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Bar Council has no power to punish students: SC

Court says the BCI, its head lack jurisdiction over I
students; only universities can discipline them

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday de
clared that the Bar

Council of India (BCI) and
its Chairperson, Manan Ku-
mar Mishra, lack jurisdic-
tion to discipline or penal-

dents and to the State Bar
Councils to block their pro-
fessional enrolment.

3 had prot
ested against having Chief
]ustin:g‘irya Kant as chief
guest at their convocation
following his oral com-
ments in court comparing
youth to “cockroaches”

ise law g
the regulatory body's at-
rempis to intimidate NAL-
SAR students exercising
their constitutional right to
protest.

The court insisted on
clarifying the limits of the
BCI's powers though the
laner had revoked its Au-
pust 13 letters to NALSAR
administration o launch
an inquiry against the stu

and "parasites”,

Right to dissent

A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant said the order,
drawing the houndary for
the Bar Council, was de-
signed to safeguard univer-
sity space and students'
right to freely express dis-
sent  against future  at-
temps to breach,

O an in-depth consideration
of the issue, weare of the
opinion that the Advocates Act,
1961 does not confer, expressly
or impliedly, any power on

the Rar Council of India

and State Bar Councils to

take any disciplinary or
punitive action against
law students

SUPREME COURT

“The BCI has no juris-
diction or statutory com-
petence as regards stu-
dents. That is for their
universities,” Chiefl Justice
Kant observed,

"On an‘in-depth consid-
eration of the issue, we are

of the opinion that the Ad-
vocates Act, 1961, does not
confer, expressly or impli-

the top court recorded in
the order.

Mr. Mishra, who was
present, said that the BCI
had a role in regulating le-
gal education.

But the court said the
BCLeould step in only after
enrolment.

Its disciplinary powers
undler the Advocates Act,
1961, were, obviously, li-
mited o registered
advocates. )

“Till then, BCI did not
come Into the pleture... To
say a student will not be

edly, any power on the Bar
Council of India and State
Bar Councils to take any

i or punitive ac-
tion against law students,”

lled.." Justice Jovma-

Iya Bagehi said, leaving the
sentence unfinished.

The apex court was

hearing a petition filed by

two former NALSAR grad-

uates, represented by se-
nior advocate K. Para-

Rupali Samuel, seeking le
gal action against the BCI
and the chairperson for

threatening the 2026 batch
of NALSAR students,

Freedom of speech

The petition said that the
Bar Council’s letters had
created a chilling effect on
the freedom of speech and
the freedom of association
Among students.

Mr. Mishra said that let
ters issued to NALSAR and
State Bar Councils were
withdrawn “within one
hour”,

He said there was no
reason for further cause of

SC rebukes BCI's attempt to intimidate NALSAR The BCI's disciplinary powers under Advocates

students who opposed CJI as chief guest at event Act, 1961, are limited to advocates, court adds

action, and the controver
sy should be given
quietus.

However, the cour
agreed with Mr. Paramesh
war that the court shoul
pratect students in the fu
Ture against any such viola
tion of their rights by
dies  acting  withow
jurisdiction.

Such a situation shoul
never arise, the senio
counsel sald.

It clarified that only the
parent university or th
competent authority un
der the law has any disci-
plinary  power  ove
students.

The Bench said the Au
gust 13 letters of the BC
were “obsalete™.
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India and Belgium ramp up
bilateral defence cooperation

After meeting his Belgian counterpart, Prime Minister calls for ending conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia through dialogue;

three government-level defence agreements signed; two sides also announce the establishment of a fast trade mechanism

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Thursday called for

dialogue and diplomacy to
end the ongoing conflicts
in Ukraine and West Asia.
Mr. Modi made the re-
marks while welcoming
Belgian Prime Minister
Bart De Wever here, where
the two sides ramped up
bilateral defence coopera-

tion by signing three go-

vernment-level  defence
agreements.
Belgian sources in-

formed that at least 10 priv-
ate defence agreements
will be sealed during the vi-
sit that will include produc-
tion of Belgian military
items such as rockets in
India.

“Whether it is Ukraine
or West Asia, we support
all efforts aimed at an early
end to conflicts and the
restoration of peace. And

Boosting ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Prime Minister of
Belgium Bart De Wever in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

eliminating terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions is our shared commit-
ment,” Mr, Modi said in his
remarks after he and Mr.
De Wever discussed global
and regional issues.

Paid tributes

The two leaders also paid
tributes to the more than
9,000 Indian soldiers who
perished in the Flanders

Fields during the First
World War. A Joint State-
ment issued at the end of
the discussions announced
that the two leaders called
for “safety and security of
maritime routes and main-
taining safe and unimped-
ed maritime shipping” in
the context of the conflicts
in West Asia and Ukraine.
The Belgian dignitary
expressed support to In-

dia’s campaign against
cross-border terrorism and
condemned the Pahalgam
terror attack.

In his remarks at an
event organised by the CII
(Confederation of Indian
Industry), the Belgian lead-
er described the current
global situation as “turbu-
lent” and called for free
trade and end to unilateral
imposition of tariffs.

The two governments
signed a Letter of Intent of
Defence Cooperation, an
MoU between Belgian Se-
curity and Defence Indus-
try and Society of Indian
Defence Manufacturers,
and an MoU between the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and Belgium Feder-
al Police on cooperation in
combating transnational
organised crime, cyber-
crime and related matters.

“Our security does not
stop at our borders. That is
why we need to work more
closely with strong partn-

ers such as India — militari-
ly, technologically and in-
dustrially,” said Belgian
Defence Minister Theo
Francken.

On this occasion, India
announced that a Defence
Attache will be appointed
at the Indian Embassy in
Brussels. The visit included
defence partnerships bet-
ween Belgian and Indian
defence majors. “Today,
India and Europe are
speaking the language of
trade with renewed convic-
tion, a language of peace,
of progress and of prosper-
ity,” said Mr. De Wever.

The two sides an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a fast trade me-
chanism that will deal with
trade and investment and
announced that bilateral
trade will be doubled in
the next five years. They al-
so announced the esta-
blishment of Consular Dia-
logue between New Delhi
and Brussels.
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Why accessible rehabilitation
is the need of the hour in India

Wi

h the country’s growing burden of non-communicable diseases. including heart discase and stroke, the need for phvsiotherapy is increasing

it is high time we treated physiotherapy as an important component of lifesaving care, not as an optional service tacked on after the treatment

WORLD PHYSIOTHERAPY DAY
SEPTEMBER 8

Shalkeeb Ahmed Khan

Christinnez Ratna Kiruba

hen Sidhartha Bandha's

Eilt-year-old father

suffered a strake, the

hospital did what it was
supposed Lo do: it saved his life. Bul when
he came hack home, amother struggle
began.

15 father could no longer do things on
his own. The doclors Lold the [umily thal
rehabilitation and physiotherapy were
imporlant for his recovery. Bul the
plvsiotherapy service available to them
wits [ar away. For a lamily dependent on
daily carnings, aavelling repeatedly for
Lrealmenl meant spending money oo
transport, losing working davs and
managing the difficulty of moving a
persom who could barely moe
independently.

The family cventually had o give up on
regular rehahilitation. Over tdme,
Sidhartha's lather developed
comtractures, a conditdon in
muscles and joinls become sl and
shortened when a person remains
immobile lor o long period. Silling,
standing, changing position and doing
e5 can become asiruggle,

remembors a different Life of
his [ather, 4 lile where he worked in Lhe
ficlds and helped with houschold chores.
His [ather is alive now, his lile saved. But
what kind of a life was it?

Where should healthcare cod?

If a person survives a stroke hut cannot
regain the abiliey to meve, work,
participate in family life or live with some
ndependence beeause rehabilitation was
out of reach, is ir fair to say that the job of
helihcare was completed?

‘There is no doubt that acute medical
care saves lives, Bul saving a lile is only
the first part of recovery: Relabilitation
helps i person live Lhe life thal has been
saved in the way they want to,

Tn Tndlia, while a oL ol attention his
been rightfully given to mproving
emergency and critical care, fr less hus
been given i what happens o paticnts
after they leave a hospital. Physiotherapy
and rehabilitation arc crucial coanpolients
of recovering afrer a number of
conditions, Dicluding damage 1o the
nevous system, heart disease and
orthopaedic juries. The question before
the country today, however, 1s: how many
people can physiolherupists aclually
reach?

Global urganisation World
Fhysiotherapy’s profile of the Indian
Association of Physiotherapists eslimates
52,000 practising physiotherapists in
Tnelia, equivalent Lo only B,
whereas, [or instunce, several counlries in
Turope have cver 10 per 10,000 people.

The number wells only parl ol the slory.
The more Inportant question ks where
these physiotherapists are and how many
people cach one can realistically reach.
Are they available close to the homes of
people Iving in rural arcas? Can a person
from a low-income family Teceive regular
treatment (hat can last [rom s W
months without spending a large part of

Growing nead:
hiear disease and o ﬂ:hepaeﬂl
Lhe fumily's income on leavel and
treatment?

The problem, Lherefore, is Lyo-Told:
there are 1ot enough physiotherapists,
and those thal are available are nolable
able to reach the people who need them,

And the need is enormous.

Flyysiotherapy is ot Timited to treating
Back puiri or helping an injured athlete. TU
can male a meaningful difference o
peaple Tecovering from strole, Tisart
discase, injury, surgery and many other
ennditions. It can help a person stand
again, wallc again, use an atfected limb,
improve balance, hecome physically
active and return to evervday I

Growing burden

with India’s growing hurden of
nun-communiceble diseases, including
heart disease and stroke, the need for
physiotheapy is increasing. Someone
with heart discase may need help
becoming physically active safely.

alder persan may necd help mai.nrajnnlg
strength and balunce,

& porson recovering from an injury of
surgery may need rehabililution o return
towork, For all of them, physiotherapsy
can he the bridge berween heing
medically stable and boeoming an active,
funerioning member of the family and
comunmity, But that bridge is often

w‘bec:ﬁimwlﬁm
ranging from policy change to

Ltherapy is not limited Lo
in or_helpin,
injured athlete. Tt can make a
meaningtul difference to people
recovering from sorole, heart
discase, injury, surgery and many
vther conditions

sinple steps hospitals can take.

Amoedel that has worked is
community-hased learming. This madel
gives phvsiotherapy snudenes
oppotunites to work i rural and
underserved commmunitics and
understand the bariers peaple face in
weressing rehubilitation.

Students are encouraged to see these
communilies nol just as places lor
academic postings, but as places where
physiolherapists can build meaningful
carcers and talke rehabilitation closer to
people’s homes, Tl deserves wider
aftention acrass phvsmrlmrap\' education
and healtheare pol

Anather measure is ro twach familics
how o salely continue simple
rehabilitacion at home, & physiotherapist
daes not have to be physically present for
every exereisc, Familics can be shown
hiow to help with safe movement,

« criicial campanents of recawering sfter s number of conditions. including damase to the nervous systsm,

Technology can help oo,
Fele-rehahilitation cannot replace
hands-on reslment when o person needs
physical examination or direct treatment.
Bul it can allow a physiolherapist 1o
follow up, domonstiate exercises, answer
guestions and keep in wuch with palients
who find regular travel difficult.

Inelia also needs o think aboul where
phwsiotherapises work. If most
apportunities are concentrated in large
cities and private clinics, many people
who need rehahilitation will continue ro
be left behind, Studenes should have
meaningful oppormunities o work in
villages, simaller towns, primary
healtheare cenmes and underserved
communilies — nol as an allerthoughl,
bt as an impotant pat of the
profession,

Itis high time we treated
physiolherapy as an importint
component of lifesaving care, 1ot a5 an
optivnal service lacked on aller the
meatment, Mo one should be left unable
o muve simply becatse rehubililation
was 100 FAL AWay oF T0 eXpensive.

D, Shakeel Alvmed Khan is a
physiotherapist & disahbiliy and
developrient professional
Khaz.shakeehahmed iLoon; Dy

positioning, walkmg and C\cryday
activities, while the physiotherapist
checks progress and changes Lhe
programime when needed.

Cfrusnm'm Ratne Kirvba is an internal
physician and a freclance health

Joumm‘h! based i Grrnerhali, Assem.

christinnezdrnnis@gnail com)
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The gap

According (o the National Accounts St

in manufacturing sector GVA

istics, [he manufacturing sector’s CVA is 2386 lakh crore in 2023-24 at current pricess however, an Mlernalive Fstimale’ u

ing data

from the Annual Survey of Industries and Annual Survey of Unincorporaled Sector Enterprises gives a lower (igure. prompting a closer look al the official estimate

LODNOMIC NOTES

Jatinder . Bedi

R. Nagaraj

arly this veur, the Natisnal

Staristical Office (N50) relensed

Lhe new series of Lhe National

Accounts Statistics (NAS). It
shows Lhat the manulaeluring seclor's
gross value added (GVA) is T38.6 lakh
crore (T38.6 Lrillivn), constituting 4.7 per
cent of GDP (gross domestic product) for
the year 2t t current prices. 1ow
reliable is the official estimate? This article
fvestigates.

The manufactiring sector hag two
parts: One comprises all registered
Tactories employing 10+/20+ workers
veith/without power, including regisrered
companies (delined as the
organised formal sector). The ather
comprises unincorporateds informalf
‘Thousehald units consisting of small
Tacloresfworkshops falling oulside the
corporate factory seetar, The Annual
Survey ol Industries (ASD reporis the
production accounts of the factery sector,
while the Annual Survey of
Unineerporated Sector Enterprises
{ASLSE) eovers the informal sector. The
combined ourput (GViA ) of the factory and
umincarporated secrors almast
completely represents wral
‘manufacturing output.

T'he discrepancy in estimates

For 2023-24, Lhe sum of the GVA ol units
covered hy the AS] and A fort]
lukh crore (the Allernative Estimate or,
AE). e official figure, as per the NAS, is
T38.6 lakh crore. IUis higher Lhan the AE
Dby a whopping 40.8 per cent. Let's call
this the GAP. Whaut could account for iL?

While mimor variarions between the
Lwo eslimales is understandable due 1o
‘methadalogical o definitional issues,
such a substantial GAY berween the (wo
estintates using official data sourees surcly
Taises many questions.

What ate the data sourees used for
estimaring the official C Forthe
unincorporated sector, it is ASUSE  the
same as what we have used to estimare
he AE, Hence, it cunnol account [or the
AP noted above. Moreover, the
unincorporated sector’s share inotal
manufacriving GVA is a mere 139 per
cenl.

Henee, the reasan for the GAP st lic
int the estimution of organ
manufacnwing ourpur. The NAS uses
company balunce-sheel data sourced
from the Ministry of Gorporate Affairs’
database (MCA21), compiled using the
annual starutory filings by registered
companies. This pracrice of using the
MCA data began with the previous NAS
Tevision (hase year 201112), partally
replacing the ASL The procedure has
continued in the latest revision, with
minor muddilicutions,

A standard way to validate rha is

The manufacturing sector includ

iised sector comprising register

factaries P

RIPRMSTHTATIVT IM4T

Conflicting figures

An alternative estimate of manufacturing sector GUA using time-testad official datazsts

puts the figure below the officizl estimate

Figure 1:

= Rer cent = 7 Lakh crore

for 2023-24
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The defiitions of cuplovment in the
tliree surveys are nof the same, and their
ity collection methods diller. However,
far avalidation exercise. the P

o dati e the
sector’s potential output by applying
appropriale “lechnical ratios” dravn
from the 451 and ASUSE datasets. |

i

1 \o\ae'\er s per the ASLand ASLS
darasets, only 532.9 lakh werkers were
emploged o produce the official VA
Thus, quite possibly, the contribution of
the remaining 164.6 lakh “residua
workers” G87.5 mi
account for the GAP in the GVA rEpnrYPd
abuve,

eslimal idle u uselul relerence
St e e e
methods,

Some of this GAD is contributed by the
residual 2,72,534 MCA companies, not
covered i the 78,618 *private companics™
caplured in the AST dalie, A majoriLy of the
residual companics are likely to be to
monfactery private companies. The left
aver residual workers are likely to belong
to the unincorporated sector nof covered
in ASUSE survey because of their small
s,

‘Then, applying the “technical raties” of
the appropriate segments of
manulacluring us derived (rom unit-

ASIand ASUSE data, the potential GVa of
the residual worlers is estimated to be
T3.6 lakh crore.

‘Then adding the parential GYA to the
AE 0l 2274 lukh crore reporied eurlier,
the likely/potential overall man facturing

VA could be 2300 Lukh crore.

This figure, howewer, still falls short of
il GVA estimute (ol Z38.6 lukh

v 24.5 per cont. In other werds,
GVA ol all workers employed
in the manufacturing scetor in companies

Factories and companies, and the unincorporated sector comprising small

How ean this (AP be reconciled with
Lhe besl allernative eslimale oblained
using widely used data sources? The NSO
documents suy that, being an
cstablishment-based survey, tie AsI
reportedly [ls (0 capture value addition
taldng place within an enterprise, but
outside of the factory premises (such as
hiead office, marketing and distibution,
or kil activities). Is this really true?
Probably not, Available cvidence dacs not
seam to support the official view
(Dholakia, Nagaraj and Pandya, Econonic
and Political Weekly, 201K).

Allernatively, il the AST-bused GVA
estimate did not underestimate
production, how could such a lrge GAP
arise. Is it because of the NSO
methudology of scaling up of sumple
estimates of active companics for the
universe ol companies whose size and
composition are hazy and unwverified?

The statistical issue

5 per the latest NAS, Fir 202324,
Imanufacnuring CVA 1s 28,6 lald crore at
curvent prices. An altemative estimare,
Lsing time-tosted official ASEand ASUST
data sets, finds the official figure to be
].m;hm than the alternative estimate by
per cent.

ven aller accounting for the
contribution of residual companies and
workers, he unexplained GAP remains at
24.5 per eent. Whether the official
eslimite representy a “fuller descriplion
of ground reality™ thraugh the se of
corpurate dals, or smouats o un
OVCICSTINIATON Of SUINLE, FEMAINS &
malter of contention. The statislical issue
can only be resolved if the MCA data and

und unincory il
wotlld at est acootnt for 80,3 per eent of
the official estimate. It still leaves 7.6 lakh
crore {or 19.7%) worth of NAS

d- for o

NSO methadol ave made public for
independent verification,

(fatinder 5. fiedi is a Professor of
Economics af the Institue for Developitent

g (v

“unexplained” (Figure 1. This is the real
uzzle of the new G figures for the
munuficturing sector.

, Chandigarh. .

Nagaraj was former [» with the indire

Candhi Institute of Development Rescasch
(IGIDR), Munmbai)

TIIE GIST

-

The Natianal Accounts
Statistics data shows that the
manufacturing sector's G s
35,6 lakh crore for 202324,
constituting 14.7 per cant of
GOP. Howaver, as per an
Ateraative Exfimate, the suim
ohthe GYA of units covared by
the AS| and ASUSE i 3274 lakh
crare, 3408 per cent difference,

-

& potential GUA of residual
workers!, nal captured iy S|
and ASUSE data, s cstmated
tobe 136 lakh crore. Adding
this to the AE of 227.4 lakh
crave, the gotential overal
manufacturing Gia could be
2310 sk crare

-

Vithether the offical estimate
represents a ‘fuller deseription
of ground reality’ thraugh use
of carporate dats, or amounts
to an overestimation of outpLt,
is 2 matter af contention. The
statistical issue ean only be
resatved i the NSO's
imethociologics are made:
public
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® SCIENCE

AnjaliMarar
Bengalury, September 3

NASA ON Sunday {(August 30) launched a
powerful, next-generation space telescope
that cansearch forclues forsome of the uni-
verse's deepest mysteries, inchuding mys-
terious phenomena such as dark matter
and dark energy. The telescope, Iaunched
on aSpaceX rocket, is named after the late
Nancy Grace Roman — known as the
“motherof Hubble® owingtoher role inthe
creation of the Hubble Space Telescope,
which has been operating since 1990,

‘What will the telescope do?

* Sofur, moreths

been identified. Theanan Space Tele-
smpe mvheahlaro ndemiﬁ'mnymm
ually

hfore Fcou

help us answer that tantalising guestion:
Arewe alone in the universe?
DARKMATTER AND DARK ENERGY: Scien-
tists estimate that ordinary matter makes
up cnlyabnm: Esi‘]}:‘lnfmunwm . The rest

enacalled dark matterand ﬂarkenerg;c
Scientists believe that dark matter, which
makesupabout 27%of theuniverse, isanin-
visible ghue that holds galaxies together. On
the other hand, dark energy. esunmedw
ke up around 68% vl is be-
lieved tohe a repulsive force that has ex-
pedited the universe's expansion since the
Big Bang. This telescope will conduct the
most detailed dark matter studies ever, po-
tentially helping map how it is strictured
and distributed throughout the cosmes, es-

Whowas
Nancy Grace
Roman?

® Barnin 1975,
Roman was NASA's
first chief astron-
omer and made key
contributions to
space-besed tele-
scopesatatime
when ground-hasad
oneswere prefered.
She diedin 2018,

® Roman was deeply
invalved in NASA's
Great Observatories
Hubble

“ el ullul.
Besules (hls. this telescope will help
I how gravity subtlybends the path
oflight across vast distances (a phenom-
enon known as gravitational lensing).
The Roman telescope will, therefore,
provide a three-dimensional map of the
distributionof galaxies and galaxy clusters
across the universe.

How dous it work?

The Roman Space Telescope, weighing
about 8,000 kgs and about thesize of atour
bus, will operate from the Lagrange Point

Space Telescope,
Chandra X-ray
Observatory. Comp-
ton Gamma Ray
Obsarvatary, Spitzer
Space Telescape, All
these took astran-
amy tonew halghts

How Roman telescope can help decode universe’s mysteries

ASpaceX rocket carries the Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope. vasax

2 —avantage point between Earth and Sun
located 1.2 million km from Earth.

At this point, the gravity from the Sun
and Earth works together with an object’s
motion around the Sun. This can help the
Roman telescop insteady. 1

than the apparent size of a full Moon. The
telescope can also process images 1,000
times faster than the Hubble telescope.
CORONAGRAPH: Justlike hwnausm
notlookdi
onind r*lﬂu'i’thll'lehslpofgomleifpm-

Point 2 also offers stable optical pur{orm-
ance and an unobstructed view of the uni-
verse for imaging. The James Webb Tele-
scope operates from this zone.

It has two major instruments on board:

WIDE FIELD INSTRUMENT: This is a 300-
megapixel infrared camera that can cap-
ture apatchofthe skyabout L5 times bigger

ve shields, astronomers use corotia:

surroundings, The Roman Telescope will
deploy one of the most advanced corona-
graphs that will block the glare from stars
and helpscientists to see the faint reflected
light from planets around them.




