
 
 

SANSKRITI IAS EDITORIALS HIGHLIGHTS 

22-08-2026 
 

 

1. Ensuring equity amid India's educational progress(THE HINDU PAGE NO ฀ 6) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper II: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Education, Human Resources, and issues relating to poverty and hunger. 
○ GS Paper I: Social empowerment and regional diversity. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ UDISE+ report findings, National Education Policy (NEP 2020), Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), 

Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR), regional and social disparities in schooling, and girl child education. 
● Key Themes 

○ Educational Federalism and Regional Disparities: Wide variations in infrastructure, teacher 
availability, and dropout rates between forward and educationally backward states. 

○ Social Inclusion vs Access Gaps: Disparities among marginalized groups like SCs, STs, 
OBCs, and minorities in transitioning from primary to secondary school levels. 

● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
○ Prelims: Key indicators of UDISE+ and institutional frameworks under NEP 2020. 
○ Mains: While India has made significant strides in school enrolment, the real challenge lies in 

bridging persistent regional and socioeconomic inequities. Examine in light of recent UDISE+ 
data. 
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2. Unimpeded trade needs IPMDA as the answer(THE HINDU PAGE NO ฀ 7) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional, and global groupings and agreements involving India and 

affecting India's interests. 
○ GS Paper III: Security challenges and their management in border and maritime areas. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA), Quad framework, 

Information Fusion Centre - Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR), Sea Lines of Communication 
(SLOC) security, and grey-zone warfare. 

● Key Themes 
○ Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA): Addressing surveillance deficits, vessel tracking, dark 

shipping, and illegal fishing through multilateral intelligence sharing. 
○ Geopolitics of Indo-Pacific Trade: Protecting vital global choke points like Malacca, Hormuz, 

and Bab-el-Mandeb against state-sponsored coercion and non-traditional maritime threats. 
● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 

○ Prelims: Quad initiatives like IPMDA and operational role of IFC-IOR Gurugram. 
○ Mains: Discuss the strategic significance of the Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain 

Awareness in ensuring freedom of navigation and securing global supply chains. 
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3. Keep UPI free. Fund it from the savings it generates(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO ฀ 8) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper III: Indian Economy and issues relating to mobilization of resources, growth, 

development, and digital financial inclusion. 
○ GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), Unified Payments Interface (UPI), Merchant Discount Rate 

(MDR), Payment and Settlement Systems Act, and cash management economics. 
● Key Themes 

○ UPI as a Public Good: Weighing the economic rationale of keeping digital payments free 
against the viability of payment aggregators and banks. 

○ State Savings vs Levy Burden: Using government fiscal savings from reduced physical 
currency printing and storage to subsidize digital payment infrastructure instead of levying 
charges on small merchants. 

● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
○ Prelims: Statutory provisions under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act and the role of 

NPCI. 
○ Mains: Digital Public Infrastructure serves as an engine of financial inclusion. Evaluate the 

debate surrounding the reintroduction of MDR on UPI transactions. 
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4. What we lose when we stop seeing migrants as people(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO ฀ 8) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper II: International relations, human rights, and global conventions on migration and 

refugees. 
○ GS Paper IV: Ethics, human dignity, empathy, and moral responsibility toward vulnerable 

groups. 
● Syllabus Sub-topics 

○ Cross-border migration crises, state borders vs natural rights, criminalization of undocumented 
migration, post-colonial geopolitical instability, and humanitarian ethics. 

● Key Themes 
○ Humanitarian Ethics vs Border Securitization: The tension between sovereign territorial 

enforcement and the universal right to life and dignity. 
○ Colonial Legacies and Forced Displacement: Examining how historical foreign interventions 

and systemic inequalities continue to drive irregular migration flows. 
● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 

○ Mains GS II: Discuss the growing global tensions between national border security regimes 
and international human rights obligations toward migrants and refugees. 

○ Mains GS IV: Border policies often reduce humanitarian crises to legalistic classifications. 
Discuss the ethical imperatives of compassion and universal human rights in governance. 
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5. SIR’s exclusion of citizens is made possible by complicity of institutions(INDIAN EXPRESS 
PAGE NO ฀ 9) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper II: Indian Constitution features, significant provisions, Elections, Appointment to 

various Constitutional Posts, Powers and Functions of the Election Commission of India (ECI), 
and Role of the Judiciary. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, universal adult suffrage (Article 326), 

disenfranchisement of vulnerable citizens, and judicial review of administrative procedures. 
● Key Themes 

○ Democratic Inclusivity vs Administrative Verification: The risk of arbitrary exclusion of poor 
and marginalized citizens during intensive voter documentation drives. 

○ Institutional Checks and Balances: The constitutional duty of the Judiciary to scrutinize 
election body procedures and prevent executive overreach in citizenship verification. 

● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
○ Prelims: Constitutional mandate of the Election Commission under Article 324 and statutory 

provisions of the Representation of the People Acts. 
○ Mains: True representative democracy relies on maximal electoral inclusion rather than rigid 

administrative exclusion. Analyze the constitutional concerns surrounding large-scale voter 
deletion exercises. 
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6. If Naxals succeed, there will be no freedom(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO ฀ 9) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper III: Linkages between development and spread of extremism, Role of external state 

and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security. 
○ GS Paper II: Democratic governance and rule of law. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ Left-Wing Extremism (LWE), ideological dimensions of Naxalism, urban and overground 

networks, Government counter-Naxal doctrine (Security, Rehabilitation, and Development), 
and internal security threats. 

● Key Themes 
○ Evolution of Internal Security Threats: Shift in Left-Wing Extremism from rural guerrilla 

warfare to ideological propaganda and narrative battles in urban centers. 
○ Comprehensive Counter-Insurgency Approach: Combining kinetic counter-terror operations 

with infrastructure development, tribal welfare, and ideological counter-narratives. 
● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 

○ Prelims: Government schemes for LWE areas such as SAMADHAN doctrine and Special 
Central Assistance. 

○ Mains: Left-Wing Extremism poses a challenge not only through armed violence but also 
through ideological subversion. Discuss the multi-pronged strategy needed to eliminate this 
threat. 
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7. How to define ‘industry’: Inside SC’s split verdict(INDIAN EXPRESS PAGE NO ฀ 14) 

● Syllabus 
○ GS Paper II: Structure, organization, and functioning of the Judiciary, Statutory bodies, and 

Labour welfare legislation. 
○ GS Paper III: Industrial growth, ease of doing business, and labour market reforms. 

● Syllabus Sub-topics 
○ Industrial Disputes Act 1947 Section 2(j), Industrial Relations Code 2020, Bangalore Water 

Supply case (1978) triple test, sovereign functions of state, and rights of workers in welfare 
institutions. 

● Key Themes 
○ Judicial Precedent vs Legislative Evolution: The interpretation of the triple test for pending 

cases under the 1947 Act while recognizing the distinct framework of the new Industrial 
Relations Code. 

○ Scope of Sovereign Functions: Delineating core state functions from commercial and 
welfare activities to protect employee dispute-redressal rights. 

● Relevant Questions and Focus Areas 
○ Prelims: Key provisions and definitions under the Industrial Relations Code 2020. 
○ Mains: Trace the judicial evolution of the definition of 'industry' from the Bangalore Water 

Supply case to the recent Supreme Court Constitution Bench ruling and analyze its impact on 
labour welfare. 
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