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What do the Centre’s steps mean for Ladakh?

What were the two main steps taken by the Centre in October? Why did the Leh Apex Body and

the Kargil Democratic Alliance reject the 32-page draft proposal of a sub-committee of the
Ministry of Home Affairs? How will the Centre’s creation of new districts help governance?

Peerzada Ashiq

The story so far:
he Centre took two significant steps in
the seven-year-old Union Territory of
Ladakh on October 15 and October 16.
A sub-committee of the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) shared a 32-page draft
proposal with civil society groups and leaders of
the region, including representatives of the Leh
Apex Body (LAB) and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA). Separately, the Lieutenant
Governor’s administration announced the
creation of Sankoo as the eighth district of
Ladakh, which had only two districts until 2026,
The two developments may come across as
unrelated, but together, they point to the
Centre’s new appmadl in addressing the
demands of the region. Ladakh has been
witnessing frequent streel protests since it was
carved out as a UT in 2019 from the Kashmir
division of the erstwhile State of Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K). Since then, the region has been
the status of Statehood and
inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, At present, Ladakh is a UT without
a legislature, unlike J&K.

How have Ladakh civil society bodies
reacted to the MHA’s 32-page draft?

In a joint statement, the LAB and KDA
categorically rejected the draft proposal in
principle. These bodies claimed that the draft
represented a significant departure from the
assurances and commitments made during
previous meetings of the sub-committee, They
highlighted the draft’s failure in addressing the
demand for a legislative assembly and
‘constitutional safeguards under Article 371,

The Leh Apex
Body and the
Kargil
Democratic
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the draft’s
failure in
addressing
the demand
for a
legislative
assembly and
constimrion:l
safeguards
undler Article
37

Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance supporters demand statehood
for Ladakh and its inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. ani

including a provision tailored to Ladakh's
unique circumstances. These bodies urged the
MHA to reconsider the proposal and accept the
draft Mem lum of Under ling (Mall),
submitted by them on October 15 in Leh, They
added that the people of Ladakh deserve a
meaningful constitutional framework that
honours prior commitments, and safeguards
their political, cultural, and demuocratic
aspirations.

However, the Civil Soclety Forum of Ladakh,
another group headed by ex-MP Thupstan
Chhewang, welcomed the road map of the MHA
for Ladakh. This has led to growing friction
within civil society groups of the region,

Why did the MHA constitute a High-Powered
Committee (HPC)?

Inn the wake of the growing protests in Ladakh by
civil society groups, the MHA constituted a HPC
for Ladakh in 2023, under the chairmanship of
the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Nityanand
Rai. The committee’s mandate was to suggest
measures to protect Ladakh's unique culture
and language, taking into consideration its
geographical location and its strategic
importance; to safeguard land and employment;
to promote inclusive development and
employment generation; to ensure
empowermeni of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Councils (LAHDCS) of Leh and
Kargil; and to provide constitutional safeguards
to ensure the above.

What was the Centre’s promise made to
Ladakh earlier this year?
The Centre and Ladakh held fruitful talks on
May 22. In July, the MHA released the minutes of
the meeting, which underlined that “Statchood
would remain the long-term aspiration of
Ladakh” and that “in the present situation, as a
first step, an appropriate customised model of
governance by establishing a UT level elected
body with executive, financial, and legislative
powers would be established”. The minutes also
hinted at a model of constitutional safeguards
under Article 371 and advocated “a customised
sui generis model... most suitable for Ladakh”.
The MHA had promised to work on a draft
proposal defining the executive, financial, and
legislative powers and functions of the proposed

body. Themtnmm semananouﬂingdﬂxe

mtimed to press for Stmeh

under the Sixth Schedule.
One of the key demands that helped set the

talks in motion was bringing the bureaucracy

d and inclusion

under the elected government. It was agreed
that the elected executive body would exercise
contrel and supervision, including appraisal,
over civil servants handling subjects under the
purview of the UT-level elected body. The
minutes also emphasised the need to frame
Transaction of Business Rules to define the
respective roles of the region’s power centres,
including the elected body and the Lieutenant
Governor.

Why did Ladakh representatives express
unhappiness over the latest draft proposal?
The LAB and the KDA said that the MHA offered
a North-Fast Frontier Agency-lype arrangement
that fell far short of the proposed UT with a
legislature. They said an elected legislature was
the minimum guarantee from which a sui
generis model could be developed, as was
agreed upon at the May 22 meeting, and
recorded in the minutes signed in July. The
proposed framework appears closer to a
Territorial Council model, with substantial
powers concentrated in the Licutenant
Governor's administration, rather than ensuring
the meaningful legislative, executive and
constitutional safeguards sought by the people
of Ladakh, they said.

How will new districts help improve
governance in Ladakh?

Since 1947, Ladakh, with a population of araund
3.5 lakh, had two districts: Buddhist-majority
Leh; and Shia Muslim-majority Kargil. Spread
over a vast area of 59,146 square kilometres, the
region’s size and the geographical challenges of
its cold desert terrain made administrative
access difficult for locals.

The creation of six new districts — Sankoo,
Sham, Nubra, Changthang, Zanskar and Drass
this year is intended to bring the administration
closer to the people. The creation of these
districts will be followed by the creation of hill
councils for each district, which will allow locals
to elect 26 members for each hill council. This is
intended to address the issue of representation
and invalvement in governance issues.

Earlier, Ladakh had two hill couneils in Kargil
and Leh. The LAHDC-Leh camé into being in
1995 ammmnmmw[mmupmm
These councils had a say in governance by
setting local priorities and allocating budgets for
small-scale projects in their respective districts.
After 2019, their role waned because of the
Centre’s direct rule and officials’ takeover of the
management of the districts.

The Ladakh administration is also pushing for
a three-tier representation system for locals by
holding elections for panchayats, municipalities,
and hill councils in the coming months. Since
Ladakh is a UT without a legislature, these
elections will push for a participatory system
and allow elected local representatives to
champion the cause of locals.
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How does the SBI data breach affect customers?

What information is at risk, and what should customers do? What should banks and regulators do

to prevent such breaches? How can affected customers report fraud or file a complaint? Has such

a breach happened before?

Lalatendu Mishra

The story so far:

days latcr, on Qctober 21,0t informed stock
exchanges of the incident.

“During the preliminary analysis of
approximately 3,75,000 records available on the
dark web, 3,897 customer records containing
Personally Identifiable Information were
identified,” SBI told the exchanges, ina
disclosure made under the norms of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India.

What is the motive behind exposing data?

have no basis to comment on its identity or
origin. The motive is almost always money. Our
April 2026 research describes the dark web as a

Abranch of the State Bank of India in Shimla. ani

SBI has said it
has notified
all customers
it identified as
having had
their data
compromised

central hub for financial cybercrime, where
stolen data are aggregated, repackaged, and
sold," he said.

Data do not need to be fresh to be valuable.
Kaspersky Digital Footprint Intelligence has
found attackers bundling stolen data into
verified “dumps” that sell in bulk for as little as
$50. The Kaspersky Semity Bulletin 2025 also

found that oiganised crime combines social
engineering, insider manipulation, and
technical exploitation to make use of the stolen
data, he said.

What type of data are at risk?

Identity data can cause more damage than a
stolen password. Reports say the alleged dataset
includes customer names, loan applications,
KYC documents, account-opening forms, and
addresses. A password can be reset in minutes,
but a photograph, ID number, and address proof
cannot, Mr. Sharma explained.

“Our phishing research shows that attackers
combine names, addresses, and dates of birth
into ‘digital dossiers’ that make later scams more
bellevable 12025

What should SBI customers do?

Kaspersky experts say customers must assume
the data are already in circulation and act before
a fraudster does. They recommend never
sharing an OTP, PIN, or CVV, and never clicking
links in messages that claim to be from the bank.
They advise changing net banking and YONO
passwords, switching on two-factor
authentication, enabling transaction alerts, and
asking the bank to block any card customers
suspect is exposed.

“Check your account for devices or IP
addresses you do not recognise and end those
sessions immediately. Treat any call about loans,
KYC updates, or account blocks as fraud until
you verify it through the SBI app or a branch,
and always check the sender’s address before
opening an email,” Mr. Sharma said.

What should the regulator do?
“The Reserve Bank of India should direct all

regulated entities to notify customers of
personal data breaches within a fixed period,
pending the commencement of the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act (DPDP), 2023," said
the Internet Freedom Foundation.

Besides, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology must bring Section 8(6)
of the DPDP Act and Rule 7 of the DPDP Rules
into force immediately, the Foundation said.
Section 8(6) requires a data fiduciary to intimate
a personal data breach to the Data Protection
Board and to each affected data principal, and
Rule 7 of the DPDP Rules, 2025, prescribes how
this is to be done according to the Foundation.
But these provisions will take effect only on May
13, 2027

Has this happened before with SBI or other
banks?

Public reports recall a 2019 exposure of an
unprotected server behind SBI's SMS banking
service, which SBI said did not compromise its
own servers. Bank of Baroda acknowledged a
data leak in July 2026.

How can you file a complaint?
Mr. Sharma said first, call the bank to block
cards and accounts and report any unauthorised
transaction immediately. “Under the RBI's
customer protection norms, reporting within
three working days limits your liability in
third-party fraud,” he said. Second, filed

the

| | If the bank does not resolve it, escalate to
the RBI Integrated Ombudsman. Keep
screenshots, messages, and transaction details,

since investigators will ask for them, he advised.

What are banks doing to prevent such
breaches?

The better-prepared banks are moving from
perimeter defence to continuous visibility:
threat intelligence, round-the-clock monitoring,
vendor risk reviews, and staff training. *Théy
need to, because the Kaspersky Security Bulletin
2025 shows threats now span Al-enabled
‘malware, supply chain compromise, and NFC
fraud,” according to Mr. Sharma.

What is the likely impact on customers?
These customers are the most likely to receive
calls from persons posing as SBl officials who
can recite their account details back to them. $BI
has said it has notified all customers it identified
as having had their data compromised.
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Two lab experiments bring bleached corals

Divva Gandhi

A staggering 80% of the
world’s coral reefs expe-
rienced extreme levels of
heat stress in warming
oceans between 2023 and
2025, exacerbated by the
2023 El Nifio. Swathes of
reefs were left bleached
and dead, with India’s co-
rals, especially around
Lakshadweep, being no ex-
ception. It was the fourth
global mass coral bleaching
event in recorded history.
Only sometimes do
bleached corals recover

once the heat stress sub-
sides. But now there ap-
pears more hope, with a lit-
tle help from algae, per two
separate studies published
earlier this month. Algae
supply most of the coral’s
nutrients through photo-
synthesis. When the ocean
waters warm, corals expel
the algae that causes
bleaching, one study pu-
blished in Science said.
However, its authors
found that even a brief pe-
riod of contact between
bleached and healthy co-
rals could transfer algae

and lead to a full recovery,
often within days. The
catch? The transfer could
only occur between corals
from the same genetic
background.

[’I’edl(‘.’ﬁons Sugest
oceur amually by 2&80
with global warming. The
new findings could provide
“a foundation for research
into potential recovery in-
terventions,” the authors
wrote in their paper. The
authors of the study, in En-
vironmental Microbiology
Reports, used a lab-made

heat-tolerant algal strain
named SS8 and injected it
into two Great Barrier Reef
coral species, Galaxea fas-
cicularis and Psammocora
columna, after chemically
bleaching them to remove
their algae. Once they reco-
vered, these inoculated co-
ral fragments were made to
donate their algae to
bleached corals in a water
tank.

They found all the do-
nor-recipient pairs fused,
with G. fascicularis and P.
columna taking three and
nine days to do so.[THeyal

back to luminous life

bmlugtst w‘irh the Nature
(Conservation Foundation,
told The Hindii: Research-
ers have explored such
symbiont switching as a
strategy by which corals
could transfer adaptive po-
tential through contact,
“and it is heartening to see
this being confirmed with

experimental proof”.
However, he continued,
these small experimental
studies are still a long way
from large-scale inocula-
tions of corals in the field:
“Because bleaching resis-
tance was only transferred
between individuals of the
same genet, it is difficult to
conceive of how this can
translate into reef-wide in-
terventions.” What it does
suggest, however, is that
reefs have a greater flexibil-|
ity in their bleaching res-
ponse than earlier ima-
ined, Dr. Arthur added.
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Record Pacific warming sets
stage for ferocious El Nino

For the first time in recorded history, the Nifo 34 region has recorded a sea surface temperature exceeding 3(0°C; after the
anomaly increased to 348°C on October 18, it dipped this week to 3.34'C

Neelima Vallangi
BENGALURU

or most of this
year,  climate
scientists  have
been closely
monitoring the Nifio 3.4 re-
gion in the central-equato-
rial Pacific - the primary
index area to define the
phases of the El Niio
Southern Oscillation and
the alarming amount of
ocean heat closely tracking
an El Nifio. The world’s
oceans beyond the poles
reached a record-high av-
erage surface temperature
of 21.18°C on August 22,
and daily sea surface tem-
peratures in the Nifio 3.4
region have been consis-
tently shattering records,

According to the US.
NOAA's Climate Prediction
Centre, a 'strong to very
strong' El Nifio is 83% like-
ly, with a high chance of a
historic event exceeding
the strength of any pre-
vious El Nifio since 1950.

The EI Nifio is a natural
climate pattern that emerg-
es every [wo to seven years
and affects global weather
and heightens the risk of
extreme heatwaves and al-
tered rainfall worldwide.
But this year's event has
put the world more on
edge.

“Even though there is
no direct intensity-to-im-
pact relationship, in gener-
al we expect stronger EI Ni-
fio events will have
stronger impacts,” Raghu
Murtugudde, earth system
scientist and emeritus pro-
fessor at the University of

Daily sea surface temperature at Nifio 3.4

As of this week, the surface temperature anomaly in the primary index region has increased to 3.48°C

Temperature {C)

Jan  Feb  Mar

Maryland and visiting pro-
fessor at IT Kanpur, said.
The relationship bet-
ween global warming and
El Nifio is not easy to tease
out and remains an area of
active research. A recent
study analysing the geo-
chemistry of corals in the
last millennium at the Gala-
pagos Islands, which lie in
the ocean patch where the
El Nifio signal is strongest,
found there has been anot-
able amplification of its in-
tensity over the last 40
years. “Our analysis focus-
es less on individual events
and more on the broader
pattern of increasing
strength of the El Nifio sys-
tem — which is much grea-
ter now than in the pre-in-
dustrial era,” said Julia
Cole, professor of Earth
and Environmental Scienc-
es at the University of Mi-
chigan, who led the study,
recently  published in

—_—
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Science. “But the instru-
mental record of tempera-
ture is clear: this event is
well outside the norm.”

On October 3, the Nifio
3.4 region recorded a sea
surface temperature of
30.06°C: the first time in
recorded history the re-
gion exceeded 30°C. The
surface temperature ano-
maly in the region in-
creased to 3.48° C on Oc-
tober 18 before dipping this
week to 3.34°C.

Meteorological agencies
classify an El Nino's
strength based on the 90-
day average of the temper-
ature anomaly in Nifio 3.4.
Five consecutive months
exceeding 0.5 °C signify
the onset of the warm EI
Nifio phase. Strong events
sport an anomaly of 1.5
1.9°C, and very strong ones
an anomaly exceeding 2°C.
Since the modern era of in-
strumental records began

o Preliminary
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in the 1980s, there have
been roughly a dozen sig-
nificant El Niifio events,
with only three of these be-
ing very strong: 201516
(2.6°C), 1997-98 (2.4"C),
1982-83 (2.1°C).

The ongoing 2026-27 El
Nifio onset was declared
on June 6, and it is project-
ed to peak in December
with a seasonal anomaly of
3.8°C.

Scientists say no two El
Nifio events are the same
and predicting their effects
is not straightforward. Ho-
wever, the relationship bet-
ween El Nifio and global
temperatures is  quite
straightforward: the re-
lease of stored ocean heat
during these events causes
global temperatures to
temporarily spike in addi-
tion to global warming.

#2027 will be warmer
than 2026; that is how EI
Nifio tends to work. It is al-

so likely that 2027 will be
the warmest so far, unless
a massive La Nifia appears
and soaks up all the heat.
So heat wave season is
coming; that is a guaran-
tee,” Dr. Murtugudde said.

The relationship with
the monsoon is less
straightforward, however,
While this year’s monsoon
was 13% below normal,
consistent with strong El
Nifios, severe drought did
not materialise as feared.
“This monsoon is not com-
pletely explained by El Ni-
fio,” per Dr. Murtugudde.
“[ think it has a very strong
component of global
warming”

The Central Water Com-
mission’s latest weekly re-
port shows that of 178 re-
servoirs around India, only
69% of the total storage ca-
pacity is filled. The south
has the largest deficit, with
only 44% storage filled.

The 1982-83 El Nifio was

the first ‘super’ event in
the modern era and it had
devastating consequences
for communities on almost
every continent. It also
triggered scientific enquiry
into the phenomenon,
leading to widespread im-
provements in monitoring
and prediction. With im-
proved understanding of
El Nifio mechanisms and
advanced forecasting capa-
bilities today, a clearer pic-
ture is emerging of how it
will evolve over the coming
months.
(Neelima Vallangi is an in-
dependent climate journal-
ist) Image credit: Climate-
Reanalyzerorg
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Freedom, food and fuel

ACROSS THE AISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

EN PEOPLE are de-
prived of freedom or food
or fuel or any other dire
necessity, they will risein
protest. Cutrently, there

are massive protests, especially by the

food, have a good education, and 1 am able
to protect my environment”. It is like the
protest against the salt tax: a tax on salt
does notexactly restrict one’s freedom but
the idea of a salt tax levied by a colonial
power was abhorrent to Mahatma Gan-
dhi’sidea of freedom.

Unbelievably dense

The right to vote is, inarguably, the
most precious right of a citizen in a free
country. Icannot believe that the BJIP gov-
ernment can be so densethatit convinced
itself that the deletion of 13,30,00.000
names (14 per cent of the adult population
of 26 states) from the electoral rolls will not

aise astorm of protest. The Election Co

youth, in France, Albania, Belgium, Brazil,
Chile, Italy, Morocco and Portugal — and
India. The government is blamed because
it is not seen as doing enough to mitigate
the crisis ot rectify the wrongs. Some pro-
testsin Europe have turned violent which
is deplorable.

In the United States, people complain
that food prices are "unaffordable” and
fuel prices have become “unbearable”. Mr
Trumpisblamed. In France, people com-
plain of deprivation of a good eduction be-
cause of poor school facilities and teacher
shortages. Mr Macron is blamed. In Al-
bania, the complaint is about surrender-
ing a precious wetland ecosystem to an
American capitalist for commercial ex-
ploitation. Mr Edi Rama is blamed. Each
of these protests is part of the citizen’s
sense that 'T am free only if I can afford

mission of Indiasaid that the names were
deleted after following a ‘process’. A pro-
cess is not due process. The ECI has con-
fessed to the offence. Now the ECLis or-
ganising ‘special camps’ to re-enrol voters
who were ‘left out™ “Left out’ is obfusca-
tion: the names were unlawfully deleted.

The SIR was conducted in three phases
in 26 states (see table).

How many crores of rupees were spent
on SIR? How many crores of rupees will be
spent on re-enrolment? Who will be sur-
charged for the double expenditure?

Re-envroli deleted

prehensively challenged in the Supreme
Court 6n multiple grounids: The Court is-
sued notice. Thetiext day, the ECIdid an
about-turn, abandoned SIR for the re-

PHASE
I
[l
1]

STATES

1state
9states
16 states
26 states

The Election
Commission of

India has

confessed to
the offence.
Now the EClis
organising
‘special camps’

tore-enrol

voters who
were left out!

‘Leftout’is
obfuscatio
the names

IH
were

unlawfully

deleted

ADULT NAMES
POPULATION | DELETED | PERCENTAGE

| 82cr 085¢r 1792

| 5160 cr '650cr | 1260

| 35.50¢r 615cr | 1718

| 1330cr* | 14.00
(*INCLUDING THE DEAD)

maining states, and reverted to the cus-

tomary S|

ummary Revision (SSR).
This is the ‘confession’ that I referred to
above.

The persons whose names were de-
leted in West Bengal alone were allowed
by the Supreme Court to file appeals. Of
the 22,00.000 Appeals filed, approxi-
mately 1,26,000 Appeals were disposed of
in six months. Around 91-93 per cent of
the Appeals were allowed and the names
directed to be included in the electoral
rolls; but they could not vote in the Assem-
bly elections that had beenjust concluded.
Crores of deleted names elsewhere (ex-
cluding the dead) have no provision of an
Appeal. They cannot vote in any election
until their names are re-enrolled. Re-en-
rolment is at the mercy of the ECIL.

Fight for rights

This is no ordinary protest. Thisisa
fight for freedom and the right to vote.

The next will be a fight for food. Food
prices have soared putting food beyond
the capacity of the household. While gov=
ernment gives 5 kg of grain free to 80 crore
persons, several crores of persons, es-
pecially the internal ant labour, do

fotgerthe freégrain) Juxtapose the rise in
food prices with the fact that real wages
have stagnated or declined for
casual/daily workers who constitute 20
per cent of the labour force, and the extent
of suffering will be clear.

Another fight is brewing— the fight for
affordable fuel. Petrol, diesel, electricity,
gas, kerosene, firewood, and travel by bus,
train or air, have all become dearer.

The last reading of WPI was 11.39 per
cent, of CPI was 5.54 per cent and of food
prices inflation was 7.74 per cent. There
are many external factors such as wars and
tariffs that have caused the price rise. But
the government must bear responsibility.
Remember, the BJP blamed the UPA gov-
emment for inflation in 2009-2011 (cause:

rnationalfinancialcrisis)and 2013-14
(cause: taper tantrum).

The fight will continue for otherrights
which are suppressed or curtailed. Tam
aware that ‘regime change’ hasacquireda
pejorative connotation. Read it as ‘change
of government’. No one can quarrel with
the right of the Opposition parties and
civil society groups to organise peaceful
protests to vote out a government. HVKa-
‘math (Decembet I, 1964) and Pranab Muk-
herjee (November 19, 2016) said that: “Itis
the Opposition’s duty to oppose, expose
and depose” the government. Why deny
this right to the Congress. INDIA bloc, CJP,
AISA and others?

The next stops will be Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Gujarat and four other states
in2027.
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The inherited politics of
protestin France

HISTORY HEADLINE

BY SAPTARSHI BASAK

O PEOPLE in France just like to

protest? That is a shorthand way

ofasking how deeply rebellion is

embedded inthe country's char-
acter. But the question is worth exploring
asdramatic images emerge from Paris and
other parts of France of protesters being de-
tained at the Place de la Bastille and stor-
ming Marseille city hall, and placards bear-
ing defiant messages such as Si nous
brilons, vous brillerez avec nous — If we
burn, youwill burn with us’. What began as
student protests demanding better school
conditions has broadened into a wider ex-
pression of discontent fuelled by the rising
cost of living, inflation, and austerity
measures of a centralised state.

From the storming of the Bastille on
July 14, 1789, to May ‘68 and the more recent
Yellow Vests movement, France has ac-
quired a reputation-as a land of protest. The
French Revolution — a legacy tamished by
the Reign of Terror that followed — trans-
formed the meaning of protest, elevating it
from anexpression oflocal grievances (prior
1o it, there were riots mostly over grain and
its prices) to a means of asserting political
rights. The Revolution'sdefining document,
the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen, identifies “liberty, property, se-
curity, and resistance to oppression” as the
“natural and impreseriptible rightsof man”.
The fourth right enshrines a principle that
has been preserved for more than two cen-
turies: Authority is not beyond question, and
the people could claim alegitimate role in re-
sisting its abuse.

No government, as is the very nature of
the state, readily welcomes an open chal-
lent,e to its power. Inthe :

Fromthe storming of the Bastille on Jul!_.r 14,1789, to May ‘68 and the more recent Yellow
Vests movement, France has acquired a reputation as a land of protest ap

* But continued economic hardship and

curtailed political rights, even under a re-
gime that shifted the basis of its legitimacy
from divine right to constitutional mon-
archy, culminated in another revolutionless
than two decades later. Public anger ex-
ploded in 18348, when King Louis Philippe
banned the “banguets” that reformers had
used to get around restrictions on public
tneetings. Within days, the king had abdi-

cated. Emile Zola’s open letter Jaccuse...!

-1cv of 1789 provzc!ed later movements with
a Ia_nuua,,e of resistance, even as each gen-
eration reinterpreted its principles in re-
sponse toitsown grievances.

This is not to suggest that protest is the
exclusive preserve ofthe Left, evenifthehis-
tory of socialist movements and trade
unions may create that impression. The

French Right, too, has repeatedly mobilised
large crowds around its political causes. In
May 2013, hundreds of thousandstook tothe
streets in demonstrations organised by La
Manifpouritous toopposethe legalisationof
same-sex marriage.

Noris protestunique to France. To sug-
gest otherwise would be to perpetuate a
stereotype that does a disservice not only
to France but also to other countries, par-
ticularly India, where mass mobilisation
haslongbeena feﬂture of polxti:,al 11fe and
remams. S0 today.;

T ,Parl of what sets
the latter apar[ is Lhat it is one of Europe’s
most centralised states: Pensions, schools,
labour law and taxes are largely decided in
Paris, so a grievance anywhere becomes a
national question. Add to this a system in
which governments can push reforms
through with narrow majorities, like the
2023 pension reform. Talks between the
state and the people are often thin, and so
the street becomes a place to bargain. It is
this phenomenon that is worth examining
— and appreciating.

Basak is Copy Editor. The Indian Express




