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The Gulfis calling and New Delhi must listen

or decades, India’s relationship with
West Asia operated under a doctrine of |
deliberate ambiguity and even of some
strategic distance. Delhi treated the

“Middle East” primarily as an economic

hinterland: a critical source of crude oil, a reliable

destination for outbound labour, and a vital

conduit for remittances. When

regional crises
flared, Indian foregn policy defaulted to hedging,

g power
centres such as Riyadh, Tehran, Tel Aviv, and Abu |
Dhabi without tying itself 1o the security

obligations of any single capital. Of late, we called |
that approach *multi-alignment”.

‘What worked until now

But while India was careful to be friendly to all, it
was not too friendly toany, in an effort not to
offend any of the various capitals in the mix. The
Iogic was clear: there was much to be gained from |
all parties in what was widely seen to be a likely
West Asian economic renaissance, The region
was seen through a macroeconomic vision that
highlighted its convenient geographic features, its
immense natural resources of oil and gas, massive
capital accumulation, and its receptivity to
imported labour and skills, of which India has a
surplus. In this framing, the global economic
centre of gravity was seen as inexorably shifting
away from an aging, debt-burdened West toward
a highly dynamic Asia, positioning West Asia as
the ultimate maritime and terrestrial bridge
between a declining West and a nsmg East.

Thié defensive and "
posture served India well in an emw]m'l the
United States stood as the undisputed guarantor
of West Asian security, keeping sea firie& of

ication open and mail |
stahﬂlty However, the geopolitical bedrock of
West Asia is undergoing a violent structural shift.
As Washington recalibrates its global
commitments and retreats into an unpredictable
“selective engagement” posture, a profound
security vacuum has emerged, sparking a
scramble among regional states for durable
aec:mt} guar.‘mm-ﬁ Hac. has India been caught

i 1 -as-usual approach

th1r risks mrlv nbﬂoltscence"

West Asian capitals no longer view distancing,
whether called non-alignment or
mkl-abgnmem asa virtue. They are actively

dable security p
who can odfermom than dlplomattc platitudes
and routine economic . This

structural reality was highlighted by the signing
of the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement, bringing
together Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye, and Pakistan into
a collective defence arrangement, While framed
as a defensive effort to manage shared
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vulnerabilities, the pact signals a broader security
realignment. By linking Gulf capital with Turkish
defence technology and Pakistani military
manpower and skill, the agreement creates a
powerful new security architecture right at
India’s western maritime doorstep.

A clear signal of change

For New Delhi, the Mecca Agreement is not an
isolated diplomatic transaction; it is a clear
structural signal that West Asia’s security
framework is being fundamentally rewritten,
often by actors whose strategic interests direetly
run counter to India’s own long-term objectives,
While India’s strategic silence on this
development is understandable, it still begs the
question: what next? The growing influence of
external powers and hostile regional pacts
directly threatens India’s trade routes, energy
security, and the welfare of millions of Indian
citizens living in the Gulf. Is India going to build
its own parmerships, or become irrelévant to the
region’s security?

1f India continues to rely on legacy diplomatic
processes and transactional commerce, it risks
being marginalised in a region essential fo its
national survival. The challenges are formidable.
The eruption of hostilities involving Iran
demonstrated that modern, highly integrated
economic infrastructure remains profoundly
fragile when subjected o grey-Zone, asymmetric
warfare. -the-art port facilities, energy
nefworks, and logistics corridors proved highly
vuhw_rable 1o low-cost drones, showing that

infrastructure cannot fully
nompmsaln for locatised security vacuums.
Hyper-secure economic enclaves will remain
perpetually exposed to the spillover effects of
surrounding instability in the region. Since the
maodern Gulf model relies heavily on foreign
corporations and expatriate labour, regional
stability is intimately tied to global perception. If
security risks cross a certain psychological
threshold, the talent and capital that flowed in
seamlessly can exit just as rapidly. And when
narrow naval chokepoints or overland rade
routes face active disruption, global supply chains
inevitably stall, revealing that these ambitious
trade corridors are only as strong as their most
unstable geographic link.

Against this eritical background, the
assumption that trade ties and diaspora
diplomacy alone can preserve Indian influence is
rapidly unravelling. A region grappling with
maritime threats in the Red Sea, drone strikes on
critical infrastructure, involvement in conflicts in
Iran, Yemen, Sudan, the Strait of Hormuz and
new the Bab el Ma.ndab, requires | parm«s

p ofp 18 tangibl urity assets.

West Asian powers are hungry for hard-power
options such as naval patrols, intelligence
sharing, defence-industrial collaboration, and
credible counter-terrorism capabilities. If India
Dethi-dallies over stepping into such a role,
others will fill the void, as Tiirkiye has already
demonstrated in Mececa.

The hard moves India must make

To protect its strategic space, New Delhi must
Pl o St i
from a4 passive beneficiary of regional srahilily
into an active guarantor of it. This requires
moving beyond high-level bilateral visits and
economic summits to actively project hard power
into the western Indian Ocean and the broader
West Asian region. India’s immediate focus must
be the rapid expansion of naval and maritime
security partnerships across key choke points,
including the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf of Oman
and the Gulf of Aden, the waters off the Somali
coast and the Bab-el-Mandeb. By embedding its
naval footprint more deeply through joint
maritime patrols, permanent logistics access
arrangements, and interoperable surveillance
networks with friendly Gulf states, India can
establish itself as a, if not the, premier net
security provider in its immediate
neighbourhood.

Furthermore, India must leverage its growing
defence manufacturing ecosystem 1o offer West
Asian states a reliable alternative for hardware
and technology. Collaborative defence
joint military exercises with real operational
teeth, and deep intelligence-sharing mechanisms
must replace mere procurement discussions.
Developing robust bil I and “minil |
security frameworks with partners such as the
United Arab Emirates or [srael, and separately
even with Saudi Arabia, will allow Dethi to build a
counterweight against hostile axes without
succumbing to rigid Cold-War style alliances. The
goal is not to entangle India in foreign quagmires,
but to build a strategic deterrence web that
safeguards Indian interests and reassures regional
allies.

The era of passive presence in West Asia has
reached its natural end. MMmAgmnnem
serves as a stark reminder that regional
arrangements will coalesce with or without
Indian participation. If Delhi wishes to secure its
econoimic its energy arteries,

destiny, safeguard
m:ﬁmmrrgmrm place as a leading global
p(rww ll must actwil.h ulw:cy and ambltinn.
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GSLV sheds ‘naughty boy’ tag with
India’s first geo-imaging satellite

Amitabh Sinha
& Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, September 4

INITS first launch since Janu-
ary, the Indian Space Research
Organisation sent an earth ob-
servation satellite, EOS-05, to
space early Friday morning,
using a GSLV rocket.

The EOS-05 is India’s first
dedicated imaging satellite to
be placed in the geosynchron-
ous orbit, about 36,000 km
from Earth, from where it can
keep constant watch over the

country and provide real-time
imaging service.

With a 10-year mission life,
the satellite is designed to
image large areas of interest at
frequent intervals for purposes
such as monitoring natural dis-
asters or keeping track of agri-
culture or forestry. It will also
have defence uses.

India has several other ac-
tive earth observation satellites
in the lower-earth orbits which
circle Earth and periodically
capture imagery over India.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

ISRO success after
string of setbacks

ForISRO, the successful
launch comes after one ofits
most difficult phasesinthe
last two years. Three ofits
six missions launched in
2025and 2026 were unsuc-
cessful, with the satellites
unable toreach their
intended orbits.

GSLV

In the geosynchronous
orbit, the satellite remains sta-
tionary relativeto Earth, and is
able to watch the same region
continuously, without gaps.

The GSLV-F17 rocket de-
posited the EOS-05 satellite in
atransfer orbit, at an altitude of
more than 190 km from Earth,
about 18 minutes after the
launch. From there, the satel-
lite will perform a series of
orbit-raising manoeuvres over
the next few days to travel tothe
geosynchronous orbit, its final
destination.

Inamessage congratulating
ISRO, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, “Yet another out-
standing achievement by ISRO
and a proud moment for our
nation. The suecessful launch
of GSLV-F17 carrying EOS-05,
India's first-ever imaging satel-
lite from geosynchronous orbit
isareflection of the excellence,
innovation and growing capa-
bilities that define India’s space
sectot. The growing partner-
ship between ISRO and Indian
industry is adding new
strength and scale to our space

programme and expanding In-
dia’s capabilities across the en-
tire space ecosystem.”

Weighing more than 2,360-
kg, the EOS-05 was the heaviest
satellite to be carried by the
GSLV rocket until now.

The successful launch is a
big relief for ISRO which has
gone through one of its tmost
difficult phases in the last two
years. Three of the six missions
launched in 2025 and 2026
turned out to be unsuccessful
with the satellites unable to
reach theirintended orbitsdue
to anomalies in the launch ve-
hicle or the spacecraft engine.
Because of this, subsequent
missions went through ex-
tended reviews and checks to
avoid another failure.

The launch that took place
Friday was ready in February
itself, but had been puton hold
to enable additional rounds of
checks and tests. The GSLV
rocket has had its own share of
problems in the past, mainly
with the cryogenic engine that
powetrsthe third and final stage
ofthe flight.

It had suffered four failures
and was called ‘naughty boy’
because of the difficulties it
posed toscientists in mastering

the cryogenic technology. But
that description no longer
holds valid. After a successful
launch in 2024, ISRO scientists,
including the then chairman 5
Somanath, had said ‘naughty
boy’ had become “disciplined’
and a ‘smart boy’.

After the satellite was de-
posited in orbit Friday, ISRO
chairman V Narayanan said,
“Thisisagreat achievementin
our country’s space pro-
gramme, because this is the
first earth observation satellite
tobe placed in geo-platform for
national activities. Thissuccess
is the culmination of team work
of ISR, its industrial partners
and also the academia
which has provided alotofsup-
port.”

“Also, thissuccessis because
ofthe open work culture and vi-
brant review mechanism of
ISRO,” he said. "All the satellite
systems are working fine and
arenormal. The solar panel has
been deployed. The health of
the satellite is perfectly alright.
Inthe coming days we will raise
the orbit of the satellite and
place it in the geosynchronous
orbit,” Narayanan said.

Lt General A K Bhatt (retd),
Director General of Indian

Space Association, an industry
body, said, "The geosynchron:
ous imaging capabilities o
EOS-05satellite will enable per-
sistent, high-frequency obser-|
vation of large regions rather
than relying only on periodic|
satellite revisits, which is in-
creasingly critical for India|
This can be strategically valu
able for tracking rapidly evol
ving weather systems, floods
and forest fires, monitori
agriculture and natural re
sources, and strengtheni
situational awareness across
India’s land and maritime do
mains. The real opportunity
now lies intranslating this rich,|
frequent satellite data into ac
tionable intelligence through
India’s private space and geos|
patial ecosystem.”

“This mission also reaffirms
the deepening partnership be
tween ISRO and India's private|
space industry, whose compo-
nents and expertise increas-
ingly power such national sys
tems. As India’s ecosystern
matures under robust policy|
frameworks and with support
from ISRO, milestones like this|
will build the confidence
needed to scale commerciall
participation further,” he said.
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Indiamm touch with Ukraine,
Russiatohelp end war: EAM

Express News Service
New Delhi, Seprember

INDIA HAS been in continuous
touch with both Ukraine and
Russia and is trying to see if
there are ideas and suggestions
thatwill contribute to the miti-
gation or the cessation of the
conflict, External Affairs Min-
ister (EAM) S Jaishankar said
on Friday.

Jaishankar, who is in Po-
land after visiting Ukraine, said
that he discussed with his Po-
land counterpart Radoslaw Si-
korski the complex global chal-
lenges, including supply chain
resilience, and food, fuel and
fertiliser security.

“The Deputy Prime Min-
ister andIalsounderstandably
discussed some major global
and regional issues, notable
among them is the war in
Ukraine, now in its fifth year...
I myself have just come here
from Kyiv,” he said, referring to
hisvisit to Ukraine a day earlier.

Replying to a question, he
said India has been in continu-
ous touch with both the
Ukrainian and Russian sides.
“What we are trying to do is to
see if there are ideas and sug-
gestions which can be devel-
oped in some way in which
they will contribute to the miti-
gation, ideally, the cessation of

o
2l

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets Poland Deputy PM
Radostaw Sikorski in Warsaw on Friday. am

theconflict,” he added.

A day earlier, Jaishankar
had said in Ukrainethat India is
ready to extend “help in any
manner” to end the Ukraine-
Russia war. He had met Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyyand
his Ukrainian counterpart An-
driiSybiha inKyivon Thursday.

On Friday, Jaishankar reit-
erated that India believes that
endlesswar mustgiveway toan
end to war. “These are wars
without winners. Every addi-
tional day means more death,
more destruction, more loss to
the parties themselves, and
more cost to the rest of the
world,” he said in Warsaw.

“Our efforts must therefore
focus on promoting dialogue
and diplomacy. We must each

do what we can in whichever
way we believe could be most
effective and support the ef-
fortsof others tobring thiscon-
flict toan end. This is India's
strong conviction, and we are
acting on it,” he added.

OnIndia'spurchasesof Rus-
sian oil, the minister said the
issueis aconflict, and its solution
liesin negotiations, not in trade.

“This war is not going to
end... not because somebody
chose to buy or not buy oil ot
alumina ot fertilisers or metals
and minerals. It willend when
is dialogue and when there is
negotiation. So, I think let's di-
agnose the problem right,” he
said while replying to another
question.

In his talks with Sikorski, the
EAM reviewed the progress of
the Joint Action Plan 2024-28,
which focuseson, among other
things, trade and investment,
defence, culture and multilat-
eral cooperation.

“Value Poland's support for
deeper India-EU cooperation.
Confident that the entry into
force of the FTA will lead to
even closer bilateral cooper-
ation,” Jaishankarsaid, adding
that India and Poland have a
longstanding cordial relation-
ship that was elevated to aStfd;

“The world is today grap-
pling not only with multiple
warsbut alsoserious challenges
of food, fuel and fertiliser avail-
ability. Supply chain resilience
is an independent but added
conicern. As political demoe-
racies, market economies and
opensacieties, Indiaand Poland
can cooperate to shape the di-
rection of many important glo-
bal debates. Qur tradition of
working clesely in the United
Nations and multilateral forums
is animpottant expression of
that convergence,” he said.

Later, Jaishankar called on
Polish President Karol Nawrocki
anddiscussed the bilateral Stra-
tegic Partnership and views on
the Ukraine conflict and the
West Asia situation.
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CJP cases scrapped: Supreme Court’s much-debated powers under Article 142

Apurva Vishwanath
New Dethi, September 4

traced back to Section 210 of
ment of India Act, 1935, and beyond that,

?
The open-ended nature of Article 142

plete justice”. The study found 1,579 refer-
encesand 791 direct i (| mostlyin

nde an existing statutory scheme. But the
Ignored its own caution.

civilmatters,

of the court's most used
THIS WEEK, the Supreme Courtusedits putes on “justice, equity and good con- tools. The provision, giving irextraordinary
on-  science” wh law _In powers, has been invoked ina.
stitution fo quash FIRs filed againstthose  the Draft Constitution, it appeared as Ar-  of consequential cases —
exampro- ticle 118 and was SIGPIEA Y THECORSTI ® The Bhopal gas tragedy settlement to
v ockroach, Tuent. May 27,1949, without a mueaﬂmmﬂumwymmvninn
This order, giving Lugahuu . debate. i d Carbide and l cases

ernment’ ers, pu

focuson Article 142.a hruwwnle,al
scholars haveargued over since the Consti-
tution came into force.

The closest the Assembly came to dis-

‘against the company
-mcawdhyauuedhputemsememg

ower?

Adescription often invoked for the Su-
preme Court is that it is one of the most
powerful Constitutional courts in the
world, and much of that pewer can be

ticle 142 The effect of the discretion

cussing its spirit was almost i
duringanearlier debate on arelated Article
grantingthe court special leave to hearap-
peals, the member Krishna Chandra

ourt pass
such “decree or order as it is necessary for
doing complete justice in any cause or
‘matter pending before it”. Unlike most
Constitutional provisions, it d68s notde:
fine “complete j specify it

‘The origins of this provision can be

the court’s proposed
powers to the old Privy Council’'s own
power to step in wherever justice de-
‘manded it, appeal or no appeal. Beyond
that, the scope of what would become the
court's single most expansive power was
left forthe court itself to work out, case after
case, over the next seven decades.

ridden through a blanket judicial decree.

Is this the first time Article 142 has

CJPorder
An FIR is ordinarily examined on its

own

tion 528 of the Bharatiya

When the court used the same provi
sion last year to deem the long-withheld|
Tamil Nadu , Vice-Presi

Sanhita. A courtis supposed toask whether
an offence is even made out or if the cases
are plainly malicious.

In the CJP order, thousands of FIRs

dem Iz@ueep Dhankharcalledita “nuclea
missile” against democratic institutions.,
It is a criticism that K K Venugopal,
former Attorney General of India, has|

" and give ina polyvocal court where 38 made in the past. In 2017, he wrote thail
five acres of land to the Muslim side judges sit mostly in benches of two judges.  without scrutiny as part of a i done”
@ To order the release of Rajiv Gandhi T itself] i e between the Centreand apro-  good” for deprived sections of society, i
ictAG test group, This arder, for con- i ild in
The court can also use the provisionto  tojudges. venience, the statutory The following year, after the Sabarimala)
grantdivorce ifitfindsthe marriage hasir-  BFUHAF. itheld tf deal judgment, he went further, unfavourably
retrievably broken down and inpublicin-  under Article 142 must still b Article 142 as 2 )
terest litigation: her cases. InSu-  onhowthelaw The court
Anempirical study by researchersat In- s Union Article142to  suggested that only
dian Institute of Management, Ahmeda- ojmd!n {lws) ![heldmammdemcan decide who is left out of the relief. of five judges should be allowed to inve
bad, examined every case between 1950  supplement astatute, filling a gap the law Legal scholar Gautam Bhatla argues it o that it could not tum on the reading
and 2023 that cited "Article 142" or “com-  leavesopen, but cannot supplantitorover-  that criminal law provisionscan'tbe over-  pfia single, smaller Bench
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Let’s hold our teachersin the highest
esteem. They help Indialearnandlead

EACHERS SHAPE destinies,

This Teachers' Day, on behalf

of all Indians, [ convey my

aratitude to all teachers who

instil knowledge, skills, values
and motivation into the lives of crores of
ourstudents,

Itis well known that Dr Sarvepalli Rag:
hakrishnan, the second President of India,
wished that his birthday be observed as
Teachers' Day. He was an intellectual of in
ternational repute, a renowned author and

mman, yetl ded hisrole
as ateacher as the most important of all. D
AP JAbdul Kalam, oné of India’s most be-
loved former presidents, was once asked
whether he thought people would re-
member him moreas ascientistor asapresi-
dent. Dr Kalam replied that hewould liketo
be remembered asa teachier.

The reachers whose comperence and
chiaracter make them venerable, and the stu-
dentsdevated tosuchteachers, have always
been our ideal. Our anciént texts prescribe
that teachers should love their students as
their own children, they should treat them
allequally and fairly, they should not lose
theirtemperatstudents, theyshould remain

students
accordingtotheir

spect forsuch teachersthat the Shikshavalli
inthe Taittiriva Upanishadgave thetimeless
messaze, “Acharvadevo Blava", nearly three
millenniaago.

It has been my greatest fortune to have
been guided by many wise and affectionate
teachers. Sometimes, our teachers would
teach us in their homes even beyond school
hours, and would look after us with great
care, After completing Class V11, I was the
first girl toventure ourofthe village to pursue
further studies. Later, while studying in Bhu-
baneswartoo, [ wasblessed toreceive abun-
dant love and encouragement from my
teachers. | mention my teachers here with
umility, because theirstory illustrtesapro-

found truth: Aloving and dedicated teacher
can awaken limitless potential and inspira-
tion within a student. Strengthened by that
encouragement, students developthecour-
azetoface life'stoughest challenges and the
confidence to pursue the loftiest of goals.
Teachers do far more than teach a curricu
Ium. Through their own conduct and
example, they alsoinstruct their studentsin
theartand skills neededtolivea fruitful life,
Besides being a mentor, a teacher s alsoa
well-wisher, a friend and a fellow-ravellerin
the students’ quest for leaming.

The insight about what makes a good
teacher, handed down through our culture
and tradition since ancient times, remains
entirely relevant eventoday, Centuries ago,
inhis play Malavikagnimitram, Mahakavi
Kalidas wrote that 4 good teacher is one
who possesses profound knowledge
and also has the ability to transmit this
knowledge effectively,

Awell-known Sanskrit maxim tells us:
“Sarvatra vijayam iccher, shishyat icchet
parajayam” — one may wish for victory
everywhere, except before one's own stu-
dent, where one should wish to be de-
feated, To.encourage independent think-
inginstudents, to ignite their curiosity, to
promote the tendency to ask guestions, Lo
sharpen their capacity for argument and
judgement, and to helpthem grow intoin-
dependent individuals — these are among
the most uselul and rewarding dimensions
ofteaching. [tisonly through such
inspiring education that we will
raise generations of successful
entrepreneurs, brilliant scientists,
creative artists and citizens ca-
pable of finding innovative sol
utions toemerging challenges,

‘Teaching is not merely a voca-
tom; it isa vow. JLis more thana ca-
reer ot ajoby it is the sacred task of
shaping humanity, It is the noble
responsibility of illuminaring the
path for generations to come,

-
-

; DR@L‘PZ%Dl
Murmy

Thave alsolearnt much from
thestudents I taught, I believe
that teachers, too, learn alot
from the spontaneity and
curiosity of children. Tam
always keen to meet students
and understand their
thoughts and ideas. What they
share stays on with me

My memories associated with teaching
givemeaspecial senseoffulfilment. Ttaught
childrenattheSr Aurobindo Integral School
in Rairangpur, Odisha. Apart from teaching
them various subjects, T used to be fully in-
volved in helping the children prepare for
theirmusical performances, sports activities
and plays. Even today, it is exhilarating for
e to reminisce about our preparations for
Independence Day and Republic Day cel-
ebrations and the joyful excitement of the
children during the functions. I also found
greatsatisfaction and meaning intakingstu-
dents on picnics to beaurtiful natural sur-
roundings and, through play and explora-
tion, introducing them to the world of
animals, birds, trees and plants,

Years after leaving school, my students
stillinvite me tothelr family functions. Inot
only distinctly recall the names of many of
my students but also the nicknames we
would fondly address them by, [ have also
leamt much from the students Ttaught. [ be-
lieve that teachers, too, learn a lot from the
spontaneiry and curiosity of children.

On the occasion of completing the sec-
ond vear of my term as president, [ spent
timewith the students at the school located
inthe premises around Rashtrapati Bhavan
and taught them about environmental con-
servation. Tamalways keente meetstudents
and understand their thoughts and ideas,
What they share stays on with me.

About 11 years ago, | established a resi-
dential school ar my village home,
Students from disadvantaged
families and childrenwho have lost
theirparents study at thatschool. |
have been visiting the school from
time to time to meet the children,
This year, on June 20, I was de
lighted ro meer the children on my
Dbirthday. Prime Mirister Shri Nar-
enciraModiji alsovisited the school
with me and motivated the stu
dents. The extraordinary experi-
enceolmeeting himwill remainan

enduring source of inspiration for them.
Watchingthose children thrivefills mewith
aspecial sense of meaningfulness.

Thetaskofimpartingeducationisnotthe
responsibility of teachers alone, Those who
become role models for children through
their conduct and achievements are alsoa
valuable sourceof learning and inspiration.

Parentsand guardians repose the highest
trust in teachers when they send their
children to study. They believe that the
teachers will treat the children as theirown
and takeutmost careof the child's safety and
development. IUis the dharma of every
teachiertouphold thissacred trust placed in
them. A teacher's attitude, conduct and be-
haviourshould not generate fearand anxety
in the children, break their morale or allow
any sense of 1nfer[orilty to develap, Gpod
versions of themselves.

Itis the sacred duty of teachers to guide
theirstudentstobe good human beings, St
dents who achieve prosperity and glory
while remaining ethical in their thoughts
and actions are living embodiments of a
teacher’ssuccess,

Ourcountry is moving steadily towards
the goal of becoming a developed nation
with social inclusion at the core. As we ad-
vanceonthisjourney, Twant our teachersto
shapegenerationsof students whovalue the
richness of eur cultural heritage and tradi-
tioms; who develop a scientific outlook and
wrk for the welfare of humanity; who up-
holdtheideal ofanryodaya; who protect the
envirenment and all living creatures; who

of “Nation First", Toevery citizen, | makean
appeal: Always hold our committed and sin-
cere teachers in the highest esteem. I ar-
denthy wishthatwith the contribution ofour
dedicated teachers, Indiacontinuestoleam
andgoesontolead.

The writer is President of India




