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1. GS lll (Science & Tech) & GS Il (International Relations)
2. Topics: Space Technology; Space Debris/Pollution; International
Treaties.
3. Concepts: Space debris management, lunar impact research, Outer
Space Treaty.

1. SpaceX rocket stage hurtles toward moon(THE HINDU PAGE NO 7)

SpaceX rocket stage hurtles toward
moon, astronomers hot on its trail

Shreejava Ka

dronemers are closely
A muonkioring a SpaceX rocket

stage that ks on the way 1o

=riking the moon. This Falcon

9 rocket had launched two saelliees
rowards the moon in January 2025 Then
SpaceX. abandonad the rocket's spent
upper stage in an unstable orbit as it
lacked enough fuel to return to the carth
or bead into deep space. It is now
expectd to hit the moon at 12:08 pum.
15T on August 5.

The independent astronomer Bill
Gray’s caleulations showed thae the mcket
seage I8 en ronte to thie Einstein Crater on
the moon. Mr. Gray said that over the
course of a year, any small changes could
add up and cause the object to flv close to
the moon instad of impacting i1 So'he
athersd more data, with which by
January 2026 he was 100% sure that the
stage was on a collision 4

Simce he had racked the n:u:he( within
hays of its launch, identifyimg the debris
was eisy: “We were somewhat forlusate
inthis case. i an object ko't spmml umil
momiths or years sfter lanch, id

The Fakon & racket whose Upper Sage is going to crash on the

According to 4 paper by US, Los
Al National Laboratory planetary
scentist Benjamin Fernando and
10 the arXiv

it camn bee gquiite Lh.lltnsuq

Accid:

1 opportunity

Rather than threaten ssemonomy stdies,

experts said the collision will be an

apportunity to gtudy what happens in

such events, Specifically, artificial impaces

like this are rare, They ane also valuable
mw ready.

stribs, n.-uclr.rilgxllc collision a so-called
controlled source event.

The last thme 3 similar event was
olserved was NASAs 2000 LOROSS
misskon, which defiberately crashed a
racket stage pear this moon's south pole
and confirmed water ice in the debris it
kickerd up.

‘What to expect

Mr. Gray has estimated the impact speed
e be at 8700 kn/hr. During the time of
the collishon, mtrononvers an planning to
Irwestigate thie behaviour of bunar dust,
which can reveal more about the
consequences of natural impacts and
seismibc activity, Since dust on the moon is
not the same a5 dust amywhere on the
warth, astronomers can also beneht from
knowing how Bong dust will remain
mepended or what kind of dust storms
iy bee expected if numans want 1o stan
living o the moon.

preprint server on July 16), three
particudar effects are expected from the
Impact.

First is  flash of light ar the moment of
Imipact, which may last bess thana
second. This is produced by material
o thee rocker stage vaporising on
contact with the moon. Second, 2 cloud
of debris or ejecta, possibly vapour, will
be thrown op. !-‘Im!l) a crater 2040 m

estimuted based

Toss, o st impacts
and corm els.

that

the object breaks apart, = which muay
oocur depending on the stage's artitude at

the time of impact”.

Herwever, carching the flash won't be
sy because it will be on the moon's
sunlit side, and any attempt will require a
wlescope,

Observers in India also won't get a
chance 1o see it lve o the impact will
happen at noon, with the moon below the
harizon then,

What if...?
According to Mr. Gray, curment estimates
of the impact time and location camy an
uncertanty of about 5 seconds in impact
tirme and roughly 20 km n locagion,
Einstein crater sits an 8587 W, 15° N, close
o the western edge of the near side. it is
far from the equatorial and south-polar

| Wit

i the bocation of Eil

o the mac.

space agencies and private
companics both targeting the

moon for long-term funar bases,
m J&_u! -ﬂ_i_t_u_._mlll ] 1d_-._|_

rigions, where most current and planned
lunar Ludings are concentrated. So the
chances of the rocket stage altering any
sites that spacefaring nations consider
a-ugllfn it are bow.
pothetically, if this rocket stage or
nﬂynlhﬂ‘ debris happened 1w strike any
sgnificant location on the moon = such as
the Shiv Shakti point where
Chandrayaan3 landed = there currently
isno legal instrumens to protedt them.
“Thare is no legal claim,” Ranjana Kaul,
Dua

space” She added that just because s
coumry happened o land &t a e, it
doesn’t own that paece of the moon under
current regulations.

Moom as a laboratory

Div. Kaul atsostressed e imporianee of
stuadying artificial impacts like this one
hecause of how quickly activity on the
mwson is expanding. With space agmcies

| and private co s both targeting the

HER [EC BESA

moon for leng-term lunar bases, mining,
and satellives, accidental interference
besween missions may arise. Lunar
sdentific and cultural heritage are also at
risk, “Drebris regulation & a serious
problem,” Dr. Kaul added

m the Unitedt Nations, the Action Team

Lunar Activity Consultation (ATLAC)
mlﬁnsmlsuylngwwd
Consensis amony spacefaring nation on

Impact previews,

The UN discussions will nometheless
ke time tocome up with new rules

“In the United Nations, decisions are
by consensus,” Dr, Kaul sabd. This means
all participating countries must agree
before @ proposal becomes binding

T &

el lefover mocker stages differemly.
NASA and the European Space Agency, he
said, have bisen careful. The upper stage
that launched the Webb ilescope, for
instance, was placed in an orbit that will
B It 3wy from the earth-moon system
for roaghly a century, China's recent
stages have similarly been directed
toward the Pacific Ocean or orbits around
the Sun.

SpaceX hus made no public statement
onits disposal policy, however,

{Shreciaya Karantha is a freclance

selence writer,

shregiavakararthia anail.cont
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Astronoenes any chosoly
meritoring 2 SpaceX rocket
stage that fs on the way 1o
striking the meon

Astronomere arg planning o
Inwntigate the behaviour of
|anar e, which can reveai
more about the consequences
of naturat impacts and selsmic




2. Jammu and Kashmir — the elusive quest for Statehood(THE HINDU
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1. GS Il (Polity) & GS Hll (Internal Security)
2. Topics: Federalism & Devolution of Powers; Security Challenges in

Border Areas.

3. Concepts: Article 370 jurisprudence, UT vs. Statehood administration,
preventive detention laws.

ugust 5 marks seven years since Jammu

and Kashmir (J&K)'s special status

(Article 370) was revoked by the

Narendra Modi administration; a few
days hence, August 9 will mark seven years of
J&K’s loss of Statehood. Both actions were
accompanied by the most dubious lockdown in
India’s history. Thousands of troops were flown
in, over 5,000 political leaders and cadre were
detained, and curfew was imposed together with
a communications blockade.

These were emergency measures, yet no
emergency was either visible or declared. The
Modi administration argued that its measures
were temporary and would lead to a viclence-free
region in which economic growth would be
unleashed. Instead, and predictably, violence has
continued, as last year’s terrorist attacks in
Kashmir’s Pahalgam (April) and Delhi’s Red Fort
(November) attest; indeed, it has spread to areas
that were relatively dormant, such as
Poonch-Rajouri, and from there to adjoining
districts of J&K.

Economically, the region continues to suffer.
According to the J&K Economic Survey
2025-2026, the ratio of the region’s per capita
income to the national average is 76.6%, whereas
it was 79.9% in 2013-14, a fall of 3.3 percentage
points. Unemployment remains close to twice
that of the national average; graduate
unemployment is as high as 23.9%.

Lockdowns and summons
Kashmiri response to the Pahalgam attack was a
wholehearted rejection of violence, expressed in
peace marches and candlelit demonstrations. It
offered the Modi administration an opportunity
for peacebuilding on the ground, beginning with
the restoration of Statehood. Instead, the Union
Home Ministry chose an even more
heavy-handed security response. This year’s
Amarnath yatra is the most militarised in the
history of J&K. Citizens are routinely charged
under the draconian Jammu and Kashmir Public
Safety Act (PSA) and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act on the flimsiest of grounds; mass
summons are common — over 2,000 were called
in for questioning after Constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi was shot on July 22 this year — curfews
are more often in place than not; and the Union
Territory has had the highest number of Internet
and communications shutdowns in the country
since 2019,

At the time, few reco:

ised how momentous

Radha Kumar

Former Member,
Group of Interlocutors
for Jammu and
Kashmir, and the
author of the book,
“The Republic
Relearnt: Renewing
Indian Democracy,
1947-2024"

Seven years on,
J&K still awaits
restored
Statehood and
accountable
overnance

the Modi administration’s actions were, not only
in what they did but also in how they did it.
Article 370 was hollowed out by executive fiat —a
Governor who later said he was ‘ordered’ to sign
by the Union Home Minister. Statehood was
removed by legislative fiat, via a Parliament which
did not even consider consulting J&K’s people or
political leaders. No Indian State had been
stripped of its Statehood since Delhi lost its
Statehood in 1956.

Together, the two actions comprised a
breathtaking violation of India’s constitutional
principles and the basic structure of the Union.
They should have been seen as the second major
salvo against India’s democracy — the first being
the re-communalisation of the Indian polity
through state-sanctioned attacks on Muslims and
Christians — but instead they were hived off as
specific to conflict-ridden Jammu and Kashmir.

The belief that draconian measures are
justified in a conflict-ridden region is
fundamentally flawed both morally and
pragmatically, as India knows from its own
colonial past. Morally, the argument that
subjugation is a means towards a desirable end
masks the point that subjugation is a repugnant
end per se, never a means. Pragmatically, as India
knows from its more recent past, subjugation
only breeds disaffection which will likely express
itself in violence when peaceful means of
expression are disallowed.

Yet, the deployment of the argument has
allowed the Modi administration to get away with
direct rule for seven years. The Supreme Court of
India let Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta
parrot the argument for four years before weakly
advising that Statehood be restored as soon as
possible.

Three more years have passed since then,
without the Court hearing petitions seeking a
timeline for restoration. At no point did the Court
question the Union on the utility of its measures
on constitutionally moral, or even merely
pragmatic, grounds.

Lieutenant-Governor holds power

The Constitution limited the imposition of
emergency conditions to six months. Yet, in J&K,
emergency conditions have not been lifted for
seven years. Though the J&K High Court has
repeatedly and increasingly lamented the misuse
of draconian laws by the J&K police, its strictures
do not appear to have led to reform. J&K held
elections two years ago, but the elected

Jammu and Kashmir — the elusive quest for Statehoo

administration has few powers. It is the
Lieutenant-Governor who controls the
administration, the police and government
prosecutors under the 2024 Transaction of
Business Rules; he has now been granted
emergency powers over telecommunications. As
an appointee rather than an elected
representative, the Lieutenant-Governor is not
accountable to the people.

Accountability through democracy

Thanks to India’s young, who so joyfully turned
the derogatory ‘cockroach’ into an assertion of
strength, accountability has acquired a salience
that it had been stripped of over the past decade.
Fortuitously, J&K’s ruling National Conference
party had already decided to renew a campaign
for the restoration of Statehood that the Congress
party had launched two years ago but persisted
with only fitfully. Now the campaign for
Statehood must couch itself in the name of
accountability.

As the Constitution clearly recognised, an
elected administration is the only way to provide
for accountability. Though accountability needs
guarantees by an independent legislature,
oversight and autonomous institutions and a free
media, these too require an elected
administration to develop. At base, civil society
acquires some space to push for reform under an
elected administration, which it lacks under an
appointed administration.

Over the past decade, J&K has acquired a
number of ugly firsts. It was the first State to
undergo wide use of the semi-lethal pellet guns in
2016. (Ironically, pellet guns were developed
partly as a less lethal response to the
stone-pelting agitation in 2010. Our Interlocutors
report had criticised their induction.) It was the
first State to lose its special status and its
Statehood in 2019. It was the first State to
undergo a communal delimitation in which
Jammu’s demography was altered by the creation
of additional Hindu-majority constituencies,
some of them with populations below 50,000, in
2022.

Isit not time for J&K to experience some
positive firsts instead of suffering only ugly ones?
After all, it was the first State to overcome
communal gerrymandering when the 2024
elections yielded a majority for the pluralist
National Conference-Congress alliance. It is only
fitting that it also be the first State to regain the
Statehood that has been withheld for so long.




3. NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation(THE HINDU
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1. GS Il (International Relations)
2. Topics: Global Groupings; Effect of Policies of Developed Countries.
3. Concepts: Transatlantic security, defense burden-sharing, US pivot to

the Indo-Pacific.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

in 1949, Washington is asking Europe not
merely to spend more on defence but also to
assume primary responsibility for its own
security. This marks a fundamental shift in the
transatlantic compact and signals the emergence
of a new phase in the Alliance’s evolution. The
question is no longer whether NATO will endure,
but how it is adapting to a changing strategic
landscape.

F or the first time since the creation of the

America’s shift

The National Security Strategy of the United
States of America (November 2025) maintained
NATO as America’s principal transatlantic alliance
while signalling a significant shift in Washington’s
expectations of European allies, particularly
regarding burden-sharing and collective defence
responsibilities. It argued that the era of the U.S.
serving as Europe’s primary security guarantor
was drawing to a close and that prosperous
European allies must shoulder greater
responsibility for defending their own continent.
While endorsing NATO’s commitment to increase
defence spending to 5% of GDP as the new
fbenchmark for burden sharing, the strategy
envisaged the U.S. remaining the Alliance’s
strategic enabler, nuclear guarantor and political
convener rather than its sole military backbone.
The objective is a stronger, more self-reliant
Europe that allows Washington to devote greater
strategic attention to the Indo-Pacific.

This rebalancing is already evident. Following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, U.S. troop
strength in Europe rose to around 1,00,000
personnel. Since then, Washington has gradually
reversed that surge. During 2025-26, it withdrew
around 5,000 troops from Germany, cancelled
the planned deployment of 4,000 troops to
Poland, and reduced Brigade Combat Teams in
Europe from four to three, bringing the U.S.

reinforced this transition.
While reaf g the Alliance’s commitment to
Article 5, members pledged €70 billion in military
assistance for Ukraine in 2026, committed to
sustaining comparable support in 2027, endorsed
European-led development of long-range

F
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Advitya Madan

Commanded 15
Punjab in Lebanon
under the United
Nations Flag,
commanded 27
Sector as DIG in
Churachandpur,
Manipur, and was
Brigadier, Operational
Logistics, in HQ
Western Command.
He is currently an
analyst on
geopolitics,
international and
defence affairs

NATO's
European shift
offers India new
strategic and
defence
opportunities

precision strike capabilities and accelerated
efforts to strengthen NATO's defence industrial
base. The underlying message was unmistakable:
Europe must assume greater responsibility for its
conventional defence as the U.S. increasingly
prioritises the Indo-Pacific.

Lord Ismay, NATO’s first Secretary General,
famously described the Alliance’s original
purpose as “to keep the Russians out, the
Americans in, and the Germans down”. While
that dictum captured the strategic logic of the
Cold War, NATO today has entered a distinctly
different phase that may be summed up as
keeping Russia deterred, America engaged and
Europe prepared.

NATO’s evolution over time

The Alliance’s evolution can be viewed in three
phases. NATO 1.0 (1949-1991) relied
overwhelmingly on American military and
nuclear power to deter Soviet aggression and
preserve transatlantic unity. NATO 2.0 (1991-2022)
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union,
expanding eastwards, incorporating former
Warsaw Pact members and undertaking
operations in the Balkans and Afghanistan. Yet,
this period also witnessed declining European
defence expenditure and growing dependence on
the U.S. for intelligence, logistics, strategic
mobility and high-end military capabilities,
making burden sharing an increasingly
contentious issue.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has ushered in
NATO’s third phase, a more balanced
transatlantic partnership in which Europe
assumes primary responsibility for conventional
defence while the U.S. continues to provide
strategic enablers such as nuclear deterrence,
intelligence, long-range precision strike
capabilities and global power projection. This is
less a story of American disengagement than one
of strategic redistribution.

The scale of Europe’s response was evident at
the 2025 Hague Summit, where NATO members
committed to increasing core defence spending
to at least 3.5 % of GDP by 2035, with progress to
be reviewed in 2029. Germany has doubled
defence expenditure since 2023 and aims to
reach the same target by 2029 while rebuilding
military capability to deter Russia. Moscow,
meanwhile, has reorganised its western milita:

NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation

posture with new headquarters, formations and
bases facing NATO.

The more difficult challenge, however, is not
spending but replacing the American military
ecosystem. Even as European armies become
stronger, they continue to depend heavily on the
U.S. for intelligence, surveillance, satellite
support, command and control systems, strategic
airlift, missile defence, long-range precision strike
capabilities and, above all, the nuclear umbrella.
Washington’s reduction of rapid reaction assets,
including bombers, fighter aircraft, air-refuelling
tankers, warships, aircraft carriers and attack
suhmarmes together with the deferred
dep]oymenl of Tomahawk cruise missiles to
Germany, illustrates the extent of that
dependence. Europe’s central dilemma is
therefore not simply building larger armed forces
but developing the integrated capabilities that
have long underpinned NATO’s effectiveness. As
Poland’s Foreign Minister recently observed,
Europe does not need to match American
military power; it simply needs to be stronger
than Russia.

New Delhi and the rebalance

For India, NATO’s transformation is less about
Europe than about the redistribution of American
strategic attention. A Europe capable of assuming
greater responsibility for its own security would
enable Washington to devote more diplomatic
attention, military resources and strategic
investments to the Indo-Pacific, reinforcing the
regional balance amid China’s growing
assertiveness. At the same time, a more capable
Europe could emerge as an important partner for
India in defence manufacturing, advanced
technologies, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
semiconductors and space.

New Delhi should therefore view these
changes through the prism of strategic
opportunity rather than alliance politics. Closer
cooperation with both the U.S. and Europe can
complement, not compromise, India’s
long-standing commitment to strategic autonomy.
If navigated prudently, NATO’s new strategic
model can expand India’s defence industrial
partnerships, accelerate technological
modernisation and strengthen its position as a
leading power in an increasingly multipolar
world.



4. Delimitation may be less attractive for BJP now(THE HINDU PAGE
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1. GS Il (Polity) & GS I (Indian Society)

2. Topics: Constitutional Provisions on Elections/Delimitation; Features
of Indian Society.

3. Concepts: Gerrymandering vs. fair delimitation, voting demographics,

caste and Gen Z voting dynamics.

antar Mantar and
Bankipur, taken together,
may make the prospect of
an early delimitation
exercise far less attractive for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJI") than it
once appeared. For much of the
last decade, the BJP had reasons to
believe that it had assembled a
durable social majority, with
Hindus acting as a voting bloc
across large parts of north and
west India. If groups displayed
stable voting preferences over
long periods, then redrawing
constituency boundaries could
amplify existing advantages.
Engineering constituency
boundaries to advance a particular
political outcome, commonly
called gerrymandering, rests
precisely on this premise: that
electoral loyalties of social groups
are predictable. It is reasonable to
assume, for instance, that Muslims
are less likely to vote for the BJP,
just as African Americans have
historically been less likely to vote
Republican than Democratic in
the U.5. Gerrymandering works by
stacking and cracking electorates
according to such group identities
and their assumed preferences.
The BJP has had reason to
assume that it built a threshold
Hindu voting bloc that could
provide it with a permanent
majority, albeit with regional
variations. The party’s continuing
electoral triumphs in Gujarat is an

- 13}

I:_Imslasm for an early
delimitation exercise, which under
the existing constitutional scheme
can take place only after the data
from the Census is published, has
been to explore the possibility of
redrawing Lok Sabha and
Assembly constituencies to
maximise its demographic
advantage. This is not merely an
assumption or an allegation.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has publicly stated
that the delimitation of Assembly
constituencies in the State was
intended to reduce the number of
seats in which Muslims could
influence the outcome. The
subsequent electoral outcome

A voung
Brahmin, a
young Dalit and
a young OBC
voler may
occupy very
different
positions in the

social hierarchy,

vet they can
share common
anxieties about
jobs, mobility,
and
examinations

suggests that the exercise worked
in the party’s favour.

Yet politics has a habit of
unsettling certainties.

An unforseen twist

Bankipur’s demographic
composition is almost a dream
scenario for the BJP. Out of
roughly 3.8 lakh voters, around 1.6
lakh are upper-caste Hindus, the
party’s strongest social base.
Muslims number about 40,000
and Yadavs roughly the same. In
effect, the constituency has just
enough communities considered
adversarial to the BJP, namely the
Muslims and Yadavs, to generate
counter-polarisation on religious
and caste lines, while still allowing
the party to build a larger coalition
of upper castes, Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Dalits.

For years, Bankipur
represented an ideal laboratory
for the BIP’s twin strategy of caste
and religious consolidation. Yet
the party’s defeat at the hands of
Jan Suraaj founder Prashant
Kishore suggests that these
assumptions may no longer hold
automatically. Mr. Kishore’s
victory appears to have rested on
a social coalition that cut across
caste and religious boundaries.

Something similar happened in
Datia, though in a very different
setting. Datia’s electorate of about
2.2 lakh is overwhelmingly Hindu.
It has around 35,000 Brahmins,
more than 30,000 Scheduled
Caste voters, over 80,000 OBC
voters spread across several
communities, and another 25,000
to 30,000 Thakur and Vaishya
voters. Muslims account for only a
small proportion of the electorate.
While the relatively new Jan Suraaj
could sweep aside the BJP in
Bankipur, the Congress could only
secure a narrow victory in Datia.
The dynamism within the Hindu
electorate makes any permanent
assumptions about its political
preferences risky for the BJP.

Emergence of a new category

‘What links Jantar Mantar and

Bankipur is the emergence of a
olitical variable that neither the

Delimitation may be less attractive for BJP n

BJP nor its opponents had
adequately anticipated: Gen Z as a
distinet political community. The
protests and mobilisations around
issues of recruitment,
examinations, unemployment and
representation have revealed a
generation that does not fit neatly
into traditional electoral boxes. It
is not that Gen Z voters are
caste-agnostic. In fact, they appea
to be deeply caste-conscious,
expressed in sharply different
ways, ranging from
anti-reservation arguments to
assertive Ambedkarite politics. Yet
these divergent strands often
converge in their scepticism

P and, a
cases, towards established
political parties in general.

This horizontal socia! cahegary

1p
structures of caste and rehgmus
mobilisation. A young Brahmin, a
young Dalit and a young OBC
voter may occupy very different
positions in the social hierarchy,
yet they can share common
anxieties about jobs, mobility, and
examinations. Their political
choices are therefore not always
determined by inherited
community loyalties.

The disintegration of the BJP's
seemingly perfect constituency in
Bankipur and the emergence of
Gen Z politics suggest that politics
in the Hindi heartland is not a
prisoner of constituency
boundaries. Electoral behaviour is
increasingly shaped by
cross-cutting identities that
intersect with caste and religion
but do not fully submit to them.

This challenges the logic of an
early delimitation exercise for the
BIP. Constituency engineering can
magnify an advantage only when
the social coalitions remain stable.
If the party’s traditional bloc is
showing signs of strain, redrawing
boundaries can only do so much.
The more urgent task for the BJP
may be to mend its own camp and
restore its social base than
redrawing the boundaries of
constituencies.

wrghese geothehindu. co.ir
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1. GS Il (Economy) & GS Il (Social Justice)
2. Topics: Employment & Demographic Dividend; Social Sector
(Education).
3. Concepts: Structural unemployment, education expenditure vs. GDP,
regulatory issues (NTA/CUET).

Out of work and outraged

While the immediate mrigger for the students’ protest at Jantar Mantar was the repeated paper leaks, digllusionment among the vouth runs much deeper: India has a

significant youth

ECONOMIC NOT

Rohit Azad
Indranil Chowdhury

© won't be an exaggeration o say

that the Jantar Manear protest led by

the Cockroach Janta Marty (CIP) is by

far the most formidable challenge
this government has faced in its 12 years of
rule. Whila it was the j=aue of repeated
paper leaks which pushed the people over
the brink, the disill it Tuns far
deeper among young Indians. And there is
a2 material basis for this disillusionment.
Unfortunately, nﬁmerlh! defiant

Icmr the Minis i«

rousing welcome
afier the mslg'laﬂan glws the impmssl.on
that the govern the volea of
its own yw:h ¥

The question, then, s why did the
nguallon catch the imagination of the
youth?

A lost demographic advantage
Let us start with what is called a .
demographic dividend. india currently has

ukation; however, une

ovment remains hi

MNational, centralised admission

fesis such as the CUET result
in considerable shifting of
admlm.lom.( not_just across

but across the

W are calling it
' rere exisienoe does
not guarantee its realisation. 17 the
uncmiployment rates, especially among
those entering the labour market, remain
high, we are essentially frittering the youth
dividend away.

Chart 2, which compares the
(unemployment rate among the youth
(1529 years) in contrast to the overall
wiorkers, shows that India is indeed
rurning its face away from ifs youth. Youth
unemployment is three times higher than
the overall rate. Among women, i is
almuost four times higher, Urban wonsen
e thes worst affected. Nearly one in five
women locking for work is unable to find a
job. It is therefore no surprise thata
significantly luge section of those
protesting were women students,

And the frusteation runs decp Because
even educarion is not encugh to find a job
in the Indian markets. Chart 3 ﬂ'wwsg;:

country

amaches to the secior. Chart 4 clearly
shows that educarion has been slipping
from the radar of this government over its
teriure so far,

This was yet another case of a failed
promise, o which the students responded
with their feet on Jantar Mantar (and
elsewhere in the country). The low priority
2 San By thi

becomes even clearer when one looks at
what it did in the last Budget. They spent

Additionally, access to

Protesters demonstrate against the NTA and the alleged iregularities in te NEET-UG and NET exarys in New Delhi, on July 4, 2026. SUSHL FUMAR VERMA

Test (CBT) with multiple-cholce questions
(MCOS) under CUET {(LG). If you want to
do post-graduation (PG, whar vou did in
your UG college for three or four years
comes tonaught, instead what matters
again is what you did in the MCQ of CBT
under CUET(PG). As aresult, teaching and
lesirning in schools and colleges have been
affected. Students are being forced to
prepare only for their CUET exams instead
of focussing on a hollstic teaching and
Tearning process. It is therefore no surprise
that, instead of quality educational
institutions, coaching centres that help
students crack these MOOs are
mushrooming across the country.

Asif this were niod enough, £

way below what they | in their

Dusdger with a shortfall o I6,701
wrores (Chart 5).

Starving cducal lon of funds creates a
serions su hottleneck ax far as access to
echica s uu\n'vrn{'!l While the number
of applicants rises with the growing youth
dividend, the number of scats does not. The
odds of securing a seat even in an average

for i a

[siddee problem. Youth in India are
unemploved not beciuse they are not
cducated but because the economy is nat
generating enough jobs for them.

[ The crisis in education
I is o just a kack of joles; socess loqu.dun

let alone a premier one, keeps

dleclining every year. Adeded 1o this are the
changing of goalposts by the government.
Ome year, CBSE results are used for college
achmissions; the next, they are not, One year
there i one entrance examination: the
next, ancther,

Let us take the example of the Common
University Entrance Test (GUETY, If you

rality education has become limited due to a number of factors

Interestingly, there was nothing
fundamentally wrong with the previous

THE GIST

entiring the

remain high, W@m'kk&
Trittering away its demogr,
diddand.

-

While the Hational Education

The uncartaintas
associated with CUET in
undergraduate admissions,

systems of elther entranc
CESE evaluations. The government seems
to have l'allawcd the maxim, "
broken

All thi shows that not only is there n

fix what isn't

ihe: sud!msmualbemmmm Oine
rpe that we are being s tad unfair o

the mumtber of

true, merely increasing b
mums, with an overall furd soquecee,

As for the quality of education, it is noo
infrastructure alome that matters, the
aquality of waching does to. I the reports
inthe media were to be believed (and
there s incontrovertible evidence todo
ol there has been exe rxs:me- political

s}uﬂmgnfadm.mm: not just across
instiutions bur across the country, Asa
restilt, you have students joining the
progrranume almost hall way through the
first semester. CUET has disrupted the
admissions process in higher education.
Ome could understand if these were
teethings tronsbles but this is the fifth vear of
CLUET, and sl o respite from this
chans.

Ancther bizarre example was

wanl to join a college for an
G] d«gw« what yuu seored in wur

education is also becoming inc

limited. This is due to both

and qu

l'm the first tinee in India’s husmry that

ding on educarion as a percentage of
r‘np has declined consistently for avera
decade. While the government's own
Mational Education Policy (NEP) 2020
recommended a significant increase in
spenading on nlm-ulim!, the reality is the
opposite. Spending on education as a
share of the total bucdiiee has beca
declining consistently under the current

it {Chart 4). This Is a significant

proint that canmet be stressed enough.
Strictly speaking, spen

as much; what matters Is

introducing the scanning of CBSE answer
: for h of

in the apy of
u-ad‘k"r’s at public universities. As aresult,
the quality of teaching has been mcrihced
atthe altar of politics under this regime.
None of this is, or can be, hidden from
stdents,

The Chicf justice of India gave an cuthet
1o this simmering anger by calling those
cuestioning the swstem ‘cockronches”.
Much like the cockroschaes thal possess
incredible bialogical resilience, allowing
them ta survive for weeks without a head,
the youth of this country braved the
hatons, tear gax, peller guns and whatever
the government threw st them..
The awhors are a part of Devidac
retwork,

I\uw you |wrr<mnuuller‘ i

Trom the outser.

Mac!
which sceks plurabiom i Ecormics.)

Chart 1z India's potenslal
dmograghic dividend

Vrerking awe (1564
fation

Concerning figures

High unemplayment amang yeuth m indis, fsing Tavels el
declining ¢ SpEning. aworrying picture,
Chart i ks the o h Chart #: L e by
ez | ay 1 025 (m %)
ol T

Touth Gverstl

akong with
political ionerterince i the
Appointment of tBachers at
public umiversitics, have ako
adhversely affected the
aducation sector.

amenaloyiment ameong young bty
seranrs romains high, the country
2 harness ity youtth cherclernd

Chart & Expenditure on education by
the gireernment
s 0

are of its own hmljg;:( that a g
allocares to education is entivety at its
(discretion and reflects the importance it

Chart 5: Expenditus shortlalf
educatian in Budget 202526 {in ¥ crone)
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Israel's October election
complicates Gaza roadmap

SWAMINATHAN

While
Netanyahu has
avoided
criticising
Trump’'s
roadmap, his
far-right
coalition
partners have
been quick to
dismiss an IDF

INCE THE war in Iran began in February this yvear, the
world has largely lost its focus on the devastating situ-
arion in Gaza. Though aceasefire has been inforce since
October 10 of last year following the 20-point Trump
peace plan, a continuous, low-intensity conflict has per-
sisted in Gaza. Additionally, while the supply of food and medical
aid to Gaza has increased, no progress has been made on recon-
struction. The movement of Gazans through the Rafah border
crossing into Egypt, its only outlet to the outside world, remains
restricted. Israel has expanded its physical occupation of Gaza’'s
territory from the 53 per cent agreed upon under the ceasefire
framework beyond the Yellow Line, to more than 60 per cent.

While Hamas has managed to retain control over the 40 per
cent of Gaza’s territory where more than two million residents
are concentrated, the collapse ofthelocal economy and the shut-
dowm of smuggling through the Egyptian tunnel networl have
dried up its revenue generation. External funding hasground to
ahalt: its chief patron, Iran, is consumed by the war with the US,
Hezbollah's operational capacity in Lebanon has collapsed., and
traditional donors like Qatar have been applying diplomatic
pressure. Left unable to pay the salaries of its cadre and with its
weapons stockpiles depleted by sustained Israeli attacks, Hamas
hashanded overlocal governanceto the National Committee for
the Administration of Gaza and agreed to surrender its heavy
weaponry under a 15-point roadmap of the Board of Peace.

Besides elaborating how Hamas’s disarmament and the de-
commlissioning of its military infrastructure will be linked to a
synchronised, phased withdrawal of IDF and clarifying that no
Palestinian weapons would be transferred to Israel orto any non-
Palestinian entity, the roadmap also contains some concessions
to Hamas. Hamas will be able to retain privately owned firearms
toberegistered and licensed by NCAG, in addition to the retention
of some ofits police officers in the new setup, subject to vetting.

While Netanyahu has avoided criticising Trump’s roadmap,
his far-right coalition partners havebeen quickto dismiss an IDF
withdrawal, stating their avowed policy of Israeli settlements in
Gaza. The NCAG, waiting in Cairo forabout six and a halfmonths
to enter Gaza and assume governance, has still not been given
the necessary clearancebyIsrael. The requirement that member
nations contribute $1billion tosecure a seat on the Board of Peace
appears to have made no meaningful progress either.

Any immediate progress seems unlikely as elections are
scheduled for October 27 in Israel. Netanyahu is trailing in the
opinion polls and is also facing intense internal threats from his
far-right partners. Having failed to prevent a potential agreement
between the US and Iran, it is almost impossible for him to agree
to specific territorial withdrawals, as he will not like to project
weakness to the electorate. Netanyahu was also hoping for
Trump's endorsement during his recent trip to Washington, but
did not succeed. He was content in emphasising that it marked
his seventh meeting with the President in just a year and a half.

withdrawal, Thus, while Hamas’s agreement to disarm and relinquish the
stating their administration of Gazaisacritical milestone that place pressure
avowed policy on Israel to reciprocate, subsequent progress is expected to be
= rather slow.
ofIsraeli
settlements The writer is former ambassador of india to Egyptand

former Permanent Representative of India to the Arab League
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As GenZleads change in Subcontinent, is
Pakistan doomed to be the exception?

C Rasa MoOHAN

CROSSSOUTH Asia, Gener-

ation Z has emerged as an un-

expected force in politics. Over

thelast few years, studentsand

youth in Bangladesh, Nepal

and Sri Lanka have driven unprecedented

political change. In India too, the political

consequences of an increasingly assertive

Gen Z could be profound over the lenger

term. What about Pakistan? Willitforeverre-
mainthe Subcontinent’s exception?

Pakistan has the same youthful demo-

graphics as the rest of the region, and even

decperocononuc anxieties. Yatm.ywrhhas

hecountry's political a-

jectory. The armmw
and extensive

st

s power grab
The latest debate was lnggered by In-
terior Minister Mohsin Nagvi's declaration
that Pakistan's system of governance had

authority in the armyleadership and its
preferred technocrats,

This represents an important evolution
in Pakistan's political history. Ayub Khan,
Yahya Khan, Ziaul Haqand Pervez Mushar-
raf all interrupted constitutional politics
through military coups. Genetal AsimMunir
is pursuing something more ambitious: In-
stitutionalising military predominance
within the constitutional framework itself.

‘The confidence behind this project has
been reinforced by the new White House
warmmth towards Asim Munir, The Anglo-
Ammerican media that only ashort while ago

Iniran

effectively collapsed and required asweep-
ing overhaul, If he were an ordinary politi-
cal figure, Naqvi's call for radical reform
would have been dismissed as loose talk.
Coming from Rawalpindi’s current civilian

Khan, jailed by Munir, isnowcelebratingthe
self-promoted field marshal as a strategic
genius, Anglo-Ametican support hasalways
emboldened Rawalpindi to tighten its grip
over Pakistan's polity and society.

subordinate, however, Naqvi's s de-
serve close attention.

Itis evident that Pakistan’s military es-
tablishment is contemplating not merely
another intervention in politics but arede-
signofthestate. Noauthoritative draft ofa
revised political structure is in the public
domain, Yet the directionisunmistakable.
The discussion reportedly ranges from
breaking uptheexjsung pmvh'mes into

smaller
i favour of the Centre L6 vesting greater

Themorei ingquestion
however, is not what Munir wants

Intheir endless internecine

ILLUSTRATION: C f SASIKUMAR:
pindi to install and uninstall civilian govern-
mentsatwill. Had the civilian partieschosen
collective action over shor-term partisan
gain, theycould have pushed the armyback
intothe barracks long ago.

Therewas one brief moment of hope. In
2006, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
signed the Charter of Democracy. Having
both experienced repeated military inter-
ventions, they recognised that democracy
couldsurviveonlyifcivilian parties stopped
inviting the army into their partisan battles.

‘The moment did not last. Both the Pak-
istan People’s Party and the Pakistan Muslim
League soon reverted to the familiar temp-
tation of secking tactical advantage overeach
other. Later, Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf repeated the same mistake, initially
benefiting from military patronage before
becoming its victim.

That pattern is now settorepeat
itselfasthe armyshowsthe doorto

orwhat the Anglo-Americanslike.  struggles, Pakistanscivilian ~ thecunenteiviliangovernment,
It is whether Pakistan'scivilian 770 bl Thegenerals may design thebl

peliticians are once again prepar- parties hd\"&l. repeatedly turned print, but theystill need thecivilian
ingto helpthegeneralsconsolidate (0 thearmy togain advantage parliament to approve it. But the
powerand writetheirown political over one another. That prospects of a united opposition to
deathwarrant. Intheirendless in- — gl]gwed Rawalpinditoinstall — HieAmy's project appear bleak.,
ternecinestrugeles, Pakistan'scivil- anduninstallcivilian Pakistan’s missing Gen Z move-
fan parties have repeatedly tumed i ¥ ment réinforces thisimbalance.
tothe army to gain advantage over governments at will The country has no shortage of

one another. That allowed Rawal-

vouthful anger. But the Army's in-

strumentalisation of religious nationalism
and the ever-expanding state control over
society have prevented that frustration from
coalescing into a nationwide democratic
movement comparable o those witnessed
elsewhere in South Asia

The Pakistan army is well placed o get
what it wants. Yet Rawalpindi’s ability tode-
Tiver positive change islimited. The reforms
pushed by the army over the decades have
been less abour strengthening institutions
than about concentrating greater authority
in its own hands. The justification remains
the same — that civilian politicians are cor-
ruptand incompetent.

While the army's political power has
steadily expanded, its capacity to generate
broader social and economic gains has al-
ways fallen short. History offers many

ties with the world’s leading economic
powers, the Us and now China, andcloseas-
sociationwiththe oil-rich Gulf states, Pakis-
mhasbeenmmepam«eoomtcdeﬁm
over the last three decades.

Thereislitleevidencetosuggest that giv-
ingstill greaterauthority tothe ficld marshal
will produce dramatically different out-
comes. Pakistan’s civilian leaders surely
kniow this, but can they summon the will for
collectiveaction? While there isa murmur of
dissentagainst Munir's plans, few would bet
on Pakistan's political parties to prevail.

Pakistan’s predicament offers a wider
lesson. If there is no meaningful resis-
tance tothe dominant political force and
its rege re ideology, societies have to
endure prolonged stagnation and re-
peated humiliation. Resistance certainly
imposesimmediate costs. Yetitis also the
mechanism through which institutions
recover their balance and political sys-
1emsrenew rhemselves,

Thewriter is acontributing editor on
intermatianal affairs for The indian Express.

He s also the distinguished professor atthe
Motwani tadefa institute of American Studies,
Jindal Global University and the Korean
Foundation Ghan an Asian geopolitics at Council
i Defense h. New Delhi
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JHARKHAND POSSESSES nearly 40 per
cent of India’s mineral wealth, yet many of
its mining districts remain among the
country’sleastdeveloped. For decades, coal,
iron ore, bauxiteand limestone have fuelled
India's economicgrowth, whilethe commu-
nities living closest to these resources have
continued to struggle with poor healthcare,
inadequate schools, damaged roads,pol-
luted environments and shrinking liveli-
hood opportunities.

It was this contradiction that prompted
the Centre to establish the District Mineral
Foundation Trust (DMFT) in 2015. PM Nar-
endra Modihad argued that mining-affected
communitiesbearthe greatestsocialanden-
vironmental costs of extraction but receive
the least share of its benefits. DMFT sought
Jto correct this imbalance by ensuring that a
portion of mining revenues was reinvested
in the welfare of those living in mining-af-
fected areas. Unfortunately, that promisere-
mains largely unfulfilled.

Irecently travelled through West Singhb-
hum, including the Saranda mining belt,
and witnessed first-hand the
widening gap between the district's
immense mineral wealth and the
condition of its people. West
Singhbhum, home to some of In-
dia's richest iron ore reserves,
should havebeen amodelofinclus-
ive development. Between 2016
and 2026, nearly Rs 3,700 crore ac-
cumulated under its DMFT. Such
resources could have transformed

Why must people be poor in
a state rich with minerals?

Odisha’s mineral resources

are less than halfof

Jharkhand’s. Yet in 2025-26,
Odisha generated nearly Rs
46,000 crore in mining
revenue compared with
Jharkhand's Rs 22,000 crore

Saranda and surrounding mining villages
through better hospitals, schools, drinking
water systems, roads and livelihood pro-
grammes. Instead, what I saw were strug-
gling local markets, shrinking economicac-
tivity, unemployed youth and communities
asking a simple question: Where has the
money gone?

The DMFT Rules requireevery districtto
make annual reports, budgets, approved
works, project progress, governing council
decisions, and beneficiary details publicly
available. Yet, across Jharkhand, these dis-
closures are either missing, outdated or in-
accessible. Mining-affected communities,
for whom the fund was created, have little
means of knowing how thousands of crores
collected in their name have actually been
spent. In Jamda, once a bustling mining
township, local tradersspokeofdeclining in-
comes. Several mining leases expired years
ago. As mines shut down, employment dis-
appeared. The effects spread far beyond
mineworkers. Transportoperators lost busi-
ness, roadside eateries emptied, shops
struggled to survive, and young
people increasingly migrated in
search of work.

Cross the border into Barbil in
neighbouring Odisha, barely20km
away, and the contrast is striking.
The geology is identical. The min-
eral deposits are the same. What
differs is governance. Odisha en-
sured timelyauctionsaftermining
leases expired. Jharkhand hesi-

tated. The consequences are visible inthe
numbers. Since 2019-20, India has auctioned
434 mineral blocks. Odisha auctioned 45,
Chhattisgarh 41, while Jharkhand auctioned
only three, despite being the country’s ri-
chestmineral-bearing state. The production
gap is equally revealing. Between 2018-19
and 2024-25, Odisha'siron ore production in-
creased from around 120 million tonnes to
neatly 180 million tonnes. Jharkhand's pro-
duction remained almostunchanged at ap-
proximately 23 milliontonnes.

Revenue tells an even more compelling
story. Odisha’s mineral resources are less
than half of Jharkhand’s. Yet in 2025-26,
Odisha generated nearly Rs 46,000 crore in
mining revenue compared with Jharkhand's
Rs22,000crore.

Delayed auctions reduce production.
Lower production means lower royalty col-
lections. Lower royalties translate into re-
duced contributions to DMFT. Mining-af-
fected villages receive fewer resources
precisely because the mining economy itself
has been allowed to stagnate. The debate
around DMFT, therefore, is not merely about
financial accounting; it is about restoring
trust. Before organising new investment
summits or announcing ambitious indus-
trial plans, the state must first demonstrate
thatit can effectively manage the resources
it already possesses.

The writer is Jharkhand's first Chief Minister
and currently the Leader of the Opposition
inthe Jharkhand Legislative Assembly
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* ECONOMY
[ ]
Cut, hike, hold: HOW RBI sescommisspotssusus
- - oninterestrates this time. But even
decides moneta olic B | cteominerustis:
ry p does soafter weighing several factors
o . . - .
« Retailinflation creepingup « Reporatesteadily coming down
CHART: G Price index, or retailinf % CHANGE) CHART 2:RBI's reporate, or thei rate atwhichitlends tobank
a 7
Ubrr Misra ; | ' w— RBsinflation target - -
6 1 — Retailinflation 65 — Reporate
THEMONETARY policy committee (MPC) ¢ Lt ) :
of the Reserve Bank of India (RB1) will un- \ :
veil its next policy statement today. 4w [
Onceevery womonths, the RBIs MPC 1
sits down to take stock of India’s economy
and decide whetherit wantstochangethe 2 55
interest rates prevailing in the country. 1
Most economists and observers expect
the RBIto *maintaina stansquo® oninter- L t t T T 5
st rates. The [agkolany changeinthe B & & % : & B 8 & % % % ®# & 5 8 £ 82 8B 8
s owers e 5 3 F 5 B BE 8 G RBE FEEEEEEGEEGRED
factthat economies aroundtheworldare = 8 = = 3 # #® & =2 = 5 = E 2 £ £ £ 5 B 2 £ %
Facing a iy unprecedented Ievel 6TUI:  souece conreeros MOWIDRNG DN L0ONOMY AT T
Even when tral bank de-
cidhes o do niothing, as it were, it bases its
dich frer consider rlfactors  Whatarethef: itha ider? very least, keep higher forlonger. fic, dise] ion, GSTe-waybillgen-
In any meeting. the RBI has three 2. US-IRAN HOSTILITIES: Th : T, all showed with
What's the point of REl monetary choices: hike interest rates, cut interest ment applies here as well Ifthe warcon-  Kine20257. Ontheother hand, "portcargo
policy reviews? rates or maintain status quo. 'dnues. suppty o[emrgfw'm rernamoon- wraffic, telecom subscribers, vehicle regis-
Like all central banks, the RBItoo is O the face of it, the RBI targets the re- chand prices will conti trations and GST collections have main-
d'mrged mth mc re:pon.slblltty of main- tati mﬂalmn rate, That, orcourse :s lhe elevated. Thisismoresobecauseapartfrom  tained upward momentum” in the same
Itdoes  miain hichith the Straitof Hormug, now évenshipping  quarter (April. May and Jung).
|Imhy:ammngrm retail inflation rateat Chart 2 shows Mmtmﬂarmn has risen through the Red Sea hascome underthreat, Clearly, thehigh frequency indicatorsare
Pi{withacomfortband oftwopercentage  through 2026and is now just above the 4% Such an assessment will likely singeany  painting a mixed picture of the economy.
paints oneither side). rarget, even though it is still withinthe RBI planswithin the REItocut interest rares. A mixed picture suggests that the
The RBI's research has shownthatthis  comfortzone of 2%106%. Chiart 1 showsthe 3.MONSOON, EL NIO, INFLATION: Re- lertying growth isunes
#the ideal rute of inflation that promotes  movement of the répo rareé over the same sardiessof what happenstocnude ol prices,  —tharis, itis notthe casethat every sector
sustained economic growth. Iftheinflation  period. Butlooking at just headline inflation there is another big threat todomesticin-  islookingup. This, intum, hasakey policy
rate remains persistently higherthan 4%,  is not enough. As things stand, one can flation in the form of El Nino. EINifioeon:  implication: The RBI will have to be cau-
it erodes the pirchasing power of con-  argue forarate cur:afterall, inflation isclose diti Iy toi inth ir tousabout Tates.
sumets, If it stays persistently below 4%, it tothe target level and well within the com- months: AS of end-July, rainfall is 13% 1f all sectors were domgwell the REL
weakensthe profitincentive of producers.  fort zone éven as economic growth is ex- bnedin "] hand0%ofarés  could betem p
The maintool with which the RBItres  pectedtoslow down, Or, fora rate hike, since Rate il 31 ins in the defici that the underlyi 1 is
o ach;c'\cthis 4% inflation target Isby inflation is steadily rising up over the past MIiOI'IQ by egory- Waler resenvoir mbust enough totake an interest rate hike
7 rake it charg en  few months. But since the effect ofa repo N ably lower thar ! in its stride. Butlt'gmwﬂl isnot broad-
it letidk dia jalbanks raretweak takes time to percolate through ke’}’ central stage lastyear. These can affect rabisow based.a hit wmmm—
mmeerthershorenn heeds Thisinter  theeconomy (oflenseveral months), acen- banks HEN dy well tors that i 1l
et rateiscalled the "repoTate”. tralbankhas toconsider many other factors. 5% i June and th j 5. ACTION OF OTHER CENTRAL BANKS
When the RBI evaluatesthat economic In many ways, the RBI has to continu- AsofJuly, US mwmmamer m‘singmes 6F  Typically, interest rates in India are higher
growth is weak and inflation rate is falling smlv assess not fust wh handin-  Fed, Eurof than the interest rates in the developed
below its target, it reduices the reporate — presentbut where they willbe Central Bank, 4. QUALITY OF GROWTHMOMENTUM: Al couniries such as the US and euro area be-
makingitcheaper forcommercialbanksto  inafewmonths. Hereisalistofsomeofthe Bankof Japan, k t cause the inflation mte is also higher. This
borrow, When the costof theirownborrow-  other key factors that RBL is likely to take and Bankof iling inflati d econoni gap hemeen lhe two interest rates often
ing falls, commercial banks cutthe mteat  inteaccount inits deliberations. growth. Further, while deciding on its rate Tingglobal investor
whichtheylend totherestof 1CRUDEOILPRICES: Highercrudeprices.  Englandall — popee e pRtconcems itselfnotiustwith  toinvestinIndiavia thebondmarket ymar-
—beit ammmerseehngmbuyacamr dan't just raise domestic inflation but also maintained the level of growth but also the ketwh 1), thiis
abusinesswoman looking 1o start a firm.  worsen India’s trade deficit, hitexchange  statusquoonthe  qualityof growth (81 irely  provicli v Thiat i Ty Indian
TIuMshowmeRBImmmsesecmoamc rate, increase govenment debt and bring rates in their possible that the growth rate in the past B
hil down economic growth. Thanks to'the econommies. yearor the last quarter was sn'crzg enmgh Assuch, ifother central banks raise in-
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up oo high — either because there istoo  erideoil prices continue to swing wildly L4 T assess this, |hc REBI looks at the pic- 1 1 Il i
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Why SCexpanded scope of domestic cruelty law to women in live-in relationships

Vineet Bhalia
NewDelhi, Augnst4

EXPANDING THE protection against do-
mestic enueity under criminal kaw, the Su-
preme Cotirt Bas nuled thiat such provec:
tion, ardinarily given to married women
underSection 458 of theerstwhile Indian
Penal Code (IFC), extendis towomen inlive-
in relationships as well, provided the
couplesharesan “mtent o marmy”.

Since the [PG Has e been feplaoed by
the Blirativalaya Sanhita {BNS), thepids:
mént il ety apply tothe comesponing
IS provisin: Section 85, The udgment,
deliverad on Monday by abenchof Tistioes
Sanyay Karol and N Kotiswar Singh, recogni-
s that women facing cruelty in domstic
Settings caniot be denied the protection of
undengoneaformiad niamiage.

The legal position until now
Section 4984 ofthe [PC penalises ahus-

band or his relatives for subecting 2
womnanto iy, Bevause the provision
enphicitly s the word “Huisbiand®, s ap:
plication was traditionally restricted to
fegallyvelid marages

Oy theyears, the Supreie Caurex:
panded this definirion to coversuch men
whoindicedawoman infa mamagethat
s lezally void orvoidable — for instance, |
by tiding a previous subsisting marriage
—hokding that suchmencannot chein tha
they were ot & Taishand” o escpep

ot be parmitted o evade crimingl re-
sponsiilty onthe platls ng \"al.tlu.a.'

istect i aw" This lad bi

e butdeyicsheisotabitiogbe-
Tore maiage. Thisditinton irsaid, Thas

totite Supeame Court.

Beyond void marriages

The Suprema Court could have dis-
u‘ﬂmdmeappea!by mm“mmemb

i marmiages,

raticial neus wilkithié obiecs of pre:
wenting domestioviolence and is a5 such
Mwmudm’.‘mﬁmm
talright toequality,

ﬂ']uﬂ!.heﬂ?.%dimotenm{gh

Diminethek
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