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On the Arunachal frontier; silence is not a strategy

or some time, reports have circulated of

transgressions by China’s People's

Liberation Army (PLA} in the Asaphila,

Taksing and Longju areas of Arunachal
Pradesh. The facts are neither clear nor officially
acknowledged. Yet, there are signals that
something out of the ordinary is happening along
this stretch of the border. The matter warrants
close attention,

The clearest signal came on October 22, 2026,
Speaking at an Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
function, Director General Shatrujeet Singh
Kapoor said: “In the past few days, a situation
arose where face-off jed at several
locations in Arunachal and it still continues? This
was the first official confirmation of the scale of
the problem. This daily reported, citing
“government sources”, that the two sides had
been in a stand-off at Asaphila, near Taksing,
since late July.

Following a brief face-off near Maja, close to
Longiju, the PLA reportedly returned in larger
numbers and pitched tents about six to seven
kilometres inside the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), as India perceives it. The stand-off has
persisted through meetings of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs (WMCC), the Special
Representatives and Corps Commanders, and
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to India for the
BRICS summit (September 2026).
Official resp several ti
Official reactions are telling. Neither b]dE has
denied the face-offs. On October 23, the
spokesperson for the M.inistry of External Affairs
(MEA) referred questions about specific details to
the Ministry of Defence, He added that the
situation in the border areas “gets disturbed from
time to time when Chinese forces diverge from
established patrolling patterns”. His Chinese
counterpart said on October 26 that China
“conducts normal border patrol and control
activities to safeguard its lerriwri.:ll sovereignty
and stability in lhe border areas”

Chief Minister Perma
Khandu was more direct. “No doubt
transgression has happened. It Keeps happening,”
he said on October 29, noting that China does not
recognise the McMahon Line.

Local groups have also been persistent in
raising concerns. In June, the Nah Welfare Society
of'l‘aksing informed the district administration
that the PLA had built roads, bridges and camps
on traditional grazing and hunting grounds. In
August, a fact-finding team from a regional party
said that Indian patrols were being denied access
to some areas. The Army described the June
reports as “incorrect and without any basis”. The
Director General of the [TBP's remarks now lend
weight to these local voices.

Some perspective is needed. Chinese
transgressions in the Eastern Sector are not new.
In the past, however, instances of adverse
Chinese possession south of the international
boundary have been confined o a few pockets:
the Namkha Chu and Sumdorong Chu valleys,

Ashok K. Kantha
Subhas Chandra Bose
Chair Professor of
International
Relations at Chanakya
University, Bengaluru,
and a former
Ambassador of India
to China

India’s silence
on Chinese
horder
intrusions risks
emboldening
Beidjing and
undermining
New Delhi's
position

and Longji, Flsewhere, the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) coincides with the boundary. If
China has now made deeper intrusions,
established a presence in new areas, expanded its
presence in existing pockets or prevented Indian
patrols from accessing certain areas, thisis a
serious, though not unexpected, duvelopmem
Many of us have cautioned that

attempt in the Eastern Sector what it did in
Eastern Ladakh in 2020.

Chinese commentators have been less coy. A
day after the ITBP Director General spoke, one of
them argued that the “bottom line” of China's
approach was to enforce the 1959 Line”. China,
he wrote, had “largely achieved this goal” in the
Western Sector and was “very likely to
implement it in the Eastern Sector in the future”.

China’s claims, India’s L
The so-called LAC of November 7, 1959, has no

1 ‘with India. In the Eastern Sector, China
claims that it coincides with the “illegal”
McMahon Line, except at Khinzemane. HOWever,
China defines that line by transposing
emrdmatesﬁm the 1914 maps onto present-day

ps, ignoring the highest watershed, which was
'lhE bastn of the 1914 alignment. This approach is
entirely unscientific, and India has never
accepted it.

In the negotiations leading to the 1993
Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and
Tranquillity along the LAC, India accepted the
concept of the LAC but specifically rejected the
Chinese notion of a 1959 line. The LAC was the
line of actual control on the ground as it exists,
not a notional or historical alignment. In cases of
Chinese transgressions, India pressed for the
restoration of the status quo ante. The April 2005
Agreement on Political Parameteérs and Guiding
Principles for the Settlement of the India-China

Question goes further, In seeking a
hnund-nry sertlement, Article V requires the two
sides to take into account, among other things,
“the actual state of border areas”.

Chinese transgressions blatantly violate several
border agreements that require both sides to
“strictly respect and observe” the LAC and not to
“overstep” it. Both sides are also committed to
refraining from unilaterally altering the status
quo. Compounding the problem, China has
begun defining the LAC in terms of savereignty,
as the phrasing of its Foreign Ministry statements
suggests, This runs contrary to the basic concept
of the LAC. When the two sides first formally
agreed to use the term in the September 1993
agreement, they explicitly stated that references
to the LAC “do not prejudice their respective
positions on the boundary question” (Article 6).

India, on the other hand, keeps referring to

“different perceptions” of the LAC, In doing so,
India lends a degree of legitimacy to Chinese
transgressions and weakens its own position.
‘Why should India make such a reference
unﬂa'nemlly. expecia!ly when Beijing has forcefully

Tibet) narrative on
Arnnarﬂmlpmdm?mmdm. there should be
one perception of the LAC, which Is India’s

perception. The 1996 Agreement referred to
“different perceptions” of the LAC, but Article X
also required the two sides to arrive at a
“common understanding” of the “entire
alignment” of the LAC through an exchange of
maps. The *Eight-Point Consensus” of the Special

The MEA spokesperson reiterated this
formulation. India would be well advised not to
formalise the idea of “improved understanding”.
Doing so would help China achieve what it has
sought for two decades: to wriggle out of a formal
commitment to establish a “common
understanding” of the LAC through an exchange
of maps and clarification of its alignment.
Ambiguity over the LAC suits a party bent on
salami-slicing.

None of this means that every transgression
must be publicised. If transgressions follow the
pattern of earlier behaviour, it is understandable
that the government would not wish w highlight
them. However, if the pattern changes, intrusions
spill over into new areas, or, more seriously,
adverse possession or a physical presence
expands, the situation becomes far more serious.
This was the litmus test applied in the past.

Hiding intrusions weakens border security
Nothing suggests that keeping such
transgressions under wraps helps resolve them. It
is incumbent on the government to bring them
into the public domain, as it has done in the past.
When Chinese forces moved into Wangdung in
1986, the matter was made public and discussed
in Parliament. The government also
acknowledged Chinese transgressions in Eastern
Ladakh in 2020, transparency has been
inadequate since then. If India falls into a pattern
of denials, obfuscation or conflicting signals, it
will only encourage more blatant salami-slicing.
A related question is how India should
respond. Should such transgréssions be raised
pnmaruyalmeemgs of border uqmmanders, or
should they be taken up forcefully at
diplomatic level and, if necessary, at the political
level?

Experience offers a clear answer. I September
2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi raised the
Chumar on with Mr. Xi on the ﬂrstday
of his visit to India. This was a key factor in China
agreeing to restore the status quo ante. In Eastern

kh, by contrast, the status quo ante of April
2020 has yet to be restored, even after six years.
India cannot allow China to get away with its
playbook of incremental gains that, taken
together, create a qualitatively new situation to its
advantage.

If there are indeed Chinese transgressions
beyond areas of persistent intrusion, particularly
il Chinese forces are present in areas on India’s
side of the LAC or the PLA is preventing India’s
barder forces from patrolling msulurly, India
would be better served by this
publicly: Candour will strengthen New Delhi's
hand in dealing with Beijing, not weaken it.
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In Tehran, a search for the future of West Asian security

ore than eight months after the United
M States and Israel launched strikes on

Iran, West Asia remains on tenterhooks,
as the United States, Israel, and Iran continue to
flirt with a resumption of military hostilities.
Elections in Israel as well as the U.S. midterm
polls offered an interesting pause, even as war
rhetoric remained high. Amid these tensions, an
alliance of Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan,
known as the “Mecca Agreement”, arrived in
Iran’s capital in October to discuss regional
A large part of Iran’s response since the U.S.
and Israel began bombing the country in
February 2026 has been to target American
interests, including data centres, and military
installations across the Gulf states. This forms
part of Tehran's strategy of asymmetric warfare,
shaped by its view of the conflict as an existential
threat to the Islamic Republic, particularly
following the killing of Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei in an airstrike.

‘Why now
The Tehran visit was perhaps one of the most
consequential diplomatic moves initiated. From
Riyadh’s point of view, despite the official
statement issued by its Foreign Ministry
highlighting diplomatic efforts to disallow a
return to military conflict in the region, the
outreach had a singular aim: to prevent its
contlict with the Houthis from escalating.

Riyadh’s airport has been largely shut since
October 10, after Houthi-launched missile strikes.
A Saudi-led coalition responded with air strikes,
but with limited impact. The Houthis have since
gained further territorial control in the embattled
country, as Saudi Arabia looked clueless on what
to do next. Air campaigns against the Houthis
have yielded limited results since 2015.

The delegation in Tehran was not led by

o
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diplomats but by defence and intelligence leaders
from the three countries. It included Pakistan’s
Army chief, Asim Munir, a favoured military
leader of U.S. President Donald Trump, who has
also played a mediating role between Washington
DC and Tehran. The main point of interest,
however, was the Iranian delegation, led by
Mohsen Rezaei took over the country’s powerful
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) in
August, succeeding Mohammad Bagher Zolghadr,
who had replaced Larijani after his death in
March. Rezaei’s prominence in the talks also
highlights where the nucleus of Iran’s emerging
power structure lies. The Islamic Révoltitionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) has taken centre stage as the
country remains on a wartime footing, with
multiple power centres vying for influence
following the death of the Ayatollah. The IRGC’s
leading role is not surprising, given that it has
always operated directly under the Supreme
Leader’s authority.

Conflict into leverage

Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan travelling to
Iran for this exchange came as a surprise to
many, given that Tehran had struck several Arab
countries in response to American and Israeli
aggression. However, Iran would have sought
such an exchange, as it stands to benefit from it.
It has made no bones about its support for newer,
region-led securitisation taking precedence over
those operating under American auspices. The
Mecca Agreement, signed in August and tested to
its limits by October, has shown little appetite for
collaborative military action in the region, despite
comparisons with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. Following its signing, Iran
supported the initiative, with some reports even
suggesting that Islamabad might seek Tehran’s
official membership. For Iran, however, being
part of every forum and conversation about the

future of West Asian security is exactly what it
seeks. Tehran believes that the events of recent
months, and its response to them — including the
high-risk decision to target its Gulf neighbours —
have created leverage that countries such as
Saudi Arabia may now seek to address through
dialogue. [ran’s access to the Houthis, whom it
has helped strengthen, is what Riyadh hopes to
‘mobilise for de-escalation, while Pakistan and
Tiirkiye play supporting roles and consolidate
their own positions in another iteration of the
proverbial “new West Asia”.

The road ahead

Ultimately, for Iran, the crevasses created by a
conflict that has not delivered the intended
outcomes for the Trump administration present
an opportunity to consolidate its position with
the Gulf states. Many of its neighbours may
grudgingly accommodate its demands because
they have few alternatives. However, not all may
agree with or support the Mecca Agreement’s
outreach. This could lead to greater divisions over
how to engage with Iran within the construct of a
regional security architecture for the future,
particularly as Tehran is now widely seen as an
aggressor — a label the IRGC will not mind, as it
seeks to project Iran as a regional power — and
remains a geographic reality to contend with.
Iran has previously said it is willing to meet its
Gulf partners “anywhere” and on any platform to
discuss regional security. Although this remains
conjecture, the idea of hosting the talks in Tehran
may well have originated with Iran itself.

The months ahead will remain tense in West
Asia. Recalibrating a long-standing security order
is often a chaotic process. The U.S. will not exit
the region, but it may have to share space. Mr.
Trump will be fine with this. Whether a U.S.
accustomed to hegemonic dominance will accept
it remains to be seen.
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Need for a unified urbanisation plan

The Union Budget, Economic Survey and Finance Commission recognise that India is urhanising across a ruralurban continuum. Yet Census 2027 will use the 201
definitions, deepening the undercount of urban India; a National Urbanisation Policy can recognise this gap and build the institutional and fscal mechanisms to bridge it

ECONOMIC NOTES
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How the Supreme Court shaped due
process in death penalty cases

In Bachan Singh. the apex court upheld the death penalty but laid down guidelines for judicial discretion: in Manoj v. State of Madhya Pradesh. it
preseribed ‘practical guidelines, including the submission of mental health evaluations and custody conduct reports of the accused

L. Nageswara Rao

he Day Against the Death

Penalty, observed on October

10, offered a fitting moment to

look back on how the Supreme
Court's 1980 safeguards, laid down when
it upheld capital punishment, have fared
over the past four decades.

In Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab
(1980), the Constitution Bench upheld the
death penalty, but imposed specific
conditions in the shape of guidelines for
the exercise of judicial discretion.
Following the legislative scheme of
Section 354(3) of the CrPC, now Section
393(3) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, life imprisonment
was to be the norm, and death sentence
could be imposed only for “special
reasons”. Courts were to weigh the
circumstances of the crime alongside
those of the accused, and impose death
only where life imprisonment was
“unquestionably foreclosed”.

The exceptionality principle

This idea of exceptionality of the death
sentence in Bachan Singh is not
quantitative regarding an offence’s rarity
but rests on “a real and abiding concern
for the dignity of human life”. The
methodology adopted by the Court to
ensure that the promise of human dignity
is fulfilled is individualised sentencing. It
is the idea that the death penalty, while
being proportionate, must be imposed
after properly considering the individual
circumstances of the accused. This allows
courts to assess how social, structural and
psychological factors shape moral
blamewaorthiness, and whether

reformation is truly foreclosed. Andit is
for the state to prove, by evidence, that
the probability of reformation does not
exist.

Regrettably, this dignity-oriented
jurisprudence was soon made precarious.
Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab (1983), as
the Court later acknowledged in Sangeet v.
State of Haryana (2013), shifted the
inquiry towards the crime, in effect asking
whether there were reasons to impose life
o impose death, In December 1995, a
two-judge Bench went further. Ravji v.
State of Rajasthan held that the nature
and gravity of the offence, not the
circumstances of the criminal, was what
mattered in deciding punishment. Ravji
was hanged in May 1996; Surja Ram, in
April 1997, Two men were sent to the
gallows on a principle the Supreme Court
would later declare contrary to binding
law.

A decade later, in Santosh Kumar
Barivar v. State of Maharashtra (2009),
the Court held that Ravji had been
decided in ignorance of Bachan Singh,
and noted that it had been followed in at
least six other cases in which the death
sentence was awarded. Bariyar also
clarified that life imprisonment is

“unquestionably foreclosed” only when
the sentencing aim of reformation is
unachievable, In 2012, 14 retired judges
called the two executions “the gravest
known miscarriage of justice” in
independent India.

A focus on reformation

Since then, including in the 262nd Law
Commission Report in 2015, reformation
has been championed as an important

goal in death penalty cases. Yet
sentencing, particularly in trial courts,
looked much the same. A natiohwide
study of 306 death sentences imposed
between 2018 and 2020 found that 36.1%
were pronounced on the same day as
conviction, and another 18.4% on the
following day. In most cases, the defence
neither argued nor presented evidence on
mitigation.

It is against this record of crime-centric
practice that the Supreme Court has, in
recent years, turned to the fairness of the
sentencing procedure itself. In Manoj v
State of Madhya Pradesh (2022), it
prescribed ‘practical guidelines’ to
operationalise the collection of
information on the accused, requiring the
state to produce mental health
evaluations, reports on conduct in
custody, and a probation officer’s report.
In a swo motu Writ Petition, since referred
to a Constitution Bench, the court insisted
that the defence must have a real and
meaningful opportunity to present
material on sentence. And in Vasanta
Sampat Dupare v. Union of India (2025), it
held that a sentencing hearing which is
compliant to Manoj flows from Articles 14
and 21. A death sentence imposed without
one is unconstitutional and can be
reopened even after it has attained
finality.

Mare recently, in Waris v. State of
Madhya Pradesh (September 2026), the
Court upheld a conviction for the rape
and murder of a child but commuted the
death sentence, because the State had led
no evidence to exclude the possibility of
refarmation. The gravity of the crime,
however extreme, could not by itself
establish that life imprisonment was

unquestionably foreclosed.

The promise, however, remains
unfulfilled where it matters most. In 2025,
trial courts sentenced 128 people to
death. In 95.18% of the cases where
compliance could be assessed, the
procedure prescribed in Manoj was not
followed.

A troubling record
However, the greater worry lies not with
the question of sentence but elsewhere.
Over the past decade, nearly a third of th
death sentences decided by the High
Courts and the Supreme Court have
ended in acquittals. n 2025 alone, the
Supreme Court acquitted the accused in
10 of the 19 death penalty cases it
decided, repeatedly noting seriously
flawed investigations and prosecutions. In
Dupare, it acknowledged that
investigations often rest on “confessions
extracted in opacity” and forensic
material “of doubtful rigour™. A system so
prone to error cannot safely decide an
irreversible punishment on the crime
alone, Bachan Singh left us a warning:
“Judges should never be bloodthirsty.”
The anguish that brutal crimes provok
is real, and no one is insulated from it. Bu
Ravji stands as a stark reminder of what
follows when that anguish overwhelms
legal reasoning. The safeguards
developed from Bachan Singh to Dupare
are not obstacles to justice; they are the
conditions on which the constitutionality
of the death penalty rests. Fidelity to that
process is not mercy. It is what the
Constitution mandates.
(The authar is a former judge of the
Supreme Court of India. Views expressed
are personal.)
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Midterms will play a partin thereset
of US policy, athome and abroad

 d
RAJAMANDALA
BY C RaJa MoHAN

DEMOCRATS confi-

dent of regaining the

House of Representatives

and hopeful of capturing

theSenate inthemidterm

elections, speculation is growing that the
Donald Trumperaisdrawingtoaclose. Not
so fast, caution the realists. The emerging
political picture in the US ismote cumplex

Boris Yeltsin in January 1993, days before
handing over power to Bill Clinton. India’s
historic civil nuclear agreement cleared its
final American hurdles in the closing
months of George W Bush's presidency, de-
spite a Democratic-controlled Congress. In
thelast lapofhis presidency, BarackObama
pursued an opening with Cuba and con-
cluded the Tran nuclear agreement despite
chubl.lcmopposlnon inCongress.

The dJ.ffe{encehcsmblpaJman suppott.
Ithelped fthmm
and India. Its Absence ullowed'mmm to

Ahostile

donObama’sI
Congress need not preventconsequential di-
plomacy, but agreements resting largely on
presidential authority are easier for suc-
cessors to dismantle.
Trump’s ambition for a grand bargain
with RussimverUlumnemd energy coop-

— the election is one imps
long-term reorientation of US|

eration fi cein

homeand

e, It would restore someofthe
traditional balance between the executive
and legislature and internal distribution of
power within the Republican Party. Itwould
also encourage democratic forces every-
where at a time when obituaries are being
written for democracy around the world.

Fivebroad likely consequencesfromthe
midterm elections deserve attention.

First,aweaker Trumpat home could be-
come more active abroad. Losing Congress
would not deprive him of hisexecutive privi
legeover the conduct of foreign policy. Politi-
cally, presidents frustrated by legislative grid-
lock haveoften turned todiplomacy. Trump
can pursue internationalinitiatives until his
last day in office in January 2029,

George H W Bush signed the START I
nuclear arms control treaty with Russia’s

Cot d the American security estab-
lishment. His challenge is to mobilise sup-
port in both parties in favour of an accom-
modation with Moscow. On Iran, too, there
isconsiderable sentiment across the politi-
cal spectrum for an immediate end to the
currentwat. The question isabout the terms
of war termination. Congress can restrict
funding and authorisations, but overcom-
ing a presidential veto requires two-thirds
majorities in both chambers. Such a con-
sensus appears unlikely.

prosecution while in office. Neither prevents
congressional scrutiny or provides blanket
protection for private conduct and family
members, Washington could become even
more divided as Trump retains substantial
executive authority.

‘Third, argumentsabout immigration re-
veal competing currents in American
politics. Trump’s emphasis on sovereign
borders answered the powerful public
sentiment againstillegal immigration. But
the opposition to the administration’s en-
forcement methods is real and gr owmu

globalisation. Trump promises industrial re-
newal throughimport tariffs, ease of living,
and higher economic growth. Tariffs can
raise costs for consumers and businesses,
while the anticipated benefits of industrial
reshoring and economic growth take time
to materialise.

Democrats attack this contradiction but
remain divided over how much protection-
ismtoretain. Defeating Trump's candidates
would not restore the old free-tradeconsen-
sus. Both parties must reconcile household
am:dabillrywmnndumallnhs,econmuc

Similar tensions surround legal i security tition with China.

tion, especially the H-1B visas, of particular Fortherestofthe world, argumentsover
interesttoIndia, American capital wantsac-  Aimerican trade policy should not obscure
cesstoforeign talent, whileopposition tola-  the: ingstrength ofthe US economy.
bourimportshasgrownonboththeleftand — ItSmassiveGDP at nearly$33trillionand the
theright. The next two years areunlikelyto  latestquarterlygrowth rateof 34 percentwill

resolve these contradictions.

Fourth, the biggest political changes
could unfold within the two parties. Social-
ists and progressives have gained influence
within the Democratic Party, challengingits
traditional leadershipon economicand for-
eign policy questions. Capturing Congress
could intensify rather than settle these inter-
nal arguments in the party. Ofithe'Middle
East, progressives challenge the party’s tra-
ditional support for Israel.

Change isinevitable within the Republi-
can Party, too. Sections of the populist right
have cooled towards Trump. Ifhe is seen as

Democraﬁeoecnuulaf(‘mgress an electoral liability, mainstream Republi-

itions into canscouldbecome morewillingto

leged wrongdoing, Losing Congresswouldnot ~ challenze him. The approaching
Iftee andtheacsine oIt de ri\fz- Ilini)fhi: executive COPIEETOVBETE Repblican ot

family, These could hurt hisstand- LP‘ B e € dential nomination in 2028 w111

ing and consume the administra- PTIVlngC over the conduct of also reopen questions about the

tion'sattention without necessarily fore ign policy. Politically, party’sideological direction and

disabling it. residents frustrated b‘ the future of Trumpism.
TheSupreme Couirt has granted b 5 Y Fifth, the campaign’s focus on

presidentssubstantial criminalim-
mumnity for official acts. Presidents
are also protected from federal

legislative gridlock have often

turned to diplomacy

affordability and risingliving costs
brings into view Ametica’s unfin-
ished argument over economic

mean American dominance of the global
economyisheretostay, Continuing techno-
logical leadership, deep capital markets and
capacity for innovation continue to provide
the US strategic advantages over its potential
peers. Political rurbulence in Washington
doesnotautomatically translate into widely
presumed, or hoped for, American decline,

The dramatic changes in US policies in

plist

ions about th ryanda
tendency to confuse the President with
America as a whole, India’s stakes in the US
relationship are likely to grow even amidst
itsinternal turbulence, Foramore informed
debate and effective po]icymakingwwmds
Washington, Delhi and its political classneed
deeper engagement with the diverse and
competing political, economic and social
forces shaping the US.

The writer is a contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express.
Heis professor and director at the Motwani
Jadeja institute of American Studies,

Jindal Global University, Dethi
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An alliance for multilateralism
by other means

=
P { A
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P4M matters at
atime when
multilateralism
isunder severe
pressure. The
US, aprincipal
founder and
long-time
guarantor of
the system, is
now rejecting it
through word
and deed

MID ALL the drama that surrounds the high-level

week of the UN General Assembly in New York, itis

all too easy to miss some of the quiet and construc-

tive work that happens on the sidelines, The

artners for Multilateralism (P4M), which was

launched at the 81stUNGA Weekin New Yorkin September, could
turn out to be one such initiative.

Co-sponsored by Australia, Brazil, Barbados, Canada, the EL],
India, and Kenya, and further signed by 18 other countries, the
P4M commitstostrengthening multilateral cooperation, and the
institutions and rile oflaw thatunderpinit. This mattersatatime
when multilateralism is undersevere pressure. The US, a princi-
pal founder and long-time guarantor of the system, is now reject-
ingitthroughword and deed; other major playersarealso flouting
rulesand norms with frequency and impunity. Anydeclarations
of support are only to be welcomed, and doubly so when they
come from a group that includes large and small countries from
both the Global Southandthe GlabalNonh.l\'mm some of

Dt,vduplng countries have spent decades &Lklng to make
mulrilateral institutions “fair, equitable, inclusive”, only to be
given patronising lectures on why the system worked. and that
theyjust needed to get their house in order. Today, there is more
of a receptive ear for the reform agenda in parts of the Global
North. Thisissofora variety of reasons, including turmoil in West-
ern democracies and obvious weaknesses in the Transatlantic
partnership, butalso the growing clout of the Global South. PAM
recognises and reflects the changing balance of power.

Thatsaid, if the group does not want to join the list of well-in-
tended but failed initiatives, it would be well-served to focus on
the following, First, PAM needsto get cracking on aconcrete plan
ofaction, the costsof its implementation, and the distribution of
these costs. Second, it needs to establish clarity on the principles
that will underpin its vision of an updated and reformed multi-
lateralism. This will require deliberation on how it distinguishes
itself from similarendeavours like China’s four Global Initiatives.
Third, a problem with (otherwise) promising exercises torevamp
themultilateral system isthat they fail to engage with the affected
populations. Atatimewhen global discontent isrife, it would be
foolhardy toignore the importance of public engagement.

Finally, it remains to be seen if the PAM declaration will be
ableto provide the out-of-the-box thinking needed today to pro-
tectnotjust people, butalso the planet. The diversity of its mem-
bership provides it with a potential treasure trove of alternative
ideason deep ecology and interspeciescoexistence. Diving deep
intotheseideaswith global thinkers, the PAM practitioners could
develop an updated framework for multilateralism, which may
havea chance to reduce the existential risks that affect us all.

The writer is distinguished fellow at ORF and honorary
fellow of Darwin College, University of Cambridge
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« GLOBAL

Signals from Xi Jinping’s
anti-graft milicary purge

RISHIKA SINGH

i zmilitaryones.

he meeting, known as the Fifth Ple-

nuim, saw & record number of Party

members expelled, 1t alsosow the elevation

of General Zhang Shengmin intothe Polit-
buro, whichincludes op pany leaders.

Near!‘, a[l ofthe CMC* s
Lm;iuu(lenhlph.zve come under corruplion
investigations in recent years.
And it's not just the CMC. Suyash Desai,
a Non-Resident Fellow at the Foreign Pol-
icy Research Instinute in Philadelphia and
ananalyst of the Chinese milizary, told The
Tndian Express that within the PLA, "over
55% of its top leadership (three-star and
above) has been purged” to date. The fact
that the purge has affected "every section
of the PLA" makes it unigue in terms of its
scale, scope, and nature, he added,

rvingalifeterm.

Initially, some analysts in the West saw
the campaign as a means for Xi to remove
rivals and consolidate power, but aver the
years, noteven hislovalistsand appointees
havebeenspared. Thecampaign hastaken
thesk Psudden removal probes.
Defence has increasingly come under

« GROWING GAPS INCHINA'S KEY DEFENCEINSTITUTIONS
XIJINPING, PRESIDENT

[ : -
CENTRALMILITARY THEATRI
COMMISSION COMMANDS

Five commands for region-
based military operations
{Narthern, Southern, Eastarn,
Westernand Central )

TOP 2LEADERSn
almost every com-
mand —commandear

Top military
decision-making body
Sof7 seatsvacant sinca lan.
i and Zhang Shengmin are
itsonly members.

&

PLAROCKET

FORCE
Responsible for nuclearand
ballistic missiles

[recs]

eeaar

4 FORMER commanders afficially
puiged since 2023

and palitical commissar — poten-
tially purged since 2022,

38 OFFICERS atthe
level of theate com-
manid leader have

&

I.een dusmksspd o dlsappearen

DNE THIR Slze
whichthe pool of
officers whocan be

promoted to theatre command
positions has been cut.

&

DEPUTY COMMANDERS,
political commiissars and other
officials have been purged or are
being purged.

ONLY 2 APPOINTMENTS offi-
cially announced since 2023 —
commander Wang Houbin and
comimissar Xu Xisheng. Some 1em-
porary appointments and efev-
atlons have also bean made.

Sweeping removals, also encompassing
command theatres responsible for

Taiwan and India, raise questions about
the health of China’s defence apparatus

ouster was suspected 1o be linked to per-
sonal reasens, but itagain raised questions
about Xi's picks,

With his rise, Xi ar times elevared offi
clalswith links o two major factions in Chi
nese politics — the so-called Shaanxi and
Fujian “gan These are the names of the
wo proumcus where ‘(l lnr. servod

drivers for the purges.
Yet another probable theory for the
sudden revival In purges in the last few
question of T

L
the goal of turning the PLA into a “world-
class” military by 2027

However,

SOURCE: CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDES, CPEN SOURCE BEPCRTING

focus. Key posts ane now vacant (see cluaet)

in top bodies, while cthers have witnessed

achurn. Five ofthesever CME pasitionsre:
Landw "

id that across the five theatre
comimands, almeost all commanders and
commissars (who handle major political re-
sponsibilities) have been purged on
multiple occasions over the past riucc

Respomjbl'e

clcarmlsslleﬂ ll'll'_‘ fnm. &'m senior leaders
removed in 2023
Saxena te

spread
Initially, some
analystsin the
West saw the
campaizn as i
means for Xito
remove rivals
and consolidate
power.
®
Oflate, however,
not even his
layalists have
been spared. The
campaign has
taken the shape
of sudden
removals.

‘bin; who was parachuted from the Navy,
! ‘himselfl

Why the removals matter

Desalsald, “Therearedirect implications
ortheqe purges for military operatmm and

lodbylhcl’LARj rocica:thc ground fonhe
invading Chinese forces, However, these
pirges have set operational

Years,”

Saxenaadded that when seen in refa-
tion to the PLAS equipment development
ecosystem and the removals at major de
fence State-Owned Enterprises, it is clear
that layers of dishonesty run deep, “The
command architecture fora joint operation
has been altogether disrupted at the top.
That is corrosive 1o the trust, continuity
and rehearsed coordination onwhich joint-
ness actually depends,” she said.

The mest likely explanation, he said,
was cormiption. While Xi ordered several
rounds of restructuring upon assuming
power, the PLA's power base remained in-
tact. “And over the past two tenures before
Xi, the PLA gained significant conumnercial
autonomy, making it one of the maost cor
rupt armed forces in theworld,” Desal said.

Tt could point to a leader who, despite
commanding the top of the leadership as
few Chinese leaders have, remains con
cerned about inefficiencies and how they
could affect his— and the party's —stand-
ing ina real-world battle.

mn that 1=.mLIng C.I1'1|r' nfr]w- MC-leval
purge does clusteraround a Talwan i
network,” referring to the Fujian faction.
The region is the closest to Taiwan from
mainland China.

But, she cautioned, one should avoid a
“siloed reading™ "It can be both a cleanup
before contemplated action and a symp-
tom of rotin the Talwan mission... And
much of the wider churn doesn’t map
neatly onto just Tatwan.”
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Flagship fest ahead, why Nagaland wants permit regime scrapped

Shinjini Ghosh
New Delhi, Noveinber3

THE NAGALAND government has urged
the Centre to completely withdraw the Pro-
tected Area Permit (PAP) scheme from the
state ahead of the state’s flagship Hornbill
Festival. The festival sees a footfall of over
one lakh visitors, including tourists from
varjous countries. This year, it will be held
in Kohima between December1and 10.
Thestateclaims that the regime and ac-
cempanying restrictions hinder invest-
mentopportunities, economic growth, and
tourist flow to the annual cultural event.

‘Whatis the Protected Area Permit
(PAP) regime?

Issued by the Government of India, the
I:AP authorises foreigners to vi.sn states

1ational b narea:

designated centrally as protected or re-
stricted. The PAP regime was initially im-
posed under the Foreigners (Protected
‘Areas) Order, 1958 and spans most north-

eastern states, including Nagaland.

In a bid to boost tourism, PAP was re-
laxed for Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland
in2011. However, it was reimposed in De-
cember 2024, citing security reasons. Since
then, the Nagaland government has in-
sisted it be completely withdrawn.

‘How does PAP differ from ILP, or
Inner Line Permit?

Verysimply speaking, PAP is meant for
foreigners while ILP is meant for Indian
citizens. The concept of ILP was introduced
during the British era, It separated tribal-
populated hill areas in the Northeast from
the plains in order to preserve indigenous
cultures. To enter and stay in these areas,
Indian citizens from other areas need an
ILP. Ar hal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizo-
ram and Manipur come underit.

Whatissues does the Nagaland
government have with PAP?

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio
had written tothe Union Home Ministryin

Protected
AreaPermit

® The PAP authorises
foreigners to visit
states along India’s
international borders
inareas designated
centrally as pro-
tected orrestricted.
@ [tspans most
northeastern states,
including Nagaland.

Septemberseekingawithdrawal of the PAP.

“Atatimewhen states are beingencour-
aged to compete for investments, build in-
ternational partnerships, promote tourism
and contribute to India's global outreach,
such restrictions place Nagaland at a dis-
tinctdisadvantage. A regulation conceived
in a very different historical and security
environment should not become an im-
pedimenttothe developmental aspirations
ofapeaceful state,” the letter read.

Riosaid that the continued application
of the PAP regime was creating “avoidable
frustration and a sense of alienation”.

¥ Patton, Deputy Chief Minister of Na-
galand and the state’s Home and Border Af-
fairs Minister, told The Indian Express that

have any concreteinformation. Nagaland is
averysmalland peaceful state,” said Patton.

Former Nagaland Director-General of
Police Besesayo Kezo cited bureaucracyand
aconvoluted application process as ob-
stacles for international tourists that have
resulted in a drastic fall in visitors.

“On one hand we are encouraging tour-
ism in Nagaland, and on the other, when
people from outside try to visit they are
required to get the PAP mandatorily,” Kezo
told The Indian Express. "International
tourists havealimited number of days, and
they should not get locked upin the bureau-
cratic process.”

Ahead of the Hornbill Festival in 2025,
theCentrerelaxed PAP restrictions follow-

the nmenti

ing from the Nagaland govern-

withdrawal of PAPto facilitate tourism, es-
peeially duringthe Hornbill Festival, which
attracts tourists from across the globe.
“We have already discussed the issue
with Home Minister AmitShah, and hehas
assured usthat he willstudy the matterand
get back tous. However, till date we do not

ment. But Rio had written in September
that the limited relaxation had little prac-
tical benefit. “Foreign visitors plan their
journeys... weeks and months in advance.
A relaxation announced only around the
Festival cannot provide certainty required
forinternational travel planning,” he wrote.
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Rooftop solar and grid mstablhty Lessons for India from Sri Lanka blackout

C!m!.'e::ges}or Ind.ra
T

Pratyush Deep
New Delli, November 3

As authorities scrambled, the coun Iys
power gridoperator lsued an unuseal direc-
tives it asked moftopsolaroperatorstoswitch
offtheirsystems unti further notice,
Thedirective highlighted the challenges
nfuﬂngnmnhl'\r;.;. \vwlumﬁurux\ﬂmsnl i

Non- Sources in-

intothe LI biack:

outlastyear, |<-<>Iru|\m.m wis iddentified as
a tactor. TH Tanest incliént has renéwed

clisde renewable energy sources such ag
reaftop sofar and wind power, whose pen

time. This initial disturbance may then
hive triggendd the disconnection of non-
dispatchable peneration sources, causing
afurther loss of supply and accelerating
the decline in frequen

Rooftop solar systems are connected o
thegrid thoughinverters, which convert the

Iau.L numb«m. mc!tup solar inverters o
li from the grid,

ammatlngcumnt umd by uw power 9,3-

Thesudden logs of roattop solar gener-

Tern, I"

i . i
o Timits. 11

a of toottop solar sy ok

et power 187 MW oS MW

’ growing;

4 P

cann ped up grid oper-

within 4501 mltlm:onds_ J'hu. was followed
by

“The issue is relevant for lndn too, as it

The 'eport smr.:.'.cst\ that 4. \“Ijlli'l‘ losa

Tawe

rapkdly exprands

T can roof

Sri Lanka's blackour

events
ide hiackout.

coal-based power plant eapidly reduced its

P: e repart wd!Imvk&!mdn\puughl
have been cased By the rejection of non
chlspatehable generation sources such as
roaftop solar connected 1o the grid at the

conuvect lting}
peneration can destabitise the grid.

.llllmflm.n.runs ostay LOT‘HE\.LEU\“RU'[L
voltie and frequency disturt
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