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he news that South African jurist Navi

Pillay is the recipient of the 2026 Nobel

‘Peace Prize could not have come at a
better time for those agonisingly disconcerted by
global apathy towards international law. At a time
when international law is being battered by
powerful, authoritarian men, drunk on power
and willing to go to any lengths to pursue their
imperialistic designs, the Nobel Commiittee has
unequivocally signalled that international law
matters. The real question, however, is what kind
of international law matters,

Multiple narratives shape international law.
One key narrative, as mentioned, is that vital
tenets of international law, such as prohibiting
the use of force in international relations, have
been completely shredded, with multiple wars
raging. Likewise, with rising authoritarianism,
there has been a precipitous waning in
compliance with international human rights law
and an increase in the commission of war crimes
and crimes against humanity.

While the normative decline of international
law has been going on for quite some time, the
fall has been precipitous in recent years,
accompanied by utter disdain for universally
accepted international norms. This Seornfiil

create a new normative order. Thus, while
authoritarian leaders attacking the fundamental
tenets of international law might give the
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The struggle to preserve a fair international law

impression that they are hollowing it out, the
more nuanced picture is that authoritarians are
retooling international law to pursue their
objectives. As Ginsburg, Shirley Scott and others
argue, the liberal international law order that

emerged after the Second World War and which
intensified after the end of the Cold War was a
product of what democratic states did on the
international plane.

Although the liberal international law order’s
democratic credentials can always be questioned,
civil, political and human rights were
institutionalised and made part of its operating
system. Countries created international
organisations (10s) to which they delegated
significant powers, accompanied by high
judicialisation — the creation of international
courts and tribunals to settle disputes.

A scant respect for rights
With the rise of authoritarianism, including in
liberal democracies, the fundamental nature of
the liberal international legal order is being
altered or, as Anne Applebaum argues, its
g system is changing. Authoritarian
states view international law as a tool for
coordinating regime survival. Respect for civil,
political and human rights, and holding executive
power accountable for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, has little place in the
authoritarian international legal order. Innovative
uses of the age-old concept of sovereignty are
another key feature. While developing countries
often invoke sovereignty to shape international
legal norms to serve their aspirations, today,
sovereignty seems to be the cloak aimed at
shielding authoritarian regimes’ excesses from
international scrutiny. Israel’s systematic
rejection of reports by UN human rights bodies
that chide it for human rights violations, on the
grounds that they interfere in its sovereign affairs,
is a case in point.

Creating weak 10s with limited independent

powers is another key feature of authoritarian
international law. Once created, an 10 takes on a
life of its own, and member-states should not be
able to control on a whim. This, however, does
not suit authoritarian states, which want to retain
maximum power while delegating as little as
possible to 105, The Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation is a case in point. A preference for
negotiation or quasi-judicial mechanisms to
resolve disputes, rather than faith in third-party
international adjudication, is also a pivotal
attribute of authoritarian inter, n.mon:nl law. The

recent backlash againstin Couitts, such
as the International Criminal Court, is an
example.

The need for a fightback

The kind of international law that Ms. Pillay
represents is what most authoritarian regimes
despise. The clearest example of this is Israel's
condemnation of the Nobel prize, saying that the
Nobel Committee has awarded the prize to the
“greatest lie” of the 215t century. Israel was
referring to Ms. Pillay’s role as the Chair of the
UN's Ind et TR teRs Gl O tsiowof
Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
which concluded that Israel has committed
genocide in Gaza.

Rather than serving merely as a tool for
extending a regime’s influence and values beyond
its borders, the kind of international law that Ms.
Pillay represents has a thicker coneeption of the
rule of law, laced with values of equality, fairness,
accountability and making the individual a
subject of international law. Authoritarian
regimes cannot be expected to develop a fair
international legal order }'}J’t‘ml‘i(_d on justice.

resistance |
way for a liberal and fair international law.

The views expressed are personal
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in dire straits

s if the simmering trouble in the Strait

of Hormuz were not bad enough, Saudi

AArabia has lately been embroiled in an

intensifying conflict at the Bab
al-Mandeb Strait as well. West Asia’s largest
economy and the world’s eighth-largest defence
spender is no pushover. Yet, the simultaneous
constrictions at its two vital chokepoints pose an
unprecedented challenge to the Kingdom,
already grappling with an economic downturn at
home and shifting alliances abroad. The evolving
situation may be the toughest test yet for
Mohammed bin Salman (MbS), Saudi Crown
Prince and Prime Minister, although existential
alarms seem overblown. The high-stakes crisis
could have profound domestic, regional and
global consequences for geopolitics, energy and
global trade. A granular analysis of its causes and
ramifications is called for.

An old confflict, slanted reportage

Despite media saturation with related
developments, the coverage is often myopic and
slanted, perpetuating several myths that need
either debunking or proper nuancing.
Historically, the Saudi-Al-Houthi conflict is nearly
a century old. Saudi King Ibn Saud's forces
defeated Yemeni Imam Yahya's tribal fighters in
1934, compelling the latter to cede three
provinces in the Asir region under the Treaty of
Taif. Although a bilateral border was demarcated
in 2000, many Yemeni nationalists still question
its finality.

Second, until 1990, Yemenis did not need visas
to travel to and work in Saudi Arabia, leading
millions to migrate to the booming oil economy.
A significant number of Saudi nationals,
particularly in the Hijaz and Asir regions, still
have Yemeni ancestry, the most egregious
example being al-Qaeda founder Osama bin
Laden.

Third, sectarian differences sharpen the
divisions: while Saudis are predominantly
‘Wahhabi Sunnis, al-Houthis are mostly Zaydis, a
five-worshipping Shia sect. Al-Houthis constitute
around a third of Yemen'’s total population, with
the rest being Sunnis. This sectarian divide
underlies the vicious 12-year-old Yemeni civil war
— Saudi Arabia supports anti-Houthi Sunni
factions and accuses al-Houthis of attacking
Islam’s holiest cities.

Fourth, although al-Houthis have strong ties
with Iran, describing the relationship as a proxy
arrangement is an oversimplification, as it gives
insufficient weight to their Arab identity.
Al-Houthis remained inactive during the two
recent United States-Iran wars. i contrast, when
Israel attacked Hamas and Hezbollah in 202324,
al-Houthis were the only Arab side to wade into
hostilities, launching missile and drone attacks

and Israeli airstrikes. Rather than supporting
al-Houthis, Iran recently offered to mediate
between Riyadh and Sana’a. Similarly, al-Houthis
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have reportedly promised not to attack U.S. and
Israeli assets unless in retaliation, causing U.S.
President Donald Trump to vacillate over MbS’s
call for support. Arguably, the al-Houthis’
successful closure of the Bab al-Mandeb Strait set
a precedent for Iranian action in the Strait of
Hormuz 18 months later.

Last but not least, the media has also been
silent on al-Houthis’ rationale for air and naval
attacks against Saudi Arabia: retaliation for the
Kingdom’s decade-old air and sea blockade
against them.

Similar myths are percolating about navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz and need to be
challenged. A 70% rise in global oil prices belies
loud and repeated claims that oil and gas flows
from the Gulf are near normal. Truth has been
collateral damage in Trumpian hyperbole to ‘talk
down’ U.S. pump prices ahead of crucial
congressional midterm elections.

Second, Iran has been inconsistent about its
self-appointed role as the ‘supervisor’ of Hormuz
traffic. After turning a blind eye to the
U.S.-protected stealthy oil shuttle for weeks, it has
stepped up attacks on tankers. This has raised
suspicions that Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
initially entered into an informal tolling
arrangement with some Gulf oil exporters.
However, Tehran has now decided to restrict
supplies to keep oil prices high until the U.S.
midterm elections.

Lastly, why has Pakistan, credited with the
June 17 Islamabad Memorandum, been sidelined
from a peacemaking role, even as Qatar, Iraq and
even Moscow are being requisitioned? Some
reports indicate that Mr. Trump has quietly
demoted [slamabad as a go-between, with [ran
blaming Pakistani diplomacy for being either
gullible or complicit in selling him a document
tilted in Iran’s favour.

The Iran-Houthi pincer
Riyadh has long perceived Tehran as a
geopolitical and sectarian rival and sought to
resist its influence in West Asia. It remains deeply
suspicious of the Iran-backed “Axis of Resistance”
of non-state actors in general, and al-Houthi
militias in particular. The Kingdom aims to keep
Yemen as a weak but not dysfunctional state.
Yemenis, on the other hand, chafe at Saudi
interference and nurse their historic grievances
against Riyadh.

These smouldering tensions, kept in check by
a tenuous ceasefire since 2022, exploded in July
2026. In September, in a sudden escalation, the
al-Houthi militia occupied coastal plains along the
Red Sea, positioning themselves more
strategically at the Bab al-Mandeb chokepoint,
menacing nearly 12% of global maritime traffic.
The Saudi-led coalition’s recent counteroffensive
has rekindled the fighting, with a strong Saudi
bombing campaign. The al-Houthi militia
retaliated by launching missiles and drones at
strategic Saudi targets, including Riyadh airport
and Aramco headquarters, denting Saudi Arabia’s

image as a safe and stable country. This is the first
time in 35 years that the Kingdom'’s cities have
come under sustained attack. Iran’s blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz, the al-Houthi threat to
Saudi-linked maritime activity, and the disruption
of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline, allegedly by Imql
Shia militias, have created a worst-case scenario
for Saudi Arabia, jeopardising its vital oil exports,
to Asia.

The Saudis have no good options for
untangling this unprecedented Iran-Houthi
pincer. Despite an $83 billion defence budget,
Riyadh lacks the military heft to dislodge the
al-Houthis from their mountainous perches by a
ground offensive. The offensive by its local
Yemeni allies has bogged down into a war of
attrition. Pro-Saudi stakeholders, such as the
White House and the partners to the Makkah
Agreemem, have responded with tokenism,

d d by Yemen's rep asa
graveyard of foreign interventions s and the
prospects of the Bab al-Mandeb Strait being
blocked again. The only other viable strategy,
therefore, is to negotiate a package of measures
to de-escalate tensions, lift mutual air and
maritime blockades, and negotiate a truce based
on the 2022 ceasefire. From Riyadh’s perspective,
the risks would include a loss of prestige both
domestically and regionally, the possible collapse
of Yemen’s fractious “internationally recognised
government”, and the consolidation of the
Tehran-Sana'a axis.

An expeditious resolution of the Yemeni crisis
is a Saudi priority, as it would help insulate the
Kingdom from the fallout of the next round of
U.S.-Iran conflict, which could follow the U.S.
midterm elections. Iran has made no secret of its
intention to retaliate for American attacks on its
civilian infrastructure by hitting the Gulf Arab
states acting as the U.S. accomplices. In the past,
Riyadh has been privately inconsistent on this
issue, advising Washington to clobber Iran until
regime change at one time, and also cautioning it
about the potential blowback against Saudi
Arabia’s vulnerabilities. Unless the current fracas
with Yemen is sorted out, Saudi Arabia may have
to face attacks from Iran as well as the al-Houthis.

The stakes for India

Although India has avoided any direct
entanglement at the two maritime chokepoints in
the Arabian Peninsula, it is not immune from the
impact. Beyond the ongoing economic losses and
related supply disruptions from interrupted
trade, high oil, gas and fertiliser prices, India
needs to look after the safety and well-being of
nine million of its citizens currently resident in
the Gulf. Tt is worth recalling that in 1990:91, the
huge expense involved in repatriating 1,60,000
Indians from Kuwait precipitated the economic
crisis, forcing the country to pledge its sovereign
gold for the first time. While India is much
stronger today, it remains sobering to note that
the number of Indians living in the Gulf now
exceeds that figure by more than 50 times.
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Why sensitive legal language matters

August 2026

Handbook on hidgments
and Gender also advocates
sensitivity in judicial

larguage and practice.
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L.'nl'urtu:mte]y, mch steps
continue to remain limired
and context-specific, rather
than becoming widespread
Juedicial initiatives.

For every instance of the
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empathy, multiple instances
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have clearly not been very
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uheast Asia,
What will be done
differently this time?

Diealing with insensitivity
The answer, perhaps, lies in
the way shown by Justice
Lalitha in truly engaging
with what judicial
msensitivity means, and
why it matters. At hirst
glance, her statement that
‘no parent is a visitor in the
life of a child” could be
taken as a simple, universal
fact. The parent’s gender
does not really make a
difference when it comes ta
not being a ‘visitor'. The
truth, however, goes back —
as all things do — o
parriarchal expectations.
The general assumption is
that mothers are the more
natural parents. The
immediate parenting
responsibility is thrust upon
them in child custody cases.
“This is again linked with
gendered parenting norms,
such as the idea that
mathers ‘take care’ while
fathers ‘babysit’ their
children, particularly in the

Indian social context where
women are still
overwhelmingly the
primary caregivers at home,

The powerful reminder
that fathers, then, are not
merely “visitors® bur must
also be cast as active parents
beyond the payrment of
maintenance understands
that judicial sensitivity Is nod
just a matter of swapping
one problematic term for
another slightly less
problematic term. Words
have meanings which
cannot be separated from
their social contexts, and
change will come forth only
when we are willing 1o
recognise and confront
them. This is what the
Femindst judgments Project
aims to do. Sensitivity
cannol be brought in by
memorising amd using
apecific terminology. The
aim should be 0 examine
underlying assumptions and
identify areas where a
leemimist gacee would
confront these biases and
lead 1o a different
conclusion, upholding
substantive equality.

This requires meaningful
representation of women
and acher diverse
communities on the Bench
in order to proactively
identify areas where
seermingly neutral terms
cover up stark insensitvicy.
Aptention maist also be paid
1o imsensitivity that can slip
through other contexts: for
example, well-intentioned
efforts to provide acoess to
persons with disabilities
which nevertheless
continue to dismiss dignity
and individuality, or gaps in
understanding caste or
tribal socio-historical
realities. The judiciary's
angoing conversations on
sensitive language must
contextualise these, delve
deeper, and dismantle
structural societal barriers.
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Unlocking agri-potential of FRA lands

or millions of

forest-dwelling

communities,

securing rights
over land is a vital
milestone. For a tribal
household, a parcel of land
can mean much more than
just a legal right. It can be
the foundation of livelihood
security — provided that
conducive conditions exist
to make the land productive
and sustainable.

While the Forest Rights
Act (FRA), 2006, has
strengthened land and
livelihood rights of millions
of tribals and forest-dwelling
communities, the next step
is to complement these
rights with sustainable
agriculture practices,
improved soil and water
management, institutional
support, and market access.

Oilseed and pulses can
play a significant role in
unlocking the productive
potential of FRA-recognised
lands. Promoting the
cultivation of these crops
can turn these lands into
more productive and
remunerative livelihood
assets, while simultaneously
strengthening domestic
supplies and helping reduce
India’s import dependence.
The adaptability of pulses
and oilseeds to rain-fed and
marginal lands make them a
suitable choice to improve
agricultural productivity
and promote
climate-resilient agriculture.

The geographical spread
of tribal districts across 33
States and Union Territories
reflects ecological and
socio-economic diversity.
These regions also differ in
sefttlement patterns,
resource availability and
agricultural potential,
underscoring the
importance of approaches
that are responsive to local
conditions and
development priorities. An
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While the Forest
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analysis based on the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQ) soil map
suggests that several tribal
regions are well suited to
crops such as soybean,
groundnut, sunflower,
mustard, chickpea and other
pulses. Further, a State-wise
cropping pattern analysis
shows considerable diversity
across fribal regions: paddy
and maize dominate the
Kharif season, while wheat,
gram, mustard, lentil and
other pulses are important
Rabi crops.

Regional crops namely
millets, soybean, cotton,
groundnut, sesame, spices,
and horticulture crop further
reflect local agro-ecological
conditions, offering scope for
sustainable diversification of
oilseed and pulse cultivation
on FRA lands.

Scoping the country

The analysis also found that
out of 244 tribal districts, 60/
districts have major oilseed
production potential, 31 have
strong pulse production
potential, while 23 districts
possess favourable
conditions for the cultivation
of both pulses and oilseeds.
Such a spatial alignment of
FRA lands with agricultural
potential suggests that one
needs targeted interventions
to expand sustainable pulse
and oilseed cultivation in
these regions. Expanding
access to quality seeds and
improved varieties,
improving the soil moisture
regime, and scientific crop
management can strengthen
pulse and oilseed
production, with potential
benefits for farm incomes,
nutrition and livelihood
resilience. Integrating these
measures with FRA land
development can make tribal
development more resilient
and simultaneously
strengthen national food
security and improve tribal

livelihoods, particularly
since many tribal districts
overlap with aspirational
districts.

A region-specific strategy
could be adopted to help
develop oilseed and pulse
production clusters on FRA
lands in high-potential tribal
districts. Priority measures
could include timely and
adequate access to certified
seeds, improved irrigation
and watershed management
and stronger agri-extension.
Further, investments in
local drying, storage,
grading and primary
processing infrastructure
can reduce post-harvest
losses and improve value
realisation. Empowered and
stronger farmer producer
organisations, cooperatives,
selfhelp groups and other
community institutions in
and around tribal regions
can facilitate aggregation,
value addition and market
access. Convergence with
programmes such as the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana, National
Food Security and Nutrition
Mission, National Mission
on Edible Oils, Pradhan
Mantri Annadata Aay
Sanrakshan Abhivan and
Van Dhan Yojana can
broaden institutional
support. G15-based crop
planning, together with
improved institutional
credit, crop insurance and
assured procurement carn
strengthen the overall
marketing ecosystem.

The journey from forest
rights to livelihood security
does not end with land
recognition; it begins from
there. The productive
potential of FRA lands can
be strengthened by aligning
local agro-ecological
conditions with suitable
pulses and oilseeds and
providing the support
needed to cultivate and
market them effectively.
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Drug prices: overcharging claims of X8447 crore remain unpaid

DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani

: Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta gues-
tioned why similar restrictions
could not be extended to other
medicines and medical products.
Citing steep differences between
the prices at which products were
supplied and those charged to pa-
tients, the court asked the govern-
ment to work out broader mea-
sures for regulating medicine
prices, The matter is scheduled to
be heard again on October 27.

While high trade marging are
not necessarily illegal, overcharg-
ing beyond regulated prices vio-
lates the Drugs (Prices Control) Or-
ders (DPCO), which governs
medicine pricing in India. Both,
however, raise questions about the
costs borne by patients.

The National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA), the go-
vernment's drug-price regulator,
conti [0 pursue compani
er past cases of overcharging. Alth
ough established in 1997, the
NPPA's records cover cases dating

i The scale of the issue
matters because medicines make
up 4 significant share of household

hospitalisation costs. |

68, In urban areas, the average
was 16,948 out of 46,774, or

The outstanding amount accounts for about

about one-seventh (Chart 1).

The outstanding amount is
more than five times the amount
realised and aceounts for about
84% of the cumulative demand.
Moreover, these figures cover only
cases in which the NPPA has raised
demands against companies for
overcharging. They do notinclude
cases that may have gone unde-
tected or have not been pursued
by the regulator. The NPPA's year-
wise data show that the number of
cases has varied considerably bet-
ween 200910 and 202526, The
highest count in this period was
268 cases in 201516, followed by
224 in 201718, The number fell to
38 in 2020-21 before rising to 148 in
202223, In 2025-26, the regulator
recorded 133 cases (Chart 2).

| 3 ¢ total outstanding
amaount, more than $5,800 crore is
tiedd up in litigation. 3
=

imparram]gf, recovering money
from pharmaceutical companies is
distinct from compensating pa-

Aimount o However,
the NPPA accepts complaints from
consumers about medicine over-
pricing, shortages, new drugs be-
ing sold without prior price appro-
val, and refusal to supply or sell
medicines. The regulator takes ac-
tion where warranted.

% of the cumulative demand

Abitter pill
to swallow

The data for the charts were
sourced fram the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA] and NS5
Report no. 556 Household
Social Consumption: Health
{2025) by the Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation

CHART 1: The break-up of average medical expenditure
{2) {excluding childbirth} per hospitalisation case by its
companent acrass medical institutions in rural and urban
areas during 2025
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CHART 2: Number of svercharging cases recarded by the
NPPA aach financiad year, from 2009-10 to 2025-26
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CHART 3: Amount outstanding and amount realised
against demands raised by the NPEA for each financial year
cohort, fram 2009-10 to 2025-26 (¥ crore). Recoveries may
oocurin years subsequent to the demand

Amount reaficed against demand of the year
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CHART &: Break-up of the NPPA's sutstanding overcharg:
ing dues by status as of March 31, 2026 {2 crore)
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EXPLAINER
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8. space tycoon Elon Musk
recently throttled the
military-grade Starshield
network provided by his
company SpaceX to Ukraine in retaliation
for Ukraine’s attacks on Russian oil
infrustructure, The Wail Street Journal has
reported. Musk’s actions are not without
precedent - with a similar move in 2022
(although SpaceX disputed media reports)
— but his most recent transgression
should put other eountries still using or
planning to use his services on alert.

Tl ncludes India. The Indian
government and industry have thus far
resisted Starlink’s entry. Musk is unhappy
and likely to keep pushing, On the flip
side, quite a bit of India’s critical
infrastructure is exposed to services
provided by other foreign operators. They
have acted lawfully so far, but the country
still retains strong incentives to substinute
them with homegrown allernatives.

The worst possible outicome on the
spectrum of possibilities vis-a-vis India is
for a foreign operator to directly restrict a
continuing service, Two other possibilities
include forcign-controlled platforms
disrupting access to an otherwise Indian
system and a foreign supplier
non-abruptly degrading India’s ability to
sustain important capabilities.

Satellite communications
The Indian government has currently
Ticensed th jies to provide

STARLINK

The Indian gavernment and industry have thus far resisted Starlinks entry; Elon Musk is unhappy and likely to keep pushing. EuTERS

satellites o provide position and
navigation services over the Indian
inent the same way the U.S. GPS

satellite communications services:
Starlink, the Indian subsidiary of Eutclsat
OneWeb, and Jio Satellite
Communications. As of October 16, none
had received the security clearance they
need to offer broadband services
provided by commercial satellites

Musk’s SpaceX controls Starlink and
retains the ability to manage its network
and restrict services (il needed). Eutelsat
OneWeb is backed by the governments of
European countries and its satellite
nerwork is effectively controlled by the
continental bloc. The Bharti group has
invested in it to the tune of 26%.

The French company Butelsat operates
the Furelsat OneWeb satellite networl, in
which the French government holds a
29,65% stake, the British government
10.89%, and Bharti Space I7.88%. Bharii
Airtel also separately owns 26% of
OneWeb's Indian subsidiary.

Finally, Jio Platforms and the

based ¢ icati

system does around the world,

On July 29 this year, Minister of State
for the Department of Space Jitendra
Singh admitted in Parliament that only
three NaviC satellites are at present able
to provide positioning, navigation, and
timing (PNT) signals, i.e., that the
constellation currently can’t provide
standalone positioning services, At least
four satellites are required for this
purpose,

The U.S. discontinued its policy to be
able to deliberately degrade global civilian
GPS accuracy in 2000 and committed to
not reinstating that mechanism. However,
it relains the ability (o deny PNT services
Tor military purposes over specific areas.

A less-than-direct but nonetheless
important reason India hasn't been able
tor maintain NavIC's functional integrit

Outposts need a connection to an AWS
regional control system for monitoring
and software updates, meaning it's
possible the arrangement will continue to
leave Indian physical infrastructure
exposed t0 4 management service
controlled by foreign operators.

In the cloud-computing as in the
satellite services domain, while the
providers” actions are constrained by
contracts and Indian law, the services
they deliver technically depend on their
syslems.

Finally, experts have also called to
increase adoption of open-source
software, including operating systems.
The Union government’s 2015 policy
already made open-source software the
preferred option for e-governance
projects. TReCEntre for D oF

payment and correspondent banking
networks that involve foreign institutions.
This is why, [or instance, the European
Union decided in 2022 to disconnect
select Russian banks from the SWIET
transaction messaging network,
significantly upsetting the abilicy of
affected banks to access international
payment channels.

India could face comparable
ruptions if foreign governments
imposed sanctions affecting Indian
financial institutions even il the relevant
banks have not violated Indian law. As a
result, inthe larger scheme, domestic
payment systems like UPT insulate against
but don’t eliminate exposure to the risls
accompanying cross-border commerce.

‘Advanced Computing, under the Ministry
of Electronics and IT, has developed the
Linux-based “Bharat O]

Military
After the Operation Shakti nuclear tests in
1998, the U.8. imposed sanctions o India,

ISRO’s ongoing difficultics with impraving
its launch rate.

Cloud i

satellites provider SES announced a joint
venlure in 2022 in which Jio would own
51% in exchange for being able to use the
provider’s satellites. Towever, again, cven
majority Indian ownership of the business
doesn't yleld control of the network to Jio.
That said, India docsn’t depend all that
much on foreign satellite networks for
communications at large: most ordinary
telephone and internet traffic travels over
terrestrial networks and the two score
communicalions saf the fndian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has
launched since 1981 support broadcasting
and strategic communications. The
country also has dedicated military
satellite communications capabilities.
Note, however, that the three
aforementioned ventures plan to provide
satellite broadband services alone.

Satellite navigation

India’s position is particularly weak here
because it has fumbled the setting up of
its NavIC constellation, a group of

— o

and IT
Amazon Web Services (AWS), Microsoft
Avure, and Google Cloud currently
provide cloud-computing infrastructure
and managed services to thonsands of
‘businesses and public institutions in
India, with Gartner forecasting that
dians’ expenditure on cloud services
would reach $17.5 billion in 2026.

That said, the government operates its
own cloud infrastructure, called MeghRaj,
through the National Informatics Centre:
(NTC). In December 2025, the government
reported that 2,170 mi ies an
departments were hosting applications on
MeghRaj, but that they also depended on
empanelled private cloud providers,
inchuding those based abroad.

Tn February, AWS and an Tndian
company named Yotta announced they
would deploy AWS Outpasts technolagy
for MeghRaj 2.0, allowing cloud services
managed by AWS to operate from within
NIC data centres and thus keeping Indian
data physically within Incia.

However, the AWS documentation says

Solutions’.

A good example from recent memory
was a defective update from the U
cybersecurity company Crow
disrupting Windows computers
worldwide, including at Indian airlines,

i S Notall
sruptive actions are retaliatory but ave
disruptive nonetheless.

ike

Digital payments

‘The National Payments Corporation of
India operates the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and the domestic
infrastructure provides India with
considerable independence from Visa and
Mastercard. That said, the
consumer-facing layer is non-trivially
coneentrated in businesses controlled by
foreign players such as Google Pay, owned
Ty Google,

However, Google Pay shutting down
would not disrupt UP T users could
simply switch to another solution, such as
PhonePe, (Although US based Walmart
has a majority stake in PhonePe, it can't
control the underlying infrastructure
itself — unlike with the Jio-SES venture.)

That said, banks also operate within

including restricting military supplies. As
aresult, the Comptraller and Auditor
General later found that the 30 LHTEC
T800 helicopter engines Hindustan
‘Aeronautics Ltd. had ordered from a
U.5.-based manufacturer in April that year
couldn’t be delivered. So HAL nixed the
arrangement and ordered replacements
from a French manufacturer.

Both parties here acted within the law
(such as they were) and neither engaged
in unilateral corporate retaliation like
Musk has. Yet a foreign political decision
still disturbed an Indian procurement
progtamme.

According to a Stockheolm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) analysis
published in Mareh this vear, India was
the world's second-largest importer of
imajor arms between 2021 and 2025.
Russia accounted for 40% of these
imports, with India increasingly alse
purchasing equipment from France,
Israel, and the U.s!

Even the indigenous Tejas fighter
programme banks on U.5.-made GE
Aerospace engines, and delays in the
delivery of these machines have already
constrained production and pushed
delivery deadlines.

How exposed is India to foreign tech?

Elon Musks reported restrictions on satellite services o Ukraine show the risks of India’s dependence on foreign-contolled technology: from satellite navigation
tocloud computing and military equipment, gaps in domestic capabilitics can leave eritical infrastructure exposed to external pressure

TIIE G

-

India's satellite broadband,
cloud computing and miltary
programmes rely partly on
foreign-cantrolied networks,
systems and equipment

-

NaviC’s operaticnal
shortcomings and India's
dependence on forcign cloud
management systems expose
gaps in domestic capabilities

v

Homegrown alternathves such
as UP| offer greater autonamy,
but dependence on forcign
suppliers and intemational
financial networks leaves India
vulnerable to disruptions
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THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HE UNITED NATIONS (UN)
celebrates its 81st birthday on
Saturday, though with the Se-
curity Council (UNSC) dead-
locked on who will lead the or-
ganisation as secretary-general in the New
Year, celebrationsaresomewhat muted, The
UN stands today at a precarious crossroads,
frequently condemned asarelicofabygone
erain urgent need of reform, yet remaining
undeniably central to the global agenda,
whilefailingatits vital task, the maintenance
ofinternational peace and security.

QOver its history, the UN system has con-
structed the normativearchitecture of inter-
national society and saved millions of lives.
On the humanitarian front, specialised
agencies have driven historic triumphs:
Joint WWUMGE and the World

Health Organisation nearly halved child
mortality from 12 million in 1990 to 69 mil-
lion by 2011, brought polio to the brink of
eradication, and coordinated global re-
sponsesto publichealtheriseslike Ebolaand
Covid. The UN High Commissioner forRefu-
gees (the organisation I served from 1978 to
1989)assists over 35milliondisplaced pecple
annually, while the World Food Programme
regulatly delivers vital relief to millions of
peoplestruck by catastrophic disasters.

Thishumanitarianimpactismatchedby
anambitiousglobal developmentand envi-
ronmental agenda, The Millenmitinm Devel-
opment Goals (2000-2015) halved extreme

poverty worldwide, expanded access to pri-
mary education for millions, and signifi-
cantly reduced maternal mortality, laying
the groundwork for the 2015-2030 Sustain-
able Development Goals, even as these
multilateral commitments now face severe
challenges because of funding cuts under
the second Trump administration. UN-
brokered instruments ranging from the
Montreal Protocol, which successfully
phased out 99 per cent of ozone-depleting
chlorofluorocarbons, to the Kyoto Protocol
and the Paris Agreement, have redefined glo-
bal environmental responsibility. From ad-
vancing women's rights at the landmark
Beljing Conference to establishing the first
unified international framework for migra-
tion (the 2018 Global Compact for Migration),
theUN has expanded the boundaries of glo-
‘bal social policy, though a backlash against
these achievements has been mounting.
That brings us to peace and security:
Through its peace-making and peace-
keeping machinery, which I served from
1989 101996 and helped oversee from sec-
retary-general Kofi Annan’s office for
another decade, the UN has brokered
roughly 170 peace settlements, helping to
defuse existential flashpoints from the
Cuban Missile Crisis to the Iran-Traq War,
containing complex civil conflicts, and sta-
bilising nations transitioning to freedom
like Namibia, East Timor, and Mozam-
blque Hmmr.inrenentyems.thzwm
seemed increasingly lneﬁ'ecmxl. aswars

Xemen, Critics pomr tn
the UNSC's chronic paralysis and
the apparent inability of recent
secretaries-general tostand up for
the principles of the UN Charter.

It is undeniable that the UNSC
anachronistically reflects the geo-
political realities of 1945 and not

But reform must stop short
of the point where the most
powerful and influential
member states might
walk away, because that

would end the UN

those of 2025. The world has undergone a
radical transformation overthose eight dec-
ades. Thecollapse of European colonial em-
pires spawned dozens of vibrant, indepen-
dent nations, while new dynamic powers
have emerged as drivers of regional growth
and stability. Yet the composition of the
Council's permanent ip lookslike
awar photo from1945. Billions of people re-
main without permanent representation,
while major nations and economic leaders
are excluded from the primary decision-
making organ of global security. The discon-
nect between actual relevance and formal
authority creates a representational deficit,
erodingconfidencein theinternational rule
of law and leading more and more states to
view Council resolutions with cynicism,
This crisis of legitimacy is further com-
pounded by the vetopower, which hastrans-
formed the UNSC into a stage for strategic
obstruction, When individual permanent
members use the mere threat of a veto to
shield themselves or their allies from ac-
countability during humanitarian catas-
trophes, wars or blatant violations of sover-
eign borders, the fundamental purpose of
the Charter is subverted. thngmﬁockx&

But the G20 cannot dispatch peace-
keepers to crisis spots, and it does not enjoy
the moral authority that comes from the
UN's universal membership. Re-
gional blocs and “mini-lateral”
groupings, while useful forspecific
economic or defensive interests,
lack the global inclusiveness and
universal authority that only the
UN possesses. A world without a
functioning, effective UNSCwould
bea Thucydidean world where “the
strong do what they can and the

Let’srecreate the UN — 81 years
show why it’s worth the effort

weak suffer what they must”. Inother words,
wheremightisright,and smallerand devel-
oping nations possess virtually no institu-
tional recourseor voice. Theuniversal mem-
bershipofthe UN General Assembly (UNGA)
and the binding legal authority of UNSC
decisionsunder international law therefore
remain irreplaceable public goods.

Everyone agrees the UN needs reform,
but they don’t agree on what that means.
When the developed West spealss of reform,
they mean budget cuts, merger of UN de-
partments and organisations, and stream-
lining of mandates, staff numbers and costs;
but when developing countries speak of re-
form, they call for greater inclusion, better
representation and a definitive voice in de-
termining the UN’s priorities. Expanding
permanent seats to include underrepre-
sented regionsand emerging powers, estab-
lishing clear norms to limit veto usage, and
deepening formal accountability between
the UNSC and the UNGA are steps that
would restore the UN's credibility in much
of the world. But reform must stop short of
the point where the most powerful and in-
fluential member states might walk away,
because that would end the UN.

The UN matters because global govern-
ance of international peace and security
requires ananchor grounded in both univer-
salism and broad legitimacy. At its best, the
UN embodied the core idea of the post-war
order: Multilateralism could function asa
shock absorber, providinga permanent,con-
tinuousspace where adversaries could meet,
de-escalate tensions, and negotiate behind
closed doors even during moments of ex-
treme global confrontation. It is that UN we
needtorecreate, and 8l yearsislongenough
toshowuswhyir'sworthdoing.

The writer, an MP, served the UN from 1978
t0 2007, He was Indiia’s candidate
for UN secretary-generalin 2006
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THEWORLIDYSseven bigcatsinhabitdiffer-

entcontinentsand ecosystems, buttheir fu-
tures ar increasingly lmcrconnccrcd A

Blg cats need proteoUon beyond sanctuaries

rey, secure habi-

tats Hl‘ld space to move. They also need the
tolerance and participation of people living
alongsidethem, Protected arcas(PAs) arc cs-
senrni bur rhes are rarely large enough to
movement. Animals routinely

eulex community lands, farms, and infra-

Wmﬁ.
Otbﬂl& Latin

AITIEI[L:I offers lessons on jaguar corridors
and puma coexistence: Africabrings experi-
encefromlion and cheetah landscapes.

mortality data, conflict reports and conser-
vation investmentsare often scattered across

vival will depend notonly on p
dividual species and habitats, but also on
sharing knowledge and building cooper-
arion across borders.

Phis

st Tidors. Asapex they

signal the health of forests, grasslands and
mountain systems that store carbon, regu-
late water and support livelihoods. Protect-

ing these can strengthen climate resilience
and safeguard ccnlngﬂml assets. Itﬂhhas

and research projects. AWellEde
et h

They also need the
tolerance and participation
of peopleliving alongside them

mmmmmm:mmw
tion trends,

responses, C
wmefiaudsmms, It could warn govern-
ments of rising road and rail-induced mor-
tality, retaliatory killing or habitat conversion
before these pressures become crises. It
could identify transboundary populations,

The IBCA should focus on three prio-
fities! First, establish common but flexible
standards for monitering populations,
threatsand outcomes. Second, build capac-
itythrough training, technical partmerships
and finance. Third, connect big-cat conser-
vation with infrastructure, climate and de-
velopment planningsothateritical habitats

guide I ntofwildlifc crossings, re-
veal gaps in moniroring and help direct fi-
nance tolandscapes where most

Trust is critical. |

different levels of naricnal capacity. Coun-
tries with limited resources should receive
training and technology. Indigenous knowil-
edge and the experience of frontline staff
must complement technological evidence.

areconsidered before pr approved.

If the IBCA can help countries converr
knowledge into timely decisions and coop-
erationinto measurable recovery, it will pro-
tect more than seven iconic species. It will
show that conservation across borders is
possible when science, policy and political
commitment move together.

The writer is a former chairpersen of India’s
National Biodiversity Authority and former
director of the Wildlife institute of India




