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The high cost of India’s private health-care boom

or crores of Indian families, the financial
shock of hospitalisation - especially in a
private hospital - begins even before
treatment is complete. The
Parliamentary ‘ha.ndlng (‘mnnnllee nt] He.ilth

26,631 ina
For childbirth, the average
ot ofpockez medical expenditure in private
facilities is ¥37,630, against ¥2,299 in public
facilities.

Some of the contradictions

The committee has made 368 recommendations,
including standardised package rates and
mandatory pre-treatment cost estimates. Among
the widely reported proposals is that basic room
tariffs in metropolitan private hospitals should
not exceed the average tariff of three-star hotels
that are nearby. It has also suggested that large
corporate hospitals earning from medical
tourism, foreign patients and high-net wvorl.h
individuals should cross-subsidise poorer [

and reserve beds for Ayushman Bharat | Pradhan
Maniri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
beneficiaries at regulated rates, Yet, there isa
contradiction. India wants more private and
foreign capital in health care, particularly in
Tier-2, Tier-3 and rural areas, while
simultaneously asking the government to review
foreign direct investment rules related to the
acquisition and management of existing
hospitals.

There is a strong case for continued
investment in Indian health care. Hospitals
require substantial capital. Land, equipment,
intensive care units, digital systems, laboratories
and trained personnel are expensive, Public
hospitals cannot currently meet all demand for
secondary and tertiary care. Private hospitals
therefore fill an important gap. Foreign investors
and private-equity funds can bring capital,
managerial capacity, technology and the capacity
to expand hospital networks, India also needs
investment in pharmaceutical and medical-device
manufacturing. If regulation becomes excessively
restrictive or unpredictable, some investment
may move elsewhere, This could slow capacity
expansion and delay the development of better
health-care infrastructure in cities and districts
where need is genuine.

However, in all sectors, capital comes with
expectations of returns. In health care, it creates
a special concern because patients are not
ordinary consumers. A patient rrely decides
independently whether an MRI is required,
whether hospital admission should continue for
two more days, or whether s procedure is
necessary. Health care is shaped by what

Chandrakant
Lahariya
Practising physician
specialising in
preventive and
cardio metabelic
maedicine, whose
upcoming book,
‘Pill-Free: You Don't
Need Everything You
Have Been
Prescribed”, will be
released in
September 2026

The country
needs private
capital to
expand health
care, but
investment
cannot be
allowed to
shape clinical
decisions,
pricing and
access in ways
that make care
unaffordable or
unnecessarily
intensive

economists call information asymmetry: the
provider knows more than the patient. Therefore,
when financial incentives become Loo strong,
they can influence not just the price of care but
also how much care is delivered.

A closer look at private care
This is where the role of private equity and
venture capital in health care deserves closer
attention. Corporate hospital groups increasingly
compete for well-known specialists, sophisticated
technology and premium infrastructure. These
can improve quality, but also create a high-cost
ecosystem. Hospitals that pay very high salaries
to senior specialists and super-specialists, acquire
expensive equipment and operate under pressure
to increase revenue must eventually recover
these costs. Revenue targets, procedure-linked
incentives, higher occupancy expectations and
higher revenue per bed can gradually influence
institutional behaviour. Most doctors act in
patients” interests. Yet, systems shape behaviour.
If hospitals and doctors are rewarded for doing
more, the direction becomes predictable.
ﬁwmuhunmom]yh@ercmbumhoa
worrying medicalisation. Lab inve
detect abnormalities that would never have
caused harm. More screening can lead to
unnecessary follow-up tests. A patient who could
be managed as an outpatient may be admitted.
Caesarean sections, angioplasties, intensive-care
admissions, diagnostic packages and long lists of
medicines must therefore be seen not only as
individual clinical decisions but also within the
incentive structure of the health system. This
does not mean these interventions are usually
unnecessary. [t means that a system rewarding
interventions and procedures needs strong
safeguards against unnecessary prescriptions,
surgeries, investigations and medications,

That is why a review of FDI in the acquisition
of existing hospitals is justified. Domestic
investors can be equally profit-oriented, while
foreign investment can create valuable capacity.
The more useful question is about what an
investment does to the health system, Does it
create new beds or simply acquire existing ones?
Does it improve competition or lead to market
concentration? Does it enter an underserved
district or add another high-end facility ina
metro? If an investor receives
tax benefits or other public support, are there
enforceable obligations related to aﬂ'mtlab&e beds
or participation in public insurance
India should encourage greenfield i mvesl.melll
and manufacturing, while scrutinising
acquisitions that reduce competition or raise the
risk of excessive pricing.

Price regulation also needs to be approached
carefully. The proposal to link hospital room
charges to nearby three-star hotels is easy to

understand, but cannot by itself solve the
affordability problem. A hospital room includes
nursing, infection-control and emergency
support that a hotel room does not, More
importantly, if one component of the bill is
capped, hospitals may increase charges
elsewhere. India’s experience with coronary stent
price regulation showed that government
intervention can reduce excessive mark-ups, But
hospital care is more complex; what matters is
the total cost of an episode, Package rates,
transparent estimates, billing standards and audit
mechanisms are therefore more useful than
isolated caps on individual components. There is
also an established approach to such payments:
Diagnosis-Related Groups (DRG). ADRGis a
patient-classification system that standardised
hospital reimbursement by paving a fixed,
predetermined amount for an inpatient stay
based on the diagnosis and procedures, rather
than reimbursing each service separately.

Focus on public health
There is a larger policy question. India cannot
rmdﬂeusmgnmorwmkpuﬂlchwhhme If
Mh remain over ded
undermﬁed or difficult 1o access, citizens wFE
continue to depend heavily on private providers,
Experience from OECD countries has shown that
one effective form of regulation is a strong public
health system that provides a credible alternative.

Public hospitals must therefore become a
genuine option, not merely the last resort for
those who cannot afford private care. Primary
health care needs strengthening so that disease is
prevented, detected and treated early. Insurance
systems, including AB-PMJAY, should reward
appropriate care rather than simply higher
volumes of procedures. Clinical audits,
evidence-based treatment protocols and
transparent billing can protect both patients and
doctors from commercial pressures.

The Parliamentary Committee is right to focus
attention on affordability and to question
whether the current pattern of investment in
private health care aligns with public interest.
Price caps and an FDI review are reasonable
starting points, but India needs a wider
conversation about the kind of health-care system
it is building, Private investment will remain
essential, and profit by itself is not the problem.

The problem begins when the pursuit of
returns starts a key influence. A health-care
system should attract capital, but its clinical
priorities must still be set by medical need. The
true measure of India’s health-care progress will
not be how much money flows into hospitals or
what is the annual compounded growth rate in
medical tourism, but whether Indian citizens can
enter them with confidence that they will receive
what they need. No more, no less.
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Making India’s food system climate-proof cannot wait

ndia's food security journey is undoubtedly

one of the most significant agricultural

transformations in the world. From
dependence on food aid in the 1960s, the country
has ernerged asa majcﬂ' fmd pmduﬁer b’uﬂt
entitlement to mbsnd:se lbodgmns for around
800 million people through the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), 2013. This achievement rests
on decades of public investment in improved
seeds, irrigation, procurement, storage, price
support and public distribution. The task now is
to protect and strengthen that achievement amid
a changing climate and increasingly frequent
extreme weather events.

Climate change threatens food security
globally. For India, the policy challenge has
evolved beyond producing enough food to
ensuring affordable, nutritious supply for 1.4
billion people despite rising temperatures, erratic
rainfall, extreme weather, and water scarcity
affecting production, storage, transport, and
consumption.

The advantages

India has the initial advantage to address this
challenge. Foodgrain production reached more
than 350 million tonnes in 2024-25, including
record output of rice and wheat. The Public
Distribution System (PDS), supported by
digitisation and the One Nation One Ration Card
(ONORC), has expanded the reach and portability
of food entitlements. These foundations provide
the production capacity and administrative depth
and expertise needed to support the transition
towards a climate-resilient food-security
framework.

India’s evolving [ood-systems approach
recognises that climate risks span the entire value
chain. Heat reduces wheat yields, erratic
monsoons cause floods and droughts within
seasons, groundwater depletion weakens
irrigation buffers, and extreme weather damages
storage and transport infrastructure. These
cascading effects create market volatility and
limit household access to nutritious foods.

Elisabeth Faure

Country Director, UN
World Food
Programme in India

Purvi Mehta

International expert
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climate-resilient
development

India has built
food security;
now it must
climate-proof it
for a secure
food future

The rice-wheat system has served India well,
but national procurement remains concentrated
in a few crops and geographies. Several of these

areas also face serious groundwater stress. This
model emerged as a rational response fo the
production constraints of an earlier era. The
opportunity now is to build on its achievements
by progressively diversifying procurement across
crops and regions, while making the system more
responsive to climate and natural-resource
mns;derauons The procurement may gradually
expand across geographies and commeodities,
with price support aligned to encourage crops
suited to local water and climate conditions.
Millets, pulses, oilseeds and other nutri-cereals
can reduce risk concentration while
strengthening dietary diversity. Cereals such as

rice and wheat will remain essential, but a

broader procurement hase can create a more
resilient national portfolio.

Along with the procurement, the PDS can
progressively reinforce a diversified food basket.
A carefully designed inclusion of locally
appropriate millets and pulses would strengthen
the connect between food security with
nutrition, water conservation and climate
adaptation.

On climate information

Forecasts from the India Meteorological
Department may be linked more directly with
procurement, bufferstock and contingency
decisions. The NFSA's monitoring framework can
also include indicators for heat, water stress,
storage exposure and supply-chain resilience,
alongside coverage and offtake. Farmers require
practical tools for managing risk. Climate-resilient
seed varieties, micro-irigation, watershed
development, precision farming, digital
advisories and weather-indexed insurance may
reduce variability and support better decisions.
Public-private collaboration would also help
accelerate research, certification and last-mile
delivery, while pubbc safety nets can ensure that
smallholders and climate-exposed regions are not

| leftbehind.

Along the entire food supply chain,
flood-resilient warehouses, storage systems suited
to higher temperatures, expanded cold chains
and more robust transport links are necessary for
protecting grain and perishables. This is
particularly important if the food basket becomes
more diverse. Adaptation incentives and
standards can therefore cover procurement,
storage, logistics and market stabilisation, not
production alone.

Down the line

Financing climate-resilient food systems requires
green bonds, adaptation finance, insurance, and
investment in resilient agricultural value chains.
Integrating food systems into India’s netzero
pathway — with measurable emission reductions,
carbon sequestration, and resilience targets -
enables coordinated action across agriculture,
waler, energy, transport, and nutrition, while
unlocking climate finance for sustainable
transformation.

India’s traditional buffer stock offers a useful
principle for this transition. The country can
explore building a broader ‘climate huffer’,
combining diversified crops and procurement
regions, resilient infrastructure, climate
information, insurance and improved water
management. Just as grain reserves reduced the
risk of poor harvests, this portfolic may reduce
the systemic risks created by a less predictable
climate.

Climate-resilient food and nutrition security is
not a departure from India's established
approach. In fact, it is its logical next phase, and
India already possesses many of the institutions,
capabilities and policy setup needed to advance
it. This may include shifting the national framing
from “food security” to "sustainable food
security”, embedding climate risk management
as a first-order design parameter in NFSA
planning and menitoring, rather than an
externality managed after the fact, The existing
long-term vision and institutional commitment
can now ensure that India’s food systems remain
nutritious and sustainable in the decades ahead.




recent report by the NITI
Aayog, about *Ease of Doing
R&D in India’ revealed some
unenmfortable ruths about the
msean:h and developmens ecosystem in
ry. Together with a
survey with inputs from more than 400
institutional leaders and 830 scientists,
rh_empm aﬁd_mtwmﬂ

fagship research funding bedy - s
concentrated in the 1T, This is despite
the ANRF's mandate 1o support a wider
base of universities and research bodies
than the radidonal funding model has

ch field. Finally, there is
¥ it will allow officials 1o
Inad&lilmc details using the PED.

Soevery time a sclentist publishes
[aper and includes the PIRn it, the
systen can track and evaluate the
outcome of public funding. At least thisis
the idea,

Right now, 2 kot of this information
exists within Indian funding agencies —
bt it 15 scattered across dovens of
separate agency databases, in
inconsistent formiats, and often as free
text rather than: qlmuumi dhat

n ;\ st l:nnmghtb&
re” i one dataset
and 'ludlaulmchlum of Science,
Bengaluru™ in another, leading to a
similar problem,

' “‘;é‘s‘zjmem wirks fhmgh asmall
numiber of PIDs, each solving one piece of
the puezle. First, a funder 1D identifies the
funding agency in detail - the division,
department, and even ministry if
required. A similar ROR T identifies the
institution recedving the funding, Finally,
an ‘ORCITY sdentifier - faniliar e Indian
researchers today since most scientific
Journals today ask for it - identifies the
individual researchier, so that fusding
dita can be agaregated per person:

Since 2020, Crossref fis also extenided
i systenn to inchode a grant DAL 3
permancnt identifier for the grant itslf;
which can be linked 1o whitever comes
out of it - papers, patents, data

ane
investments pelativeto
m Does a small
mumber of institutions or researchers
account for a large share of the total

nddivichial researchers and a narnow set of
research topics.

This is similar to the pattern the NITI
Aayog report Nagsed for Indian funding

TMNﬂlAayug‘smspmmlhsm
s the Unifted Project Management System
(UPMS) — & system to sireamline the
plannl:g fm’dhg.mnnunmlg. and
public R&D 15 ACT04S i seattered dobérs of separal
Ministries and Departments. Rt rather th e TALHA HASSANAINPUASH
This propeosed sobtion sounds good;
however, it does not directly address an Multiply such inconsistencies across funding? This s why many research and are maintalned by an international
imporiant problem. thousands of grants a year and one can funders have adopted this system, with community rather than by a singe Indian
see that the result i an Information that more than 2 lakh grants registered on it agency operating alone. Tt would alse

PIDs and metadata does not provide a seiable picture of how - worldwide. The scale of the underlying. - make Indi's publicly funded research
The technbcal term for what Emissing 8| research funding ks being used. problem thi e s ko wisihle
“PIDs and metadata infrastructure’. n well-documented. Dne 2003 analysis of mzhmltesamglohaldumwdm
plain language, it y research Other fes” sorhuth L5, Furders used automatid stundy research funding everywhere,
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This is fike how a PAN numbey identifies a e cost the
Laxpayer o an IMET nurber identifies o Us nwbls?ﬂm»!lm T a mote recent
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P ehould attached wa 20,000 competitive graits i Denmark
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control: Dndia will iwn the infrastructure | fean a single national portal - one that

outright and coubd tailor it precisely s | the NITI Aayog has already proposed,

own agencies and federal structure, called UPMS, and which Central and State

vcluding State research schemes that a
ol system might not naturally

standards and g,mcmanu a]n-ad_-( exist,

Funding agencies must e, The UPMS
system can infermnally mint
Crossrefcompuatible grant DO1s and bnk
every record t ROR and ORCID
identifiers. Then, it will be much easier o
check for duplicate reconds, fund

concentration, and so on.

(Mounita Koley i & senior research analyst
at the fdian Irstitnte of Science,
Bengaluru. mowmdtakoley@iiscaein)
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Young found their voice.
Opposition needs to find its language

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THARDOR

S COMMENTATORS analyse
threadbare the significance of
the Gen-Z revolt In Indian
politics, thesignals sent by the

ng by-elections in Bank:
Ipurand Datla, and the unsewing indica-
tionsthatthe yinvingible BJP can-

not take its elecmral assumptians for
granted anymaore, not even in the Hindi
heartland, it’s time to also examine the les-
sonstherest ofuscanleam from the events
ofrecent weeks

The Coclroach Janta Party movement
emetaed not from the traditional bastions
of caste or communal solidarity, nor even
fromthe moremoderm phenomenenofthe
laptops of established political strategists,
but from a moment of condescension that
strucka raw nerve across India: When Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant seemingly dis-
missed unemploved youthand socialmedia
activists as "cockroaches and parasites™ he
unwittingly handed a frustratad generation
its defining label.

c]unne]]mgrhed{\ep qem:edam;ulshofmﬂ
lions of young Indians over rampant exam
paper leaks, arbitrary test cancellations,
and chronic underemployment, the GIP
achieved what mainstream political coali-
tions had struggled toaccomplish for vears:
Irsefzed the national narrative, ignited simi-
larprotests actoss the countey, and forced a
major government retreat, cubminating in
the resignation of the education minister.
For India’s institutional opposition
parties, this eplsode serves asa wake-up
call for our current strategies to mobilise
the young, offering us object lessons in
modern civic mobilisation. We have all
tried to seize the moment, and the stirting
slght of Rahul Gandhi accompanyinga pel-
let-gin victinaio a pelice station todemand
thefiling of an FIR shows that he lvas heard
the call. His current campaign among the

vouth has seized the national inagination.

The earlier slowness of mainsreamop-
position parties totap intothis groundswell
reveaisa persugtembhnd spot intraditional

WMW
‘ism While both remain crucial axes af
political struggle, they missed the immedi-
ate, material anxieties of India’s growing
middle class and mplrmg yourl. Theywng

penplewhi filled protest spaces ke Jantar
Mantar and floeded digical platforms were
Ilntamma.tedbyhjgh level palitieal postur-
ing. Instead, they wereanguished by aspe-
cific breakdown that touched their daily
lives: Years of lost educational effort, the
meunting financial strain placed on their
families by a predatory coaching eco-
system, and aclimate of official apathy that
routinely dismissed their frustrations as
laz hmmoutpmmwheu traditional
leadersattempted torajse these Issues, their
critiques were largely discounted as stan-
dard partisan opportunism, whereas the
CIPspoke not asa power-seeking
party {in fact. despite its name, it
is not a party at all), but as the
authentic collective voice of
the ag,neved

pamyhierarchies, For anordinary,

Atthe root of the Opposition’s
inahility to capture this energy
lie severe institutional
bottlenecks, particularly
the gatekeeping inherent
to top-down, quasi-feudal

party hierarchies

ILLUISTRATICN. C B SSRUMAR

talented young person without a political
lineage or financial resources, like most in
Jantar Mantar, there |s no clear path toen-
fering mainstream politics via the Opposi-
tion, and even entry through established
students’ organisations or vouth wings of
such partties ravely offers meaningful
agency. Ielmg ‘workets ll‘restahﬁéheil

command”culfure InallOpposlnml partics
denbesthemany substantive role while they
arestill young and “junior™,

Wealso must acknowledge the psycho-
logical barrier for aspirational youth, who
naturally assume thelr own talents will al-
ways be circumscribed by the advantages
enjoyed by legacy heirs and entrenched
leaders, bearlng well-known names and
commanding political patronage net-
works. The CJP bypaszed these barriers
entirely by lowerlng the entry threshold
to zero, Bmbracing satirical eligi-
bility criteria thatr "gamified”
civic participation, and allowing
voungeltizens to feel like co-cre-
ators of a movement racher than
mere foot-soldiets, Furthermore,
while most opposition parties re-
mained limited by their conven-
tional approaches, public refa-
tions processes and hierarchical
decision-making, the C.JP oper-

ated with digital agility, reclaiming an in-
sult and rurning it into a badge of honour
through cultural fluency and refentless,
LTI dm'en irony.

pames must democratise theit internal
wiorkings byestablishing genuine pathways
for young leaders, creating open talent in-
cubators where young organizers and pol-
fcy researchers aregiven real decision-mak-
ing authority based on merit rather than
political pedigree.

Egeand the Dppasition needs to switch
from largely ahstracxshga.nsmﬂmsees—
pousingspecificsectoral interests (like caste),
toward conerete governance issuss that im-
mmm@maﬂmm
mgmrplalﬁcmlsmm@bledmmdsmh
as strict criminal liability for paper leaks,
statutory timelines for public job recnait-
ment, and real economic security for gig
workersandstudents Congresscame closest
torthis approach during the recent crisis.

under, a specific pa

Hinally, oppesition leaders must aban-
don over-famniliar speeches in favour of a
direct, authentic, and culturally resonant
language that acknowledges systemic fail-
ures without resorting to outdated rhet-
atic. To thelrcredit, leaders like Ralul Gan-
dhi and Akhilesh Yadav have been doing
this increasingly.

lessestablished Opposition parties openup
hierarchies and adapt to this new reality by
providing channels for their energy, future
waves of mobilisation will continue to pass
us by, It cannot be our epitaph thar we be-
came irrelevant because we failed to listen.

Thewriter is 3 fourth-term Congress MP
(Lok Sabha) from Thinuvananthapuram
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$100,000 fee for H-1B: The new legal route Trump is pursuing

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, August 26

BARELY TWO months after a US court
struck down a $100,000 charge on new H-
1B visa petitions, the Donald Trump-led US
administration is tryingtoimpose it again.
This time, through a formal rulemaking
process and under a different provision of
immigration law.

The Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) has proposed an additional $103,265
fee onevery H-1B petition subject tothe an-
nual visa cap. The amount would be paid
by the sponsoring employer at the time of
filing, on top of existing H-1B fees. The pro-
posalis not yet in force — after seeking pub-
lic comments for 30 days, the DHS would
havetoissuea final rule. US Vice President
J D Vance has backed the move.

Indians, who are the biggest benefici-
aries of the visa programme, stand to lose
the most if the proposal goes through.

The proposal

The H-1B programme allows US em-
ployersto hire foreign workers in “specialty
occupations™, typicallyjobs requiring atleast

a bachelor’s degree. The US Congress caps
new H-1Bs at 65,000 a year, with another
20,000availableto people with amaster'sor
higher degree from a US university.

The new $103,265 charge would apply
to these cap-subject petitions, including
the advanced-degree category. It would not
apply to cap-exempt H-1B petitions, in-
cluding many filed by universities, non-
profit research institutions, and govern-
ment research organisations.

DHS estimates the fee would raise
about $8.8 billion annually, assuming
85,000 fee-paying petitions. Unlike a nor-
mal visa processing charge, the money is
meant to support costs across the wider
immigration system.

The proposal also makes clear that the
policy has a labour-market objective. DHS
says a six-figure charge would make em-
ployers less likely to choose an H-1B worker
over a qualified American unless they
genuinely need the foreign worker’s
specialised skills.

Why earlier fee was scrapped

Trump had imposed the earlier charge
through a September 2025 presidential di-

Underlens

® Critics question
whether the H-1B
programme is being
used for its original
purpose — allowing
companies to fill
specialised jobs for
which sufficiently
skilled American
workers are unavail-
able —orasaroute
toaccess cheaper
foreign labour.

® The Trump admin-
istration argues that
s0me companies,
particularlyintech,
have continued to
hire H-1B workers
evenwhile laying off
American staffers.

rective, relying on provisions of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act that allow the
president to restrict the entry of foreigners
deemed detrimental to US interests.

This June, a US federal court ruled that
the $100,000 payment functioned asatax,
not merely an entry restriction. Since the
Constitution gives Congress the power to
levy taxes, the court held that the immigra-
tion provisions cited by Trump did not
clearly authorise the President to impose
such a charge. Upon appeal, the First Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in July refused to
pause the lower court’s order.

The biggest difference in the new ap-
proach isthe legal route. Instead of relying
primarily on presidential authority to re-
strict entry, DHS is invoking its statutory
power under Section 286 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to set fees that re-
cover the costs of immigration adjudica-
tion and naturalisation services. It is also
going through notice-and-comment rul-
emaking rather than imposing the fee di-
rectly by proclamation.

That does not necessarily insulate the
policy from another lawsuit, however. DHS
itself acknowledges that it has not histori-

cally charged one narrow class of immigra-
tion applicants to fund such broad costs
across multiple agencies, including pro-
grammes withwhich H-1B employers may
have no direct connection.

Impact on Indian workers

US Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices (USCIS) data show that people born
in India accounted for 71% of all approved
H-1B petitions in FY2024. People born in
China come a distant second, hovering at
the 12-13% mark since 2018.

Between October 2022 and September
2023, 72%of the nearly 4 lakh H-1Bvisasis-
sued went to Indian nationals. During the
same period, top four Indian IT majors with
a presence in the US — Infosys, TCS, HCL,
and Wipro — got approval for around
20,000 employees to work on the H-1Bvisa,
as per USCIS data.

Industry body Nasscom has urged
‘Washington to weigh the programme’s
role in filling short-term skills gaps, while
pointing out that Indian technology com-
panies have expanded local hiring in the
US and reduced their dependence on H-
1B workers.
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Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, August 26

emment reservation benefits. month timeline (until September 11) forim-

The19930M had excludedincomefrom  plementation of its verdict, which the

Ty i Centre had toenforceuntilits
pleaon Tuesday.

layer status. The 2004 clarification, how- If the judgment is implemented in full,

ever, said the salary income of emp!

inot

in PSUSs and the private sector would be a
criterion. This, however, began to be ap-

itsbe lytocandi-

The principle exists to protect candi-
dateswhoenterarecruitmentor admission
process based on a particular set of rules,
Once the process begins, courts have gen-
erally been reluctant to let authorities in-
troduce new criteria or change existing
o

also to those affected in earlier cycles. It

OBC creamy layer: Why govt wants clarity from top court on ‘rules of the gam

lawful, the court then turned to the ques-
tion of relief. Ordinarily, it noted, it could
have directed the entire merit list to be re
drawn. However, it declined to do so, ob-
serving that such an exercise would affect
candidates who were not before it and
would “unsettle settled matters™

‘ery exam-

mauonq'clesoug.huobebeneﬁtad
:\Lmrdmglulheguvemmml mpem

Thoseconcerns resemble the consider-

plied rigorouslyonly from CSE-2015. couldhenceleadtorevised ranksforsome.  R€CENENEET matter The CE”! T splea ationsthat pushed the court in Diviot Sek-
5 i1 hen, around 2 " T i ion beforeth thegov-  hon not to redraw an entire admission list
thejudgment. The disy hat issued by Rules of the game plied the same principl dmission: ithat ltjudg-  after finding the governing rule unlawful,
happens when a court changes the legal  petentauthoritiesand cleared the CSE have One of the settled principles in service spute in Divjo Stateof Punjab, led position” But in that case, the court moulded the re-
position after an examination processhas  found their OBC claims rejected by the  lawisthat! i Th I ladmissionstoMBBS  layercriteri fivedaysafterthe  lief in a manner that avoided disrupting
largely concluded. DoPTonthecreamy layerground. Mostof  process cannot be changed midway and BDS courses undcrl’unilﬁ’ssﬁat!s finalresult of CSE-2025 had alreadybeende-  students who had already secured admis-
them are parties in different petitions be-  through the process. The Supreme Court ~ guota. Aftertheprospectushadbeenissted  clared. It hassaid that CSE-2025 "stood sub-  sions and were not before the court.
The case fore the SC and various High Courts. The  has described thisasthe and ca ates had applied, the state jally i h
Th gl fromaT hat thiswas di m wide ility criteria for ment of the judgment” and is presently at
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) letterof  erimination’ govern- the Supreme The Loun held that “it is well-settled  the“terminal stage ofservice allocatio
October 14, 2004, clari hose of PSU Cmmfn'm;mw‘r m.sﬂnn thatthy bealtered 0 ‘mech:
orandum (OM) ofSemember 1993 on the T Huhﬂmutmheuum once hﬂbegun ddingthatthe alifi theratio
T OBCs. Inits on March 11, 2026, the pnnc;pl» was “just as toadmis-  of with ef
layer referstothe economically, sociallyand  SCruledthati bethesolecri- lecti Itered ion to educational coursesasit  fect, tothealread I
terion for the creamy layer luescmnemed inthe middlsuram the wouldbe to recruitment processes”. cess of CSE-2025' “a peculiar
among OBCs. The top court had set asix-  processof selection has commenced”. Having found the revised criteria un- d ly i discrimi:




