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Anaemia burden — iron alone is no solution

ndia’s anaemia burden is not in doubt. The

fifth National Family Health Survey

(NFHS-5) found that more than half of

women and about two-thirds of young
children are anaemic. In this context,
double-fortified salt (DFS) - fortified with iodine
and iron — is often proposed as a potentially
transformative solution. However, the case for
DFS rests on convenience: everyone consumes
salt, so why not add iron to it? But convenience is
not efficacy, and a policy that asks the country to
continue consuming salt to deliver iron deserves
closer scrutiny.

Iron fortification of salt is a vehicle that cuts
against public health. Indians consume, by most
estimates, roughly twice the five grams of salt a
day recommended by the World Health
Organization (WHO). About one in three adults
has hypertension, and India’s own
non-communicable disease (NCD) action plan
commits to a 30% relative reduction in salt intake.

DFS pulls in the opposite direction: its logic
depends on steady, generous salt consumption.
Households that reduce salt also reduce their iron
intake, while the label ‘double fortified” invites
the belief that more is fine. Calling DFS
compatible with sodium reduction is a gesture,
not a design.

The claim that salt is consumed in predictable
quantities regardless of income also needs
qualification. Intake varies by age, sex and region.
Adult men typically consume the most, while
young children and women consume the least.
The groups with the greatest need for iron may
therefore receive the smallest doses, while those
least likely to be anaemic get the most.

Iron is not a harmless nutrient
The body has no regulated way to excrete iron.
Iron can accumulate, promote oxidative stress
and has been linked to metabolic disease. In the
landmark 2006 Pemba trial in Tanzania, Africa,
iron and folic acid supplementation in children in
amalaria-endemic setting was associated with
increased hospitalisations and deaths. A Kenyan
trial published in 2015 found that iron-fortified
foods shifted infants’ gut flora toward pathogenic
bacteria and increased diarrhoea. India has large
malaria-endemic and poorly sanitised areas.

Haemoglobinopathies are a further concern.
Millions of Indians carry beta-thalassaemia, while
sickle cell disease is concentrated in tribal belts.
People with thalassaemia, especially those who
receive blood transfusions, are prone to iron
overload. In this population and settings such as
India, screening is not a very good safeguard, nor
is it practical. The Public Distribution System
(PDS), for example, reaches about 800 million
people; screening that many people before they
consume salt is simply unrealistic.

There is also the problem of stacking. Fortified
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rice is already distributed through multiple
platforms, including the Public Distribution
System (PDS), the Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti
Nirman (PM POSHAN) scheme and the Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme.
Iron-folic acid tablets are also distributed to
several groups. Adding DFS could mean that a
child or adolescent receives iron through three or
four government programmes at once. There
does not seem to be any published analysis of
cumulative iron intake across these programmes.
Without one, a ‘central flagship’ rollout would be
premature.

There is another dimension to consider: what
happens when iron interacts with food. The iron
in DFS is non-haem iron, whose absorption
depends heavily on the rest of the meal. The
typical Indian meal of cereals, millets and pulses
is rich in phytates, which bind iron. Polyphenols
in tea and coffee, as well as calcium in milk,
further reduce absorption. Non-haem iron
absorption from such meals is often low,
compared with the much higher absorption of
haem iron or iron consumed with vitamin C on
an empty stomach.

Salt is added during cooking and at the table,
so DFS is by definition taken with food. Much of
the iron fortificant remains unabsorbed and
reaches the colon, where it can feed the wrong
microbes. Efficacy trials with supervised delivery
and validated specifications do not show what
happens with household cooking losses, uneven
dosing and variable diets. Absorption is also
blunted in people with infection or inflammation,
because the hormone hepcidin blocks iron
uptake. Fortification therefore works least well
where infection burdens are highest.

Iron deficiency only in half of anaemia cases
Anaemia is not the same thing as iron deficiency.
Globally, roughly half of anaemia cases are
attributed to iron deficiency. India’s
Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey
(2016-18) measured biomarkers and found that
iron deficiency explained only part of the
anaemia in children and adolescents.

The rest comes from many causes: folate and
vitamin B12 deficiency, which are common in
vegetarian populations; chronic inflammation
and recurrent infections; hookworm; malaria;
poor sanitation; haemoglobinopathies; and
overall undernutrition, including low protein and
vitamin A. Early marriage and pregnancy,
adolescent undernutrition and menstrual losses
add to the picture. Measurement matters too,
since capillary haemoglobin readings and the
cut-offs used affect the prevalence figures, and
these are debated.

The Indian diet is certainly monotonous and
low in haem iron, but diet is only one pathway. A
single-nutrient fix applied to a multi-causal

condition will under-deliver, and may distract
from the diagnostics and sanitation investments
that matter. While a single nutrient solution is
unlikely to work, India’s revised strategy for
tackling anaemia — 7x7x7 approach — deserves
credit for inclusion of additional measures, to the
ongoing strategies.

But gaps remain. The programme still leans on
iron-folic acid tablets, despite well-documented
compliance challenges and gastrointestinal side
effects. Haemoglobin testing alone cannot
establish the cause of anaemia, while routine
testing for ferritin, vitamin B12 and inflammation
markers remains largely absent. “Eating Right”
risks becoming an awareness slogan unless it
addresses the affordability of foods for
households such as eggs, dairy, greens and
millets. Digital tracking tends to count tests and
tablets rather than health outcomes. Deworming,
malaria control, and water, sanitation and
hygiene remain at the margins. Making DFS a
flagship scheme would reintroduce the
one-solution thinking that the 7x7x7 framework is
meant to move beyond.

A better pathway

Peru reduced child anaemia by double digits in
the early 2010s. It made anaemia a political
priority, tracked children by name through health
contacts, combined iron supplements and
micronutrient powders with cash transfers, and
held regions accountable. Progress reversed
when the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted service
delivery, a reminder that outcomes depend on
sustained service delivery rather than a product.

Vietnam is often cited for sharp declines in
anaemia among women through weekly iron-folic
acid supplementation, deworming and fish sauce
fortified with sodium iron
ethylenediaminetetraacetate (NaFeEDTA), a form
of iron that is better absorbed in phytate-rich
diets. These measures were accompanied by
rising incomes and greater dietary diversity. Even
Vietnam’s fortification strategy was carefully
matched to local diets and paired with other
measures. Neither case shows that a one fortified
food can tackle anaemia on its own.

India should not scale up DFS nationally
without more groundwork. It should first conduct
monitored district-level pilots that measure
ferritin, haemoglobin and inflammation, assess
cumulative iron exposure across programimes,
and monitor potential harm in malaria-endemic
and haemoglobinopathy-prone areas.

Fortification should be targeted rather than
universal and use better-absorbed iron forms.
Meanwhile, greater investment should go towards
diagnostics to identify the causes of anaemia,
deworming, sanitation and affordable access to
diverse foods. Anaemia has multiple causes and
cannot be solved by an additive in the salt bottle.
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What the BRICS carbon market partnership needs

n September 12, at the 18th BRICS Summit
0 in New Delhi, the New Delhi Declaration

confirmed that BRICS members look
forward to implementing the Memorandum of
Understanding on the BRICS Carbon Markets
Partnership. The commitment remains modest:
on capacity-building and experience-sharing,
with no trading framework, targets or timeline.
The Rio summit acknowledged the memorandum
in 2025, and New Delhi has reiterated it. With
India’s BRICS presidency entering its final
quarter, operationalising the partnership requires
not so much a common trading platform as a
common rulebook.

Eight BRICS members reportedly operate
voluntary markets, and Brazil, China, India and
Indonesia host over a third of the carbon credit
projects registered worldwide. Compliance
systems are maturing, too. China’s emissions
trading system (ETS) — added steel, cement and
aluminium through its 2024-25 allocation plan.
India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) has
notified emission-intensity targets for 490 entities
across nine sectors and opened an offset
mechanism. Brazil's Law of 2024 establishes the
Brazilian Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading
System (SBCE), a cap-and-trade system. However,
none of these markets is linked to another.

Divergence and a common framework

China and India allocate to output-based
emissions-intensity benchmarks, while Brazil is
establishing an absolute emissions cap. The
offset-credit rules of these carbon markets look
inward; China’s compliance market admits only
China Certified Emission Reduction credits; India
admits only projects begun after January 1, 2025,
and requires them to be exclusive; and Brazil will
accept credits only under methedologies
accredited by a yet-to-be-constituted body. The
legal status of carbon units varies too. In Brazil,
the securities regulator oversees the market,
while in India, carbon credit certificates are
traded on power exchanges under regulations
issued by the Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC). Thus, the same tonne of

Shashank Pandey
A 1991 Fellow with
the Mercatus Center
at George Mason
University,
Washington DC. He is
working on carbon
market operations in
Uttar Pradesh

BRICS can turn
fragmented
carbon markets
into a
coordinated
trading
framework

abatement is a different legal instrument in each
jurisdiction.

A common framework for measurement,
reporting and verification (MRV) should therefore
be the partnership’s first deliverable. BRICS’s own
2025 Principles for Fair, Inclusive and
Transparent Carbon Accounting already call for
comparing producers with peers under similar
conditions, using granular default values, and
interoperable systems that yield comparable
outcomes. The Delhi Declaration does not carry
these forward, though it commits members to
interoperable standards for low-emission
hydrogen and welcomes progress on cooperation
among national standards bodies.

The urgency comes from outside. The
European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) entered its definitive phase in
January 2026; the United Kingdom follows in
January 2027. Both charge for carbon embedded
in imports of steel, aluminium, cement, fertilizer
and hydrogen, crediting a carbon price paid at
origin only when supported by verified evidence.

The U.K.’s recognition of India’s CCTS in
August 2026 shows how this works: London
decided unilaterally, and relief depends on a form
completed by an ISO 14065-accredited verifier.
Each exporting country negotiates alone, and
exporters without verified data face punitive
default values.

Linking domestic carbon projects
A BRICS rulebook would do three things: set
common monitoring rules, consistent with ISO
14064, for sectors exposed to border adjustment;
mutually recognise verifiers accredited by
members’ national accreditation bodies, as BRICS
customs authorities are pursuing for authorised
economic operators; and harmonise registry data
fields. Members would gain a collective reference
point in dealings with foreign regulators, while
exporters would benefit from a single compliance
pathway.

The Declaration calls the CBAM unilateral,
punitive and discriminatory, but opposition
carries greater weight when backed by a credible,

verifiable accounting standard.

The second test is a small pilot exchange
project that credits domestic markets. Article 6.2
of the Paris Agreement provides the legal basis
for bilateral transfers of mitigation outcomes with
corresponding adjustments. India has a Joint
Crediting Mechanism with Japan Two or three
members could mutually recognise
methodologies where each already has approved
methods, and count a capped volume of
authorised units from a partner registry within
the domestic offset limit.

Such a pilot would expose friction.
Corresponding adjustments mean that the host
country cannot count the mitigation towards its
own nationally determined contribution.
Cross-border settlement would involve capital
account regulations and the legal classification of
the carbon unit, issues for the BRICS Payment
Task Force to address. Registries would need to
exchange serial numbers and retirement data to
prevent double issuance. The pilot’s value would
lie less in the volume of credits traded than in
turning each friction into a defined drafting
question with an institutional owner.

Using existing institutions
The New Development Bank could host a shared
registry data facility or a purchasing facility for
pilot units. The new dialogue on aligning carbon
markets with adaptation could direct a share of
intra-BRICS transfer proceeds to adaptation, as
the Article 6.4 mechanism does, giving members
with limited mitigation potential a stake.
Members’ interests diverge where China’s scale
would make it the price-setter, sanctions
complicate settlement, and several members
compete in steel and aluminium exports. Full
linkage of compliance markets is neither likely
nor desirable for now. Common MRV rules and a
methodology-level pilot differ: both are low-cost,
preserve regulatory autonomy, and strengthen
domestic compliance markets. A memorandum
confined to capacity building is a reasonable
beginning, but a ¢ rulebook would turn
the partnership into a functioning market.




GS 2: COMPARATIVE POLITICS
THE HINDU PAGE: 09

A blue tsunami: historic sweep by Democrats in U.S. mid-terms

Across Senate, TTouse and Governorships. Democrats make significant gains in a sharp rebuke of the Trump administration

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis

n what has been described as

a “blue tsunami”, the Demo-

cratic Party ended unified Re-
publican control of Washington,
D.C., recapturing both the House
of Representatives and the Senate
in the mid-term elections. Riding a
wave of discontent with the Do-
nald Trump presidency, Demo-
cratic candidates outperformed
expectations in both Houses of
Congress.

The Democrats flipped Senate
seats in seven of the States held by
the Republicans — Texas, Ohio,
South Carolina, lowa, Maine,
North Carolina and Kansas (Table
1). The nationwide surge carried
Democrats to Senate wins in Repu-
blican strongholds such as Texas,
Kansas and South Carolina, while
races in Alaska and Mississippi re-
mained too close to call. As Chart
3 shows, no Democrat has been
elected from most of these States
in decades, especially in what is
considered a period of sharp po-
larisation in American politics.

Many of these States, along with
others in Table 1 were those that
Mr. Trump carried in the 2024
elections with more than a 10 per-
centage point lead. If results in
Alaska and Mississippi where De-
mocrats are leading marginally,
turn out in their favour, the party
will control 56 seats in the Senate
to the Republicans’ 44. The 56 in-
cludes two independents who cau-
cus with the Democrats.

As mentioned in our previous
Data Point on Monday, the econo-
my, future of democracy, health-
care and education were the key
issues for American voters and the
record of the Trump administra-
tion had driven its approval ratings
to historic lows.

Even as Mr. Trump tried to mo-
bilise Republican voters despite
not being on the ballot, the Demo-

——

crats managed to convert anti-in-
cumbency against the President to
strong support across the country.

Unprecedented gains

The scale of the upsets is clearer in
historical terms. In Texas, where
analysts also pointed to the weak-
ness of the Republican nominee,
Ken Paxton, the Democrat James
Talarico, a former schoolteacher
and State legislator, won by more
than 12 percentage points to be-
come the first Democrat elected to
the Senate from the State since
1988. Adam Hamilton’s win in Kan-
sas is the party’s first there since
1932, and Annie Andrews is the
first Democrat South Carolina has
sent to the Senate since 1998. In
Mississippi, Scott Colom led by just
43 votes with nearly 97% of ballots
counted. If he holds on, he will be
the State’s first Democratic senator
elected since 1982.

In the House, the Democrats
have won 228 seats to the Republi-
cans’ 139. With several races yet to
be called, particularly in Demo-
cratic-leaning California, outlets
like The New York Times project
that the tally could exceed 250
seats, a commanding majority.

Control of both chambers, once

Historic
urnaround

The data for the charts were sourced from
Associated Press, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Election Data lab, South Carolina
Election Commission and Texas Secretary of
State. In Chart 3C. 1990 elections were ignored
because the Republicans won without a contest

TABLE 1: Margins in Senate races in few battleground

States, compared with Donald Trump'’s margins in 2024.
Margins are in percentage points

the new Congress is sworn in Janu-
ary 2027, gives Democrats a firm
check on Mr. Trump for the last
two years of his term. He retains
his veto, but Democrats can block
his legislative agenda and use their
control of government funding to
c in his administration, in-
cluding by refusing to fund the war
in Iran. A Democratic Senate can
also reject or stall his nominees to
the judiciary and the Cabinet.

The party’s resurgence extend-
ed to the governorships too: De-
mocrats will hold at least 28 of the
50 gubernatorial posts, up from
24. These gains will matter in fu-
ture election cycles. In Texas, new-
ly elected Gina Hinojosa will be the
first Democratic Governor since
1995. In most States, governors
can veto redistricting maps drawn
by legislatures, giving Democrats a
means to resist gerrymandering.

___

CHART 3A: A Democrat has been elected as Senator from South
Carolina for the first time since 1998
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Science should move past ‘top 2%’ label

ndian scientists, like

scientists everywhere,

deserve recognition

for the work they do
in advancing knowledge.
International visibility is one
such form of recognition.
Recent media reports stated
that India’s presence in the
“top 2% scientists’
database” is on the rise.
Irrespective of whether
Indian scientists are
included in these lists or
not, many of them make
important research
contributions. Their work
must be recognised on its
own merits. However, it
becomes a concern when
inclusion in a database
becomes a target or when
exclusion is mistaken for
lack of worth.

John Loannidis and his
collaborators, the creators
of the “top 2% scientists’
database”, have cautioned
against treating inclusion in
the database as conclusive
evidence of research
excellence. First, the
database relies on
publication and citation
records from Scopus
without checking for their
originality. Second, the
accuracy of author profiles
and classification of
disciplines affect the results.

regional languages.

There are problems with
how the database’s main
impact scores (which have
become the measure of
research quality) are
calculated. For multi-author
papers, one of the factors
that contributes to the score
is an author’s position in the
list of authors. The order of
authors can have different
meanings across disciplines.
Moreover, the database
provides scores both
including and excluding
self-citations. But the
citation counts alone do not

-
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tell us whether a paper is
being appreciated,
challenged or merely
mentioned. In an analysis
shared online in 2023, John
Philip examined the list
based on scientists' work up
to 2022 and reported that 12
of 71 physics Nobel laureates
and two of 66 chemistry
laureates from 1998-2022
were missing. These
examples show how
scientists whose work may
be of significant scientific
merit can also be excluded
from the database.

Implications for research
Science journalists play an
important role in explaining
scientific advances to the
general public. A 2026 study
in Scientometrics found
science journalists, such as
Clare Dyer and Jacqui Wise,
included in the 2025 ‘top 2%
scientists’” database’. While
the work of both scientists
and science journalists
deserves respect for
different reasons, inclusion
in the database does not, by
itself, distinguish original
research from science
reporting. The same study
also identified an author in
the list with 217 retracted
papers. This shows that the
database has limitations that
cannot be ignored.

What implications could
this have for Indian science
ifinclusion in the database
begins to influence research
choices? In some areas, the
researcher may be required
to work for several years
before research outcomes
reach a conclusive shape.
Also, years of sustained
effort is required in both
basic research and research
aimed at solving practical
problems. A young scientist
may feel pressure to choose
a popular research topic
because of its likely
potential to attract more
citations rather than

focusing on their own ___ _

\interests. India needs both 1
fundamental research and }
‘practical solutions without |
imaking inclusion in the “tops
2% scientists’ database” the E

o 1

" International reséarch ~
assessment initiatives are
evolving in how they assess
scientific contributions. For
example, applicants to the
Swiss National Science
Foundation are asked not to
include citation counts,
journal and institutional
rankings in their CVs. The
objective is to assess their
research contributions for
its quality rather than these
parameters. Indian scientific
contributions also need to
be recognised in a similar
comprehensive manner.

Consider

Chandrayaan-3's landing in
the Moon'’s south polar
region. It was a team effort
combining advanced
instruments, engineering
and scientific insight.
Similar contributions
include IIT Madras's SHAKTI
microprocessors, NexCARI9
cancer therapy developed
by IIT Bombay, Tata
Memorial Centre and
ImmunoACT, India’s
indigenous 4G technology
stack and Serum Institute’s
CERVAVAC vaccing. The
scientists invo in these
contributions may or may
not be part of the “top 2%
scientists’ database”, but
their work has clearly
advanced knowledge, led to
practical applications and
improved the lives of
people. It is this evidence
that matters. To strengthen
science, it is necessary to
recognise those who
discover, build, explain or
enable others to do so.
Recognising scientific
contributions in all their
forms can support Indian
scientists to pursue
meaningful research.
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From poverty alleviation to prosperity |

India has reduced extreme poverty. but its high prosperity gap shows that millions remain far from a comfortable standard of iving: informal work. stagnant
wages and limited employment opportunities continue to constrain upward mobilicy

sonakshi Garg

rom the poverty income ruler

line provided by the recent

World Bank estimates, India has

recorded one of the fastest
extreme income-poverty declines in the
warld, a5 per irs Latest ¢ and
brief, which highlighes that between 201
and 2023, an estimated 496 million
people moved out of poverty, with
extreme income-hased poverty (33/per
day) declining 10 2.6%.

For the same period, the share
populition living below the lower
micdle-dncome country line (54.20/day,
:‘om m)ﬁeilfmm ST.7% to 1640

poverty indicators, as per
BPH}'S Mukl-dinmonnl I"\ow]‘.udm:
abso 1

poventy numbsers, i.e. Trom 53.8% n
200506 10 16.4% in lﬂl&k‘l

The figures undoubtedly reflect that
India has managed to reduce extreme
poverty at a faster pace, even though one
has 1o lu_ epin mind the current (ve
stape of development
position with respect to its measurement
caleulus, as determined by
poverty-measure fine used,
developed country (53per d &
and middle-income: dn.'vt_lnmng countries
(LMIDGC) $4.2/per day).

I we mlm‘-!hn nppor middle-income
(UMIDE) poverty-measurement lne,
which is where India would like to be
positioned for becoming more Viksit than
now, this Hve would be defined as $8.30
per person per day as of current
estimates, A% per this measure, 80% of
India's population would currently be
below this poverty line of $5.30,
applicable for an aspiring
upper-middle-income country,

The conversian for $8.30/day may
come to roughly 2800 a day per person,
with o menthly pay working out toabont
224,000, which, even by current living
standards across cites in India, is not
y-speak of. And so, in that contest,
80% of Indians still earn Jess than
224,000 per month (55 per thie $8.30/per
ey measure).

lrrt'spc\'[i\'e af which line or

afthe

Indias

GETTYIMAGES

per day (in 2001 | power parity
terms). Henee, the average consumption
levels across India's populition will need
o increrse by a fector of 4.9 to reach the
desired standard of prosperity.

Since improvernents in the earmings of
poarer persons contribute more
stenificantly to reducing the prosperity
gap. India's score of 4.9 leads to the
implication that despite substantial
reduction in poverty, the nation must still
strive for prosperity. A closer inquiry into
the World Bank's poverty estimates

rose from 14.6% to 15.9%
{01 FY2025 to Q1 FY2027).

The data suggest that individuals
exiting poverty are being met with weak
Jjobs and uncertain routes to
middle-income subgroups. CUI\M.‘quLHﬂ)‘

Beyond the poverty line
bl gain = peniiety eeduictian i yat 1o
slate i secure livelihoods and a better
selal Ihing

THE GI

-

The Woeld Bank's prosperity
B3P measures how far Incomes
are fram the global benchmark
528 pér person pér day;
Ingia’s seare of 4. points to
the scale of the income
increase required

-

Hearly 64% of Indians fall in
the £4.20-58.30 daily income
band, highlighting the
concentration of the
papuiation just aboue the
Iever-middie-income paverty
thrirshald

-

Poar-quality luman {apuL.\I

Table 3; The 54.20-54.3
far the largest share of
Band {2023y | Shareo’ Factor
12023) | peope |
Bebaw $3.00
A 0901
$2.0080 5430 ity
otnan tyeu | 2Ato | avowtz2z
seamosann onow | S50 | SRS
Abovesa30 | pogey | BAlSW | atmost
capital markets' as riddled with a plethora

of fee-charging private providers of
education and health, in which quality i
difficult to determine, and services &re a
consumption and an investment. Pakd
schooling and care do not alway

the underlying Fictors explai the
friction ina shift o a prosperos life
Imply that while employment is
expanding, the quality of available jobs is
concerning.

For Instance, the ILO India
Employment Report 2024 found that

reveals this marked unevenness in
development.

I 2023, an estimated 2.6% of the
population lved below $3.00.4 day (the
extreme poverty lined, 16.15% below 54,20
{the fower-middle-income lne) and 80.0%
below $8.30 (the upper-middie-income
line}, Caleulating the difference between

suceessive thresholds, about 64% of the
population lay between $4.20 and §8.30.
These p(n.mwgt'amsl ]I'| m[rmn,g i

income: |mm position, ene has to
intersectionally relate this to assessing
whether Indians, d
extreme poverty
becoming more pm&nmnus or not. Lifting
millions above the extreme poverty line
represents busic progress; however, it
does not, in fsolation, establish that the
population Ilas acouired better

fonal status, soci
onpommltl-cs or a better standard of
Hwing over time. Understanding the
distance between escaping povert;
attaining prosperity is therefore crl
holisticatly ev:
economic growth is nclusive.

Measuring the prosperity gap
‘The prosperity gapis an indicator
adopted by the World Bank that measures
Fow faur a society is from the baseline
standard of prosperity, Introduced to
promaote the goal of prosperity, the
eriteria aim o ncrease sensitivity to
distributional issues, shifiing the

i ding of

of the
wl hh his the average, across .1II ;)cnplc of
$25 divided by each person’s dally
income. The resulting gap is the Betor by
which that pe e Ircommie sl rise to
reach the benchmark. For instance, a
person o-.ming $8.30) newds a factor of 1.4

1y 90% of India's workers
wele Enformally emploved, with
self-employment accounting for 55.8% of
employment in 2022 The 2025 PLFS
anral report provided only a modest
rellef, with regular wage work noted o
have risen from ZZ4% in 2024 to anly
Z1.6% in 2025,

Informality Is reinforced by research
that unvells that an increase in
empoyment can be the result of distress,
rather than opporiunity. Using PLFS data,
it has been recorded that the share of
unpaid family helpers among all workers
increased from 12.41% in 200718 1o [W10%
in 2023-24. This leads to an m\.fbﬂllnal:
deduction that
dews not necessarily transkite to an

10 e com

Hence, it can be estimated that the
63.9% between $4.20 and $8.30
constitute the largest share of 4.9, leading
to the inference that India’s prosperity
gap remaing high because many Indians
who have left poverty requine their
incomes o rise three to sevenfold (o
reach prosperity (Table 1)

This estimate Indlcates that this
aspirational upward hike is difficulr, and
the factors that huve helped escape
poverty are not necessarily the same as

those pecded to achieve p

n af well-paying, tertiary secton
jobs,

Ome of the stroagest indicators that the
market is ot functioning at its best is the
fact that young entranis face the harshest
undercurrents when entering the
workforce. NCAER'S analysis of the Time
Ulse Survey 2024 found that only 46.7% of
- 29-year-olds were employed, with
occupational opportunities varying across
Stiles.

the intended human capital
Tormation, miaterialising In graduates
being unable to convert their bvestments
Into employment opporiunities.

A paradex that minimises the gains
sought to follow increased employment Is

& even when people are cmployed,
their earmingé may not be sulficient 10
nnsclge them into a more comfortable
economic position. This can occur
becise real wages have remained
hvoadly flar, as observed by the World
Bank brief, and substantiated by the TLO's
India Employment Report 2024, which
pegged

The report highlights that being able to
consumie has very litthe 1o do with one’s
Job security, If earnings are not adjusted
to the inflationary currents of the marker.
India has proven thin it can combat
poverty; however, it is yet to prove that it
can foster prosperity. Even though m.
have breached the paverty line, the
[rOAPETILY gap ren 5 A caution that for
an average Indian, abbe, combortabbe
life is still cut of reach.

For Indians, the jourmey from escaping
poverty to aitaining prosperity will

fre tackling strudtural and
institutional barriers that dictate who can
progress and who only survive. The
country has already achieved the frst
bagic feat in extreme income poverty.
Now, th: focis for an aspiring couniry o

3 statistical
phenomenon, hml(hnﬁ a secure
socko-economic Hfe s a

unemplcwad youth in 2022. This

1|xemslntﬂ!!€ figiires: pertin to become developed would reguire a
the educated youth, as wThe shift in supporting more
P 'lmllsl 2024, ed d i growth that secures
peaple accoumted fir aind promiises better liveliloods, effective
1 markets appmuhmdy 65.7% of India's Tuman capital-building services, and

genuine economic and social

betwwnthe qwlﬂw:imm Youmg people

development away from averige per

capita income, and emphasising that

rewth should benefit the least
S0k

prosperity gap is 4.9, ¥ agalnst

Jal Rot-driven wizid
evidence suggesis that 1ndms Ialxuur

uppurmmbesmihﬁ,: o m:m

market is still pot
the firs: event Into the m'nmi. ﬂlewol‘ld
Bk Brief itself ags thiis fssue by stating
that ma! earnings are broadly flat,

din

the global benchmark of $28 per person

growth is
Tow-producsivity work, and youth

leds striving to
enter the middie class rhrmq(h improved
aducation and healthea
buying services they may m
easily evaluate when selecting.
Das and Dobbin describe ‘human

P roiss the soch i
pyramid. The road to doing that seems far
ahead at this point.

(Deepanshu Mohan is Dean and Profesior
of Economics al 0P, Jindal Global
University. He Is a Visiting Professor at LSE
and University of Ouford, Sonakshi Gangt is
@ Senior Research Assistant af Centre for
New Economies Studies, O.R findal Clobal
Lindversity}

seniees,
inferrmal worl k and the
mismateh botwoen
edusational qualifications and
available jobs 3poﬂo
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Look beyond old
climate fault lines

NION ENVIRONMENT Minister Bhupender Yadav’s

statement ahead of the 31st climate COP in Antalya,

Turkey, is significant. “India is yet to decide on pledg-

ingsupport for a proposed global ‘35 by 2035’ electrifi-
cation target, and every country has to take into account its sov-
ereignty and poverty-eradication programmes,” he said. The “35
by 35” target is a global energy initiative proposed by the COP’s
co-presidencies, Turkey and Australia. It envisages scaling up
electricity’s share in global energy use, from 23 per cent in 2023
to 35 per cent by 2035. Several developed countries also support
electrification as a low-hanging fruit in the transition away from
fossil fuels. India, in contrast, has prioritised renewables. As
underlined by Yadav, Delhi hasn’t committed to allocating a fixed
share of electricity in its energy mix. Its emphasis on national cir-
cumstances is reasonable, given that developing countries face
weaker grids, financially stressed utilities and limited capacity to
invest in new technologies. At the same time, India should heed
the changing contours of climate diplomacy.

India is among a small group of countries that have made
steady progress in meeting their Paris commitments. However,
itsrecord of early delivery, particularly on energy-related targets,
has invited criticism that India’s targets themselves are not suf-
ficiently ambitious. This critique is unfair. Not only does it under-
play the bottlenecks in developed countries on renewables, but
it also pays short shrift to the Global North'’s persistent failure to
honour its financial and technology commitments.

Yet, confronting the climate crisis with greater urgency isin
India’sown developmental and strategic interests. Climateaction
also offers Delhi an opportunity to seek leadership of the Global
South. It stewardsinstitutions like the International Solar Alliance
and the Coalition for Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure. At COP31
and beyond, it needs to find ways to leverage their full potential.
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Sumrr Prasan

FVERY CONFERENCE of Farties to the
Uniter] Nations Framewatk Convention on
Clinsate Change UNFCOC iow atriveswith
aslogan, Turkey has branded COF31 the
"COPofthe Punue The 0P of mplenien-
Lation” Egyptpromisedan ‘implementation
COF" at COPI7, as cid Bragl yth COP30. A
libvel liemed thaee tirmes i Gve stiminlrs
tidks micartig ncthing Antalya should eiye
itvenfiablemesning: Repo pogress, show
finance, and trackvolimtary targets,

Tuekeyand Australia had bidrohostand
presideover COPAL and settied onacivision:
oy hoss, hokds the presidencyand lexds
the pensiegetiazed Actlon Agenda, whils
Austrzlia seeers the negotiations,

Butwha: doss an “mplementation” COP
mean? Climare COPS tematn negotiaring
fonaison isties ke ritizstion, adaptaticn,
anid financebue thequestons hvechanged
singe the Parls Agreement’s rules wers
adopted a COMM and finalised At PTG,
Negotlators once sked what needs tobe
donzandwhowilldoit; theyhowask howit
sl edoneand whete wesland,

Presidencies ncreasingly iean
on e action azenda o make the
C0P an implementation pladocm,
Voslunlary anel consersus-ree, i
rallics o stare ators o climate
pleciges e gains traction faster
than negotiated autcomes, The
COP3lactionagenda setsvaluntary
2035 targes: Raising electrizity 1o

Analysis by the Council on
Energy, Environmentand
Water inds that of 203
cooperative climate initiatives
launched sinee 2013 around5
percent havemed theiroouls

S5 percent of fingl encryy demand, halving
plobalwaste growth, and cutting energy-use
interssity in buildings byat last 25 per e,
Traction, however, [ nordelivery: Analysis
bythe Councilon Eneeay, Envionmetirand
Water linds thatof 203 cooperative cimae
Inblativeslaunchedsince 2015 anly arotnd
5perent Havectir thefr goals,

Littcler the UNFCCE, Implementation
TS countries meeking the Paris Agree-
et sabligmtions, The 2085 NationsllyDe-
termine] Contributions(NDCsweredugin
February 2026, vet COP3Ls president s still
Urgingcountriescosubimit, Thesecondbien-
nial transpatency teports are due oy De-
cember 31, By late October, only Calambia
andd Turkey hac fled, Thesummit meantto
showease impleeentation might close be
fore rrizhof e evidenee rhves,

ALS eor, hawever, implementation
Tmedrts sharing progess azgingt commit-
ments, For develuping conmtries; climatefis
nance from developed countries matiers
most, They need moneyoo both absotbun-
avoldable Impacts dnd 1 cut pre-
venmablzemissions. Withour, one
may be paid for at the expenseof
thesthie: Forsmall Bland devedop
i stubes, hust diveluped couns
tics, and ather villnerable states,
NI implementation is the ba-
mosmeter for L3°C, Because thiskeadls
thegoilof mitigation, theGlobal
Northuss it to hold the Global

Three steps COP should
take for tangible outcomes

Sonth aceountable for progress on Fheir
NDCs, whict the acter reads & the fomer
shifiine scrutiny ftom their own NDCs,

P31 will welgh the questians using
UINFCOL seroecatiar eeports, includlng on
NDC Synthesls, BTR Synthesis, and the na-
tonaladaptation plans pregtess. These foed
Tt suchias che shinistertal diatogue on
climate finance and the Fciliative, Mult:
Interal Consideration of Progress, where
e sHAre pLoTEss, lssoms anid concems,
Noregnfiiroes delivery,

Three steps could give the label sub-
stance, First, Turkey, having filed its B2
equly, could press every parmy tosubiuit on
timeand anchor Antalyas discnssionsinthe
synithests fodings Secand cevdlipad cowns
ties stoiled ke thele biermnial communica:
oo o lfrmate fnaiog, with figuresonde-
Iivered and promised finance. Thied the
presiclency could, comumiit o ananalpub-
Hereparton progress st it 05 st
givingvahintary pledgesa scorecard TrsCli-
mire Implementation Bridge, meanttomim
national elimate and adaptation prioritles
info investable projects, should mees the
same vardstiek. The successol a COP hasto
be measured by what the crisls demands.
Showeasing irmplemenlalion has becomea
sl of commeniement and g building.

Thewritar & 2anior praqrsmme leadl
[ouincion Enery, Fvimnment
an Water, ViEwsare persong,

S S G
ceweparate powerand & demind torerhink the Derncrtic Pary's
Eponomiz agenda.

I he election was ultimately about restoring consticutional
checksandbalances, Voters appeat tohave concluded that Con-
gress Nad becoms too deferential to an assertive presidency,
Democraticaonuol of ot chandess ooukd re-gslablish an -
poa: meastre ol instinonal accountabiliey

For Teurp, Ui consequences coubd be consklerslle, Cone
pressional tnvestigations, beartngs on i, seeutiny of tariils,
omghear comiirmmation battlesand the prospact ol impeachment
el mmughes it hancher forthe Whine Hause to zovem by fiat and
conenerdiplomacybyimpulse. Republicans looking catheirawn
political fistures may also begin distancing themselves from a
weakenad lame-duck President.

The Demactars et afford complacency. Thell vicery was
defven far mote by an ant-Tramp backlash than a tnging en-
dorsement of thedr own platfonm, They must offer credible
ansswers onlhieeconormy imzraion. bealheareamd Amedcay
g e worldl

Fior e st o e wiorld, the results carmya messiage heyond
American domestic poltics, Allies unsettled by Trump trang-
actional approich may find some reassurinGe instronger insti-
tusiongl checks, while adversaries may3es an opperoimity totest
anadministeation facing greater domestic resistance.

Truump anid his MAGA faithful hiad bapore the Jodestar for
fight-wing populist mavementsworkdwide, providing ideological
resprraion aved political legitimacy, This revarsal could reverbers
ate internutianally. Bocent sethacks tn Hungary and Serbla, and
Ll Il LulacaSihasvictoryovee Flavio Bolsonan in Beazil,
e o wikler challenges for thisbeand ol poliics,

Thecentrl message s clear: Ametican democracy s dem-
omstrated its capacity for cormeition, The President now has a
chiice, e can moderare his approach, respect institutionalin-
dependenre, abandon the politicsaf perperial confrentarion and
exercise grealer rescraint in forelgn policy, O he could doutle
dovwn, nlame disloval Republicans, atcack his pelitical opponents
andseekingovernthroughan even more ageressiveassenion of
presidential authoty.

Pk T isover, Whether e President recgnise s
seality o spernds his vemaising bwo vears fohting it will shape
st ety the firalchipterofhis presicency bt also the legaoy hie

legyesbehind,

The uriter is & former Nigh comimissionsr ta Candcia
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Why a Democrat-controlled House won’t mean smooth sailing on trade deal

W1 DUTTA MISTRA

‘THE DEMOCRATIC Party has pulled of a
sweeping victory in the 2026 Us midierm

15, which could continue t
spell trouble for trade partners across the
globe. In fact, soen after the results, Trump
posted a photograph of a red cap em-
blazoned with the word "VETO" onhisTruth
Social platform, Indeed, he told Fox News
that he would work with Democrats on is-
SUesSUC il i but

veroany “insane” billsthey passed.
Restelts could embolden Trump

elections, aking ofboth legis-
Tative bodies that comprise the US Con-
gress — the House of

With the elections out of the way, the Us
“Trade USTR}

§ fCUAL

w0
Into when a

which is the Lower House, and the Senate,
the Upper House, The decisive results —
driven by a cost-of-living erisis worsened
by President Donald Trump's tariffs and
‘waron Iran — have now fuelled hopes.ofa

Sector or @ country's production capaeity
exceeds the demand in the marker. (n-
creased supply can push down prices and
affect manufacturers in other countries,

able trade policy inthe US,
This will alse come assome relfefra
India, which among the h:

Thig i i being carried our
uider Section 301 of the US Trade Act of
1974 — the‘ﬂump aq.rmm!u'uuqr_l '3 latest

tries that faced steep tariffs but managed
o avoid getting entangled in a one-sided

routeto
Carrently, tariffs on most countriesex-
ceptChinaremaininthe 10to12.5% range.

thatwould

and pushed for access

But mirie the final
rates and form the basis on which trade

partners, wlia,

sitive sectors such as agriculture. The in-
‘creased scrutiny from a Demacrat-con-
trolled US Congress, experts said, could
result in more practical asks from Ameri-

hasbeen

will be renewed,
So, after the midterm setback, will
“Prump tamp down such act
Unlikely. Mohan Kumar, a former In-
dian mnlm\.ndm that a domestically
President in the last rerm: fefh

marked by :m unusually frequent use of

Ira nym ing, more free to dothings abroad.

odand in-
ns the same

50, the President’s

flict harm abroad cither res
as before or may even increase. “We will
have to wait and sce how this affcets the
relatively unpredictable occupamt of the
White House,” he said.

“Congressional imprimatur has not
been sought by successive Presidents for
several policy Initiatives, Obama issued 35
executive orders, George Bush issued 42,
Biden issued 162 executive orders in fust
oneterm. President Trump has a)readyis~

versity, (Kumar was speaking in fis per-
sonalcapaciy).

The former ambassador alsa said that
there is no such thing as a “lame duck”
American President when it comes to for-
cign, security or even trade palicy.

“President Trump will likely continue
todo things he did before. Forexample, in
June of this year, both the House and the
Senate passed 4 "War Powers Resolution'
directing President Trump to end hostil-
ities with Iran. mseplembct. Congress

sued a whopping
Justwo years, S0 expect rulebkudve
decree, whether the Congress likes it or
not;” said Kumar, who is the Director Gen-
eral of the Morwani Jadeja Institute for
American Studies, OP Jindal Glebal Uni-

Upto 60% Off On |
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: be
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eto-proof
majorities, President Trump used a na-
tonal interest “waiver” to nullify the sanc-
tons, So,expect President Tramp 1o resort

Democrat-conirolled Congress
Oneofthemainfactorsbehind the elec-
tion results is th "

Bipartisan policyon trade
Trade experts, however, peinted out
thatboth bl wl Democrats have

over! i
Behind these high prices are Trump’s tarifis
= whmn burden, as rﬁ:ard\ hasshown.

oftent i henitcomes
totrade policy 'md nnrcalmg with China,
WhIIETfLImD is brlleved o ha\’E aban-

andhxswarnnlmn swhich resulted in the

luding
chnrldmdaammmum(wm) iLwas

b
nl’me Strait of Hormuz,

Several US polls alsoshowed that publi
opinion in the Ushas shifted when it comes
to tariffs. An ABC News poll found 64% of
respondentssaid theuse of tardfts had gone
twofar. ACouncil on Foreign Relations poll
sshowed 83% blamed high tariffs foratleast

wmoreof this for
ofhis mandate;” h said.

yeal

Corrmst Now to Aret the Disceunt

[v87501 87501 |

[E—r———

partiallydriving ;
US-based thinl tank Hudson Institute

said Dy anintentto

under the Obama that the

appointment of judges to the trade body

began to blocked. This eventually resulted

in the WT0 beeoming dysfunctional —
he way forth

“The adverse midterm results won't
change President Donald Trump'strade di-
if ath I

licans now favour economic nationalism,

Trump’s i firade
policy while reg

chains,” said T mradeof-
ﬁccr and founder of the thinktank Global

uin ion for their post
election position, I)emmmnclcaderc have

Initiative. SinceT

already surfaced ideas fo
[mlo\nrtr?dcmhq,tlm inkrank s:

Tocalu
pposture will remain intact, he said.

“Thelikely

Congess, Trump willlikely

FinanceCommittes,
over trade, Ron Wyden, and the presumed
Majority L Eader (.haﬂes‘;chumer havein-
troduced

tion 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962
and Section 301 — uslng executive orders,

Schumer’s bill would of the

Treasury

laws invoked by Trump, as well as the
Wldelv usad Section 301 authority on "un-
d i

age
failing against Russia, China, and Iran,
Trump needs a quick win. Expect

praceices’ to ustify
UO“S: the report said.

to prove American clour,” said Srivastava.




	1. THE HINDU
	2. THE INDIAN EXPRESS

