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U.S. immigration restrictions may outlast Trump

It is tempting to read these developments as a
product of the Trump administration alone, but
they reflect deeper political interests that are
likely to survive post-Trump. Indian nationals
aceount for 70% of H-1B visa approvals, with
one-fifth of the visas going to employees of
Indian-origin companies. This means that, as the
bipartisan focus on immigration reform
continues, the issue is likely to sustain as a
friction point in India-U.S. relations.

The views of the Democrats and Republicans

Democrats are expected to dominate the
upcoming midterm elections in November. They
view immigration through a rights-based lens,
and their voters remain supportive of both legal
immigration and increased legalisation of

undocumented immigrants. Some 75% of
il

H-1B visa system as a serious challenge that needs
to be addressed. Similarly, the labour wing of the
Democratic Party views the H-1B visa programme
as a potential threat to domestic labour
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With both the
Republicans and
Democrats
committed to
immigration
reform, India
faces continued
uncertainty
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the H-IB visa fee hﬂne;, d 3
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:d Congress may

the harshest executive measures and tone down
the rhetorie. However, concerns about visa fraud
and worker protections mean that Democrats are
likely to keep up the pressure on the outsourcing
model and continue pushing for H-1B reforms.

While a plurality of Republicans support
restrictions on legal immigration, this number
has declined considerably since 2025. Among the
Republican leadership, there is a visible split
between anti-immigration nationalists and
pro-immigration business interests. The Trump
administration’s hikes in the H-1B visa fee is an
example of this conflict. While the administration
was openly critical of the programme and
aggressively pushed for the fee increase, it
subsequently diluted the measure by including
exemptions for graduates ol U.S. universities and
existing visa holders, following pressure from
businesses and universities.

The business divide

The debate over wage-weighted entries versus the
lottery system for H-1B visas has dominated
discussions on immigration within the U.S.
business community. There are three broad
categories in this debate. The first is the random
lottery system that was in place until 2026, which
benefited outsaurcmg firms and start- ups The
second is the wage-weighted lottery sy

(February 2026), which infers wage Ievels based
on experience, job role and location, dividing visa
quotas into four categories. On the surface, this
system might benefit big-tech firms, but it could
also benefit outsourcing firms that hire highly
experienced workers for lower wages. The third
is the actual wage weighted lottery model, which
is supported by U.S.-based industries. This
approach could dilute the advantages enjoyed by
outsourcing firms while benefiting American
hires and also F1 student hires.

For the artificial intelligence (Al) and big-tech
business community, this reform cmlkl be
in two ways.

d "he reform could
therefore he]p Al firms secure top international
talent for higher wages.

Second, the Al sector is expanding into market
segments traditionally occupied by start-ups and
outsourcing companies, which often perform low
technolo eand c rication
roles. The Al sector could therefore benefit if
these start-ups and outsourcing firms were
compelled to hue fewer workers. With the Al

prominent role in campaign
mntribuﬂuns ﬁ:nnhem midterm elections,
these policies to counter outsourcing firms are
ljhels‘ ] eonﬁn With over 54% of| lndla's

Wl‘dmllmse for lr.lﬁa. Hmwcr, these
developments could also be viewed as positive
news for Indian students at U.S, universities,

the cost of hinng foreign workers for bustnesses
as a whole, creating pressure that remains largely
beyond partisan control.

With Mr. Trump's political power potentially
diminished after November, anti-immigration
rhetoric could decline. However, with both
parties committed to immigration reform, India
should continue to expect an unfavourable and
unpredictable immigration landscape.

Theviews expressed are personal
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New avenues

India and Poland have no conflict. but
are pulled apart by other nations

ixXteen years after his visit as Poland’s Prime

Minister, Donald Tusk’s travel to Delhi and

Bengaluru last week was to signal a re-
newed desire to work closely with India. Mr.
Tusk’s visit, two months ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s trip to Brussels to sign the India-
European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement, in-
dicated one part of his agenda. Both sides agreed
that it was time to develop trade, currently worth
just $6 billion, to double its size by 2030. Mr.
Tusk’s last visit to India was in 2017, as President
ofthe European Council for the EU-India summit,
and it is fitting that his trip was just as the FTA is
finalised and ratified after years of delays. Anoth-
er area of increased India-Poland collaboration is
in technology., Al and defence hardware, critical
minerals, renewable and nuclear energy given Po-
land’s expertise in the last few decades and In-
dia’s capacity for scale. As the EU’s sixth largest
economy, Poland has officially crossed the $1 tril-
lion GDP (nominal terms) milestone. Its $120-bil-
lion-dollar tech economy is also gaining global in-
terest. A large part of Polish machinery and parts
is exported to Germany, which in turn has a grow-
ing share of Indian imponrts, and India could con-
sider more trilateral collaborations for manufac-
turing and mining technology. The two sides
agreed to establish a “Defence Industry Dialogue™
and explore a dialogue on counter-terrorism
cooperation. Finally, the Modi-Tusk talks focused
on geopolitics, particularly the ongoing war in Uk-
raine. The war’s impact, especially on the Global
South, has been a concern for India, and the Modi
government’s initiative to work on an agreement
acceptable to Kyiv and Moscow on grain exports
and seafarers’ safety was discussed. The four-
pronged plan, announced by External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar during his September visit to
Warsaw, won Mr. Tusk’s support.

At the India-Poland Business Forum in Benga-
Iuru, Mr. Tusk, who was accompanied by a Polish
business delegation, said the challenge now was
in “translating” the talks and MoUs signed into ac-
tual joint ventures between businesses. Apart
from the distance and geographies, there is the
matter of trust, given India’s defence engagement
with Russia and Poland’s defence ties with Pakis-
tan. Poland is credited with training Pakistan’s Air
Force in its early years; a mmutual defence cooper-
ation agreement was signed in 2018. India has a
unique and enduring partnership with Russia,
and New Delhi is unlikely to accept Warsaw’s
strictures over its military engagement and exer-
cises with Russia that caused a controversy earlier
this year during the Polish Foreign Minister’s visit.
It is essential for Delhi and Warsaw to complete
the confidentiality of classified information that is
still being negotiated and draw up the parameters
of future cooperation based on realities. Mr.
Tusk’s statement that India and Poland today
have no “conflicts of interest™ is a significant aspi-
ration, for two countries that share old values,
and new avenues of partnership.
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Wicked surprise

Northeast monsoon is more
unpredictable, and south must be wary

s India recovers from a monsoon-deficit
A year, there is both hope and trepidation

regarding the prospects for that ‘other
monsoon’, or the ‘northeast monsoon’. While
contributing only around a quarter of India’s an-
nual rainfall, it is largely focused on the south-
east peninsula regions of Tamil Nadu, Puducher-
ry, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, south
interior Karnataka and Keralam. The southwest
monsoon, influenced by a strengthening El Nifio,
has already left its desiccating mark. Rainfall
from June-September was 759.4 mm against
868.6 mm, a 12.6% deficit, the driest in 11 years.
This has impacted kharif sowing and is reflected
in food inflation.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has said that this year, the northeast monsoon
rainfall, spanning October to December, would
likely be ‘normal,” meaning in line with a 50-year
average and within a 12% error window. Most
parts of the country, it said, are expected to re-
ceive below-normal rainfall, except some areas of
northwest India and southern parts of peninsular
India, where rainfall is likely to be normal to
above-normal. The wide error window, however,
is far less precise than its forecasts for the south-
west monsoon with its margin of 5%, and can so-
metimes make the northeast monsoon the bear-
er of nasty surprises. For instance, December 1,
2015, saw the city of Chennai deluged by its hea-
viest rainfall in 24-hours in over a century; at least
500 lives were lost and 18 lakh people displaced
in the State. That year and the present are linked
by a common thread: a powerful El Nifio. Asso-
ciated with the heating up of the Central Pacific,
the El Nifio is linked to the drying up of the south-
west monsoon rains but also yoked — not always
— with a vigorous northeast monsoon. Other than
in 2015, several El Nifio years, such as 1997 and
2009, have been associated with above-normal
rainfall between October and December in Tamil
Nadu though El Nifio years, such as 2002 and
1982, saw a poor northeast monsoon (and a pred-
ictably bad southwest monsoon). While the cli-
mate mechanisms linking a vigorous northeast
monsoon and El Nifo are still to be fully under-
stood, it appears the warming patterns of the El
Nifio tend to deflect rain-bearing cyclonic circula-
tions in unpredictable ways. Therefore, the
Centre and the southern States ought to take
enough precautions: from clearing up stormwa-
ter drains, fortifying shelters, making provisions
for infrastructure damage and tightening weath-
er warning forecasts to prepare for torrents.

CcM
K
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The need for a national media council

he recent protests
called by the
Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), and
helmed by Opposition
parties, demanding the
resignation of Chief Election
‘Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar have exposed a chink
in journalists’ armour, The
crackdown on journalists,
especially freelancers and
independent journalists,
during the October 10
protests, has rekindled the
debate on who has the right
to be recognised as a
journalist and about who
decides who is a journalist,
One has seen how during
the CJP protests, both in July
over the NEET paper leak
and in October over the
demand for the CEC’s
removal, freelancers and
independent journalists, and
content creators descended
in hordes at the protest
venue already bulging at the
seams with reporters from
3 red n edla ho

everyone starts becoming a
journalist, it will create
problems for every other

Rakesh Goswami

Professor of
Journalism at Indian
Institute of Mass
Communication, New
Delhi

Just like there is
the Bar Council
of India for
lawyers and an
Institute of
Chartered
Accountants of
India for
chartered
accountants, the
media council
can recognise all
working
journalists,
freelance
journalists,
camerapersons
and technicians

person,” the CJI said. During
the hearing, senior advocate
Indira Jaisingh said that
there must be a national
protocol for police not to
obstruct the professional
work of any journalist who
has an identity card from
the employer. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
that in the present era, any
person with a mobile phone
could claim to be an
independent or freelance
journalist when he/she
would, in fact, be making
reels only to garner
popularity on social media
to earn money by either
presenting one-sided stories
or sensationalising events.

Recognising journalists
These developments have
put the focus back on the
question of who recognises
_]Olll 11'|Jlsts As per the

\al Safety, Health
and Working Conditions
Code, 2020, a working
journalist is a person whose
principal avocation is
Jjournalism and who is
employed in a newspaper,
electronic media or digital
media, This definition
excludes people employed
in a managerial or
administrative capacity.
Further, Central and State
governments provide
accreditation to working
journalists, freelance
journalists, camerapersons
and technicians.
Accreditation recognises
working journalists and
others and gives them
access to designated official
sources ot information. For

Delhi-NCR,
provided|

fﬁédﬁa-m'cc'rﬂec'l'itatirflll‘lw ==
guidelines of the PIB and
DIP define the eligibility

criteria for all those seeking
accreditation. However, one
of the major issues with
government accreditation is
that it has a quota
depending upon circulation
(for newspapers, periodicals
and magazines), subscribers
(for news agencies), licence
under uplinking and
downlinking guidelines (for
private satellite TV
channels), and unique
visitors (for digital news
publishers). Therefore, all
journalists in recognised
media organisations don't
get accreditation. This leads
us to the question on how
all working journalists can
be recognised.

One solution could be a
national media council or
commission. Just like there
is the Bar Council of India
for lawyers and an Institute
of Chartered Accountants of
accountants, the media
council can recognise all
working journalists,
[reelance journalists,
camerapersons and
technicians. Just like you
need a law degree to
practise law, a medical
degree to become a doctor,
the media council may
mandate a degree or
diploma in journalism and
mass communication while
applymg fora hccncc.

fw. z

Recently, some other
journalists’ bodies have also
submitted a memorandum
to the government with the
same demand. As more and
more people with a camera
claim to be freelance
journalists, it may be high
time for the government to
give some serious thought to
the idea of such a council.
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Where should judicial restraint begin?

Justice Ujjal Bhuyans remarks on voter deletions have revived debate over judicial propriety and comments on pending eases: while his emphasis on voting

rights

LETTER & SPIRIT

V. Venkatesan

n Jllly 2018, Justice Ranjan Gogol,
months before becoming Chief
Justice of India, said democracy
sometimes needed "noisy judges”,
Journalists. Fight

yeears later, that judicial voice his becone

mnlpnllum
October 4, Justice Ujfal Bhtu‘m

the
Moot Court com 3t NALSAR

mnnwwhmnﬂmrdmmm

Citing Section 22 of the Representition of
the People Act, 1950, he stressed the need
for notice and a hearing before defetion,
except in the case of death.,

Former Chiel Justice of India B.E. Gavai
objected that “judiclal propriety” did nat
permit a sitting judge to comment on &
sub judice matter. Farmier Delhi High
Court judges 5.N. Dhingra and R.S. Sodhi
expressed miw concems, wthjm.{oc

the

Sadhi

e
suw:rnlmvoﬁt@ rights.

The day aflter Justice Ehuyan spoke,
Justice Vikram Nath, the senfor-mast
puisne judge in the Supreme Court,
delivered a lecture in Delhi. ~Imparialicy

nd procedural safeguards aligns with existing rulings, his statement against mass disen

hefore deletion. The more debarable part
was his propaosition that a process
disenfranchizing millons would be
intrinsieally arbitrary and that no eourt
qud wndm]r i, Yet the proposition was

anal § are ot 1 thing,”
he said. A judge must be impartial, but
need not be insensibile to the human
consequences of law, he observed. Where
is the line between an engaged judge and
one who has sald too much?

What does the Indian code require?
The startin h of

| anad did ot decide whether
particular SIR produces that result. The
issue turns on how closely those words
approached an answer to a live
controversy.

Must judges remain silent on
ions of public imp
dards draw a more

Values of udicial Life, adapted by tlie Full
Ouurt nl'tha Supmm Court on May 7,
.andp aha!l m'nhn

mutters "or on matters th
likely to arise for judicial
determination”. Clause | requires conduct
sustaining public fith in judicial
impartiality. The Restatement carries no
sanction of its own, bur has been
reproduced and relied upon in judicial
decisions.

‘When Justice Bhuyan addressed
NALSAR, arising from the West
Bengal SIR remained before the Supreme
Court. More than 22 lakh deleted voters
had appealed for restoration, the Election
Commission of India told the court, and
related matters were due on October 5.
Justice Bhuyan neither named the SIR nor
=at on those Benches.

But did justice Bhuyan state
something the court had not already
held?

Here the criticism requires qualification.

ca]ih;'a[ed bBoundary. The commentary o
the Bangalore Pr phees oof Juedi
Conduct recognises judicial freedom of
o xprm'-:ml on Jegal education, judicial
prenclierse anal conrt adminisati
ciphe 2.4 restrains comment that
might reasonably affect a proceeding
hefore, or capable of coming hefore, the
Judge, while Principle 4.11 allows judges to
write, lecture and teach on law and the
administration of justice.

The LL5. Supreme Court’s 2023 Code of
Conduct permits Justices to speak, write,
lecture and teach, but asks them to
refrain from ing on the

Cart Scholars Jasmin Moran and
Christopher W, Schmidt recognise
apparent-bias concerns without treating
Judicial silenee as the answer.

Is Justice Bhuyan exceplionally
outspoken?

Justice Bhuyan is an unusually visible
Judicial speaker. A conservative

open source audit found at least 25
public-facing engagements since he joined
the 51 Court on July 14, 2023 i
covered institutional archives, Bar events
and contemporaneous reports, excluding
courtroom remarks, internal programmes
“heduled
participation could be establi
Tesast nine addresses ge
reports, seven in 2026, The figure ixa
minimum.
I 2026, his speeches became mon:
painted. He questioned executive
influence in judicial transfers, cited low
conviction rates while discussing overuse
of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, eriticised restrictive bail conditions,
sought greater ransparency In collegium
decisions and criticised frivalous

s of
& pending or impending matter. For

by or educational purpos
; describe the issues involved, The
crion is berween explaining an
and appearing o answer it.

Alleglance. The litigant sought his recusal,
and Scalia took no part when the case
reached the U.5. Supreme Court,

On May 27, 2026, a Bench although the Court gave no reason. If
Chief Justice Surya Kant upheld the Bihar | Britain, Lady Hale outlined comperting
SIRin i thie pending Brexit litigation

for * Refornis
¥ Eleclion afIndia, The court
deseribed the right o vole
canstitutional, though neither absolute
nor unreglated, and said Articles 325
and 326 reqquire inclusion of eligible
electors and exclusion of ineligible

206, theen stopped: “the case is
estined for oir Conrt, so T must sy no
mure”. She later =i in Miller. Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsbury crossed a different
houndary by eriticising pregidential
candidate Donald Trump, then described
her ¢ as "ill-advised”.

persons. Rule 21A of the Regi af
Electors Rules, 1960, it added, requires
notice, inguiry, hearing and a reasoned
determination before deletion.

Justice Bhuyan was therefore on
established ground in describing voting as
constitutbonal and stressing a hearing

Indian practice also counsels against
treating every public intervention as
Improper. A NALSAR T MErch 2024;

ice BV, criticised

Gavernors who withheld assent to Bills
while refated disputes were before the

tioans arising from food choioes,
pomns pratests and sl

comparalle propriety controversy,

Twao episodes sLme out, After Justice

an “indiscretion”, Former Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, by contrast, defended
.:muthn.rju]\' speech on dissent and

while « that

sitting judges must exercise restraint
i.wc:msc similar Issues may laer come
before them. Their disagreement shoes
why controversy alone i a poor lest,

Does his High Court record bear on
this?

Justice Bhuyan's Gauhati High Court
record cautions against treating speeches

e

GETTY IMAGES

Urnion of India. TnSiraful Hogie v Seate of
Assant (2019), it also reversed a 2007
decialon of his Bench where varlations in
‘afamily name had contributed to
rejection of a citizenship claim. Yet in Md
Anuwur Hissain v Union of India (2014,

COgent reasons, re

ordered the petitioner’s nelease from
argue feafresh. His record
contains strict and claimant-protective
strands. Extrajudicial language abow
cliizenship, Hberry or voting cannot safely
predict how he would decide a properly
argued case,

So, are Justice Bhuyan's critics
correct?
India’s Restatement uses broader
Ialwum. than the LS, code, Ella

that voting is con
and deletion requires procedural
safeguards largely track existing doctrine,
‘The sentence that “no court can
condone” mass disenfranchisement
comes closer to stating a constituthonal
conclusion, although it was conditional
and did not decide whether the SIR
produces that result.

The criticism becomes weak
enbarged intoa claim that sitting judges
should avoid public discussion of
constitutional law, civil liberties, judicial

ppoi cort i
Indian judges have long occupied that
space, and international standards
recognise its value. If a case presenting
the precise issue on which Justice Bhuyan
spoke were assigned to him, the Scalia
episode shows why recusal could become
a question.

Justice Gogoi's “noisy judge” and

e Nath's formulation that
lity need not mean indifference

when

the subject of the speech, the spec
of the conchusion and its proximity o
Jd]lldl(.:![lull Judicial speech can enrich
but the

as predictors of outcomes, In
Bevia v Uiion of India (2017), his Bench
unal finding

The Supreme Court later sct aside that
broader conclusion In Rupajan Begum v

Iensrre hall should not sound like a
couriroom deciding a case before the
parties are heard.

(V. Venkatesan is Contributing Editor at
Supreme Court Observer. Views expressed

| are personal)

chisement mises questions about fimits of judicial specch

The Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life bars judges fraem
commenting on pending or
likely judicial matiers

Comparative standards allew
judges to discuss legal issues
but caution against remarks.
that could affect panding
proceedings

-

Justice Bhiyan's record
Includes both strict and
claimant-protective rlings,
showing why public speeches
cannat predict judicial
outcomas
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We need to address the issue of soil health.
Four steps canimprove the situation

P\
FROMPLATETOPLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI
AND RITIKA JUNEJA

'HE UNION Minister for Agricul-

tureand Farmers’ Welfare, Shiv-

raj Singh Chouhan, launched

his rabi campaign, “Khet Ba-

chao Abhiyan” (Save the Farm
Campaign), on October 22 in Karnal, Ha-
ryana. His focusis to correct theimbalanced
useof chemical fertilisers, which is harming
soilsand groundwater and polluting the air.
He has appealed to farmers to use balanced
doses of chemical fertilisers, inline with the
doses recommended by state agriculture
universities for major crops. He iswell aware
of the problem, but the issue is whether the
farmerswill heed hisadvice, especially when
the pricing policy of urea, diammonium
phosphate (DAP) and muriate of potash
(MOP) gives them wrong signals. Sixteen
yearsafter the nutrient-based subsidy (NBS)

was introduced, the imbalance in the use of

nitrogen (N), Phosphate (P) and potash (K)
hasworsened.

Crops, like humans, need a balanced
meal. ICRIER's recent policy brief, ‘Repur-
posing India’s Fetﬂ]iserPnllcywwambNu—
trient Optimisation’,
mmmmmmmm Elm‘l
ngaﬁﬂn—speaﬁnnmnsbetweenmm
g:)in 2024-25, neatly bracketing the NBS re-

The results are sobering, Nationally; ni-
trogen use has moved from 7 per cent
below its recommended dose to 6 per cent
above it. The phosphorus deficit has nar-
rowed only from 29t022 per cent, while the
potassium deficit has deepened from 4810
72 per cent: Farmers apply just 9 kg of pot-
ashper hectare againstaneed of 32kg. The
N:P:K ratiostands at 10.5:4.1:1, against ade-

rived normative 2.8:1.5:1. Eleven of 20
majorstates, led by Jharkhand (72 per cent)
and Punjab (65 per cent), overuse nitrogen.
Every state under-applies potash; Haryana
and Jharkhand applybarely atenth of what
their crops need.

Why hasareformmeantto fix theimbal-
ance madeit worse? Simple economics. NBS
let the prices of phosphatic and potassic fer-
tilisers float with world markets, but kept
ureaoutata fixed price. Bet 2010-1and
2024-25, DAP prices nearly tripled to Rs
54/kg, and MOP rose six-fold to Rs 52/kg,
whilethe priceof nitrogen in urearose byjust
1percent, Farmers respond torelative prices.
Nitrogen also makes the crop look green,
while the damage from missing potash
shows up later, and quietly. So, nitrogen’s
shareinNPKuseisbacktoabout67
per cent — the 1970-71 level.

ILLUSTRATION: CR SASIKUMAR

paradox: Carbon-starved soils cannot hold
‘what is poured on them, and crops take up
only 30-40 per cent of the nitrogen applied.
Partof the rest escapes into theair as nitrous
oxide, a greenhouse gas 273 times as potent
ascarbondioxide; Punjab's fertiliser-related
emissions are nearly double the national
average. Some of the chemical leaches into
groundwater: Nitrate above safe limits has
been found in parts of 502 districts and
carries the risk of “blue baby syndrome™ in
infants and chronicillnessin adults.
Potassium deficiency weakens resistance
todrought and disease and lowers grain
quality; phosphorusshortage delays flower-
ing. Whensoils lackzincand other micronu-
trients, the grains they yield do too, fuelling
the hidden hunger that afflicts millions.
Allthisalsocomesatasteep fis-
cal price. The subsidy budget for

The damage runs from the soil The subsidy budget for202627  5657i5Rs 171 lakh crore. Thedis-

tothe p!aw Qfmg%]aid:sampies

lowin nltrngen 52percentin or-
ganic carbon, 42 per cent in boron
and 37 per cent in zinc. Low ni-
trogen despite its overuse is no

is Rs 1.711akhcrore. The
disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz could push the
subsidy bill to between Rs 2.5
lakhcrore and Rs 3 lakh crore

ruption in the Strait of Hormuz
could push the subsidy bill to any-
where between Rs 2.5 lakh crore
and Rs 3 lakh crore, with the urea
subsidyamountingto two-thirdsof
this. The benefits are skewed, too:
Punjab gets about Rs 25,700 of ni-

trogen subsidy per hectare, 10 times what
Kerala gets. Add MSP-based procurement
and subsidised power, and the rice-wheat ro-
tation gets locked in. All this hurts aquifers.

What, then, isthe way out? Four stepscan
improve the situation.

One, move from input price subsidy to
a direct benefit transfer on a per-hectare
basis and neutral across nutrients and
crops. Thiswillensure that farmers face the
market price of each nutrient and urea
losesits artificial edge. AgriStackis creating
digital farmer IDs linked to land records
and crops sown, and a framework for ferti-
liser sale (FFS) will tie each purchase at the
point of saleto thatidentity. Butidentifying
tenants remains a challenge. Ifthis séems
too abrupt, bring urea under NBS while
lowering DAP and MOP prices in step,
keeping the overall subsidy budget at
around Rs2lakh crore.

Two, reward balance where decisionsare
made. PM-PRANAM was supposed to re-
ward states that use fertilisers in a balanced
‘way. But so far, nothing has been disbursed.
Thescheme needs fixing, anditsimplemen-
tation sheuld be expedited.

Three, plough the savings in fertiliser
subsidy into drip irrigation and fertigation,
andbackproductinnovation. Theseinclude
customised and coated fertilisers, triple
super phosphate (TSP) — in place of DAP —
biofertilisers, nano fertilisers, and gene-
edited seedsusing nitrogen moreefficiently.

Four, follow the 4Rs — right source, rate,
time and place — with plot-level advice
based on soil tests. Rotating cereals with
pulses cancut the next crop’s nitrogen need
by 20-30 per cent. But none of this will stick
in Punjaband Haryana unless power pricing
and procurement are reformed.

The yardstick of success must change
from total fertilisers applied to balanced
supply of nutrients. India’s soils have been
quietly underwriting our food security for
decades; thataccountis now overdrawn. The
real question iswhetherthe government will
bite the bullet before the soils give way. The
cost of waiting is rising with every season.

Gulatiis distinguished professor and Juneja is
senior fellow at ICRIER. Views are personal
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In Iran war, no clarity on what
a win might look like

l.\_,_, -/.

SYED ATA
HASNAIN

Does America
seekto
eliminate Iran’s
nuclear
capability,
dismantleits
missiles, secure
Hormuz, or
change
Tehran’s
behaviour?
Each demands
adifferent
strategy

BEGAN studying West Asiain 1967,

whilestill at sehool. Almost six dec-

ades after my first encounter with

the region, I find its strategic en-

vironment more complex than
ever, The current US-Israel confrontation
with Iran poses a deceptively simple mili-
tary question: What would victory ac-
tually look like?

Nearly eight months into the war, US
and Israeli strikes have damaged Iran’s
military infrastructure, yet Tehran retains
the ability to threaten regional security
and shipping. Overwhelming American
superiority has not delivered a decisive
political outcome.

The November 3 midterms may in-
fluence US President Donald Trump's
choices, but cannot replenish munitions
or resolve Washington's uncertain objec-
tives. Does America seek to eliminate
Iran’s nuclear capability, dismantle its
missiles, secure Hormuz, or change
Tehran's behaviour? Each demands a dif-
ferent strategy. Regime change would
require far more. Without clarity, further
military escalation may merely prolong
the conflict.

The apparent reluctance to employ
America’s full military might is not necess-
arily evidence of weakness. It may reflect
recognition that escalation without a de-
fined end state can create more problems
than it solves. Iran, meanwhile, hasorgan-
ised much of its defence around the
knowledge that it cannot win a conven-
tional contest with the US. Missiles,
drones, dispersed launchers, under-
ground facilities and the capacity for in-
termittent attacks offer another method:
Remaining dangerous enough todeny an
adversary an easy conclusion.

My study of Tranian missile develop-
ment taught me how little outsiders know
about concealed inventories. Destroyed
launchers and damaged factories reveal
neither serviceable weapons remaining
nor Iran’s capacity to replace them. His-
torical links with North Korean missile
technology and Chinese equipment,
alongside relations with Russia, merit at-
tention. Yet these do not establish that
any country is currently replenishing
Iran’s arsenal.

Supply chains challenge assumptions

about isolation. Iran’s northern land
borders, Caspian access and overland
commercial routes receive little attention
compared with its vulnerable southern
coastline. Across West Asia, ISIS and the
Houthis have demonstrated how
weapons move through indirect networks
despite surveillance, hostile borders and
maritime interdiction. Iran’s require-
ments are far greater than those of insur-
gent organisations, making direct com-
parisons imperfect. The question is how
quickly Iran can restore sufficient capa-
bility to remain dangerous.

The US faces its own industrial prob-
lem. Reports of exceptionally heavy expen-
diture of Patriot interceptors, alongside
other precision munitions, underline the
mismatch between the speed of consump-
tion in combat and the years sometimes
needed for replenishment. America must
also maintain commitments to Ukraine
and preserve readiness for contingencies
in the Indo-Pacific.

Iran’s endurance has limits, too. Infla-
tion, disrupted trade, reduced revenues,
and civilian hardship can gradually erode
thestate’s freedom of action. But economic
distress does not automatically produce
political collapse. A country can remain
militarily disruptive long after its society
has suffered greatly.

Israel can impose further punishment,
but it cannot by itself guarantee Iranian
submission. The Gulf states have little ap-
petite for an expanding war that threatens
their infrastructure and economic ambi-
tions. A wider confrontation involving
Yemen or renewed attacks on shipping
could enlarge the conflict without clarify-
ing how it ends.

After November 3, Trump may enjoy
greater political freedom or face sharper
congressional scrutiny. Either result
leaves the military dilemma intact. Thé
challenge for Washington will be to deter-
mine how much more military force can
realistically achieve, and when diplo-
macymusttakemer. Ultimately, the abil-
ity to end a war on acceptable terms is a
greater measure of military success than
the ability to prolong it.

The writer is Governor of Bihar and former
commander of the Indian Army's Chinar Corps
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Why Loss & Damage Fund
for Nepal matters beyond it
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AMITABH SINHA

ew af
il This system seeks to provide
financial assistance to developing coun-
tries affected by climate events.
Theallocation isa first from the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), a
new international financing instrument
created in 2022 to address a long-pending
demand from developing nations, particu-
larly th 1l and vulnerable countries
that face the maximum risk from climate
events. These countries have contributed
negligibly to creating the problem of cli-
mate change because of their extremely low
emissions footprint, and yet, they dispro-
portionately suffer its consequen

Developing countries also have fewer
resourees and happen to be among those
least equipped to deal with major climate-
related disasters.

The allocation for Nepal, which still
has to undergo some procedural formal-
ities before being released, isby nomeans
commensurate with the extent of damage
inflicted by an event assessed to be trig-
gered by climarte change. But its impor-
tance lies in acknowledging the need for
quickly mobilising financial resources.
The decision to earmark $20 million for
Nepal was taken at an emergency board
meeting of the FRLD, following requests
from Nepal and several other countries
that supportedit.

Emergency allocation

The money for Nepal is an out-of-turn
allocation by the FRLD, and essentially its
first decision on applications made by
countries. Operationalised in 2023 after re-
celving the firstround of contributions from

14 «Top5donorstoFRLD
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Thedevastated structure around Betrawati Rasuwa border in Nepal following the flash floods on August 31. fie

donorcountries, the FRLD madeits firstcall
forapplications during the annual climate
conference in Brazil last year (COP30}. By
thetimethewindow forapplicationsclosed
on June 15 this vear, 119 countries had sub-
mitted 176 funding request:

has so far received only $822 million from
donors, and much of it is currently only at
the commitment stage, with the actual
amount yet to be delivered. Clearly, the
fund has no capacity to accept every re-
quest even after capping each request at
$20 million.

Asa result, the fund will have te priori-
tise these requests. Adecision on these re-
quests is scheduled for December, al-
though Nepal's case is a separate one. The
floodingincident, in which more thanover
1,300 people were killed and over 5,000
continue to be missing, happened in Au-
gust, and an extraordinary request was
made in September. Its acceptance under-
linesthe need to provideemergency finan-
cial assistance to countries following a
large-scale climate disaster.

The success in disbursing funds to
Nepal quickly, even though the amount is
nominal, islikely to become atemplate for
many such requests in future, Countries
struck by a disaster would insist on im
mediate consideration of their request and
quick access to money, which is how this
mechanism was envisaged to work.

Onesmall,

quick step

Theallocation

for Nepalis by

nomeans

commensurate
with the extent of
damage inflicted
by the floods this

August.
L

Butits
importance lies
inacknowledging
thenced for

financial
resources.
=1

Huge demand, limited supply

Most of the current requests made tothe
fund are of aslightly different nature when
compared to Nepal’s case. They pertain to
botheconomic and non-economiclossand
damage arisingoutof climate-induced ex-
treme weatherevents orslow-onset events
like glacial melt, sea-level rise, biodiversity
loss and desertification.

Reconstructionof damaged infrastruc-
ture and restoration of essential services
like health, transport, energy and educa-
tion services are a small part of expendi-
tures for which money is being sought.

‘The countries’ demands are generally as-
sociated with building resilience, settingup
early warning systems, institutional
strengthening, including the capability to
assessthe contribution of climate change in
causing an event, livelihood restoration, and
providing psychesocial s rtto affecred
populations. Ik 50, 1 ade .

'he range of financial needs presented
by the countries before the FRLD high-
lights the inadequacy of climate finance
available to developing countries. Under
the global cli hang ture gov-
erned by the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change and the 2015 Paris
Agreement, developed countries are man-
dated to provide financial assistance tode-
veloping countries to help fight climate
change. But just as they have been lacking
inmeetingtheir greenhouse gas emissionre-
duction targets, developed countries have

Developing nations have long
pushed for payouts for events
worsened by climate change.
Nepal could become a template

nozmlﬁiledleirﬁnancial obligationseither.

Important beginning

This reluctance of developed nations to
putmoney onthetable hasaffected theloss
and damage fund as well. These countries
had stalled the creation of the fund for years,
before giving in to sustained pressure.

Buttheactual contributions to the fund
have been minuscule. Consider the fact
that a total of 27 donor countries have to-
gether pledged $822 million, Ofthem, onily
three countries — Italy, France and the
United Arab Emirates —have made a com-
mitment of over $100 million each, The
FRLD does not have any target — countries
are encouraged to contribute voluntarily.

Nepal'scase isasmall but important be-
ginning, [topens upthe possibility thatim-
mediate financial assistance could be pro-
vided to resource-scarce countries to
respond to a major climate disaster. But
over the long term, as such disasterst
come more frequent, the effectiveness of
FRLD would remain severely constrained
unless developed nations put more money
into the fund.
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When genes raise cholesterol,

diet may make
adifference
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