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The United States, the United Kingdom, and

China have already made this shift: modern
conflict favours integrated structures over
single-service models. India is now moving in the
same direction. The transition, however, may
temporarily reduce operational readiness. The
key question is what will be lost, how much, and
for how long before capability is restored.

Transforming a single-service structure that
has stood for seven decades is difficult. The
merger of 17 single-service commands into three
integrated theatres carries three real risks.

First, the knowledge gap at the top. A theatre
commander will command forces from three
services, at least two of which he has not spent
decades honing. Staff can advise, but it cannot
replace the instincts built over a career —
knowing how quickly a mechanised brigade
mobilises or a fighter squadron scrambles. In a
fast-paced conflict such as Operation Sindoor
(2025), that gap becomes critical when domain
expertise matters most.

Second, each service has unique valies and
cultures — merging them is difficult, which will
show up sharpest around careers and rank. A
joint force worried about career progression or
rank-equivalence — hurting morale and
motivation — can dampen active combat.

Third, slower decision-making. Adding the
Vice Chief of Defence Staff (VCDS), alongside the
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), adds a layer between
the theatre commanders and the Raksha Mantri —
one more link between order and action. Theatre
commanders are to report directly to the Raksha
Mantri once fighting starts. But an untested
structure cannot suddenly switch on under fire,
and peacetime habits of routing through the
VCDS would be hard to break when speed
matters most.

None of this argues against theatre commands;
the reform must proceed. All three hit short-term

l ndia’s theatre-isation is nearing completion.
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readiness first, with no time to recover once
fighting starts. The risk compounds; gaps in data
links, jointness and logistics rarely surface until a
crisis forces the question. India’s Air Force chief
has argued that coordination may serve better
than forcing fusion too fast. The next question is
how much this costs, and for how long.

How much and for how long

Here is a rough but useful distinction. First, the
nature of change. Reforms touching
weapon-platforms show results within months;
those touching structures such as the Andaman
and Nicobar Command took over a decade.
Theatre-isation is the second category — who
commands what, and how fast the three services
fuse as one fighting system - and that costs
readiness,

Second, the scale of the delay. The current
plan may take two to three years, while full
transition could take a decade or more. China
created theatre commands in two years and the
U.S. in 10; India has spent 25 years debating the
move. The real challenge is not money or
hardware, but mindsets — hierarchy, authority,
and command structures. Even the UK.
restructured its joint command twice since 2012.
For India, the risk is reduced readiness along the
borders during transition.

Third, the timing. India faces pressure on two
fronts — an unresolved boundary with China, a
festering rivalry with Pakistan. A long war gives
theatre-isation time to mature; a short one runs
on whatever readiness is on hand. China raised
five theatre commands in 2016; the one facing
India was tested at Doklam in 2017, and in 2020.
The Goldwater-Nichols Act (1986), a success after
its first test in Panama, spent a decade absurbmg
its readiness costs — diluted expertise, command
friction.

Indian defence planning just treats reform as
self-executing: approve the structure, allocate

India’s theatre reform needs a readiness framework

roles, and assume readiness follows. Beijing
shows otherwise: it took two years to raise five
theatre commands .

The gap is partly procedural and partly
semantic. India still speaks of “defence
preparedness”; modern militaries focus on
“military readiness” — staying ready, always.
India has yet to develop a military readiness
framework. It needs one now, along with four key
reforms.

First, the metrics — a public statement of what
the joint force must be ready to fight is essential.
Naming these readiness risks matters. A
“two-front” threat can quietly become
“two-and-a-half” if left unaddressed. No one in
India has said this openly.

Second, the standards that measure force
structures against operational demands. India
measures inputs - money, manpower, machines,
and material (4Ms) — rather than actual military
capability. A readiness standard needs three
elements: unit-level readiness, force readiness,
and sustainability with surge capacity. The
transition window will not wait.

Third, India needs mechanisms that compel
policymakers to notice and act. The U.S. created
a Readiness Oversight Council in the 1990s. India
needs a similar structure: a Defence Readiness
Council at the ministry level, a Military Readiness
Committee under the CDS, and sub-committees
within each service and theatre command.

Fourth, hedge the transition itself. Keep a
reserve force outside the new structure so short
wars are not fought entirely on untested ground.
Diplomacy with China and Pakistan may not
resolve long-standing disputes, but it can buy the
fime theatre-isation requires. Neither guarantees
peace, but both create valuable time.

Theatre-isation is not the problem, but
assuming it comes at no cost is. Readiness is what
is at stake, and war does not wait for the
transition to finish.
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n June 12, in Geneva,
the International
Labour Conference
adopted Convention
No. 193, ‘Decent Work in the
Platform Economy’, which is the
first binding international treaty
written for the rider, driver, picker
and data-labeller who earns a
living through an app. The vote
was lopsided: 406 in favour
(which included nations such as
China, Brazil, Germany, France,
South Africa, and Japan), 8
against, and 36 abstentions.
India abstained. Under the
International Labour
Organization’s (ILO) tripartite
system, each country votes
through three delegates. Only
India’s government abstained; its
employer and worker delegates
voted in favour.
Abstention is not neutrality. It is
a decision to maintain distance
from a treaty that millions of
workers waited two years to win.

‘What India walked away from
Convention No. 193 does what
India’s own laws refuse to. It
extends a floor of rights to
platform workers regardless of
classification, even if a company
calls them “employees” or
“independent partners”. Core
protections, which include pay as
per the statutory or negotiated
minimum; on-time payment;
occupational safety and health;
and social security on terms no
less favourable than what
comparable workers receive,
apply to all.

The Convention also enters
territory no global standard has
touched — algorithmic
management, the opaque software
that allocates work, sets pay,
monitors performance, and
Jsilently deactivates accounts.
Platforms must now disclose
significant automated decisions,
explain them in writing, and keep
a human in the loop. Further,
Article 9 of the Convention strikes
at the gig economy’'s central
fiction: governments must classify
workers correctly, guided “mainly

the facts relating to the

Rejimon
Kuttappan

is a workers' rights
advocate

Convention No.
193 extends a
floor of rights to
platform
workers
regardless of
classification,
even if a
company calls
them
‘employees’ or
‘independent
parimers’

performance of work™ and by
what the worker does.

It is no utopian document. It is
a floor for worker’s rights that
India’s gig workers currently do
not stand on.

India’s gig workforce stood at
roughly 7.7 million in 2020-21. By
NITI Aayog's own projection, it
will reach 2.35 crore by 2029-30,
about 6.7% of the non-agricultural
workforce. This is no longer the
urban side-hustle of marketing
decks. Gig work is now becoming
the mode through which India’s
cities are fed, moved and supplied.

Further, NITI Aayog data shows
that about 39% of gig workers earn
F10,000-T25,000 a month and
34% earn 325,000-340,000, with
wages stretched across 12-hour
shifts; fuel paid for by the worker
himself; and no overtime, because
overtime requires an employer to
exist. Only about 15% have any
social security. The rest ride into
Indian traffic each morning with
no accident cover, no sick pay, no
pension, and an algorithm that
can switch off their income
without explanation.

The government's defenders
will say that India needs no
Geneva treaty because it has its
own framework. The Code on
Social Security, 2020, part of the
four Labour Codes brought into
force in November 2025, was
among the world’s first central
laws to define “gig worker™ and
“platform worker". It directs
aggregators to pay 1%-2% of their
annual turnover, capped at 5% of
worker payouts, into a social
security fund.

While on paper, this sounds like
leadership, in practice, itisa
promise printed and shelved.
Neither the central law nor most
of the State laws specify the
nature, quantum or eligibility of
benefits. The contribution
mechanism remains largely
un-operationalised and the
schemes are notional. Meanwhile,
the real laws have come from the
States: Rajasthan's Platform-Based
Gig Workers Act of 2023, and the
welfare boards drafted in
Karnataka and Telangana. The

India’s refusal to uphold a global gig work law

Centre abstains in Geneva while its
own States legislate.

India’s abstention at the
Conference reads less like a
one-off position than a habit. Indial
is a founding member of the ILO
and has ratified six of the eight
core conventions. It has not
ratified Convention No. 87
(Freedom of Association) or No.
98 (Right to Organise and
Collective Bargaining) because
they would give government
servants the right to strike, which
domestic rules bar. Nor has it
ratified Convention No. 190 on
violence and harassment at work.

A founder of the ILO that will
not sign the [LO's own guarantees
is not a country caught off-guard.
It has a settled posture: endorse
the principle but withhold the
obligation. The logic is consistent.
India ratifies Conventions only
once national law is in full
conformity. There is a federalism
argument too, as labour is a
concurrent subject. But abstentio
does not protect federalism; the
States are already moving.

What abstention costs

When a country ratifies an ILO
convention and writes it into
domestic law, a worker can sue a
platform for redress. Abstention
forecloses that future. It tells every
aggregator in India that the
classification fiction is safe here
and that the algorithm need not
explain itself. It widens the gap
between a delivery worker in
China, who will have rights, and
one in Chennai, who will not.

The government had a choice
between the worker and the
platform, and in one of the most
public forums on earth it chose to
make no choice at all, which,
when one party holds the app and
the other the handlebars, is the
same as choosing the app.

The World Bank estimates that
154-435 million people already
earn through platforms
worldwide. Twenty-three and a
half million of them will be Indian
by 2030. They delivered the meal.
The least their government owed
them was a show of hands.
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WORLD INSIGHT
Amit Kumar

t the ninth World Al

Conference in Shanghai this

month, Chinese President Xi

Jinping addressed the gathering
for the first time in nine years. Itis
indicative of the priority that Al occupies
for the leadership. At the conference, Mr.
Xi pitched Chinese ATl models as a global
public good. The contrast was clear as
day. America is selling closed-source,
proprietary models while China is
offering open-weight models to the world.
This distinction is not merely technical,
but equally polirical.

Unlike Anthropic, OpenAl, and Google,
which host their frontier models on their
respective servers and offer services via
an application programming interface
(APT), Chinese labs such as DeepSeek,
(Qwen, and Moonshot also release their
weights for anyone to download. Unlike
[American models, these can be
i modified, and even further
trained. There is no subscription o cancel
or terms of service, The maker cannot
revoke or restrict access. So long as one
can manage the requisite compute to host
the model, even Papua New Guinea or
Senegal can run it locally on their servers.
[And most importantly, the data never
Qleaves the border.

AI diplomacy

However, one may wonder what explains.
China’s benevolence. Well, to begin with,
the objective is to project China as a
responsible Al player in the comity of
nations. Unlike the Americans, who he
alleged to have overstretched the concept
of national security to Al and thereby
adopted an exclusionary approach, China
is committed to sharing the benefits and
fruits of AL Mr. Xi's framing was indicative
in this regard. He described Al as
“humanity’s collective wisdom,” a
“historic opportunity” to “bridge the Al
and digital divides.” and something that

“should not be a solo performance by a
single country but a symphony of
international cooperation.” The
underlying message, aimed at
Washington, projected Beijing as the open
and cooperative alternative to the U.S.'s Al
models.

But there is a limiting factor at play too
that explains Beijing's benevolence — its
compute constraint, both for training and

inference.
Since 2022, the U.S. administration, in

The compute constraint
To understand this constraint, one must
separate two very different tasks —
training a model and serving it. Training
is a one-time cost. A lab assembles a
cluster of chips, runs it for a few months
and comes up with a finished model. The
fleet required is numerically small. For
instance, GPT-4 was trained on an

| estimated 25,000 Nvidia chips, and Meta
trained its Llama 3.1 on -16,400 chips.
DeepSeek, on the other hand, trained its

| acclaimed V3 model on -2,000

ort-compliant H800s. A frontier
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model, in other words, needs chips in the
thousands, and it needs them only once.

Serving that model to the public,
however, is an altogether different
proposition. Inference seales with the
user base and requires continuous

as it must answer hundreds of
millions of user queries. OpenAl crossed a
million GPUs in 2025, and Meta targeted
the equivalent of 1.3 million by the end of
2025. Thus, for any model with a mass
consumer base, the serving fleet dwarfs
the training fleet, often by ten to a
hundred times.

In other words, the distinction is that
of a stockpile and a flow. To train a model,
a lab can accumulate ten or twenty
thousand chips through smuggling,
stockpiling, and modest domestic
production. This is precisely why the
export controls could not prevent China
from reaching parity at the model level.
Inference, however, cannot be solved this
way. The export controls mean that the
most advanced chips remain out of
bounds for Chinese firms. Additionally,
the concessions the U.S. has offered exist
largely on paper. Around 10 Chinese firms
were cleared in principle to buy up to
75,000 H200 ¢l ach, but not a single
mid-2026, as

Takshashila Institution)
B

sales remained stalled and Beijing itself
directed firms towards domestic
alternatives.

China can attempt to bridge the
shortfall through domestic production,
but even here, restrictions on export of
EUVs continue to prove a handicap.
SMIC’s 5nin line in China runs at roughly
20% yield without EUV tools, far short of
commercial viability. This severely
restricts the ability of Chinese labs to offer
services via API alone. DeepSeek’s
decision to freeze new registrations in
January 2025 was influenced by a surge in
traffic it could not serve, alongside a
reported ‘large-scale malicious attack’.

Openness by necessity

Furthermore, given that Chinese models
are nearly as good as the U.S.'s frontier
models, their popularity is increasing.
Data show that the Chinese models’ share
of U.S. firms’ Al usage has hit a record
60% on OpenRouter — a marketplace for
routing queries to various models based
on requests.

American firms are preferring Chinese
models as they provide comparable
services at a fraction of the cost. But this
success comes with a rider — the need for
enormous compute. The solution thus is
tosimply outsource compute via
open-weight models. Hence, China’s
open-weight offering to the world is
largely a product of its structural
constraint. It can build models that rival
the U.S. but cannot serve them at scale.

But Beijing cannot ignore the urge to
securitise and restrain access for too long.
Sooner or later, it will face that choice.
Indeed, Beijing is already reported to be
weighing restrictions on overseas access
toits most capable models.

One can expect China'’s frontier models
tomove towards proprietary models,
while trailing models remaining
open-weight. But so long as China cannot
overcome the larger constraint, it is likely
to continue fielding open-weight models.
‘And China’s constraint is the world's gain.
(Amir Kumar is a Staff Research Analyst at

Behind China’s Al gift, a constraint

China’s embrace of open-weight Al models is driven as much by compute constraints as by a bid to project itself as a responsible global Al power: until it
‘omes chip and inference bottlenecks, Beijing is likely to keep sharing its models with the world

THE GI

-

China's open-weight Al models
can be downloaded,
customised and deployed on
Iocal servers, allowing
countries to retain control over|
their data without relying on
proprietary, APl-based services

-

Even as Beljing promates
open-weight Al as a global
public good, it is already
weighing restrictions on
overseas access to its most
capable frontier models,
signalling that this openness
may not be permanent.
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The IACS and the making of
modern Indian science

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science fulfilled Mahendralal Sircar’s vision of scientific self-reliance

Shekhar Mande

he late eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries marked a

period of profound intellectual

and cultural awakening across
India, with Bengal emerging as its
prominent centre. Although similar
currents of intellectual, social, and
cultural reform were taking shape in
several other parts of the country, the
scale, diversity, and enduring influence of
this awakening found their fullest
expression in Bengal.

What is now widely known as the
Bengal Renaissance not only transformed
Bengal but also profoundly influenced the
intellectual, social, and cultural evolution
of modern India. The movement fostered
remarkable advances across a broad
spectrum of disciplines, ranging from

and artists whose collective vision and
achievements laid many intellectual and

institutional foundations of modern India.

A vision for scientific self-reliance
One of the most influential figures of this
remarkable period was Mahendralal
Sircar (1833-1904). Deeply concerned that
the colonial administration had failed to
provide adequate opportunities for
Indians to pursue education and research
in the natural sciences, Sircar articulated
a bold vision for scientific self-reliance.

In 1869, in an article published in the
Calcutta Journal of Medicine, he proposed
the establishment of the Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science
(IACS), arguing that scientific education
was indispensable for India’s intellectual
and societal progress. As he wrote: “The
best method, and under the present

phil hy, spirituality, li and
the arts to education, social reform, and
the natural sciences. It produced an
extraordinary generation of philosophers,
reformers, educators, scientists, writers,

the only method, that we
can conceive of, by which the people of
India can be essentially improved, by
which the Hindu mind can be developed
to its full proportions, is as we have seen

above, by the cultivation of the Physical
Sciences”. Three years later, while
addressing a meeting of the Bethune
Society at the Medical College Theatre in
Calcutta in 1872, Sircar lamented the lack
of institutional support for scientific
research in India under colonial rule: 1
must say, though I say with deep regret,
that our Government has hitherto
afforded no opportunity, nor offered any
encouragement to the pursuit of science
by the native of this country”.

These statements reveal Sircar’s
remarkable foresight. At a time when
scientific research in India received little

q

official encouragement, he envisi an

movement that transformed the
landscape of Indian science.

Among the most celebrated scientists
associated with the IACS was C.V. Raman,
whose pioneering work transformed
modern physics. Shortly after joining the
Accountant General’s Office in Calcutta in
1907, Raman noticed a “strange-looking
board” bearing the name ‘Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science’.
Intrigued, he made enquiries about the
institution and was introduced to Amrit
Lal Sircar, the son of the Association’s
founder. Recognising Raman’s enthusiasm
for scientific research, Amrit extended an
open invitation to use the Association’s
laboratories for his experiments outside
oftice hours.

For nearly a decade, Raman followed a
remarkable routine, He spent the early
mornings and evenings at the IACS
laboratory while serving as a government
officer during the day. This extraordinary
dedication continued until 1917, when he
resigned from the Finance Department to
accept the Palit Professorship of Physics
at the University of Calcutta. Even

i 1ACS ined the principal

institution that would enable Indians to
pursue scientific inquiry and contribute
to the advancement of knowledge. That
vision culminated in the establishment of
the IACS on July 29, 1876, as the country’s
first national institution dedicated o
scientific research by Indians. Today, as
we celebrate its 150th anniversary, we
honour not merely the founding of an
institution but the birth of a scientific

venue for his experimental investigations.
It was in the laboratories of IACS that
Raman made his most celebrated
discovery, the Raman effect, which he
announced to the world on February 28,
1928. This landmark discovery earned
him the Nobel Prize in physics in 1930,
making him the first Asian scientist to win
this prize in the sciences. In many ways,
Raman’s achievement represented the

fulfilment of Sircar’s vision: that an
institution founded and nurtured by
Indians for the cultivation of science
could produce discoveries of the highest
international significance.

A legacy that endures
The founding of the IACS also marked a
defining moment in the renaissance of
science in India. More than the
establishment of a scientific institution, it
embodied the aspiration that Indians
should not merely learn science but
actively create it. Over the past century
and a half, IACS has nurtured generations
of exceptional scientists, provided a
vibrant institutional framework for the
pursuit of scientific inquiry, and made
contributions of enduring significance to
the advancement of science worldwide.
As we commemorate this historic
milestone, we pay our deepest tribute to
the vision and foresight of Mahendralal
Sircar, whose unwavering belief in the
transformative power of science made the|
institution possible. We also celebrate the
extraordinary legacy of the IACS itself, a
legacy of intellectual curiosity, scientific
excellence, and national service that
continues to inspire generations of
researchers. May that spirit continue to
guide the Institute, advancing the
frontiers of knowledge and contributing
to the scientific and technological
progress of India and the world.
(Shekhar C. Mande is president, Indian
National Science Academy, and national
president, Vijnana Bharati}




Syllabus Mapping(lE PAGE NO 14)

1. GS Paper: GS Paper 2
2. Syllabus Topics:

1. Parliament and State Legislatures—structure, functioning,

conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of

these.

2. Delimitation issues and federal representation.

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HEGOVERNMENT Sseeming
determination to proceed with
arevised delimitation that dras-
tically increases the size of the
Lok Sabha to 824 or 850 seats
marks a disastrous watershed in India’s in-
stitutional architecture. The underlyingjus-
tification offered by the government is
purely mathematical: The size of the Lower
Housecannot remain frozen at the 543-seat
limit established in1972, sincewhen the na-
tion’s population has more than doubled.
Yet, beneath this seemingly democratic ar-
gument lies a profound hazard.
Amidalltheother majorchallengesof the
loomingdelimitationexercise — notably the
severe political and federal friction caused
by penalising southern states for successful
populationcontrol, while disproportionately
rewardingthe northem Hindi heartland for
its failures — a basic question remains un-
addressed: Does it male any sense to have a
legislature so massive and structurally un-
wieldy? Noestablished democracy does.
mature democratic system recog-
nises that a Parliament must be capped ata
sizethat permi i il iny,
cohesive debate, and individual member
participation. By choosing to push the Lok
Sabha towards 850 seats (a size no other
democraticlegislature has), Indiaischarting
ananomalousand dangerous course. Demo-
cratictheory and global practice consistently
show that beyond a threshold, alegislature

ceasesto function asadeliberative bodyand
deteriorates intoachaotic colosseum where
onlyaselect fewcanspeak, whiletherestare
reduced to passive spectators, mere
numbers on votingmachines.

Afterall, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives was legally capped at 435 in
1929, when the United States population
stood at 120 million. Teday, the American
population has tripled to over 335 million,
yet the size of the House remains at 435.
Americans recognise that increasing the
number of representatives to match popu-
lation growth would paralyse the legislative
process. Instead, eachmember simply rep-
resentsalarger number of voters, relying on
robust local staff, modern communication,
and a highly organised committee system
to bridge the governance gap. Indian MPs
cando that too.

The realities of an 850-member Lok
Sabhaare devastating for individual legis-
lators. In a standard parliamentary
session, time is an unyielding, scarce re-
source. Consider the daily Question Hour
ora standard legislative debate on a com-
plexbill. Ifadebate is allocated four hotirs,
and time is distributed according to party
strength, at most 1520 MPs out of 850 will
be able to participate. In practice, back-
benchers and members of smaller parties
will be mostly silenced.

Withanoversized Parliament, avast ma-
jority of MPs will never get toask aquestion,
initiate a private member'sbill, or participate
in a substantive debate during their entire
five-year tenure. They will be trans-
formed into silent placeholders,
raising their hands when the party
commands. Thiswill worsenan al-

Anoversized legislature
where the vast majority of

An 850-seat Lok Sabhameans
more MPs, less Parliament

annually has steadily declined, bills have
been passed via voice vote within minutes
without standing commitree scrutiny, and
the Opposition is frequently sidelined.
Flooding the chamber with hundreds of ad-
ditional memberswill accelerate this margi-
nalisation, burving quality under the sheer
weight of quantity.

Anoversized legislature where the vast
majority of members have no voice suits
anexecutivethat prefers compliance over
scrutiny. When a Parliament becomes too
large to debate, it naturally cedes its over-
sight power to the executive cabinet. The
individual lawmaker loses leverage, and
the House is reduced toa notice board and
arubber stamp.

This structural transformation bears an
ominous resemblance to the authoritarian
legislative model in Beijing or Pyongyang.
Specifically, an 850-seat Lok Sabharisks be-
comingadesiversion of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference or the
North Korean Supreme People’s Assembly
— enormous, unwieldy bodies designed to
look grand, representative, and pluralistic,
but reduced to applanding set speeches by
the Great Leader. Their sheer Size guaran:
tees they cannot engage in real legislative
negotiation or challenge the ruling execu-
tive. They existtoperform consensus, notto
build it through debate. If India builds a
massive legislature where MPs are stripped
of their voices due to the arithmetic of time
constraints, it will have successfully hol-
lowed outitsdemocracy, replacing avibrant
deliberative body with a per-
formative pageant. Far better to
save the extra expenditure on sal-
aries, accommodation, travel and

ready distressing trend in Indian members have no voice suits pensicnsfor300 more MPsandin-

governance: The shrinking role
(and systemic degradation) of Par-
liament. In recent years, the
number of days Parliament meets

an executive that prefers
compliance over scrutiny

stead build aserious officebuilding
for the existing MPs near Patlia-
ment, as every other democracy
providesits legislators.

The government’s primary defence —|
that a single MP cannot effectively repre-
sent 2to3 million citizens — is a fallacy tha
misinterprets the role of a national law-|
maker. An MP’s constitutional duty is na-
tional legislation, foreign policy, macro
economic governance, and holding the|
Union executiveaccountable. They are nof
municipal councillors or MLAs. [f India es-
tablished a sharp, institutional demarca-
tion between the roles of Members of Legis-
lative Assemblies (MLAs) and Members ol
Parliament (MPs), asmaller, focused group
of MPs could easily represent large consti|
tuencies. Local grievances, municipal in-
frastructure, and civic amenities fall
squarely within the domain of state legis-|
latures and local panchayats or municipal
corporations under the 73rd and 74th
Amendments; as population increases, ex-|
pand the numberof MLAs! [flocal govern-|
ance frameworks are empowered, the local
citizen does not need to look to an MP fo!
everyday civic needs. By keeping the Lol
Sabha compact and focused on national|
governance, and leaving localised repre-|
sentation to state and municipal levels,|
Indiacould maintain a highly efficient, ef-|
fective, and truly participative federal
structure, without ruining the functional-
ity of Parliament.

The proposal toexpand the LokSabhato
850wouldcreateaHousethatisnotaforum
for governance but an echo chamber for the|
government. As we contemplate the future]
ofour democracy, we must realise that true|
representation lies in the quality of debate,|
therigour of legislative committee scrutiny;|
andthe empowerment oflocallevelsofgov-
ernment — not in creating an unwield
mega- that yeratic dis
coursewith empty theatre.

The writer is a fourth-term Congress MP from
Thiruvananthapuram
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2. Syllabus Topics:
1,Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to
Health.

2,Science and Technology—developments and their applications in healthcare.

Vector-borne disease control and public health management.
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Coarrse Road 1z now Lok Kalvan Marg, Raj-
path ks now Kantavya Path, Raj Bhavans
arenow Lok Bhavans, and the new ceniral
secretarial is Kartavya Bhavan. These are
not butachangeinthe cullure
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of power, as is direct benefit ransfer,
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Ravidas closes by naniing himself and
his caste without apalogy; Whoever isa
citizen of this clty is a friend of mine. That
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tha Bharat ms_ His Begumipuira, Ka.hir‘s

the Bhakti Drimacynlmmm Against every tempta:
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wanted a state in which everyone was fed,
and the great and the small lived as ecuads.

The writer i nations vice-president,
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Kamint WALIA

THE LATEST global study in The Lancet
Public Health has again highlighted what in-
fectious disease expertsin Indiahave known
for years: India uses too many broad-spec-
trum “watch” antibiotics and too few first-
line “access” antibiotics. Itestimatesthat In-
dia’s antibiotic consumption is higher than
the optimal target and that the antibiotic mix
is skewed towards drugs that should ideally
be reserved for more serious infections.
The tendency to overuse broad-spec-
trum antibiotics has been documented re-
peatedly over the past two decades through
surveillance studies, hospital audits and na-
tional antimicrobial resistance (AMR) pro-
grammes. The more important question is
why physicians continue to prescribethem.
The answer lies less in irrationality than
in the realities of clinical practice. Doctors
frequently prescribeantibiotics before ade-
finitive diagnosis is available because pa-
tients often present late. Diagnostic facilities
are limited orunreliable, and treatment deci-
sions cannot always wait. Similarly,
inadequate infection prevention
and control in healthcare facilities
increases the likelihood of health-
care-associated infections, promp-
ting clinicians to choose broader-
spectrumagents fromthe outset. In
other words, antibiotics are often
used to compensate for systemic
'weaknesses.

On antibiotics, problem
isn'tjustoverprescribing

Clinicians need training in
antimicrobial stewardship and
evidence-based prescribing.

Communities must

understand that antibiotics do
not treat viral infections

If India wants to reduce inappropriate
antibiotic use, it must address these under-
lying drivers. The first priority is
strengthening infection prevention. Better
water, sanitation and hygiene, wider use of
vaccines, and sustainedinvestment in infec-
tion prevention and control programmesin
hospitals will reduce the burdenof infections
that require antibiotics. Whileinitiativeslike
Kayakalp have improved cleanlinessin pub-
lic hospitals, preventing healthcare-associ-
ated infections requires continuous invest-
mentin trained infection-control personnel,
surveillance systems, antimicrobial steward-
ship and institutional accountability.

The second priority is strengthening di-
agnostic capacity. Rational antibiotic pre-
scribingis only possible when clinicians have
confidence in laboratory results. India has
begun building this through the National
Health Mission, Free DiagnosticsService In-
itiative, National Essential Diagnostics List
and expanded lab networks. Improving lab-
oratory quality, accreditation, turnaround
time and confidence in microbiol-
ogy reportsisequally important.

Educationiscentral. Clinicians
need training in antimicrobial
stewardship and evidence-based
prescribing. Communities must
understand that antibiotics do not
treat viral infections and that de-
manding them for every fever is
harmful in the long term.

It is equally important to recognise that
India has not been standing still. Over the
past decade, the country has established a
National Action Plan on AMR, expanded
surveillance throughthe National Centre for
Disease Control and Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research, introduced antimicrobial stew-
ardship initiatives, strengthened essential
diagnostics, regulated fixed-dose combina-
tions and increased political recognition of
AMR as a national priority. These are sub-
stantial structural reforms that take yearsto
translate into measurable changes.

Acountry that accounts for nearly one-
fifth ofthe world’s population and manages
oneofthelargest public health systems can-
not transform antibioticuseovernight. Prog-
ress should be judged not only by current
consumption patterns but also by the
strength and direction of ongoing reforms.

International reports are valuable when
they stimulate action, but repeating what is
already well established addslittleunlessac-
companied by practical solutions. Reducing
antimicrobial resistancewill not be achieved
by asking doctors simply to prescribe fewer
antibiotics. This can cost lives. It will be
achieved by creating a health system where
they cansafely prescribe the right antibiotic,
fortheright patient, at the righttime and the
country is committed to achieving this.

The writer is senior scientist and
programme officer, AMR, ICMR
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THE THEATRE of the West Asia conflict,
earlier limited to the Strait of Hormuz from
the perspective of India’s crude oil imports,
has now widened. Last week, the Yemen-
based Houthi militia announced it would
target Saudi Arabian tankers attempting to
cross the Bab el-Mandeb Strait and indeed
attacked a few ships.

Like the Strait of Hormuz, the Babel-
Mandeb — which connects the Red Sea to
the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea — is
another critical chokepoint for global trade,
and energy supplies in particular.

Saudi Arabia was using the route to ex-
port its oil, including to India, as Strait of
Hormuz trafficfell to atrickle. The Houthi
impactis already visible, with vessel cross-
ings via Bab el-Mandeb slumping toan
average of 31 per day over the past three
days from 43 per day in the firsthalfof July,
according to S&P Global data from July 27.

The Houthi blockade could delay oil
shipmentsto Asiaby forcingtankers tosail
through the Suez Canaland thentaking the
dreuitous route around Africa. This would
add up to four weeks to the journey, and
keep oil prices elevated. This matters for
India, which depends on impotts to meet
over 88% of its oil requirement. But accord-
ing to analysts, the current risks appear
manageable despite the concerns.

Thefirstand the most obvious fall-back
forthe country is Russian crude, the main-
stay ofitsoilimports, So far, Russian oil ap-
pears to be safe from Houthi attacks, as it
wasin earlier Bab el-Mandeb blockades by
the Iran-backed militia.

Russian oil exports are also under press-
ure amid Ukraine’sstrikes againstenergyex-
port infrastructure. But the expectation is
that while this may restrict the availability of
Moscow's crude, and thus drive up prices,
any material impact on India would be li-
mited from a supply security perspective,

TheRussian option

“As per the predictions, if Russian oil
(coming through the Red Sea route) is not
affected and the blockade is t:

eted onl

As conflict expands to Red
Sea, India’s crude options
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Dual chokepoints

® With traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz down to atrickle, Saudi Arabia
was using the Bab el-Mandebto export
itsoil, including to India.

® Now, the Houthi blockade on
Saudi-linked shipping and energy
supplies would force tankers to sail
westward instead, through the Suez
Canal, and then taking the circuitous
route around Africa.

® The Suez Canal-Red Searouteis

also the primary route for Russian oil
toreach Indian ports.

INDIA

ARABIAN SEA

® So far, Russian oil appears to be safe
from Houthi attacks as it was n earlier
Babel-Mandeb blockades by the Iran-
backed militia.

@ But Russian exports are also under
pressure amid Ukraine’s strikes.

against Saudi Arabia, we don’t see a very
big challenge, We expect the movement of
Russian toincrease, which would compen-
sate for any loss inSaudi volumes and cover
therequirement. But many ifsand buts are
still there, so maybe in another week or 10
days’ time, there would be more clarity,”
state-owned Bharat Petroleum’s Chairman
and Managing Director Sanjay Khanna told
The Indian Express last week. The Suez
Canal-Red Sea route is the primary route
for Russian oil to reach Indian ports.

Industry analysts said that if Saudi Ara-
bian oil suppliestoIndiaare disrupted, In-
dian refiners are likely to further increase
purchases of Russianoil barrels, while also
drawing on commercial crude inventories
to bridge temporary supply gaps. More-
over, India’sincreasingly diversified crude

I P -

it A

from across the world — provides greater
flexibility than in previous years, reducing
the risk of a severe supply disruption.

“If Red Sea transit remains uninter-
rupted, Indian refiners retain an important
supply buffer through Saudi Arabia’s East-
West (Yanbu) pipeline, which has recently
supplied roughly 300,000-500,000 bpd
(barrels per day) of crude. However, if the se-
curitysituationdeterioratesand Red Seaim-
portsbecome unavailable during August, re-
finerswill need to replace those barrels from

Emergency
options,
beyond

Russia

West Asian
crudethatcan
bypass regional
chokepoints
are practical
emergency
options for
Indian refiners.
°

There are also
options to
increase
purchasesof
Americanand
South American
oil, butthelong
voyagetimes are
achallenge.

alternative sources. Indian refiners are likely
toincrease purchasesof Russian spot barrels
whetre available, while also drawingoncom-
mercial crude inventoriestobridge anytem-
porary supply gaps,” said Sumit Ritolia,
manager, refining and modelling at com-
modity market analytics firm Kpler.
id the Strait of Hi isis, India’s
Russian crude imports have increased
from around 1 million bpd in February to
record highs of about 2.6 million bpd in
June, accounting for over 50% of India’s
overall oil imports. July oil imports from
Russiaarealsotracking atsimilar levels, as
pership-tracking data. Before the war, over
40% of India’s oilimports came from West
Asiaviathe Strait of Hormuz.
Accordingto Ritolia, Russian crude re-
mains India’s strongest supply hedge, and
imports could potentially rise toward or
even above 3 million bpd if market condi-
tions and Russian export availability per-
mit. He added that the situation would be-
cometighterifRed Seaflows are distupted,
but itis unlikely to become critical.
“Russian oil will provide some relief for
Indiaand China. Urals was offered at around
$7/barrel discountto Dubai (crude grade) be-
fore the latest escalation; those discounts
have now disappeared, and Russian barrels
are now moving at premiums as Indian re-
finers compete for supply. However, as India

mid

India faces fresh oil supply risks as the

Houthis threaten Saudi shipments via

Red Sea. Russian crude and alternative
sources could cushion the impact

will try to absorb as much Urals (Russia’s
flagship crude grade) as possible, its incre-|
mental availability is limited as China and|
‘Turkey are competing for the same barrels,”
Abu Dhabi-based energy analyst NataliaKa
tonatold The Indian Express.

The risks to Russia’s oil exports

According toindustry expertsand ana-
lysts, a key uncertainty from India’s poin
of view is whether Russia can sustain high
export availability, given the impact of con-|
tinued Ukrainian attacks on parts of its up-|
stream and downstream oil infrastructure.|

“While the Strait of Hormuzand Red Seal
remain strategically important, the unin
terrupted operation of Russian export in
frastructure — particularly Black Sea ter
minalssuchas Novorossiysk— hasbecom
equally, if not more, critical for India’s crud
supply...any disruption to Saudi exports viaj
the Red Seawould have arelatively smalle:
impact on India’s overall crude availabilityl
than a sustained disruption to Russian|
Black Seaexports,” said Ritolia.

Unlike the Red Sea, where some cargoes|
canbe rerouted around Africa, export alter-|
natives foroil exported from Black Sea po:
arelimited, Any prolonged disruptionther
could tighten global crude availability, dis
rupt trade flows, and directly affect India’s
largest source of imported crude.

Accordingto Katona, the larger immedi-
ate concern is Novorossiysk’s Sheskharis|
terminal, which halted operations last weel
following Ukrainian attacks on regional oil
infrastructure. The terminal is particularl
important for India, as of the L1million bpd|
crude loaded there inJune, around 840,000
bpd went to India. Overall, the Novoros-|
siysk complexsupplied about 28% of Indias|
Russian crude importsin June.

Russia had recently increased crude ex:
ports as Ukrainian attacks sent several re

refining capa
ity is also a risk for India, particularly if th
Hormuz crisis doesn't abate.

“As more refineries return, fewerbarrels
willbe available for export. Given Russia'sre
cent fuel shortages, Moscow is likely to re
ducethe record 4.5 million bpd of crude ex:-
ported in June, of which about 55% went t
India. If all major refineries resume norm:
operations, Russian crude exports could f:

as much as 1 million bpd,” said Katona.
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