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Athira Elssa Johnson

eartburn is commonly
described as acidity and
treated with antacids.

But gastro-oesophageal reflux
disease (GERD) is not simply
acidity. It occurs when the
stomach contents repeatedly
move into the oesophagus
because the normal anti-reflux
barrier does not function
effectively.

“GERD is not simply a problem
of producing too much acid,” said
Vishnu Abishek Raju, senior
consultant, medical
gastroenterology, Apollo
Hospitals, Chennai. Heartburn,
therefore, is a symptom, rather
than a diagnosis. Some people
living with reflux have visible

above the diaphragm. Obesity,
articularly excess abdominal fat,
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A burning sensation may reflect acid reflux, heightened cesophageal sensitivity or
another disorder, and persistent symptoms need to be assessed. GETTY IMAGES

increases pressure within the
abdomen, while delayed gastric
emptying can increase the volume
and pressure inside the stomach.

The oesophagus also has
protective mechanisms. Saliva
helps clear refluxed material,
while alkaline mucus helps limit
acid-related injury.

“People may have acid reflux
within a stipulated period. But if
that goes beyond the protective
mechanisms of the body, those
defensive mechanisms fail and the
food pipe can get damaged, a
condition called oesophagitis,”
said Arul Prakash, clinical lead
and senior consultant in medical
gastroenterology, SEM Prime
Hospital, Chennai.

The amount of reflux does not
always correspond to the severity
of symptoms.

“Some people have increased

sensitivity of the oesophagus, so
even normal amounts of reflux
can produce significant burning
or chest discomfort,” Dr. Abishek
Raju said. This includes reflux
hypersensitivity and functional
heartburn. In reflux
hypersensitivity, symptoms are
linked to reflux events despite
normal overall reflux exposure. In
functional heartburn, symptoms
occur without evidence that reflux
is responsible.

“These are people who may
feel a burning sensation with
almost anything they eat because
the nerves in the food pipe are
very sensitive,” Dr. Arul Prakash
said. This is one reason why
simply increasing
acid-suppressing medicines does
not necessarily resolve persistent
SYmptoms.

A response to a proton pump

GERD is more than just heartburn: why it
is important to understand the difference

inhibitor (PPI)} can support a
diagnosis of GERD, but it does not
prove that reflux is the cause.

When symptoms continue
despite appropriately used
treatment, doctors may need to
investigate other causes, including
oesophageal motility disorders
and disorders of oesophageal
sensitivity.

Endoscopy is particularly
important when there are alarm
symptoms such as difficulty or
pain while swallowing, bleeding,
unexplained weight loss,
persistent vomiting or anaemia. It
can detect oesophagitis, ulcers,
strictures and Barrett's
oesophagus.

A normal endoscopy, however,
does not exclude reflux. In such
cases, 24-hour pH-impedance
monitoring can measure reflux
episodes, distinguish acid from
non-acid reflux and assess
whether symptoms occur in
association with reflux.

Lifestyle measures

Weight loss can reduce reflux
symptoms in people who are
overweight or obese. Avoiding
food for about three hours before
lying down can help, particularly
with night-time symptoms.

Food triggers vary. Rather than
eliminating multiple foods
routinely, patients should identify
those that consistently worsen
their symptoms.

{athira. e!ssa@rheh;’ndu.m.fn}
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The murky world of political party finance

ne of the enduring ironies of the
Indian political system is that political
pa , which are considered the
principal stakeholders of electoral
democracy, do not find a mention in the
Constitution, except in the Tenth Schedule. They
exist as “associations” in furtherance of the
fundamental rights under Article 19. No effort has
been made to define and straitjackert their legal
character to conform to being a company, trust,
society, firm or a not-for-profit company. Even so,
thev continue to enjoy the benefit of income-tax
exemption in an unprecedented and unparalleled
manner, sometimes becoming mysterious
receptacles of inexplicable monies. Just as there
are shell ¢ that fulfil d purposes,
there are shell political parties that serve an
insidious intent. And thereby hangs a tale.

The mystery of political funding
That tale was partially unravelled by a recent BEC
investigation that revealed extraordinary
donations received by six Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs). A
well-known yet intriguing aspect of Indian politics
ugly and ublquitous - stands exposed. Political
parties and their benefactors thrive in this
system, even if it appears reprehensible, unlawful
and disturbing.

Earlier, the Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) released a report on July 18, 2025,
which found a 223% rise in the declared income
of RUPPs in FY2022-23. It noted that, of the 2,764
RUPPs, only 739 had submitted their financial
records for the year to the Election Commission
of India (ECD), the sole custodian, under the law,
of the fate and fortunes of political parties.

In a press note, “Cleaning up the Electoral
System” (August 9, 2025), the ECI said it had
“delisted’ 334 RUPPs out of 2,854 “as partof a
comprehensive and continuous strategy...to clean
up the electoral system.” It would be interesting
to seée whether the six parties in question are part
of the ECI's “continuous strategy”.

On October 16, 1994, T.N. Seshan, then Chief
Election Commissioner of India, issued an order
under the Election Symbnls (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968, in which he highlighted
the “adhocism” and the “sorry state of affairs
prevailing in almost all political parties in the
country, whether recognised National or State
parties or registered-unrecognised parties™, He
observed, “I have yet to come across any party
whose affafrs are being run in accordance with
the provisions of its constitution or rules and
regulations.” 1‘11rougt| the order, T.N. Seshan put
all political parties on “notice” to set their house
in order, declaring that the ECI would not remain
& "mute spectator”, In subsequent guidelines
prescribing the format for registration under
Section 29A of the Representation of the People
Act (RPA), 1951, the ECI stated in paragraph
3(xxiii) that a party seeking registration must
declare in its constitution that it will contest
elections within five years of registration and
that, if it does not “contest elections continuously

Former Election
Commissioner of
India and a former
Unien Finance
Secratary

The Election
Commission of
India should
scrutinise
political parties
and political
finance rather
than legitimate
voLers

for six years®, it shall “be automatically taken off
the list of recognised parties”,

“Taking off” or *delisting’ does not mean
deregistration, as the ECI is not generally
empowered to deregister political parties.
Similarly, even if RUPPs are ‘unrecognised’, they
remain eligible to receive contributions under
Section 298 of the RPA, while their tax treatment
is governed by Section 13A of the Income-tax Act.
“Recognition” is governed by Order 6 of the
Election Symbols Grder, which dislinguishes
between * unrec
political parties for the purpose of alloting
symbols and lays down the criteria for their
classification. T.N. Seshan amended the Symbaols
Order and introduced Order 16A, which
empowers the ECI to “suspend or withdraw
recognition of a recognised political party for its
failure to observe MCC [Model Code of Conduct]
or follow lawful directions and instructions of the
Commission”, That provision sits, rather
harmlessly, in the statute book, empowering an
ECI that has generally been reluctant to strike.

Hence, whether ‘delisted” or ‘unrecognized’,
the parties remain eligible to receive
contributions. It Is a marter for investigation
whether such denations continued to qualify for
tax exemptions, that the intent behind the
delisting was to dlsquullfy them,

The scale of ‘political wealth’

A paper published by Venkatesh Nayak, a senior
researcher at the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (which was also reported by a leading
media site), revealed that 22 political parties
collectively had ¥18,742.31 crore at their disposal
for the 2024 general election. This included funds
in their kitty when the election was announced
and 37,416.31 crore in donations raised between
the announcement and the completion of the
election, After the election, these parties had
214,848.46 crore remaining in their custody,
including cash in hand, money held in bank
accounts and fixed deposits, after incurring
13,861.57 crore in election-related expenditure
during the campaign period, according to the
accounts submitted to the ECI.

The study found that, over the last decade, the
exchequer ‘lost” 11,813 crore in taxes due to
exemptions for political donations, with
individual donors and Hindu Undivided Families
overtaking corporates in donating to palitical
parties. In FY202223, individual donors claimed
exemptions worth 2,275.85 crore, dwarfing
corporate claims of 2514.4 crore and those of
firms and associations, at 115,71 crore, Declared
donations to political parties increased from 3714
crore (43 parties) in 201516 to ¥7,203 crore (27
parties) in 2023-24, Yet, only 41.76% of wotal
donations, amounting to 128,287 crore over nine
years, were claimed as tax-exempt, raising
questions about the remaining 58%. Mr. Navak
asks: “What incentives are driving them to donate
without tax relief? The lack of transparency
obscures answers.”

What added the thickest laver of secrecy was

the so-called reform of electoral bonds
introduced by the ruling party in 2018, which
made the entire business of pelitical finance
murky. Although the scheme was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of India in
2024, the details of the donations subsequently
disclosed raised questions that remain
unanswered. Most RUPPs were not eligible 1o
receive electoral bonds, as they were restricted to
parties that had “secured at least 1% of the votes
in the latest Lok Sabha or State Legislative
Assembly elections”, Who, then, made these
contributions, and why?

The top court and ECI must act

Political parties have shown scant interest in
transparency. They united in resisting the 2013
order of the Central Information Commission
(CIC) bringing them under the Right to
Information Act, Interestingly, besides the CIC,
neither the ECI nor the Supreme Court has
shown any inclination to enforce it. The
Income-Tax Department and the Enforcement
Directorate might not consider it a priority to
scrutinise the accounts of political parties as they
do those of ardinary taxpayers. The ECI lacks the
mandate, intent or wherewithal to question the
accounts mechanically submirted by political
parties, Submission of the accounts is enough o
comply with the letter of the law, even il its spirit
gasps. How will that spirit be revived, and who
will revive it?

It is incumbent upon the Court to order a
court-monitored probe into the saga of electoral
bonds and the alleged quid pro quo in the
petitions pending before it. The probe should also
examine the phenomenon of ‘insignificant’
RUPPs receiving and spending huge contributions
without participating in the electoral process in
any substantial manner. Surely, such “shell”
parties cannot justify spending crores as
“administrative expenses”,

Exercising its powers under Article 324
described by the Court in the landmark judgment
of Kanhiya Lal Omar vs R.K. Trivedi and Others as
a “reservoir of authority™ for the ECI - the EC1
should order political parties to have their
accounts audited by the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India or its nominee, It should also
consider imposing a limit on expenditure by
political parties during elections, a measure it has
recommended repeatedly. Tax exemptions on
donations should be limited to the prescribed
expenditure limit. All other donations that enrich
the parties should be fully taxed.

The ECI should establish an automatic
procedure to ‘deregister’ any RUPP that does not
contest elections in aceordance with its

idelines and develop a ¢ lised digital portal
where all registered purueas can upload their
financial data in standardised formats.

Let the ECI spend its energy and authority on
‘purifying’ the electoral environment rather than
on chasing genuine electors off the electoral rolls.
Until then, *We the People’ must continue to
scream “Hami vaha chhau (we are here"),
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Policing the line between publicity and justice

ithin minutes of an arrest anywhere in
w India today, a face — handcuffed,

flanked by policemen, sometimes
garlanded with placards cataloguing the erime —
starts circulating on social media, often before
the accused is produced before a magisirate. A
Supreme Court of India PIL seeking a nationwide
media protocol/police media briefings has forced
a question that Indian policing has quietly
avoided: under what law do we do this, should
we do it, and where should it stop?

Photographs of wanted persons and reward
notices have solved crimes, helped recover
missing children, and brought fugitives to book
years after trails went cold - the public, alerted,
has done what a thinly stretched police force
alone could not.

The jus ion is strong; the legal
architecture is weak. What is needed is a clear
legal basis, not a habit inherited from mere
precedent.

Current law and practice
No single statute permits or prohibits police from
publishing photographs of accused persons.
What exists is a patchwork of colonial-era
regulations, an identification statute and the
general architecture of criminal procedure,

Section 84 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 (Section 82 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure or CrPC) allows courts to
proclaim absconders and publish proclamations
in newspapers. It says nothing about
photographs, but attaching one has become
settled practice because |t serves the purpose of
securing the person’s appearance. This judicial
process is triggered only after a warrant fails; it
does not, however, provide a basis for publicity at
the investigation stage.

Publication at the nvestigation stage rests
instead on the general powers of an investigating

e l?
Rupin Sharma

IPS officer who is the
Director General of

ks

officer (lo): every person must assist the police in
preventing and investigating offences, and an lo
may examine anyone with relevant information.
Publishing photographs on social media to solicit
identification, trace absconders or find witnesses
is a digital-age extension of the old “Hue and Cry
Notice™, in State Police Manuals — provisions that
predate Independence and whose language
(“description of the subject”) is broad enough to
pi hotographs and reward

Police, 1

Before releasing
the photograph
of a person
accused,
arrested, but not
vet tried, police
must ask
whether the
investigation
Teguires it

cover photographs a

Reward announcements stand on firmer,
narrower ground, typically governed by State
Police Regulations under the Police Act, 1861,
which vest sanctioning authority in a hierarchy
ranging from the Station House Officer (SHO) to
the State government. No prior warrant or
proclamation is required; it is an exercise of
administrative discretion, not a judicial
precondition, The Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Act, 2022, governs the taking,
storage and use of measurements — including
photographs = for identification, but is often
wrongly cited as enabling their publication. It
says nothing, however, about circulating them.

Constitutional limits

Article 21, jurisprudence has sharpened, not
softened. Presumption of innocence remains
central to criminal justice, and courts
increasingly recognise that broadcasting an
arrested person’s face as a fait accompli of guilt,
before any charge is framed can cause real,
irreversible harm. The Rajasthan High Court
termed such practices “institutional humiliation”
digital circulation Is permanent, searchable and
indifferent to later acquittal.

The Bureau of Police Research and
Development prepared a draft manual on media
briefings by police personnel and shared it with
the Ministry of Home Affairs in July 2024, In
January 2026, the Supreme Court said the amicus

| had prepared a Police Manual for Media Briefing

and directed the States to evolve appropriate
policies based on it within three months, Some
categories are already absolute red lines: a
Jjuvenile in conflict with the law cannot be
identified except in the child's best interest and
with the Juvenile Justice Board'’s permission; a
sexual assault survivor's identity is protected by
law. The intriguing debate concerns the ordinary
adult - accused, arrested, but not yet tried.

The distinetion that matters

Publication sits on a seale: at one end, legitimate
investigative necessity - crime prevention, public
order and law-and-order purposes; at the other,
the showeasing of police achievements. .
Photographs released merely to showcase arrests
serve police optics at the accused's expense and
can prejudice public opinion before trial.

American law treats “wanted” notices as
public-record exceptions to privacy law, but
agencies are trained to frame them carefully —
“alleged,” “wanted [or questioning” - to preserve
the presumption of innocence even while seeking
help. British policing, more conservatively,
withholds arrested persons’ identities altogether.

What is needed is not an outright ban on
soliciting public assistance — that would be legally
unwarranted and self-defeating — but a codified,
uniform national protocol that distinguishes
proportionate, need-based disclosure from
prejudicial publicity; mandates blackout
categories such as juveniles and sexual-offence
complainants; requires time-bound review and

kedown once the | i purpose is
served or an aceused is discharged or acquitted;
and applies uniformly across States.

One question before any photograph goes out
could be a beginning: is the disclosure necessary
to the investigation, or merely convenient to the
narrative?




GS 2: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
THE HINDU PAGE: 09

Should permanent membership, veto powers of the UNSC be abolished?

Studies, JNU

Swarun
Singh

Farmer
Prefosses of the
Sehool of

PARLEY

1 the angoing session of the UN General
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collective security and the use of veto. France
has been advocating that the use of veto in the
UN Security Council (UNSC) be "regulated”
when it comes to dealing with humanitarian
crises such a3 in Sudan, Lebanon or In cases of
bdmmilgltemﬂumh

genocide,

ot a matter of
- 50, should

mcmbcrshlp and vero powers of the UN Securiny

Council be abolished? Amitabh Mattoo and

Sweiran Singh discuss the question i

conversation moderated by K

Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpis:

e T AT ey

where véto would be “regulated” as the

Imarrational
Stuelies, 1M1}

Amitabh Mattoo: What Emmeanuel Macron
(President of France) articulated in the UNGA on
Sepeember 22 is not entirely new, What we are
seeing i really a renewed push belind what
used to be called the French-Mexican initiative,
first Lumniched in 2015, under which permanent
members of the SE would voluntarily refrain
from wsing the veto in situations imeolving
genocide, crimes against humanity, and

cilles Wk crlmes, 15 not an anemp o
abaodish the veto or amend the UN charter. I's
essentlally an exerclse In self-restraine by the P5
{permanent members of the UNSC: ULS., UK.,
France, China and Russia). What gives the
initiative fresh significance is not just Mr.
Mavron's speech, but the poli
behind it. France and Mexico both anpounced
this week that 125 states now support the
heclaration, with .il]ouuugun the List four
months. And the 5

muwﬁl‘hdﬂk
So for the first time, two of the five permanent

voluntary restraing,

Bur I think we should al=o distinguizh
between three different questions which are
often conflated — the use of the
accountabili ]

permanent member arees not to exercie it 1
H. as 1 Mni. a meodist mcn:mcnlal nm'pmmnn
Iy, but

&gewalvwol the UNGAIn NC\I\ York City, U5, on 9.‘9!24 hior 22, HEUTERS.

normatively in erms of what we want the world
to b like, 18 secks te change the political
behaviour of the five permanent coun!

without undert, p what seems ta he

almost impossible tak of rewriting the charter,
S0, it%s a modest proposal and it has got some
masnentum, but whether it transkates inte
reality, we'll have o wait and see,

Does the current situation in UNGA indicate

that the P'5 is now divided between the

France-U.K. and Russia-U.5,-China factions

on the use of veto?

Syraran Singh: Clearly, the LK and I-‘rnuem
ot the § the PS5, ]

wml:hm:rmmmmmux_mm

that the 5,
be able to better
nm.tlmnr magu Im fundamentally the
[poveer is utilised; o ks sure that the UNSCis
bkt taboe action s that it dees not get
paralyed. In fact, the contradiction of 2003 isell

Syrka, Chiny
it impassible for the UNSC w0 pass any
condemning Syria. After the Augiest 2ms
chemical weapons attack in Ghowta in
September, the then French President Franeois
Hollande had in his speech propesed a ‘code of
mood conduet” for the UNSC, This i3 where, for
the first time, a kind of proposition was made
that the PS5 could voluntarily restrain the wse of
veto in cases of genocide, crimes against
humanity or larger war crimes. 1 think the
untempt was to skirt amending the UN Charter
and still make it much more contempo
Wone of the P5 are alking of eliminating ver
There are multipie

As an ideal, we believe that we live in a world

As an ideal, ueheilene lll.‘ll we Ll\eina \mr]d
of SO L} 2

of the way power is distribured, it i
impassible for any imernational organisation
o survive — ot Just become effecdve — bt
even survive INihey happen o ke a
deeision againstany of the major powers
SWARAN SINGH

of sovereign equality, but in reality, because of
the way power s distributed, It is mpossible for
any international erganisation to survive - not
but even survive if they
1 decision against any of the
major powers. ejdengally, veto B oot a word
mentioned n the LN Clinrier and it wis created
mwpwm mechanisin. But the pmlla

mass atrocitivs, political accountahbility aftera
d, amad the final question of

! peform of the Security
Conneil i1self. Sa iy own aralytical concliion
wouhid be that Mr, M.anum‘pmpwel matters
pmtbeb‘ because it is pragmatic; reformist

revolutionary. Formal abolition of
lh(‘ \ucmwld ultimately require charter
amendment and the consent of the very
permanent members whose privilege is being
removed,

‘Can you please explain the issue of
accountability in the debate on vet?

.\NL ‘ilwn of an leu:ndmcm of the N Sccurlly
the veto

or the Larger restructuring of the UN Security

Couneil, Tthink there is great mierit in th

‘Liechtenstein initiative’, whereby the debue

wiould contirue within the UNGA. [t would no

RrCyCRt of ter minate the conversation from

ingt in the foor of the UNGA, where the

rahadmmm nmdmnmmlmwmn
ol any major pawer if they wish to survive,

While doubts persist about the vein, the
guestion is will veto continue to be extended
to new of the UNSE they
are inducted?

AM: Apart from Mr. Macron's or the
France Mexican ini e, there have been
incremental reforms which fall short of wying 1o
amend the UN Charter, There was in earlier
Liechtenstein mitiative, which was adopred by
the UNGA In 2022, which took a different route.
Tt did not prevent & permanent mensber from

ising the veto. Instead, a veto
was cast, the General Assembly would be

permanent meriber which his exercised the
wto wostld have 1o clearly demonstrate 1o the
members of the UN what the reasons were
Tehind the exercise of the veto, especially when
18 b vertoed an svetioon dhesigmed bo prevent or
halt genocide or crimes against humanity,
Galling upon the permanent member to
explain and defend its acthons would not
necessarily prevent amything when there is real
national self interest at stake, but at least it will
make the permanent members, one of the P5
countries which has exercised the veto, become
a lintle more cautious in the use of ts power
because It would know thar it would need o
Jusaify and become accountabde for lts acthon.

Is the French pmpoul transparent or honest

convened within 10 working diys 1o d
Bsane. In ather words, a veto will no longer be
allowsed to simply termdnate the conversation.
The manent member concerned would have
vin and defend ils action on the Qoor of
the UNGA. That was one initiative which was
passed by the UNGA. A third initiative, also
similar o the French-Mexican initiative, is the
WET code of conduct” or the Accountability,
Coherence and Tmnpmnrr Initiative, This
the P5 and asks

about 1 of certain conflicts that
are going on such as the lsraeli campaign in
the Gaza Sirip?

52 | think words such s honesty and justice are
myosl miswsed in international relations. There is

Assembly, come to the warld's largest platform
wﬁhllml-mh:lu‘pmhﬂnm.wuhﬂsdrm

fthe
Secwtr',v Council, Including the non-permanent
membsers, not o vole against mdibll::acum
designed to prevent or halt genocide, crimes
agalnst humanity and war crimes.
Again, its strength is moral and political
rather than legally coerdive,
S01 would resisr the debage as being simply
rc.(al.n o abolish the veto'. We now have several
1 abelition, don of
the veto o new permanent members in the
name of equality, voluntary restraing in case of

Just listed. Soin that sense, there is this

To listen to the ful
Sean the code or go to the lnk
wowenr thehindia com
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The unbearable burden of freedom

Surinder Koli spent close to 20 vears in prison before his convictions in the Nithari cases unravelled and the court acquitted him in 2025; his case shows the

structural filure to support wrongfully convicted people after acquittal, including through psychosoc

LETTER & SPIRIT

Maitreyvi Misra
Anup Surendranath

urinder Koll was acquitted and

released from prison in

November 2025 by the Supreme

Court after spending close to 20
years in prison, many of which were on
death row. On September 18, he was
found dead. Although an autopsy is
awaited, early news reports described it
as a suicide.

Accused of the infamous Nithari cases,
at the time of his arrest in 2006 and over
the next many years, Koli not anly bare
the brunt of the criminal justice system
but also of wild public allegations.
Referred to as ‘the butcher of Nithari' and
publicly accused of cannibalism, the
media dredged up an image of Koli that
became a frequent source of material
fuelling the ‘true crime’ genre, Based on
snippets from his ‘confessions’ (later
found to be given under torture), the
public discourse against Koli was so
totalising as to leave no space for
uncertainty.

The cases unravelled
Berween 2009 and 2022, Koli was found
guilty and sentenced to death by the trial
court in 13 cases. One by one, the cases
against him unravelled, as court after
court found that there was no real
evidence against him. 1r1 several cases, the
llahabad High Court ch ised the
umsﬂgaimn as botched up and an “easy
course of implicating a poor servant of
the house by demonising him, without
taking due care of probing more serious
aspects.” When acquitting him in 2025 in
the last case, the Supreme Court made it
clear that the High Court’s comments
could not be dismissed as a ‘rhetorical
excess' and that the evidentlary basis for
Koli's conviction was unreliable,
inadmissible and in violation of ights.
Yet, Koli came close to being executed in

Surinder Koli. FILE PHOTO

2014, A stay on execution, issued by the
Supreme Court just four hours before,
averted that fate.

We mention these Facts not to relitigate
his case, but to remind ourselves of the
mourning we owe Koli. He was publicly
demanised, and so a public mourning.
We remind ourselves of these facts
because they also raise a question, What
does a justive system owe to a person it
has wrongly taken so much from?

For a person like Koli, whose name still
conjured a particular and monstrous
image, rebuilding his life posed additional
challenges. According to news reports,
Koli had adopted a different name o
secure housing and employment. This
may have heen because of the stigma
associated with his name and his fear of
the public’s reaction. Even after being
acquitted, he was condemned by the
same society he had to re-enter. The
seriously botched investigation, however,
has little bearing on public memory.

A structural failure

Koli's case is not a one-off. India has a
serious wrongful convictions problem. An
analysis by The Square Circle Clinic of 25
vears of data on death sentences shows

that 40% of death sentences imposed by
trial courts ultimately result in acquittals
by appellate courts. That is a staggering
number, made worse by the fact that
individuals are made 1o live under a death

» en their convictions are
ba rely sustainable. Once set at liberty,
neither the State nor society provides
them with adequate support w return
and reintegrate, even as we my have
subjected them to the full force of our
vengeance,

There have been a few instances where
the Supreme Court has explicitly
recognised such travesties. It has awarded
compensation in a few o, in 20025,
recognised the need for a legislative
response to wrongful convictions. But this
barely skims the surface od'.l dr.-ep
structural problem. As i Mions, our
prisons are far from being effective in
preparing individuals for reintegration
into society. Asking a prison to be
interested in a category of prisoners the
Justice system has declared to be executed
is being naive about the political and
structural reality of our prisons.

‘These failures, which begin inside
prisons, are only compounded outside,
Prizoners, particularly those like Koli,

| who are released after spending decades

incarcerated, have to readjust to a world
vastly different from the one they entered
when they went to prison, This
readjustment involves unleaming,
relearning, and learning new things that a
person, now much older and
unaccustomed to such a stimulating
environment, has to undergo, Life has to
begin anew with livelihood and housing
1o be found, and relationships to be

d. The i

re hlicl

| support, housing, emplovment and monetary assistance

THE Gl

-

The criminal justice system's
handling of Koli's case raises
questions about accountability
when investigations ancd
convictions cause grave harm

emational, psychological, and phymcal
reprientation required is difficult to
imagine,

Beyond acquittal

The eagerness driving our collective
retributive instinct appears missing when
we are faced with the consequences of
that bloodlust. The response to such
injustice cannot be ad hoc sympathy but
must be structural and underpinned by
principles of integrity, accountability and
remediation. The integrity of a justice
system lies in a meaningful
acknowledgement of wrongdoing when
the wrong occurs. Psyehosocial support
to cope with the realities of their new
world healthily; safe hallway homes
which allow the person to slowly adjust to
a constantly changing workd;
recannection with the family that they left
behind; and monetary support and
employment schemes to allow them a
chance at independent livelihood must be
seen as an inalienable part of a harsh
criminal justice system, and at minimum
when it exercises its coercive powers
wrongfully,

Owver the course of 13 acquittals, Koli
loat close to 20 years of his life to a justice
system that never once acknowledged the
harm it caused him. It is unlikely that the
injustice to Koli will become the moral
ru koning it ought to be. Absent d[l\"

1,

pection, we ¢ o
see many Kolis,

(The authors are with The Square Circle
Clinic, NALSAR University of Law. Views
expressed are persopal)

ully comvicted people
released after prolonged
incarceration face immense
challenges in readjusting to
society and rebuilding their
lives
-

The State's response to
wrongful convictions must go
beyond compensation or ad
hoe sympathy to include
meaningful acknowledgement,
accountability and measures
for rehabilitation and
reintegration
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What are the alternatives to
the SWIFT payment system?

Why are countries looking beyond SWIFT? How are CIPS, SPFS and mBridge faring?

G R Rajecy

The story so far:
he New Delhi Declaration that
came out of the recent BRICS
Summit in the National Capital
resolved 1o Increase trade
between member-countries and
payments in national currencies, Days
before the summit, 2 report by the news
agency Reuters quoted sources as saying
that at the event, Indis would push to link
central bank digital currencies (CBDCs)
for cross border payments across BRICS
nations, despite political and technical
Inreles that could limit progress, The
proposal to link CBDCs would be part of
the agenda for the leaders’ meeting, the
sources s3id, though the limited adoption
of digital currencies could
complicate implementation, the
added. The propasal was, however, not
part of the Declaration.
Multiple wars and U.S. weaponisation
of the dollar through financial sanctions
are making countries in the Global South

think of b Ing the so-far

accepted Belgium-based SWIFT S}‘W.'m
ffor inter-country payments, The attempts
to do so have been patchy, but there Is an
increasingly felt need w0 have other
aptions.

‘What are some of the alternatives to
the SWIFT payment system?
Project mBridge is a group comprising the
Bank of Thailand, the Central Bank of the
United Arab Emirstes, the Digital
Currency [nstitute of the People’s Bank of
China, the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority, and the Saudi Central Bank.

The Cross-Border Interbank Payment
System (CIPS), a Reuters report said, is
backed by the People’s Bank of China.
China launched the CIPS clearing and
setthement services system in 2015 to
internationalise yuan use. It allows global
banks to clear cross-border yuan
transactions directly onshore, instead of
through clearing banks in offshore yuan
hubs, the report sald.

The System for Transfer of Financial

M or 5PFS, was developed by
Russia in 2004 to bypass Western
sanctions, In 2022, Russian banks were
cut off from SWIFT, and the SPFS was of
help.

SEPAMA, Iran's local interbank telecom
system, has as many as 52 branches of
Tranian banks and four unnated foreign
banks connecting with 106 banks using
the SPFS, the Central Bank of [ran said in
2023,

How are these systems faring?
The Banl: for Imematkm! M:lrjemems

settlement without going through
correspondent banks. The project team
developed a new blockehain — the
mBridge Ledger ~ custom-built bycentral
banks to serve as a specialised

flexible platform for implcrnl.'mixinn of
multi-currency cross-border payments in
CBDCs, the BIS website says,

The BISs exit came under a cloud, with
media reports saying it was becanse
mEridge could provide the basis for a
BRICS initiative to circumvent sanctions
on Russka. A May 2016 Forbes report said
that by late 2025, mBridge was in practice
g b o ; 3 vabolaeal

appears o be moving towards building
CIPS into a global platform compliant
with multi-currency settlements and
other foreign payment channels, the
report quoted a sudy led by Ju Jlandong,
a chair professor at Tsinghua University's
PBEC School of Finance,

The SPFS, formed as Russian entities
were banned from SWIFT, has grown ata
record pace in 2023 a3 Moscow ramped
up efforts to resolve financial
shortcomings wrought by sanctions over
the Ukraine war. Alla Bakina, director of
the Russian central bank's national

system d said 50 new

settlement rail for trade berween China
and the Gulf, running outside the dollar
correspondent system”,

The renminbi’s inclusion In the basket
of currencies making up the Special
Dirawing Right, an international reserve
asset created by the International
Monetary Fund, has increased the
acceptance of CIPS, said 4 November
2025 opinion piece in The Himdu by
Biswajit Dhar, a trade economist and

(BIS), an i
owned by central banks to foster
international monetary and financlal
cooperation, exited Project mBridge on
October 31, 2024, after hand-holding it
since 2009, when the Hong

Monetary Authority and the Bank of
Thailand launched the system. The
mBridge, a cross-bloc multi-CBDC
platform with no Western bank, attained
minimum viability status In 2024, It was
envisaged for direct peerto-peer CRDC

farmer at Jawaharlal Nehru
University. The CIPS now has participants
in more than 120 countries, including all
BRICS members except India.

A South China Morning Post report says
CIPS processed 6798 billion yuan of
transactions on average per day in 2025,
“While the CIPS has gained ground, it
remaing far smaller in scale than
established global systems, such as the
U.S.-based Clearing House Interbank
Paymients System,” it saic. Beijing now

mﬂtlasjalned Russ]a‘s alternative system
In 2023, taking the total to 440, of which
maore than 100 are non-residents,

How do India-Russia trade
settlements happen now?

[ussia and India, the second-largest
importer of Russian oil, have built a
functioning payments infrastructure
using roubles and rupees, which now
account for 96% of bilateral rade,

Ivan Nosov, head of Sherbank in India,
satiel, "1 am ready bo say that this is one of
the best-established mechanisms for
Russia’s payments with other countries,”
e said.

According to official data, 22 Russian
banks, including Sberbank, Russia's
Largest Iondm’ which was laﬂlmd with
developing the p i ture,
and 17 Indian bankf, are currently
servicing bilageral trade, a Reuters report
said,




