬂl anding posi-
tion it encedid, but the principle remains
relevant. American finanee and rechnol-
ogy companies loom large in US foreign
policy today.

The House of Morgan's invelvement in
the geopolitics of the early 20th century en-

duresin a different form today, The CEQ of

l,iL‘nmﬂnlc the new tech hrosof Silicon Val
levh isegreat influencein
25t c.w]lurywur]dwllmb.wm}-

eered thisapproach

companiesinthel7th centry Tod-n, F‘um
pean governments work closely with their
companies to win markets and contracts,
China’s "oo out” policy since the late 19903
has encouraged Chinese firms to expand
overseas, extending Beijing’s economic
reach and political influence,

The sight of Mukesh Ambani alongside
world leaders might seemunusual to Indian
1udlmm Bur it mﬂm»thuclt[n\.mnnn nt‘

mrmwm

Delhil) and met Prime Minister Narendra
.\!ud] I|'.IEI'E.' He eng..@ed with Indian busi-
producers on film production partnerships
with British studios. Where Indian capital
commands scale or possesses a distinctive
advantage, it increasingly becomes pant of
the diplomatic equation,

Ar Jamnagar, thar advaniage lies in the
old economy of hydrocarbons. The world's
largest relining complex can process differ-
ent grades of crude oil and supply refined
products to markets across the globe, Re-
liance is a major crude importer
and an important exporter of die-
sel, aviation fuel and other petro-
leum products. Its commercial
decisions connect oil producers
witheonsumersthousandsofkilo-

MELTEs away. Jamnagar's impor-
tance wn since Russias in-

d struckch

calculations into an asset for

India-US relations

eRussian
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, The Biden ad-
ministration sought to limit Moscow's rev-
enues through a price cap, recognising that
shutting out Bussian ofl would destabilise
global enengy markets,
Donald Trump reversed course,

businesses, too, have been important
panuemmuvermu.uu,Lu.‘lmsthﬂh.u]lwsm

th i tionsono of Rus-
sian oil as part of his pressure 2 .cncs 1o pro-
mote peace in Ukraine, THE

L Asturmoil in energy
markets began toaffect American domestic
polities, Washington had w make a U-tum
again, It eased some restrictions on Iranian
oilandsubsequently on Russian oil exports.
Trump is now exploring bilateral energy
dealswith Russia as part of his renewed eut
reach to President Viadimir Putin,

Jamnagar hasbeen atthecentreofthese
shifting currents in oil politics. Tts ability to
swirchsuppliers and redirect products across
marketsdemonstratesthevalueofasophis
ticated refiner with global reach. As Wash-
ington gained control ever Venezuelan oil
exports, Jamnagar emerged as a preferred
destination for the country’s heavy crude.
Reliance’s eng; gagement wi ||:h the US is 2 50

Reliance offers a substantial
private-sector partner, The
question is how Defhi can turn
the company’s growing
importance in American

tantial pn-

mu:-secton:annw Thequestionis
Company’s

elat with Washington ﬁmr ;
S&Gﬁﬁﬂmh&mﬂ ‘S!.]ji,portll'l

19908, Beijing, meanwhile, ]t.lslun.,, lLl[L‘d
onAmerican busi ahelpmod 1en-
sionswith Washingron.

The international system has never
been shaped by states alone. Capital and
technology have long influenced the
choices available to governments. Capital
cannot replace the state as the principal
actor Ininternational relations, butitis be:
coming an increasingly important part of
the diplomatic process around the world.
Sensible states prevent the excessive con-
centration of capital at home and set the
terms for its global role, As Indian com
panies acquire the scale to operate across
borders and navigate geopolitical turbu-
lence, they will become more consequential
actors in India’s external relations.

Rubio’s visil to Jamnagar is 4 reminder
that understanding contemporary Indian
foreim policy requires abetterappreciation
ofthe intricate and inseparable relations be-
tweencapitalismand modem international
relations. That, in turn, means tempering
Delhi’s abstruse foreign policy debates with
Mumbai’scommercial logicand Bengaluru'’s
technological imperative.

The writer is a contributing editor on

USrelations.
Businesshasplayed arolein n-
diandiplomacy before, The Hindu-

affairs for The Indian Express.

He s professor and director at the Motwani
Jadeja Instinte of Amievican Studies,
Jdindal Global University, Delhi
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* ECONOMICS

The economicmess at the
heart of France’s protests

Ubrr MisrA

FRANCE, EURDPE'S sécond largest econi-
omy and one of the five permanent
members of the United Nations Security
Coungeil, isbur
leashed some of the worst
vandalism in French history.
President Emmanuel Macron, who
seemed to have been taken by surprise,
condemned lhe v:olence :md urged calm

R

The prmeus that started more than a
month ago with students demanding
better condirions in schools have morphed
into bigzer calls for better living conditions,

Tobe sure, street protests, often violent,
happen regularly encugh to be viewed
more as a feature of the French Republic
thana bug. It is noteworthy that this is the
case even though France has one of the
most centralised governments anywhere
in the world, with the national povernment
holding much of the power,

The scale of the violence, however, has
leftboth policymakers and observers around
the world stunned, What's more, with the
next presidential elections just six months
away, and a country that looks deeply di-
vided between far-right and far-left political
views, the apprehension is that these pro-
tests and violence may happenagain,

There are two ways o look at this crisis
in France.

The people’s concerns

From the perspective of the protestors,
there are concerns about the high cost of
living, which s, inturn, ashorthand forthe
combined effect o high and persistent in-
flation, high unemployment, inadequate
wage increase. and insufficient support
from the government for the welfare state,

Data from International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Weak growth, high debt, joblessness

and a welfare state that is not working

= KEY ECONOMIC INDICATORS: HOW FRANCE MATCHES UP TO ITS PEERS
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shows that while inflation hasn't been as
high in France as it has been among its
peers— German ain, LUK, Italy, Greece
and the US — it is the weak economic
erowth and high unemployiment that have
been the real causes of worry.

The IME just revised downwards the
prowth rates for 2026 and 2027 toas low as
M%andamrasmcduely

pletely faltered since the beni Financial

Crisis of 2008, and this has had its impact

o per capita incomes, In 2008, forinstance,

France" per capita GDPms Ms:rsq, In
2 8. That'sar

prising that the public will grow restlessand
demand more staté support,

The other side of weak growth is high
unemployment. Overall inemployment is
arourd 8% bur among the youth it shoats
uptoalmost 208, The picture iseven more
bleak among migrants coming from Africa.
Daraon wages also paints asimilar picture
with France lagging behind its peers.

The central
problem
Overthe decades,
the French have
gotusedtoan
expansive
wellare state.
®

But since the
Global Finaneial
Crisis of 2008,
France's growth
has not kept pace
withits
ambitions of
wellare.

Thegovernment’s concerns

From the perspective of the govern-
ment. the picture is equally dire but the
variablesare dilerent. Thehvuchw

hasbeen't

Making matters worse is a stagnant
economy. Thanks to a lack of growth, the
French government does not haveenotgh
tax revenues (o support the welfare de-
mands of the public. That, inturn, forces it
to borrow more. B8 UHINES Stand, the
French government is already the over-
whelming player in the French economy,
accounting for abour 57% of the GDP.

Unsurprisingly, investors are demand-
ingahigher rateof return for lending money
tothe Frenchgovernment. THEVIeIAS SR 10-
year bonds by the French government ate
now close to the 5% mark. Not only isthis
‘much higher than the recent past, it is also
higher than many Earopean peers such as

out for the young; France’s problems
are many and solutions are not easy

Greede and Italy that were until a decade
ago, the real problem economies.

Now France, instead of being a large,
stable economy in Europe, is fast heading
towards a possible debr crisis of its own.
Thar's because lts borrowing costs are spik-
ing just as its overall debr has reached un-
comicriable levels. Asaresult, the govem-
ment has to now shell out more and more
money each year fromits budget just to pay
the interest on past loans.

It is also noteworthy that investors are
taking into account the political instability
in France (reflected in the rising bond
yields). President Macron is becoming in-
creasingly ineffective, and most future
presidential candidates are deeply polaris-
ing fligures. Political instability isatell-tale
signthat the reforms needed tocourse-cor-
Tect may not happen in a hurry.

Adifficult solution
The charred remains of town halls,
looted high-street shops and images of po-
lice cracking down may sugeest an econ-
omy performing far worse than what the
data shows. Asthings stand, France is still
nat whemeece or Haly were during the
debr crisisin the early
20108, However, it will be there if it doesn't
take wm‘(‘liw: action.

" Given its inability to grow fast. I‘mm.e
needs a two-pronged .||_|pru.|Lh One, re-
form its economy to unleash a new wave
of growth, A government-dominated
economy is not delivering growth at the
moment,

Two, cut down on excessive expendi-
ture, For instance, thanks to the welfare
guaraniees on health and pensions aswell
as the demographic change (read ageing),
France is looking at a scenario where a
growing number of old will be dependent
on the taxes levied on a relatively smaller
number of young workers. Efforts ro raise
the retirgment age — thussaving the ougo
on pensions — have been thwarted.

Inshott, France hasto figure our a way
togrow fast toavoid a deby erisis, and while
iteries todothat, it must control welfare ex-
penses; Otherwise, itis setto receive more
rude shocks.,
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A piece of Mars’s moon: Why Japan has sent a mission to Phobos

Arav Shah
New Delhi, October 20

turn sa amoon :
why isthe mission interested in exploring
the moons instead of the red planet itself?

First, why do scientists want to study
the moons of Mars?

Phobos and Deimos were first dis-
covered by the American astronomer
Asaph Hall in 1877, These two moons have
held the interest of th nitific commu-
nity because theirs origins are not vet dis-
covered, There are, however, twotheories,
according to NASA.

The first explanation proposes that both
mieons are relics of asteroids that were cap-

tured by the gravitational pull of the planet.
The irregular shapes of the two, combined
with certain surface characteristics, make
thistheory a possibility. Butcapturingaster-
oids into stable orbit around a planet is no
simple task. Scientists are also yert to estab-
lish whether it explains the movement of’
bath moonsand theirother characteristics.

The other working theory states that
both moons were formed duetoa collision
of a large celes body or asteroid into
Mars. As debris wasejected intothe planet’s
orbit, it came together over time to form
both moans, Should this explanation turn
out to be correct, the composition of the
moons may reveal clues about Mars itself,

Mars’ gravity makes landing on the
planet and returning samples a challenge.,
Phobos, however, has much weaker gravity.

How is the mission expected to

Mars around

2031 Following it i
enterquasi-satellite orbit around Phobos,
“This will allow it to remain close to the
moonwhile conductingobservationsofits
topography and chemical composition.
These details shall also help scientists de-
termine a suitable landing spot.

Mission
specs

® The MMX mission
iscarrying 13 scien-
tific instruments,
including cameras,
spectrometers and
devices to measure
the surface and com
position of the Mar-
tianmoon Phobos,

® Oneofits key com-
ponents isthe [DEFIX
rover, developed
jaintly by GNES
{France) and the DLR
(Germany). The main
craftwill deploy the
raver on Phobos
befare it lands.

The Japanese rocket carrying the MMX
mission takes off Tuesday. a»

Thespacecrait is made upofthree main
maodules — propulsion, exploration (a
rover)and sample retum — which will sup-
port the joumey 1o Mars, surface operations
and eventual return to Earth. The mission
also plans toobserve Deimosduring aflyby,
MAMX will test technologies needed for fu-
ture round-trip missions to the Marti
tem, including autonomous na
and landing in extremely weak pra

Why does it matter?
The MMX mission comesatatime when
major space powers are looking to develop

their capabilities for planetary exploration.
Importantly, the mission shall help assess
whether Phobos may be able to serve asa
staging point for crewed missions to Mars.
Irsweak gravity meansthat landing and tak-
ingoff from the moon requires a fractionof
the fuel needed for adescent on Mars,

manyl, and | lian Space Agency,
The allows nations to share the cost of in-
novation while advancing shared goals. In
fact, NASA's Mars sample-renurn mission
— aimed at bringing back surface soil de-
posits from the planet — was scrapped ear-
lier this year by US Congressional budget
action which dictates federal spending.

Japan is, “climbing a ladder that helps
position the nation as one of the leadersin
planetaryexploration,” Raosaid, “It {Japan)
isalready known forexpertisein sample-re-
nirn missions. It is now signalling thar it is
oneofthescientific grear powers which be-
longsat the proverbial table”.




