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ais the resistance to U.S. imperial
ambitions in South America
! t one point, it seemed almost impossibl

for Brazil's 80-year-old President, Luiz In

acio Lula da Silva, to turn the tide afte
finishing second to Flivio Bolsonaro in the firs
round of elections on October 4. In Brazil’s hist
ry, no candidate who has finished second in th
first round has gone on to win the presidentia
run-off. Most of the candidates who dropped ou
after the first round were from the right. Flavio™
Liberal Party cemented its position in both hous
es of Congress, while right-wing candidates wo
several provincial elections. But Lula, a forme
trade unionist and organiser, who lost a finger ir
an accident as a teenager, was not ready to giv
up. Lula and his Workers’ Party identified cam
paign weaknesses, shilted their attention to eco
nomic issues, promised growth and welfare, an
persuaded more voters to turn out for Sunday”
run-off. Lula won 51.7% of the vote against Fla
vio’s 48.2%, a greater lead than his victory agains
Jair Bolsonaro, Flavio’s father, four years ago. Ov
er the weeks, Lula turned the right-wing’s gains
in the first round against it, highlighting th
threats that a Bolsonaro victory could pose to de
mocracy and civil rights. Flavio’s campai
pledge to free his father — he is serving a 27-yea
prison sentence for attempting to overturn Lula’
2022 victory, and impeach Supreme Court judge
— only heightened the concerns of voters outsid
the right wing, who rallied behind a familiar face

Lula unleashed a social media campaign t

mobilise younger voters. A WhatsApp channe
called ‘Lula’s Army’ with 11 million followers:
spread his message of continuity. He also an
nounced plans to expand a cash payout schem
for the poor, a new debt relief package and entre
preneur-friendly measures. In the northeast, th
Workers® Party’s stronghold, he gained nearl
three million votes and made considerable gain
in the working-class neighbourhoods of big cities
including Sio Paulo. A relatively stable economi
record, marked by growth and falling unemploy
ment over the past three and a half years, als
lent credibility to Lula’s appeal. His victory bu
the recent trend in South America, where Wash
ington-aligned right-wing and conservative force
have gained ground. While Lula offers predicta
ble stability and social and economic inclusive
ness, he could also be, as the President of Sou
America’s largest economy, a voice of resistanc
to Donald Trump’s imperial ambitions. At th
same time, Lula will have to work with a right
wing-controlled Congress to advance his agenda
He should seek to build legislative consensus
while focusing on addressing the economic chal
lenges of Brazil, which remains one of the mos
unequal major world economies.
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Dubious retreat

The National Medical Commission mus
not be seen as lax on regulation

he National Medical Commission (NMC

has denotified and withdrawn its 202

Maintenance of Standards of Medic
Education Regulations (MSMER), diminishing th
framework of penalties vis-a-vis educational stan
dards and infrastructure at medical colleges. Th
move is noteworthy as the MSMER provided fo
fines of up to %5 lakh on faculty members and ad
ministrators for submitting false information
Fortunately, the Medical Assessment and Ratin;
Board (MARB) retains the power to fine errant in
stitutions up to %1 crore under the 2023 Establish
ment of Medical Institutions, Assessment an
Rating Regulations. MSMER was lauded for its in
tention to crack down on the deep-seated cor
ruption and malpractice in medical colleges, par
ticularly over ‘ghost faculty’ and ‘ghost patients”
The NMC’s justification is that MSMER also intro
duced a parallel mechanism allowing undergrad
uate and postgraduate boards to evaluate institu
tions, stepping on the MARB’s toes. However.
why the NMC scrapped MSMER wholesale is un
clear. The 2023 Postgraduate Medical Educatio
Regulations remain in force and include a provi
sion to fine individual faculty members at post
graduate medical colleges. Non-complianc
among medical colleges is not uncommon an
seldom nipped in the bud, even as the number o
medical seats swells while the transparency o
the medical education system has not improved.

Notwithstanding the provision to fine indivi

duals at postgraduate centres, the MARB and th
NMC can only penalise institutions, which is har
der and risks creating a perverse incentive to ac
commodate rather than punish, and could miti
gate the fear that keeps administrators honest
MSMER also specified timelines to appeal penal
ties. Although the MARB regulations retain th
appeal processes, their 15-day deadline coul
conflict with the 60-day period under the NM
Act, potentially creating legal disputes that dela;
penal action. There is also a telling incident. A
part of a proceeding under the RTI Act, the Cen
tral Information Commission revealed last ye
that the NMC had stated in 2024 that MARB ha
neither formally assessed nor rated medical col
leges and that its standard forms need not b
made public. In a revised reply in October 2025
it said the responding NMC officer’s records di
not include any of the corresponding reports
However, the 2023 MARB regulations require th
Board to publish its latest annual assessment re
sults. If the NMC withdrew MSMER because th
powers thereunder also exist elsewhere, the pu
blic deserves to know whether the powers are al
so being exercised and whether the outcomes ar
as publicly accessible as intended. Unless th
NMC has satisfactory answers for all these lacu
nae, the withdrawal will appear less like simplifi
cation and more like re, relaxation.




GS 3: INTERNAL SECURITY (CYBER SECURITY)
THE HINDU PAGE: 08

Beyond Kudankulam?’s fence, a cybersecurity challenge

he data breach involving files related to

the Kudankulam nuclear power project

in Tamil Nadu, reported on July 15,

2026, indicates that India's
cybersecurity policy for critical infrastructure is
behind the perimeter that now extends well
beyond the actual sensitive facility.

The most consequential breach may never
touch the facility at all. It could occur in a rented
server in a commercial data centre or even within
a contractor's network which has documents that
the contractor is entitled to possess. That, in
essence, is what appears to have happened in the
case of Kudankulam. And that is why the incident
deserves more attention than the reassurances
that followed would suggest.

The perimeter beyond the plant
In mid-July, the group World Leaks began posting
sections of an alleged leak of nearly 19,000 files
totalling 14.3 GB relating to Kudankulam on its
dark web portal. As reported by Reuters, the
material spans the years 2016 to about 2025, It
includes engineering drawings, supplier
information, inspection records, meeting
minutes, and insurance documents. The breach
was confirmed by Reliance Infrastructure — it
won the engineering, procurement, and
construction contract for Kudankulam Units 3
and 4 - and added that the data had been stored
on a server by its third-party data centre Yotta. It
also said that the government had been notified.
Yotta confirmed ransomware activity on its site
on May 29, and said that the activity has been
contained. By June the attackers were claiming
the data and demanding a ransom. The Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) said
that the information was only on documents
relating to non-nuclear infrastructure, and
unrelated to systems supporting nuclear safety.
In all this, caveats are necessary. A
ransomware group’s claims are not evidence as
such groups routinely inflate what they hold.
Nothing in the public domain indicates that the
reactors or control and safety systems, isolated
from the Internet by design, were accessed. The
NPCIL’s clarification should be taken seriously.
The pertinent question is not whether the
“reactor was hacked” — it was not — but how
much operationally relevant information about
India’s most sensitive facilities exists beyond the
facilities themselves. These include what is held
by contractors, subcontractors, service providers,
and their employees, a few of whom fall within
the reach of India’s regulatory framework.
This is not the first time that Kudankulam has
featured in such a discussion. In 2019, the Dirack
I , which cyt urity researchers
associate with North Korea's Lazarus Group, was
found on a computer connected to the plant’s
Internet-facing administrative network. The
NPCIL initially dismissed the reports but
confirmed the infection, while emphasising that
the critical internal network had been isolated
and unaffected. The two are not technically
connected, but there is a link. In both instances,
the core held and the exposure was at the
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periphery. First, it was an administrative
network; now, it was a contractor’s server in a
commercial data centre, Seven years later, the
question is whether the lesson of 2019 was ever
taken seriously - that security risks extend
beyond critical facilities and whether there has
been a systematic approach to securing the
ecosystern around critical infrastructure. The
latest incident suggests that it was not.

A cyber blind spot

These ecosystems are large and growing. A
modern nuclear plant, electricity grid, defence
production facility or telect ications syst

cannot be built or operated as a single
organisation. Public utilities sit alongside private
engineering and construction firms, equipment
and software suppliers, cloud and data centre
providers, insurers, certification agencies and
layers of subcontractors, many of whom are
foreign technology partners. Each of them may
legitimately hold sensitive data, such as drawings,
purchase order forms, reports, personal data,
credentials and schedules. But this information is
not necessarily protected by the security
measures in place at the main facility, such as
network segmentation, air-gapped control
systems and physucal security. This creates a
cybersecurity risk across the supply chain. In
other words, an organisation’s security depends
not only on its own safeguards but also on those
of every other entity that has access to its data.

A sophisticated attacker can use this
information to identify contractors, find porential
targets for phishing attacks and determine which
subcontractor offers the easiest route into the
system. As Nickolas Roth of the Nuclear Threat
Initiative has noted, such documents may also
reveal how systems can be accessed. The larger
concern is that strategic information can pose a
security risk even if it does not provide direct
access to operational systems. Any serious
assessment must therefore examine not just what
information was taken but also how it could be
misused in the future,

India faces a gap in cybersecurity governance.
Itis not that institutions or rules are absent. The
Indian Computer Emergency Response Team,
CERT-In, is the national agency responsible for
responding to cybersecurity incidents, and its
2022 directions made prompt reporting of such
ineidents mandatory. The National Critical
Information Infrastructure Protection Centre
(NCHPC), established under Section 70A of the
Information Technology Act, is responsible for
protecting critical information infrastructure,

However, India’s cybersecurity rules do not
necessarily ensure uniform protection for
sensitive information shared across contractors,
subcontractors and data centres. Although
existing regulations cover several categories of
service providers, questions remain about the
adequacy of security standards, oversight and
accountability across the supply chain. In law, a
“protected system” belongs to an infrastructure,
and the obligations fall on its operator. Once
project information is shared with a contractor,

and then with a subcontractor or a data centre,
its protection depends largely on contractual
arrangements. The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act does not generally cover
engineering drawings and other technical
information that do not contain data.

This creates a problem of accountability. The
operator can truthfully say that its systems were
not breached, the contractor can blame its
hosting provider, and the host to the malware it
had. All these claims may be true, yet sensitive
documents may still end up on the dark web. The
key question raised by the Kudankulam incident
is who is responsible for protecting critical
infrastructure information once it leaves the
operator’s control.

Expansion and risks

India is expanding the Kudankulam plant to a
capacity of 6,000 MW, developing smart grids
and digital public infrastructure, opening up the
defence and space sectors to private companies
under Atmanirbhar Bharat, and moving
government data and services to commercial
cloud platforms. Each of these steps makes
strategic sense. But they also mean that more
private companies will have access to sensitive
information, increasing the risk of cyberattacks
and creating more ways for artackers to gain
access. A cybersecurity policy designed for a
system in which the government builds and
controls everything is no longer adequate for one
that depends on private contractors,
subcontractors and commercial infrastructure.

What are the steps to be taken? First, security
obligations must follow the data, not the
organisation. Any contractor, subcontractor, or
cloud provider haudlmgcnuca.l infrastructure
data must be bound to defined standards, with
liability and audit requirements in the
procurement contract. Second, India needs real
data classification so that a contractor
constructing a conventional facility holds only
the data that is needed and only for as long as it is
needed, Third, annual compliance certificates
should give way to third-party risk assessment,
including red-team exercises that test the vendor
ecosystem and not merely an operator’s
perimeter. Fourth, there should be zero-trust.
The assumption should be that no network is
safe. Every access point should be verified. This
should be the policy for projects of national
importance. Finally, CERT-In, the NCIPC,
sectoral regulators, and operators should
converge on a single national framework for
criticak-infrastructure supply-chain security — one
that assigns responsibility before a breach rather
than after. Whether that comes through new
legislation or a creative reading of the 1T Act can
wanl.

In the digital era, critical infrastructure is not a
building surrounded behind a fence; itisa
layered system with many access points, many of
them are outside the operator's control. India
would be best served by ensuring that every
organisation holding the reactor’s secrets held to
the same standard as those secrets deserve.
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A ready solution to tackle anaemia

espite significant economic progress and
D sustained public health efforts, anaemia

— driven significantly by iron deficiency -

continues to be one of India’s most pressing
public health challenges. Affecting over half of
Indian women and almost three-fourths of
children, anaemia contributes to maternal
mortality, an nﬁmnmwnal c)rcleorf
malnutrition, impaired cognitive |

reduced productivity and substantial economic
losses. The Government of India's TXTX7
Anaemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy, which was
launched recently, rightly recognises the
multifactorial nature of anaemia through a
screening, treatment, dietary diversification and
behaviour change. Yet, one proven preventive
intervention remains significantly undenutilised.

The promise of fortification
That intervention is Double Fortified Salt (DFS) -
salt fortified with both iodine and iron. Salt offers
an unparalleled opportunity to address iron
deficiency, Consumed daily by virtually every
household across India, in predictable quantities
regardless of income or geography, it is uniquely
suited to deliver a preventive nutrition
intervention at population scale, DFS also
addresses one of the &mdamenml cimllengeq of

i control -

Delivering iron through an everyda\f I'md
complements interventions such as iron
supplementation and dietary diversification,
whose effectiveness depends on regular
adherence. India already has one of the world's
most successful public health platforms in
Universal Salt lodisation, with around 95% of
households consuming iodised salt. Building on
this existing infrastructure, DFS is already
distributed to an estimated 76 million people
across four States through government safety-net
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programmes. Global and Indian evidence
strongly DFS. A global review has shown
that DFS can reduce anaemia by up to 21%.
Randomised controlled trials in Bengaluru,
Darjeeling, and Punjab, along with large-scale
implementation in Uttar Pradesh, have shown
improvements in iron status and confirmed that,
when manufactured to validated specifications,
DFS is acceptable to consumers, reduces iron
deficiency, and is highly cost-effective. A DFS
standard has been issued by the Government of
India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority
(FSSAI), and the Government of India actually
mandates DFS’ inclusion in the national school
feeding programme (PM POSHAN and the
nationial early childhood development
programme- Integrated Child Development
Scheme, or ICDS).

At an estimated cost of ¥14-120 per person
annually, DFS represents one of the most
aEurdable population-level nutrition
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Double fortified
salt offers a
scalable solution
1o one of India’s
most pressing
public health
challenges

inter ilable, with a benefit-cost ratio
of 4.2:1 for national DFS introduction, primarily
driven by improved health outcomes and
subsequent increases in labour productivity.
India also possesses the manufacturing capacity
to produce high-quality DFS at scale. Established
fortification technologies, centralised salt
production and existing laboratory infrastructure
make quality assurance and regulatory
monitoring simpler than for many other fortified
foods,

‘What the barriers are

What has limited DFS from wider adoption? The
barriers are now primarily institutional rather
than technical. The next imperative is to
accelerate its nationwide adoption and ensure
last-mile access, particularly the Public
Distribution System apart from social safety-net
programmes, across all States through a central

flagship scheme. Although DFS is recommended
under PM POSHAN and ICDS, its integration into

the largest safety net programme i.¢., the Public
Distribution System (FDS) - which reaches
around 800 million beneficiaries — remains
uneven because implementation depends largely
on State governments. Greater palicy
commitment, dedivated financing, stronger
quality assurance, wider commercial availability
and consumer awareness are now needed to
accelerate nationwide scale-up. These are
implementation challenges — not technological
ones — and are well within India’s capacity to
address.

Like all public health nutrition interventions,
DFS should be implemented within a robust
regulatory framework. It should complement
existing strategies under Anaemia Mukt Bharat,
align with India‘s sodium reduction goals, and
continue to be accompanied by screening for
haemoglobinopathies such as thalassaemia and
sickle cell disease, These safeguards are well
recognised through experience of rice
fortification programme and can be readily
integrated into implementation and monitoring
systems.

The kunch nfthe revised AMB strategy
provides rene to hen the
preventive [n]lar of India’s anaemia mpnnw and
advance the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,

Potential to be a global model
India has already shown the world how science,
palicy, public systems, and public awareness can
form nutrition through Universal Salt
lodisation. By scaling DFS nationally, India can
not only accelerate progress towards Anaemia
Mukt Bharat but also contribute to global efforts
to reduce iron deficiency by demonstrating an
affordable, scalable model for other low- and
middle-income countries.
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very morning,
10-year-old Ria
walks from her
waorking-class
Delhi neighbourhood to a
premium private school
with quiet pride. As her
friends head to a
government school, Ria
continues her longer walk,
feeling lucky to have won a
free seat under the Right to
Education (RTE) Act quota.
Yet, inside the school
gates, a transformation
occurs. Her stride becomes
subdued, and she quietly
slips into a back-row seat.
For the rest of the day, she
and a fellow quota student
operate in survival mode:
meticulously copying notes
while avoiding the teacher’s
gaze. After receiving a
C-minus on a math
assignment and a harsh
reprimand from her
teacher, she carries the
disappointment for days.
Her immense effort remains
unseen, and her teachers
label her as ‘struggling to
meet grade expectations’,
Across the city, Sahil,
admitted to another private
school through the same
provision, experiences a
strikingly different day. His
father works as an industrial
labourer and his mother
takes on local domestic
work. Yet his school feels
inviting. His engagement
has attracted teachers and
peers, and his sincerity is
reflected in his grades,
participation in sports and
confidence on the stage.
Ria and Sahil (names
changed to protect
identities) secured free seats
via Section 12(1)(c) of the
RTE Act, 2009 to drive
social cohesion. The
provision provides access to
50 lakh disadvantaged
students to private schools
nationwide via a mandatory
25% classroom quota.
However, mere entry alone

Mansi Middha
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An essential
tenet of
educational
development is
that what gets
measured gets
valued. Inclusion
remains deeply
undervalued
because India
lacks the
metrics to
track it

does not guarantee social
integration. While many face
low grades and class-based
alienation, success stories
such as Sahil’s prove that
intentional school practices
can overcome superficial
integration.

Lacking an institutional
blueprint for diverse
classrooms, private schools
must actively innovate. A
study of nine mid-to-high-cost
Delhi private schools revealed
that inclusion is rarely
black-and-white; structural
nourishment plays out
differently for each child, but
success stories consistently
emerge where inclusion is a
core institutional value.

In typical classrooms, RTE
students often drift to the
periphery, isolated by organic
social segregation and low
participation in collaborative
tasks. Burdened and
undertrained teachers
frequently view them through
a deficit lens, as demanding
‘more effort’, while ignoring
their emotional distress.

Architecture of access
Conversely, schools with
conscious structural intent
cultivate an ‘invisible
inclusion’. In Sahil’s school,
the day begins with an
empathy-driven learning
circle where vulnerability is
shared safely. Assigned mixed
seating and a ‘zero period’ let
peers collaborate on
unfinished homework,
Lessons rely on collaborative
learning with ample scope for
student-led discussions with
the teacher ensuring that all
students participate. While
addressing an area problem,
the math teacher encouraged
an RTE student to share about
his family’s paddy fields,
which validated his lived
experience. By noon,
teachers co-plan support
strategies, preparing for
monthly open houses where
parents can also exchange

insights. Authentic inclusion
does not require massive
additional material or
financial resources. It
depends on consistent
practices that promote
equal participation,
recognise diverse lived
experiences, and build
meaningful connections
among students, teachers
and families,

Under Section 12(1)(c),
the responsibility of
fostering an inclusive
classroom falls entirely on
schools and teachers.
Navigating this structural
support forces educators to
rely solely on personal
motivation. In a heavily
burdened system, inclusion
risks becoming an
afterthought. An essential
tenet of educational
development is that what
gets measured gets valued.
Inclusion remains deeply
undervalued because India
lacks the metrics to track it.
Unlike academic
performance, it never
appears on a report card,
yet it shapes a student’s
entire journey. State
governments and parent
networks must collaborate
to monitor benchmarks.

Schools must
institutionalise inclusive
values through collaborative
learning, rotated leadership,
dignified and equitable
participation of RTE
students, and by supporting
teachers with specialised
resources. For governments,
the mandate is to create
enabling conditions through
financial reimbursements,
public recognition of
inclusive schools, and
cross-state feedback loops.

To ensure that every Ria
and Sahil can thrive,
inclusion must be pursued
with the same deliberate
rigour, tracking, and daily
practice that we dedicate to
academic outcomes.
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Fewer athletes, more medals: India’s best Para games yel

India fielded 168 athletes during the Aichi-Nagova Para Games, barely half of Hangzhou's 309, vet returned with a record 114 medals

| DATA POINT

Kapil Gupta

ndia finished the Asian Para

Games in Aichi-Nagoya with a

record 114 medals - 30 gold,
35 silver and 49 bronze - securing
the fourth place, its best-ever fin-
ish, The tally surpassed its revised
total of 108 medals at the 2022
Hangzhou Games, down from 111
after three medals were with-
drawn over doping violations. The
achievement is all the more strik-
ing given that India sent a much
smaller contingent this time.

India fielded 168 athletes across
11 sports at the 2026 Asian Para
Games, compared with 309 ath-
letes across 17 sports in Hangzhou
in 2022, With the Asian Paralym-
pic Committee offering limited
athlete quotas across sports, the
removal of chess and canoeing
from the programme, and India’s
decision not to field teams in taek-
wondo and rowing, the contingent
was definitely smaller than last
time, The para athletics contin-
gent, the country’s biggest source
of medals, also fell from 123 ath-
letes in Hangzhou to 62, With few-
er athletes and fewer sporting op-
portunities, winning even 100
medals appeared uncertain before
the Games.

India’s medal tally has in-
creased at every edition of the
Asian Para Games since its debut
in Guangzhou in 2010 (Chart 1). It
rose from 14 medals that year to 33
in 2084, 72 in 2018, 108 in Hangz-
hou in 2022 and 114 in Aichi-Na-
goya in 2026, an eightfold increase
over 16 years. Gold medals have
followed a similar trajectory, rising
from one in 2010 to three in 2014,
15 in 2008, 27 in 2022 and 30 in
2026.The medal-table rank for In-
dia has climbed from 15th to ninth,
fifth and fourth.

More with less

The sharper story is with respect
{Chart

38 medals for every 100 athletes it
sent. In Aichi-Nagoya, the figure
nearly doubled to 68. In Hangz-
how, it was about three athletes for
every medal, while this one need-
ed fewer than one and a half. Gold
followed the same path, from 8.7
per 100 athletes to 18,

Part of the gap reflects what was
missing. India won 14 medals in
Hangzhou in chess, canoeing, row-
ing and tackwondo. Without
them, Hangzhou's comparable tal-
ly is 95, s0 114 is about a fifth more
in the sports India contested at
both Games.

Where the medals come from
Para athletics remains the engine
(Table1). It brought 17 of India’s 33
medals in 2014, 36 of 72 in 2018
and 53 in Hangzhou. This time, 62
athletes won 65 medals, 22 of
them gold: more medals than ath-
letes. Swimming rose from one
medal to 1t and table tennis from
two to seven. Badminton slipped
from 21 to 16, while archery and
shooting, with no medals in 2014,
won five golds between them.

The presence of women ath-
letes has grown unevenly (Chart
3). They made up 15% of India’s
squad in 2010, a quarter in 2018
and 37% in Hangzhou, before slip-
ping to a third this time, 56 of 167.
In Jakarta, women won 46 medals
per 100 athletes, against 35 for
men; in Hangzhou, 29 against 35.
In Aichi-Nagoya, the gap nearly
closed: women won 36 medals, 10
of them gold, or 64 per 100 ath-
letes, against 66 for men.

Medal tables reflect the pro-
gramme as much as the athletes.
Quotas, events and rivals change
from one edition to the next, and
China remains far ahead of eve-
ryone. A smaller squad also means
fewer athletes gaining internation-
al experience.

Still, the direction is clear. With
the Los Angeles Paralympics two
years away, the Aichi-Nagoya num-

Historic
medal run

The data for the charts were
sourced from Glympics.com
and Wikipedia's “India at the
Asian Para Games™ pages
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Management, Kezhikode

Medal winners: India's para lifters Ashok Kumar Malik, Kasturi Rajamani and athers
being greeted upon their arvival at 161 Airport following the 2026 Asian Para Games,
in New Delhi on Sunday

CHART 1 India’s medal tally at each Asian Para Games,
with medal-table rank
114
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TABLE 1: Sport-wise medals India won in Asian Fara Gamed
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CHART 2: Medals won for every 100 athletes sent
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Per 100 athletes
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Note: Medals per 100 athletes = medals + athletes who
competed = 100, Hongrhow 2022 figures are the revised totals
(108 mieiats, 27 gold;: 209 athletes)

CHART 3: Women's share of India's squad and medals
Share of athletes [l Share of medals

fin %)
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Thie ghane of medals won by woemen have increated. In Aichi-
Hagoya, the gap nearly clesed: women won 36 medals, 10 of
them gold, or 64 per 100 athletes, against 66 for men
Note: Miced: event medals are counted in the total but not as
warmen’s medals
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From climate targets to energy justice

India shoukd reframe the dimate issue as a set of national crises arising from unequal energy use, rather than as a global temperature goal driven by emi

ssicmns:; the

global policy focus needs to shift from production o consumption patterns, as emenging countries are using much less energy to achieve comparable levels of well-being

EXPLAINER

Mukul Sanwal

he global trend towards
electrification has been
recognised by the climate
process, and the policy

challenge is that the shift will involve less

commanality and greater differentiation.

This suggests shifting the discussion
from the global impact of coal-based
emissions to the role of electricity in
national well-being. The shift will be away
from reliance on global models o a
review of national actions. Global
emissions of carbon dicxide deal with the
sympioms, not the root cause of the
problem: national energy use.

The GT should not be allowed to set the
agenda, as the Paris Agreement did 10
vezrs ago. Shifiing the global policy focus
from to consumption patterns
will require a reframing of the climate
process. Real collaboration will only come
with a new conceptual framework that
reats the global crisks as a collection of
national inactions.

The limits of global ‘consensus®
Academics in the West, acting as
“epistemic communities™, set up the
l'mmemrkof:ﬁmnle pollqr and Iaw This
al

become “cheaper” than coal and gas,
they will not drive the energy transition
hy themselves. Renewable energy is
and has

The floating solar panels at P

PLE PHOTO

between the evolving science of global
ecological limits and the growing energy
needs of urbanising countries seeking
comparable levels of well-being was
resobved through armetwisting in an
unequal world. There was no
commitment to transfer financial
resolrces as ‘means of implementation’.
Western diplomats converted a
polical claim in a vaguely worded treaty
Into workshops and meetings, where the
Llahnl ISouth gained nothing but empty

values Iha] are unm-rsal ‘global goods'
that are determined bvp,'luba! science,
complex ‘global models” based on global
projections and ‘global rules” arrived at
throwgh multilateral conference
dipl y In global isati

Official experts described complex
issues as the best available knowledge to
be universally accepted, They achieved
this by using Institutions of the United
Nations as mechanisms to produce
technical reports and frame policies,
lending them legitimacy under the
banner of international cooperation.
International law was then used 1o
enforce within countries the decisions
driven by global ‘consensus’,

In the case of climate change, the gap

Tpmm!ngy transfer has been
treated as a 'u:lﬂ:tlﬁc issue rather than
an "impl " issue.

The lesson from 35 years of diplomatic
negotiations as well as alternate models of
growth to those of the West is the need 1o
reframe climate pelicy.

First, in a mujor reversal the United
States is echoing reservations of the
Global South. The Executive Order
“Puring America First in International
Environmental Agreements”, January 20,
2025, underlines that the U.S. shall
“henceforth prioritise economic
efficiency, the promation of American
prosperity, consumer cholce, and fiscal

ig Tank}in C

South grows to achieve comparable levels
of well-being, ‘carbonising’ will precede
“decarbonising'. This is only partly
recogdsediﬂdle UNs new call hr

ion, rather than red of
emissions, Third, the amoun: of energy
needed for human well-being has never
been discussed. China has emerged as the
world’s second-largest anda

ENETRY

China installed more wind turbines
and solar panels in 2025 than all other
nations combined, adding about ten times
as much capacity as the LLS. As this mend
is expected 1o continue, 50% of electricity
generation could come from non-fossil-
fuel sources by 2030, Abouwt 5.62 mlllml:

THE GIST

-

Global emissions of carbon
dicuide deal with the
symptoms, not the root cause
of the problem: naticnal
ENergy e

-

As energy use in the Global
South grows to achiows

new energy vehicles were
China during the first half of 2025,

Global trends
Climare policy should now by driven by
practice, as a societal problem, First,
emerging countries ane udng much bess
energy to achieve in cities than
the West did enrlier, redefining lifestyles
and ecological limits. Electrification is
making the internal combustion engine
redundant. Yer this technological wrend in
enengy use is not captured in global
emissions models used by the UN,

Second, in material use, the West's
miuch smaller share of the global

lation, around one-fifth, is balanced

major global manufacuring power,

b_l, me sustainable dn-\.l-lopmcm of the

achleving levels of well-being « bl
o those in the West with much lower
EMETHY Use.

Fourth, China’s nationally driven path
o achieving stabilisation has been missed
in UN Reports even though it provides an
alrr_-man' o the apmu:nchoa’me West. US,

sed by 133 megatons in

2025, China's significant steps suggest that
the technology aspect of the energy
I:Emsd!.'wn %llmﬂdllmk rmwn_r!lm

Rest. The ds trend is now
towards ageing. These societal trends are
ignored in global models, and taken
together with the West's continuing
disproportionate use of energy, suggests
thar there is no global crisis, but rather a
few natlonal crises.

Third, given the increasing intensity
and frequency of extreme evenis which
affect the Global South, where insurance
coverage is limited, continuing with token

Fifth, China's and.lndhs Inskghe Hes ks
limiting consumption as a percentage of
GOP, replacing the internal combustion
g}gine;_anr‘l mne_dng THEW ENETRY demand

restraint in all foreign engage that
concern energy policy™,
Second, as energy use in the Global

wind and ¥
China's more rapld progress shows that
because solar and wind power have

of climate finance by developed
countries in negotiations needs to be
reviewsd. More practical measures
Include global early warning and regional
rechnical cooperation in disaster rellef.
The real question for India is how (o
build support fior a new agenda centred
on climare justice,
fwai.'!r.r.sauuu! ie.a Former UN Diplomat
and Policy Adviser UNFCUE.)

well-being, "carbonising’ will
precede ‘decarbanising'. This is
only partly recognised in the
UN's new call for stabdisation
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What are the powers of
Special Executive Magistrates?

Who appoints SEMs? Can they conduct eriminal trials or convict people? Can they grant judicial custody?

izmi Lia M.

The story so far:

Special Executive Magistrate
(SEM) court in Delhi accepted
the sureties and granted bail to

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
activists S Das and Ashutosh Ranka
last Wednesday.

Despite the Delhi Police seeking a
three-day extension of custody, Assistant
Commissioner of Police Ritu Raj, who
presided over the proceedings, ordered
their release. CIP activists had challenged
the legality of their continued defention.
The case has brought into focus the roles
and powers of SEMs and their differences
from Judicial Magistrates.

Who is Special Executive Magistrate?
appoint SEMs for

State governments
qaedﬁcmmrpemsesmdﬂmhem

Magistrates under Section 15 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023,

While Executive Magistrates perform
continued administrative and preventive
functions, SEMs are appointed fora

period, area or function, such as
particular situations that require
preventive action or maintenance of
public order. Their powers also depend
on the authority conferred upon them by
the State government,

What is the function of SEMs?

The powers of SEMs are intended to allow
atithorities to intervene when there & a
likelihood of disturbance, rather than
responding after the offence has
occurred. They maintain public order and
prevent breaches of peace by performing
preventive and administrative functions,

mmmusgismemreqtdrea

peace or disturb public tranquility, to
show cause 4s to why they should not
execute a bond to keep the peace. So,
depending on the circumstances, they
may be required to furnish a bond for a
specified period. It is subject to the
established by law. This is dealt
with under Section 126 of the BNSS.
Executive Magistrates can also issue
urgent orders in case of nuisance or
apprehended danger. It is likely
prevent, of tends to prevent, obstruction,
o injury to any person Liwfully
employed, or danger to human life or
sifety or a disturbance of the public
tranguillity, or a riot, or an affray.
Preventive arrest can be made by
police officers when o prevent
the commission of a cognisa
that cannot otherwise be prevented,
according to Section 170 of the BNSS. This
{s:a police power, not exclusively thar of

The police initlated a preventive
proceeding against the CJP activists,
alleging that they had breached peace
bonds they had signed. The SEM
extended their custody on October 19,
citing concerns ahout public peace. Later
on Wednesday, their sureties were
accepted, and they were released on an
undertaking that they would not call for
any protest at Jantar Mantar while it
remained a denotified protest site,

The proceedings before the SEM
primarily concerned only the alleged
violation of a signed peace bond and not
the criminal cases registered over the
October 13 Jantar Mantar incident.

What is a peace bond?
Section 126 of the BNSS allows an
Exerutive Magistrate to require 3 person
to execute a peace bond for up to one
year to prevent breach of peace.

Acrording to Section 135, the
Magistrate conducts an inquiry into the
Information received. In certain
circumstances, they can also order a
persan to provide security while the
inguiry is pending and record the reasons
In writing. In case of a breach of a peace
bond, the Magistrate miy order that the
person be arrested or detained for the
remining period of the bond, This is
dealt with under section 141(1)b.

In |h£' pmenr case, Ihf‘ “-F M

Das and Mr. Ranka breached their eartier
peace bond through actions at the Jantar
Mantar.

How are SEMs different from Judicial
tes?

Magistra

Section 9 of the BNSS provides for the
establishment of courts of Judicial
magistrates of the first and second
classes. For that, the State government
determines the mimber and location of
these courts. Presiding officers are also
appointed by the High Court.

Judicial Magistrates form part of the
[ndictal system and deal with criminal
cases, including remand proceedings, bail
applications and trials. They are
independent and impose sentences
permitted by law,

'iFMx are limited 1o 'ldm:mlmm'

urts?

Yes, SEMs" actions are subject to judicial
review and administrative oversight o
ensure kegality and the protection of the
rights of citizens.

Their order can also be challenged
beefore the appropriate court or authority
{Imndlng on Thj‘ nanure of the order and
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Climatejustice needs
quicker compensation

EARLY TWO monthsafter Nepal suffered devastati
floods, the UN climate convention’s Fund for Lossan
Damage (FLD) has allocated $21.6 million to the Hi
malayan nation. Thisisthe first timethat theFund
earmarked a grant foradisaster-affected nation. Kathmandu ha
invoked the principle of climate justice in its application: N
accounts forbarely 0.1 percentofglobal emissions, yetitisonth
frontline of climate change in the Himalaya. The ice-and-roc
avalanche that triggered flash floods in the Bhotekoshi and Tris
huliriver systems claimed more than 1,400 lives, several villagi
were swept away, and the country lost at least 10 per cent of it
hydropower facilities. Conservative estimates put Nepal's re
coveryand reconstruction requirements at $5billion. The grant
far short of what Nepal needs, marks an important first step i
turning the commitment of climate reparation into action.

Established at the UNFCCC's COP27 in 2022 and operation
alised a year later, the FLD is a product of a nearly three-decade
long campaign by nations most vulnerable to global warming. I
rests on the principle of climate compensation, not charity. Thi
distinction is not academic. The Global North is often willing t
provide humanitarian assistance, but a fund explicitly meant t
address “lossand damage” remains fraught because it raises ques
tions related to responsibility for climate change. Nepal’s appli
cation ran into predictable bureaucratic hurdles, The FLD's ap
plication window had closed in June, and when Nepal sough
emergency funding, claims from 119 countries were awaiting ap
proval. Developed countries initially argued that granting Kath
mandu's request would mean allowing it tojump the queue. Th
eventually relented, but only after insisting that the allocation
treated as an exception and not set a precedent for a permanen
rapid-response mechanism.

Nepal'sexperience with the FLD should serve as a case stud
for reforming the Fund. Delays in releasing grants can aggravat
the hardships of affected communities, slow down the restoratior
of essential services and increase rebuilding costs. A swift re
sponse is particularly important for poorer countries, whos
budgets have less room to absorb sudden losses. Fund shortages
have also limited the FLD’s ability fo fulfil its mandate. It has re
ceived pledges worth $822 million —about a third of the ¢!
pendingbefore it. Compensation for countries hardest hit by glo
bal warming willbe onthe agendaat COP31, which beginson No
vember9in Antalya, Turkey. Asextreme weathereventsbecom
more frequentand intense, delays in addressing the FLD's short
comings will undermine the central principle of climate negoti
ationsunder the UN’s aegis: Climatejustice.
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Lula’s return is dramatic,
his challenges formidable

RAZIL’S PRESIDENTIAL election was watched closely]

around the world as it unfolded in a fraught setting. It

came amid a populist right-wing surge across Lati

America, the long shadow cast by US President Donald
Trump and his “Donroe Doctrine”, and larger questions abou
the Global South, in which Brazil’s voice is key. Incumbent Lui
Indcio Lula da Silva of the Workers’ Party was seen as more than|
a president seeking re-election; he is one of the most prominen
figures of the global left. In adramatic turnaround, Lula, who fin-
ished second in the first round to the far-right Flavio Bolsonaro
—son offormer president Jair Bolsonaro, whois underhouse ar-|
rest forallegedly plotting a coup after losing the 2022 election —
won the runoff by a razor-thin margin. His victory with about 52|
percentofthe vote, which has secured a historic fourth term, in-
terrupts the right-wing tide in the region. But it is hardly a sign
thattherightisweakeningwithin Brazil. Rather, the result shines|
the light on a society split down the middle and the resilience o
a movement that may have outgrown its leader.

Goingahead, Lula faces formidable challenges. Although uin-
employment is near historic lows, the economy is slowing, com-|
pounded by affordability concerns, high interest rates an
mounting household debt. Lula will likely struggle to push re-
formsthrougha conservative majority in Congress and more than|
adozen right-wing state governors. He must govern a deeply di-|
vided electorate, nearly half of which voted against him. Bolson-
arism’s appeal reflects not only in ideological conservatism butf]
alsoin anxieties about therole of the state and religion. Address-|
ingthemwill require Lula toreach out beyond his traditional base.

Lula’s win denies Trump an ally in the region’s largest econ-
omy, of the kind he has in Javier Milei in Buenos Aires and once|
had in Jair Bolsonaro. Lula has deepened ties with China and re-
sisted US tariffs. His re-election keeps Brasilia on a Global South-
oriented course, which isheartening for India. Itislikely to i
the momentum of groupings such as BRICS and IBSA (India, Bra-
zil and South Africa), both seen by the two countries as vehicle
foramore multipolar world order. Brazil’s continued engagemen
in these forums matters at a time when developing countries are
demandmﬂgreater sayinthe governance of Elobal institutions.
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To ease energy transition, ramp up
storage, strengthen transmission

HE FACE of the Indian power

sector is changing. From per-

petual deficit, we have moved

toasituation of glut atleast for

certain hours of the day, spe-
cifically the solar hours. Both scenarios are
painful, though as farasthe consumersgo,
the first was far worse, The situation of glut
and the way we are dealing with it is a na-
rional waste, but an individual consumer
does notreally feel thepinch. Itis the sector
that is sulfering.

People will not have forgotten how diffi-
cult each summer was in the past with fre-
quent power cuts. The problem also in-
cluded the quality of supply. Voltage used to
drop dramatically in the dusk hours, and it
wasinadvisable lonunatelevisionora fridge
without a voltage stabiliser. If this was the
positioninurban areas, onecan imaginethe
situationinmral areas, where the number of
hours for which supply was available was fre-
quently in the single digits, One can, how-
ever, add acaveat, Only people connected o
the grid faced the problem of erratic supply.
A large part of the population lived in the
da.t‘kun.mm they trifiec. Thirty

ago, according to the World Bank, 40
peroem Of India’s population did not have
accesstoelectricity.

During the decade 1990-2000, the in-
stalled capacity was growing at the rate of
about 5 percent, whereas demand was grow-
ing ar about 7 per cent to 8 per cent. Deficits
in peak demand wi emm the mdvr of 15 per

per cent. 1n.1duqu.m. installed L..I]J.ﬁ.‘ﬂ} was
ot the ol Perl biggger prob-
lemwasa pwrand dilapiciated distribuition
hlﬁm d’lat]ust dld niot hawz theca—
r"'—“) AL

was virtually no um.rwlln" Upgradation
required additional funds either throughen-
hanoeed retail tariffs or through government
grants, both of which were difficult tocome
by The vertically integrated state electricity
boards, with generation, state transmission,
and distribution under one roof, were over-
staffed, corrupt. and inefficient.

Then came the Electricity Act, 2003,
which allowed for the dismantling of the
State Electricity Boards (SEBs) and the set-
ting up of separate companies for gener-
ation, transmission, and distribution. This
segregation took years to happen in some
wmies.. :Lf'thc i:;.-;ue hmme politicised. The
Actal felectric-
ity regulamrymmmmmsothanaﬂﬂ'de-
fer jon could bean ind: lent exer-
cise, free from government clutches.
However, thisdid not have the desired effect,
asthe government wasloathtogive
up its control over tariffs and con-
tinued tobreathe down the regula-
tors’ necks, The regulators, inciden-
tally. gavethe impression that they
were willing to bend over back-
wards to stay on the government's
right side. Consequently, the dis-
tribution sector remained where it
s fina.ncially urlsustainahle.

o

SoMIT
DASGUPTA

Theanswer is to build storage
sothat excess generationin
the daytime can charge our
batteries, which may
also ensure less frequent
ramping up and down of our
coal-based generation

al regular intervals,

The good news, however, was that
growth in installed capacity got a boost
after the setting up of the electricity ex-
changes in Delhi and Mumbai around
2008. The spot prices of power shol up
manifold, and developers saw thisasan op-
portunity and started investing heavily in
new power projects, mainly coal-based. A
little more than 1,00,000 MW of coal-based
capacity was added between 2010 and
2020, Interestingly, about the same capac-
ity was added between 1947 and 2010, It
wasn't just the developers; banks started
giving out loans blindly without eénsuring
that the developers had signed power pur-
chase agreements (PPAS) and had fuel link-
ages. As a consequence, thousands of
megawatts became stranded, the devel-
opers started defaulting on loans, and the
non-performing assets (NPAs) of banks
went up. Moreover around 2015, the solar
sector received a push. Prior to this, India
had prml.mly\\.u'td .leluu,.,.b"erwra.uuu
Today; blecapacity, i
hydr\n,lsallltielwsthan 292GW,
which is about 53 per cent of total
capacity. Selar alone is about 162
GW. This massive growth in in-
stalled capacity reduced our peak
and energy deficits to about 1 per
cent to2 percent.

Asthey say, all good things must
cometoan end. With this massive
gmwrh in mrnlled capacity, defi-

problems have cropped up. Thisenergy tran-
sition has made ussurplusinsolar hours, but
we are facing deficits at night on account of
unplanned outagesinourcoal plants, exces-
sive air conditioning load, poor reservoir
levels affecting hydro generation, ete. The
mrplusinmlatkummrm:mgmlohack
solar gmet&tﬂl.-. fter ramp-

ingdo n
k i ..mf';ll loadinordertobal-
ance the grid. Two things are happening
here, First, we arewasting our solar power by
backing down. Second, we are decreasing
the longevity of our machines by this fre-

quent ramping up and down.
Sowherelies the solution? Theanswer is
Lo build storage so that excess generation in
may also ensure less frequent ramping up
and down of our coal-based generation.
Along with storage, we also need to
1 system im-
amarket mﬂnmﬂym&rﬂs
flexibility. However, building storage, es-
pedatly pump storage, is ime-consuming,
and moreover, the price of storage, as deter-
mined through competitive bids, is said to
be non-remunerative, This may mean that
many of the storage projects will not see the
light of day, which will only prolong our

agony of losing valuable solar power.

The writer is visiting professor, ICRIER and
former member (economicand commercial),
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Rajan KUMAR

ISRAEL'S PARLIAMENTARY election on
L\':mber u-llldemdcmeﬁtecfmmeuln
ister B I i s

because this is the first election since
Hamas's attack on Tsmael on Octobir 7, 2023,
The central question is whetherachange in
leadershipwill ocour, and if so, whether it will
usher inanew political trajectory. Many fear

Inlsrael, what election can change, what it can't

: P P o

Net-

country ional oppro

atributing ibiility 1o H: hold-

ml:uhmﬁhammnm TGl
Eisenkot, the med Ya-
shar party. Eisenkot draws his popularity
from his military service, family sacrifices,
and anti-Netanyahu sentiment. He lost his
son, Gal Eisenkot, during a military oper-
ation in Gaza in 2023, Seen as a hawk. he
\-Lr\t:diu\le.u}.lhu’smm.r',nm; war cabi-
net in 2024 and later resigned over disagree-
ments with respect to Gaza. 1f he wins, ex-
pecting a moderation of Istael's policy u.ouid
bc prcmatulc Much will depend on the co-

a victory
| I A

merges. inwhichthe 5uppcn of

g ill be i

hjsmen:wepuﬂcmm'ardsﬁam
siven the fractious nature of Israel's
politics and shifting coalitions, it is difficulr

Tmﬂea!onlsmdelyre@:dedmamf-

to predict the sutcome, Opinion polls sug-
gestthat neitherthe present coalition northe

P b Hemhmngblamed
fmnmitlng Israel intoa perpetual war with
Tranand its proxies and for exposing the

I i 1Atk THSCon-
duct in Gaza. He could neither topple the
theocraric regime in Tehran nor destroy its
nuclear enrichment programme;

Further, his military operations in Gaza
have created the w crisis
in recent vears, leading to about 74.000

Jeaths Thedi - -

response in Gaza shifted the narrative from

The far-right nature of Isracli
politics prevents any policy
maderation. All the major parties
object to the two-state solution and
thecreation of Palestine as an
independent state

g N resparsible for itsescalation,
Nmanynhu‘slﬁagmwrms Was con:

ajoLntmckon Iran. LS President Donald
Trump hasendorsed him inthecurrentelec-
tion, pr:uem‘.,hlm as an ally, “great warrior
primeminister”, and peace partner. Trump's
support for Netanvahu, however, has come
ata high political cost. His popularity inthe
LS isar an all-time low. The price of diesel
has skyrocketed, and the Republican Party
is facing trouble in the midterm elections,
Netanyahu enjoys the support of other
Far-right parties, but this coalition might shift
based on the electoral outcomes. Security is
111|_ central issue, and Esenkot has centred
anyahu’s failure wopre-
vent Har and his policies on

Gaya. The exempeion of ulir-Orthodax Tew-

sive issuesin Israel.

Even if there is a change in leadership,
there will be no major shift in Israel’s policy
towards Palestine or Inan. The far-right na-
ture of Israeli politics prevents any policy
maderation. m! lhv:maum partiens al)oact 1
thets
Iwim, as an independent state. On Imn.
however, nikof appears cautious and cali-
brated. He Is firmly opposed to Iran acquir-
ing nuclear weapons, bult is sceptical of
achieving political objectives through mili-
tary means, But if Netanyahu forms the gov-
ernment, the LS and Israed are likely toiniti-
ate the next phase of coercive measunes,

The writer is professor, School of intermational
Studies, lawahartal Nehru University
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A new ‘cocktail’
could help treat
cobra bites

Arnav Chandrasekhar
Berngalurw, October 26

SCIENTISTS FROMIISc Bengaluru’s Centre for
Ecological Sciences (CES) and the Technical University
of Denmark (DTU) have created an antivenom that could
potentially be used to treat snakebites from the diverse
cobra species of India. The discoveries were published in
the journal Science Translational Medicine.

Challenges in treatment

Cobras generally kill their prey using “neurotoxins
their venom that paralyse their prey and stop them from
breathing. Cardiac issues and other side effects have
been observed in some cases of attacks on humans.

Government data from 2024 had estimated the
annual snakebite fatalities at 50.000. The spectacled
cobra (Naja naja). one of India’s “Big Four”™ venomous
snake species, accounts for at least 12.5% of these snake-
bite deaths — this number could be higher, as the snake
is not always identified by the victim.

India has several cobra species. and different species
have different kinds of venom. Venom from the same
species might vary in composition for cobras from differ-
ent locations.

This poses a challenge when using antivenom. For
example. while the Polyvalent antivenom isused in India
to counter the venom of
the Big Four snakes
including the spectacled
cobra, this would not work
against king cobra venom.

Treatmentis also com-
plicated by the factthat
rural victims often don’t
reach healthcare centres
intime. orend up at
centres which may not
hawve the reguired

oz

Spectacled cobra. ricky maDarpPa

= ‘BIG FOUR’

@ India’s “Big Four” venomous
snake species are the spec-
tacled cobra. the common krait,
the Russell's viper, and the saw-

antivenom. Kartik Suna-
gar, an associate professor
at CES, said antivenocm
treatment has essentially
remained the same for the

scaled viper. pPastcentury.

The new antivertomn:

Prewviously. Danish
scientist Andreas Laustsen and his colleagues at DTU
had tested anew method on certain African snakes. Thew
took the blood of animals such as alpacas and llamas,
which had been exposed to the venom of these snakes.
Then, they extracted the antibodies that were formed.

A similar process was applied to create an “antibodwy
cocktail™ from India’s different cobra species. This was
then tested on mice, which had been injected with
wvenom from spectacled cobras. monocled cobras. and
two species of King cobras. Even 30 minutes after venom
injection, the antibody cocktail was able to save the test
mice from death.

Furture applications

Previously. such use of antibodies to counter venorm
in mice tests required a large amount of antibodies.
which might mean that a huge dose would be needed for
humans. But the current research. Sunagar said.
“showed thatit is possible to neutralise venom using
wvery small amounts of carefully selected and engineered
antibodies™. This could potentially help address some of
the cost and safety concerns associated with administer-
inglarge guantities of antibodies. he added.

Further, such a method could be used to create cures
for snakebite venom of species across the world.
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Census duty: SOVEs powers
and private citizens’ rlghts

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

THECENTRE earlier thismenthamended
the Census Rules; 1990 to expressly state
that local author-
!ty,mdedasmﬂasunmdadpﬂvueeduca-
tional institutions may be appointed as
Censusenumerators. [tsimilarly included
officials of establishments such as banks,
companies, institutions, societies and
trusts.

Buttheas
wider category: “any person” whomastate
government or Union Territory adminis-
tration considers suitable to perform the
duties of an enumerator.

Thisisnot very different from what the
rules said before the amendment. The ear-
lier rules already said an enumerator could
be chosen from among *Teachers, Clerks
orany official or any person”. If “any per-
son” literally meant anybody, private-
school teachers and private-sector em-
ployees were already covered.

Whatisthe significance of the
amendment then?
Officialsin the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) say it hasbeen done to remaove any
ambiguity from the rules and make sure
that the Census operation, which requires
lakhs of enumerators, is conducted
smoothly. However, there is a backdrop.
On May 22, the Bombay High Court
gave interim protection to associations rep-
resenting more than 500 private unaided
and minority schools in Maharashtra. It
said Section 4A of the Census Act imposed
an obligation on local authorities, while
Sections 6 and 7 did not, in its preliminary
view, confer authority to compulsorily

much

of private unaided schools.

Itthen considered the old Rule 3, which
permitted “Teachers, Clerks or any official
orany person” to be enumerators. Thegov-
emnment had argued that this was broad
enough toinclude private teachers.

The court rejected that interpretation at
the interim stage. It observed that if “any
person” were given an unrestricted mean-
ing, itcould extend to private professionals
such as doctors, advocates and chartered
accountants, It held, primafacie, thatsub-

Census enumerators at work in New Delhi. e

ordinate legislation could not travel
beyond its parent statute.

The operative order restrained author-
ities from issuing further orders “compel-
ling or requiring teachers and/or em-
ployees™ of the petitioner schools to
perform Censusduties. Thenon October 8,
the Punjaband Haryana High Court stayed
Haryana government communications
secking details of private unaided school
teachers for Census duty.

Eight days later came the amendment.

What does the Census
Actactually say?

Section 4(2) of the Census Act, 1948
gives the state government power to “ap-
point persons as census-officers” to take,
aid in or supervise the Census within a
specified area. Importantly, it adds that
such persons, “whensoappointed, shall be
bound toserve accordingly™

‘Thisis potentially the strongest basis for
the government's case. Unlike provisions
dealing specifically with government em-
ployees, Section 4 uses the broad word
“persons”,

But other provisions of the Act are
muuch more specific about whose services
can be compulsorily called upon.

Section 4A requires a local authority,
mmwmmmmm-
able such staff as are necessary for Census
work. Sections 6 and 7 also permit assis-
tance to be sought from private establish-
ments and their personnel — but in de-

Large
workforce

Census remains
overwhelmingly
manpower-
intensive despite
digitisation.
Recent
operational
figures put the
numberof
enumerators and
supervisors
being trained at
around 31 lakh.
e

Census
authorities say
enumerators are
mainly drawn
from school
teachers and
government and
local-body
officials.

fined nitmmstanrmmtmngprimaﬂ!y'm
counting people under their charge or pres-
entinthose establishments.

Forexample, Section7 allows the District
Magistrate tocall upon staff ofa factory ores-
tablishment toassist withthe Censusofper-
sons present in its premises. It does not ex-
pressly say thatsuch employees canbetaken
outofthatestablishment and deployed gen-
erally as door-to-door enumerators.

So, can privateindividualsbe
In 2010, LIC challenged an order requi-
ring its Jalandhar office to provide at least
150 employeesas Enumeratorsand Super-
visors.
The Punjab and Haryana H.lgh Court
on 7(c)

‘Any person’ the government considers
suitable can be asked to perform the
duties of an enumerator. But the rules
are not as absolute as this sounds

In May 2010, Manisha Jain, a teacher at
an unaided school in Chandigarh, ap-
proached the Punjab and Haryana High
Court after being appointed an enumer-
ator. Inaninterimorder, Justice KKannan
was reported to have observed that it would
be “incorrect” to force a private teacher to
undertake Census work after her normal
working hours.

Private unaided schools also ap-
proached the Bombay High Court. On Ja-
nuary 24, 2011, a Division Bench gave in-
terim protection against coercive action
against private unaided-school teachers re-
fusing Census duty. The Centre sought
modification ofthisorder, arguing, among
other things, that Section 4(2) of the Census
Act permitted “any person” tobe appointed
for Census duty.

The court subsequently modified the
arrangement. On February 3. it allowed
teachers of private aided and unaided
schmls o be deployed for Census 2011,

irecting that their servi
be used before or after school hours,
exempting teachers of Classes 10 and 12,
and allowing school m; tode-
cide which teachers could be spared sothat
academic work was not disrupted.

Doesthe Constitution allow citizens
tobe compulsorily drafted for public
‘work?

Yes — but this does not by itself give
Census authorities the power todoso.

Article 23(1) prohibits begaarand other
forms of forced labour. But Article 23(2) ex-
‘pressly permits the State to impose “com-
‘pulsory service for public purposes”, pro-
wvided it does not discriminate on specified

Under the Police Act, 1861, residents of
aneighbourhood may in specified public-
order circumstances be appointed special
police officers. The Calcutta High Courtin

found the directions “beyond the scope
and powers conferred by the Census Act,
1948”. But it expressly left the state free to
invoke Section 4(2) “wherever and when-
everso required”.

Inaseparate LIC case, the Gujarat High
Court similarly ruled against requisition of
LIC employees, with a Division Bench
holding in 2019 that Section 7 did not
confer such a power. That judgment is
under challenge before the Supreme Court.

Private-school teachers had raised simi-
lar objections during Census 2011, though
the litigation did not produce an unquali-
fied prohibition on their deployment.

Dulal § v District Magistrate, How-
rah (1958) characterised this as compulsory
publicservice protected by Article 23(2).
Anevenclearerexample is the National
Service Act, 1972, under which specified
qualified doctors and engineers can be
calledupfor national service. However, Par-
liament created an elaborate statutory re-
gime for this: it identified who was liable,
provided for registration and notice, per-
mitted postpenement on hardship grounds,
prescribed remuneration and required pri-
vate employers to release — and later rein-
state — employcc‘s called up for service.
The isnot

availableinthe Census Act.
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How Lula scripted turnaround in Brazil and what lies ahead

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delhi, October 26

IN ASTUNNING upset, Brazil'sleftist Presi-
dent Luiz Inicio Lula da Silva was re-
elected for a historic fourth term on Sun-
day, securing 51.79% of the vote against his
rival Fléavio Bolsonaro.

In the first round of voting earlier this
month, he finished behind Flavio, the son
of former President Jair Bolsonaro, whom
Luladefeated in 2022, Flavia has called for
annulling the results.

The verdict was historic for rea-
son: since Brazil returned to direct presi-
dential elections in 1989, no candidate who
finished second in the first round had gone
on towin the runoff.

Lula's victory also bucks arecent regional
trend, with right-wing candidates winning
thelast seven consecutive presidential elec-
tions across Latin America. Itdeals asetback
1o US President Donald Trump's ambitions
roexpand Washington'sinfluence, “Brazilis
noone’s backyard,” Lula said,

How did Lula emerge victorious?
Two factors were key:
1. HIGHER TURNOUT AND VOTER MOBIL-
ISATION: Lula’s narrow loss to Bolsonaro in

Lula hoids a copy of Brazil's Constitution during a rally.

the first round initially dismayed his sup-
porters but promyple d mobilisation.

Young Brazilians organised nationwide
demonstrations, while Lula held rallies in
key battlegrounds. The 80-year-old presi-
dent, who does not own a mobile phone,
also stepped up his digital campaign.

He also 1 wellare 3
including increased and early payments
under a cash-transfer programme, and se-
cured congressional approval for a shorter
working week, reducing the maximum
from 44 to 40 hours without cutting pay.

Brazil's Superior Electoral Court re-
ported that nearly three million more
Brazilians voted in the runoff. Although it
is unclear how they voted, their number ex-
ceeded the gap of just over 2.2 million votes
between Lula and Bolsonaro in the first
round.

2. STRONGHOLDS RETAINED, GAINS

safeguard democracy.

For the region, a Bolsonaro victory
would have given Trump a crucial ally in
Latin America's largest economy and
country, particularly as Washington seeks
closersecurity cooperation with right-wing
govemmentsacross the region.

Lula has resisted joining the coalition

ELSEWHERE: Lula wonall ni inthe
country’s northeast, his traditional voter
base. But his victory depended on gains in
areas that earlier favoured Bolsonaro.

What is the broader significance?

Flavio's challenge to the election result
has revived tensions over the democratic
transferof power, During the last elections
in 2022, Jair Bolsonaro refused to accept
the result, leading to his supporters at-
tempting to storm government buildings
in Brasilia.

It has further raised questions about
Brazil's judiciary. Flavio’s challenge to the
election result centres on a decision by Su-
preme Federal Court Justice Cristiano
Zanin to extend voting by two hours on
Sunday, which caused some confusion.
Brazil's courts have also faced criticism for
interventions in elections and online
speech, which they state is necessary to

over concerns aboul Brazilian sovereignty.
Trump has also repeatedly clashed with
Lula, imposing tariffs of up to S0% on Brazi-
tian goods over the prosecution of former
Bolsonaro Senior, among other things.

Lula used these interventions to frame
the election panly around Brazil’s resis-
tance 1o foreign pressure, Lula's re-election
leaves Washington dealing with a Brazilian
government that has resisted itsexpanding
military and security role in Latin America.

Managing that relationship could be a
challenge down the road for Lulia, as could
the fact that Brazil currently has its most
conservative Congress since its return to
democracy in the 1980s. He must also ad-
dress Brazil's public debt, which has risen
toover 82% ofits GDP. Interest rates are also
high, at around 1375% in September. The
debterisis has fuelled public dissatisfaction
despite record-low unemployment and
wage growth outpacing inflation.
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‘Godzilla’ EINiio effects to be felt next year too: Decoding WMO warning for India

Anjali Maras
Bengaluru, Octvber 26
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