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Reclaiming universities through trust, student voice

ndian students, particularly Gen Z, are

increasingly asserting their freedom and

autonomy and demanding accountability.

Now, some of the brightest law students
are in the news for the wrong reasons, but Chief
Justice of India (C]I) Surya Kant deserves some
credit for his timely intervention in staying the
Bar Council of India (BCI)'s atrocious order about
the NALSAR graduating batch; quashing all FIRs
against the protesting students; declaring that the
BCI has no disciplinary control aver the students,
and reducing the three-year practice condition to
just one year to write the judicial services
examination.

The question is not whether the students were
right or wrong in seeking a say in their own
convocation, The real question is why students
are so upset with the governance model of
universities that, at times, they not only lose hope
but also cross the boundaries of decency and
satire, To suggest that this happened simply
because of an oral remark by the CJI, which was
quickly clarified, is to oversimplify the deeper
HOVErnance cr higher education. How
should universities be governed? What is the role
of free speech and academic autonomy? And why
are Vice-Chancellors increasingly unable to
command students’ respect or resolve such
issues internally?

At the core must lie academic freedom
Universities cannot function without academic
freedom. The Indian Constitution does not
explicitly mention academic freedom but there
are number of Constitutions which do have such
a provision such as Article 5(3) of German Basic
Law specifically guarantees right to scientific
freedom (Wissenschaftsfreiheit) as the
constitutional right to everyone engaged in
scholarly teaching and research. The
Constitutions of Japan, South Africa, Portugal and
Spain too contain such a freedom. Article 137 of
Basic Law of Hong Kong says that educational
institutions may retain autonomy and enjoy
academic freedom. Ideally, government should
not dictate universities what to teach, how to
teach and what not to teach. Nor should
universities deny this freedom to departments
and faculties. Recently, the Delhi University
dropped a paper on Delhi Sultanate along with
some other papers. Gen Z is intelligent enough to
see that such curriculum changes have
ideological reasons, University curriculum should
be decided by the stakeholders including
students.
Academic freedom and free speech on
ity campuses are extremely important as
universities are supposed to provide a special
place for reflection, inquiry and discussion. Itis
nobody’s case that they have any right to defame
people or indulge in anti-national activities. Ifan
academic activity involves ‘conduct’ rather than
free speech, the state would certainly be entitled

Faizan Mustafa

Vice-Chancellor of
Chanakya National

Law University, Patna,

having previously
served as
Vice-Chancellor of
HNALSAR, Hyderabad,
and the National Law
University Odisha
{NLUQ), Cuttack

Blame the
failures of
university
governance, not
students, for
growing
Protests across
Indian
campuses

to regulate such ‘conduct’. Today, éven in the
West, academic freedom is under serious strain.
Federal funding in the U.S. has been weaponised
to reshape campus culture, diversity programmes
have been dismantled, and research funding in
areas such as climate change has been reduced.
Universities have also faced pressure for allowing
student protests, including those over Gaza, Both
right- and left-wing regimes have, at times, sought
to control universities.

History offers many examples — from Arnold
Toynbee's resignation from King's College
London in 1924 over his writings on the Greek
army’s atrocities, to the persecution of professors
during the McCarthy era. With declining public
funding, research agendas are increasingly
influenced by funders, corporations, and
pharmaceutical companies, making a mockery of
academic freedom.

The shadow of ‘control’

We are witnessing student p because
universities are not governed well. Governments
increasingly seek to control universities, and
administrations have consequently adopted a
‘control model’ of governance, Most universities
remain Vice-Chancellor-centric, while students -
who are the very reason universities exist - have
little say in their governance. When grievances
are not addressed promptly, students feel ignored
and suffocated; some take extreme steps. The
government is often blamed, but much of the
backlash could be avoided if university
administrations engaged students in meaningful
dialogue and provided timely relief.
Vice-Chancellors rarely hold open houses and are
often inaccessible to ordinary students.
Universities are communities of highly educared
faculty and intelligent young people; they require
dialogue, trust and openness—not excessive
control and surveillance.

examination paper leaks add to their stress.
Eventually, this frustration erupts — not against
university administrations, but against the
government itself.

We even over-look gross violations of narural
justice principles in the appointment of
Vice-Chancellors. In one case, a Vice-Chancellor
not only changed the composition of the
selection committee but also chaired it and voted
in the selection of his wife. She was appointed as
Vice-Chancellor, and the judiciary declined to
follow its own precedents of quashing such
appointments, Ultimately, the government
received the brickbats for the actions of the
Vice-Chancellor.

On the ‘liberty model’

Over 16 years as a Vice-Chancellor, this writer
implemented what can be described as the new
‘liberty model of governance® across three
universities. Such a model works when students
are trusted and, they in turn, act more
responsibly. Students have often felt comfortable
in meeting the Vice- Chancellor without
appointments, sometimes sharing personal
concerns and difficulties. This trust has also made
it easier to have frank conversations with them,
including when difficult or unpopular decisions
had to be taken.

Unlike the ‘control’ or top-down model, the
‘liberty model’ views universities as spaces where
even the most unpopular ideas can be freely
debated. Students should have a meaningful role
in academic, administrative and financial
decisions, including faculty appointments,
procurement, curriculum design and drafting of
university regulations. In older institutions such
as Aligarh Muslim University, students even have
a statutory role in selecting the Vice-Chancellor.
We need to democratise our campuses if we want
to address the growing problem of student

The object of universities is to te and
create knowledge, but knowledge creation cannot
happen in a controlled environment. It requires
the freedom to question everything and challenge
existing ideas. Despite the repeated reverence for
ancient Tndia, India’s education system remains
over-regulated and grossly underfunded. Its
ancient Gurukul system was entirely
autonomous, yet, today, India remains far from
the National Education Policy 2020's promise of
public investment of 6% of GDP in education.
Public investment in education has steadily
declined, hovering around 4%-4.1%, with higher
education investment getting the smallest pie.

Meanwhile, public university infrastructure

; Ideological governments may in a few cases
prefer candidates who have particular ideological
leanings, but merit should not be completely
undermined. There have also been appointments
of individuals with questionable records and
adverse CVC reports, while some State
universities face allegations of bribery. Paper
leaks reflect a similar systemic failure. No
examination system can be foolproof if paper
setters, moderators or testing officials are
appointed for reasons other than absolute merit
and integrity.

If the government really wants to win back the

fid of students, universities must become

has deteriorated and there is an acute shortage of
hostels leading to tragedies such as the one in
New Delhi, faculty positions remain vacant, and
guest faculty are poorly paid. Faculty recruitment
processes are faulty with an over-emphasis on
ideological leanings rather than merit. Poor
teaching frustrates students, while repeated

student-centric rather than
Vice-Chancellor-centric. Let us embrace the
liberty model and reject the dated and regressive
control model of university governance. India’s
students deserve nothing less than the best.

The views expressed are personal
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he August 2026 visit of Japan’s Defence

Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India marks

an important moment in the evolution of
a partnership that has often been more
developed institutionally than operationally. The
agreements that were announced suggest that
New Delhi and Tokyo are now attempting to
connect these disparate strands into a more
coherent security relationship, having spent more
than a decade building the institutional
vocabulary of defence cooperation through
annual dialogues, the 2+2 mechanism, exercises,
logistics arrangements and defence technology
discussions.

Convergence into operational capability
This matters because the India-Japan defence
relationship has reached a stage where additional
declarations of strategic convergence have
diminishing returns. Both countries already share
concerns about coercive attempts to alter the
status quo, the security of maritime commons
and the growing militarisation of the Indo-Pacific.
The challenge has been translating these
convergences into arrangements that improve
their ability to operate together. The new
maritime framework seeks to address this issue.

The emphasis on information sharing and
Maritime Domain Awareness is significant as
India and Japan occupy critical positions at
opposite ends of the Indo-Pacific’s principal
maritime theatre. Japan's immediate security
concerns are concentrated in the East China Sea
and the waters surrounding Taiwan, while India’s
geographical position gives it a central role in the
Indian Ocean maritime space. A closer
information-sharing architecture could gradually
create a more continuous strategic picture across
these interconnected maritime spaces. The
objective is to develop greater awareness,
interoperability, and operational familiarity
between the two major maritime powers.

The discussions on naval shipbuilding may
prove equally important with an exploration of
Jjoint development in naval shipbuilding and
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design by combining Japanese technological
expertise with Indian production capabilities.
There was also agreement to deepen discussions
on Japan’s use of Indian production capabilities
under the ‘Make in India’ framework and to move
towards reciprocal arrangements for ship repair
facilities. This could address a long-standing
weakness in the bilateral relationship by giving a
fillip to defence-industrial cooperation, which has
consistently lagged behind strategic and political
convergence.

The proposed transfer of Japan’s UNICORN
integrated communications antenna system
remains the most visible symbol of this effort.
While the Japanese Ministry of Defence describes
UNICORN as the first defence equipment transfer
project between the two countries, the project
itself is not new. A memorandum of
understanding for the co-development of
UNICORN masts, involving Bharat Electronics
Limited, was signed in November 2024. The
August meeting therefore represented a further
step towards implementation rather than the
initiation of a new project. New Delhi and Tokyo
have struggled to convert their 2015 agreement
on defence equipment and technology transfer
into concrete outcomes. The commitment now to
early implementation, alongside plans to deepen
cooperation between India’s Defence Research
and Development Organisation and Japan’s
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency,
suggests a recognition that credibility today
depends on delivering projects rather than solely
identifying possibilities.

On exercises

Japan'’s fighter aircraft are participating in the
Veer Guardian exercise in India (September 9-22,
2026) for the first time. The two sides have
agreed to increase the complexity of bilateral
exercises, integrate unmanned systems and
explore exercises organised at short notice. They
also discussed cooperation between special
operations forces and India’s future integrated
theatre commands. These initiatives point

India-Japan defence cooperation breaks new ground

towards a defence relationship increasingly
concerned with operational preparedness.

Before travelling to New Delhi, Mr. Koizumi
visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai
and INS Chennai. His visit thus extended beyond
the familiar strategic geography of the Bay of
Bengal and the Strait of Malacca. The western
seaboard is central to India’s wider maritime
interests, encompassing critical sea lanes, energy
flows and India’s growing responsibilities in the
western Indian Ocean.

The broader regional context is impossible to
ignore. The joint statement reiterated opposition
to unilateral actions that impede freedom of
navigation or seek to alter the status quo through
force or coercion. Neither country needed to
name China for the strategic message to be clear.
Yet, the significance of India-Japan cooperation
lies precisely in its ability to move beyond a
China-centric agenda. Maritime security, resilient
supply chains, defence industrial capacity,
logistics and third-country cooperation are all
becoming components of a wider regional
security architecture.

Building a more resilient partnership

The visit also plugs into a broader moment of
impetus in India-Japan relations. Coming soon
after the July 2026 Annual Summit, which
expanded cooperation across economic security,
critical technologies and resilient supply chains,
the defence ministerial engagement
demonstrates that security is increasingly
intertwined with the wider strategic partnership.
Defence cooperation can provide the connective
tissue between these agendas, linking India’s
industrial capabilities and Japan's technological
strengths while reinforcing their shared interest
in shaping a more resilient Indo-Pacific. The real
test will now be implementation. India and Japan
are building the strategic foundations, with Mr.
Koizumi’s visit suggesting that both are finally
beginning to focus on the harder task, which is
converting strategic convergence into usable
capability.
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Concerns over the Census questions

The guestionnaire for the population enumeration phase of the 2027 Census comprises 40 questions and seek details such as nationality, number of bank accounts

and mobi

FULL CONTEXT

K, Narayanan Unni

he questions to be wsked 0
every individual during the
population enimeration phase
of the 2027 Census were
notified by the Central government kst
month. In a significant departure lmm
the past,
which cannot be used to penerate any
weseful staristics, are beimg sought. This
prompis a look at the individu:
questions, their possible
implications of their inch
Censts.
Thie new quiestions in Census 2027 ask
respondents fo pr ide the details af the
i trotdrel annd o
l'l! married persons in the Iluusehn!:l,
nationality as declared. permanent
resichential address, place of COVID 19
vaccination, total number of bank
aceounts, mobile number, Aadhaar
aumber and Voter D pumber (if
vailabled, Passport nomber Gl an tndian
pnwpunﬂ ‘halder), and driving license

ty.
Thie United Nations defines a
fiom census as, SHhie)

evident from this definition thul # Census
s viewed as an exercise i generare
statistics for the use of the government in
particular and the society in general.
O of the essential |n‘|ix1lﬂrs: of
official statistics is confud vaf

Field day: Cansus enumerators at 3 house In Sathuvachan n Vellore, Tamil Nadu. ¢ vENsATACHALARATHY

living with them.

COVID 19 vaccination s now an old
story. After the pandemic subsided,
people have not been taking any

vaceination and there have been no

individual information. Principle 6 of the
United Nations® Fundamental Prit pJL'!
lvf().lfbci.'\l Stari

s

fior sts
adopted these pri P]ES

Use of ‘name’ in the Census

As the Census is used to generate data

wseful for poficy and planning purposes,
. S30 B nchividialis

used only for compiling the relevant
statisties, The individual's name has no
relevance in the exercise, excopt m
identify them during enumeration. Names
have merely been placeholders and have
not been present in Census dafabases, In
fact, there have been no atlempts in the
Indian Censuses b Fise names at

from the government to the
people ta get vaccinated. In view of thﬁ.
is highly doubtful whether i

households, visitors and domestic
servants living for the entire duration of
the Census enumeration period are o be
enumerated. Would the respondent be
abile to ebiain these details from ilwm’ It

the dents in domestic |
with \-1ﬁ|mn1 servants eligible for
Ll 1 thise in

the place of vaccination, which coubd
have been as mw:hus]'m: VEARS 30,
could be put o any meaningful use.

institutional households misuse the
information, is there any profection for
the individual, as the respondent is nota

Census Illm Aianary?

Personal details axdech:edmaimno!
Imformation on mobile iuniber, Aadhaar  Serve any useful purpose, iegal
number and voter are may deckare that they are

asked ‘i available’. Also required is the
passport number for those holding Indian
passports. The meaning of the phrase 'if
available’ s not clear. A person may have

Indian nationals. After rying this
quaﬂon in the 1951 and 1961 censuses, it
WS from 197t onwards. Ttis
worth noting here that after a Jot of

one or more of these identifiers. However,  debates, the 115, Census decided not o

it is possibile that the dent may not include the question on i the

have these numbers, possibly with the 020 Census,

exception of the mabile number. The total number of bank aocounts
The guestion is whether ‘if available' Hald by mch pemunisu&!flll for

refers to availability with the concerned tiy the

member af the household or with the
ruporwdcm If the phrase is interpreted as

all. There are wumrle-tt‘na: ir e the
e and provide acoess W past Census
data for genealogical studies. For
example, past data from the LS. Census
cam be sccessed 72 vears after the Cersus
exercise. There is no such rule or poficy
in Inedia.

Now, respondents will have to provide
e s of every individial in the
household, along with those of their
paremts. This will be  tall order for
respondents from institutional
househiolds, such ds wardens of hostels,
olduape homes, jails ete. & latge number

of children are now s away from
home, living in hostels, aawm;
ete. February, being towards the endof

e academic year, means they may not
be at home, S0, they would not be eligible
fior enumeration at their normal
hionseholds. Even in normal households,
the respondent may not know the detalls
regarding the grandparents who may be

y with the s then it
will not be available to the Census asa
large proportion of the respondents are
likely to be the housewives or elderly
parents who may not keep these details of
every member of the household, A similar
problem arises with institutional
henssehaolds,

These numbers are not dara items that
eould be used for any uselul tabulaions,
except to determine whether these
numbers are available. Tt is impossible 1o
visualise more than 30 lakh Census
enumerators spending fime with the
households b correctly record these
numbers. The enumeratons may net have
the time and paticnoe o obiain the
rvelev:mt mcords and ml]a:l the

unmbu'o{hank mm Por those with
bank accounts, this i can

governments may have the right o refuse
the use of thelr staff fo do any work thar s
nat part of the Census, The Citizenship
Act does not mention anything about the
State government’s role in the prepacation
of the NPR.

The information on the parents of
individuals, permanent address,
n:ulonallr)'. etc is very useful for

pating the NFR., which is to
form the basis for preparing the National
Register of Citizens, [t appears that the
collection of such formation through
the Census questionnaire, though it docs
not aid the generstion of any additional
stausa!m: s aimed ot the

of the NPR.

However, induding such information in
thie: Cesas questionmaine ad extracting it
fater to share it to another organisation
within the government may violate the
principle of confidentiality.

There is o objection 1o preparin
populition register or 4 citizen register,
and its importance and uses are well

recopmised, However, collecting
ion required for creating an NPR

prabably be abtained by fabulating the
number of accounts against each PAN,
which is necessary m open a bank
agcount. If the plan is only to determine
the number of persons without any bank
acoount, then it is encugh to ask whether
thepevsunhasabankmnr It
difficult for a simph

should he done through a process that is
transparent and has legal basts, without
Jeopardising the Census,

The length of the questionnaire

With 40 questions, miany requiring

descriptive answers, the time taken for a
b s likedy to vesult in d

n‘ppd.nudasmmmlmmaskm
gueestion on the member of bank accounts
and get a correct answer from the
upper-class respondents, who may not
ven be ready (o answer the simpler
Guiestions,

Possible information for NPR

While preparing for the 2021 Census there
were proposals for updating the National

lation Register (NPR) during the

MII 2hik 1o
provide the Information, &8 they may ot
have these records with them. Even the
Individuals living there may have left thelr
records back home. In normal

Ce wercise. However, several States

fatigise, The respondent is required o
nswer similar questions fon every
Inividusal in the household. This may
result in the respondent becoming
uninterested and potentially giving casual
replies.

Furthermare, by adding questions that
require recording the names and
atldresses, the workload unm

has increased signil A

By loading the Census with qlm\imus
that are of no use for generating statistics,
the quality of Census data may be
seriously affected.

(K. Narayaran Unni Is.a retived officer from
the Inetian Sratistical Service)

 Aadhaar and voter 1D numbers, if available, rising concerns over its potential digression from the purpose of collecting data for policy and planning
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-

The new questions in Census
2027 ask respondents to
provide the details of the
parents of every individual and
spouses of the maried persons
n e household, nationality,
permanent address, place of
COVID 19 vaccination, number
of bank accounts, mobile
number, Aadhaar number and
Weter 10 number (f avaflable),
ameng thers.

-

This proenplts a leok at the
Individual questians, thoir
possible uses and the
implicationss of their indusion
v thee Censiss.

-

With 0 yuestivns, the time
taken lo erumerate a
heasahobd is likely to result in
respondont fatigue,
Furthermore, it has alse
mereased the workbosd of the
enumeratars.
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A possible G3is casting a
shadow over BRICS

RAJAMANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

NTTS leaders meet in

Delhithis week, BRICS will

add morelayersofcooper-

ation, ranging from agri-

culture and health todigi-

talisation. While BRICS moves slowly, the

larger political world around it is changing

fast, Even as the forum seeks to counter

American dominationof the world, its prin-

cipal driving forces, Russia and China, are

exploring separate and joint accommeda-
tions with the United States.

International interest inthe BRICSsum-
mit is less about the lengthy declaration it
will produce. The last summit, in Riode Ja-
neiro, issued a declaration of 126 paragraphs
butdid notset theworld on fire. In Delhi, the
focuswill be on the presence of leaders such
as China’s Xi Jinping, Russia’s Vladimir
Putin and Iran's Masoud Pezeshkian.

The Indian media will focus on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's bilateral meetings,
Expect particular attention to his potential
meeting with Xi, whoisvisiting India forthe
first time since 2019, The two leaders are ex-
pected tostabilise the boundary situation
and reset economic relations.

BRICS may be the god of small things,
butits problems with big issues are becom-
ing harder. Its expansion has made it less
coherent. The Iran war hasopened a sharp
divide between Tehran and Abu Dhabi,
now fellow members of BRICS. Iran wants
the groupingtocondemn American and Is-
raeli military action. The UAE, which has
suffered Iranian attacks and disruption to
commerce through the Strait of Hormuz,
stresses sovereignty, the protectionof civil-
ian infrastructure and freedom of naviga-
tion. Their differences prevented the
BRICS foreign ministers from issuing acon-
sensual joint statement in Delhiin May.

Meanwhile, engagementamongthe US,
China and Russia is entering a new phase

and casting a shadow over BRICS. US Presi
dent Donald Trump has long believed that
good personal relations with Putin and Xi
could reduce global strategic tensions and
produce major political and economic deals.

Thatmstinct nasreg Ted
resistance fromthe American foreign-policy
establishment, Congress and US allies, The
Europeans worry that an accommodation
with Moscow could be made at their ex-
pense. Asian allies fear that a bargain with
Beijing could weaken American commit-
ments to regional security. Trump has not
vet transformed either relationship, but his
preference for leader-driven diplomacy
keeps the possibility of movement open.

Putin has reasons to exploreadeal. Four-
and-a-half years of war have not produced
adecisive victory. The front re-
mainscostlyand difficult tomove,
The latest shuttle diplomacy by
American envoys between Mos-
cowand Kyiv hasreopened thedi-
plomaticchannel, butitisnotclear
whether the fundamental differ-
encesbetween Russia and Ukraine
are narrowing. While supporting
Trump's new peace initiative, both
Moscow and Kyiv are also prepar-
ing for escalation.

The Europeans worry that an
accommodation with Moscow
could be made at their
expense. Asian allies fear that
abargain with Beijing
could weaken American

commitments to
regional security

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Unlike Putin, Xiapproaches Washington
from a stronger position. His diplomatic
journey from the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation summit in Bishkek, through
Cairo and Delhi, and then to the White
House later this month will help present
China simultaneously as the leader of the
GlobalSouth and a co-equal managerofthe
international order.

At their second summit this vear,
Trump and Xi could emphasise an exten-
sion of the trade truce, additional Chinese
purchases from the US and negotiations
over technology restrictions. Yet their dif-
ferences remain structural. Washington

beiisiler

the idea of a “G3” will seem outlandish. But
Trumphasshowninterest initand explored
the possibility of such a meeting last
summer, during the 80th anniversary of the
end of World Warll.

A G3 global directorate is not immi-
nent. Russia and China are closer than
ever and share concerns about the US. But
both also seek a reasonable relationship
with Washington. For all their anti-West-
ernrhetoric, both claim a place at the high
table with the US,

Russiawasonce partofthe G8, the group
of Western industrial states, and engaged di-
rectly with NATO. China now sees itself as
America’s peet. Both Russia and China lay
claim toshaping theglobal order blished
after 1945, ATrump-Xi-Putinsummitcould
mark the beginning of triangular global
leadershipasasuccessortothe YaltaSystem
that produced the UN Security Council and
the five-power concert.

For an Indian strategic community that
jumpsat thethoughtofa G2, theideaofa G3
will generate even, political anxiety.
Despite promoting BRICS and celebrating
multipolarity in partnership with Moscow
and Beijing, Delhi might finditselfexcluded
from the new three-cornered table.

There arethree answerstoapotential G3
world for India. The first is internal reform
and accelerated economic development.

Second, Delhi should stop confusing
multipolarity with anti-American bloc
politics. Russia and China use BRICS toex-
pand theirdiplomaticoptions while preserv-
ingthe freedom to negotiate with Washing-
ton. India must approach the emerging
order with the same realism.

Third. India must intensify its bilateral

accuses China of relyingon
ports and industrial overcapacity. Beijing
uses rare earths, market access and its
control of important supply
chains as leverage. Xi will con-
tinue to press Trump to reduce
American support for Taiwan.
Trump might be tempted to treat
Asian security questions as part
of a larger bargain with Xi.
Meanwhile, the Kremlin has
confirmed that Putin and Xi dis-
cussed apossible trilateral meeting
with Trumpat the APEC summitin
Shenzhen in November. Formany,

and minil ionwiththe Anglo-
sphere, Brazil, Europe, Japan, Korea, and
other middle powers that have no enthusi-
asm foraG3world. AsIndia’s workin BRICS
continues, its place in the changing global
architecture will depend on how rapidly it
builds national power and how deeplyitde-
velops partnerships beyond BRICS.

The wrriter is a contributing editoron
international affairs for The Indian Express. Heis
also associated with the Motwani Jadeja Institute
of American Studties at the Jindal Global
University and the Council on Strategic

and Defence Research
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» SCIENCE

Why aflat mapfails to
accurately depict Earth

BHASKAR SARMA

THE UNITED Nations has adopted a res-
olution to shift away from the 16th-cen-
ey Mercator map of the workd towards
one that more avcurately depicts Africa’s
st size,

At @ récent UN General Assembly
se:mn, iM Dnunrnas ({including India)
| he 2088 Equal Earthd
~whﬁwm oting ssainst the Togo-led
resolution, and six countries abstaining.
Sinee UN resolutions are not binding, itre-
mains e e seen Ifor when sovemments,

4

There are many ways of portrayinga
3 Dshapeona2 Dsurface, and each

comes with tradeoffs. The new map
adopted by the UNis nodifferent

*WHICH PRD.IECT IDN TOPICK?

Choosinga project
aretheideal use-cases of different plqecmm

Equal Earth

THEMATIC AND
STATISTICAL DATA

Use equal-area projections
(like the Equal Earzh map)
which show comect elative

The Mercator layour has been the
world's most widely used projection for
cenpuries, Bug it has also long been critf-
cised forexagperatingthe size of regions to-
wards the poles relative to those closer 1o
the equator. Thie piost Inl‘anms
[ dl.mmum

and about the sizé of the Democratic Re-
publicofthe Congo.

The 2015 Equal Ezrth design, developed
s its own limitadions, But i suppomers
say it will help reverse “colonial” percep-
tions of Al

The Earthisnot a sphere
Earth s not a sphere, thoughitls s.,me

Ll

Robinson

GENERAL REFERENCE

AND WORLD MAPS

Use comprommise prosections. such
g5 he Robinson projectior
Tripel. They de ot perfectly

sizesof land making
them ideal for populstion
ity, climate, or fand-cover

preserve any singhe dimension, but
they belance shepe and arca
distortion o create avistally natural

view of the whole Earth.

kil

of the map. According to Dr Siva Kumar, these

NAVIGATION AND
DERECTIOH

ther).
The one you pick depencds on your pur-

e xmmnumdala.nmgaum 01 gl

uer.Lrulu.m_ i

one shiguld not

~ Attem pTs bo create omcrpmjccrions
began conturniss ago.
1855, Scottish clergyman James Gall
presentsd a new projection. In 1973, Ger-
historian Amo redled amap
that gained witespread amention. While it
mmammmﬂv,umakesm
puzshied. n 2017

thoy thbey%m,’d‘su high-iafitida siras.

POLAR DR SINGLE-
POINT STUDIES

Use Samuthal/Planar
projections. They progect
I ﬁ!ihumaﬂa!naﬁ

In .%1 mgzx.:hu -AsthurH Robinson
devise binson projection which
tried tobetter balanveth

of land masses and sought to solve the
“Greenland problem”, It's 2 compromise
profection, with merdians curving gently
rowandsthe poles.

In 1921, German canographer Oswald
Winkel devised the simitar Winke! Tripel
pmﬁcﬂmmﬁﬂgwr@dﬂuﬂmﬂ
mmmmmm
itreplaced the Robir i

tan preserving any ene of them exadily)
The Mercator layout IS @ conformal
projection,

Origins of the Mercator
projection

The Meteator kivoun wasinmmoduicad by
dréﬁmnishtpum—dwﬂdgiurﬂm

ml:i(mah:lpsailu;sm‘fga!aﬂmwmﬂ
It isa conformal, cylindrical map. This
means Mercator projecied the Earh's sur-
face as il unwrapped from & cylinder
around the globe.
50, if yoi
Mumbaito Musc
coukd polnt your ot hesame compa

w & straight line from
118 METCator map, you

times treated asone o miake
calculations easier. It lges in the mld‘ﬂe
due to its spin, the Moon's gravity wams r,

direction throughout the jowrney and
reach your destination. This was a major
advantage mcr“rhc- mapproltcmns

and the continents 2nd oceans the
shape, Maj Gen (Dir} Siva Kumar Rachapudi
{rend), a scientist wh hias served inthe De-
partment for Science and Technology, told
nkrmha.'.t.@nu

athree-dimensional space onto atwo-di-
memmalmmemm mamdlffer&u.t
t:.rpesorprmms, including

£

whereaconstant-d
pearcurved,

woutld ap-

The Mercator s colonial lens

‘Tl MEralor projéction hasagiid pat:
ternwithlonginides and ltiudes s 90-de
grecangles. Thelongitudes fvertical lines)
areevenly spaced, hutpedistanmbe

e '

l‘ ﬂ‘m'__' e, ines)in-

areapm:ectbas{uhlehpmrmm

fomtheequaror
mﬂsﬂwm

pic-

“Topreservechapes,
l!;e mncmﬁn.‘reaw inthelengthofthe par-
allels s kept exactly the same with respect
to the increase in the length of the mer-

Mercator

problem
The Mereator
Layout, the
world’s most
witdely used
projection for
cenluries, has
long been
eriticiscd for

exaggerating the

size ol regions
towards the
poles relative to
these closerto
theequator,
[}
Forinstance.the
African
continent
appears similar
insizeto
Greenland,an
island 1 times
smaller,

iciass, " said Dr Binal Kunnar Kar, presiden
ofthe Indizn National Carographic Assoct
ation and former head of Gaubati Univer-
sity’s geography department.

The nesult isthat Mercanor projectionin:
Plazes the size of lands the fanther they are
mmwmm
matsses near theetualor” said Siva Kumar,

Mercator's projection helped Westem
cartographers easily mark towns, cities,
and roads in their part of the world. *lIts
popularity alsolies inits case of construe-
tion, since all parallels and mendians are

wodﬂmapsmndewmmanmmw
graphicsociety. Schools and textbooks fol-
lowed, asdid theWorld Bank. Thisisalsoa
eompromise projection.
The Equal Earth map

The Equal Earth map. developed in
2018, is an equal area projection that seeks
to preserve the relative areas of land-
masses It oo, somewhat distons shapes
and distances, with meridianscurving gen-
ty towards the poles,

“The Mercator projection heavily exag-

visually diminishes the perocived scal
developi jonsin the Globel Seuth, in-

straight lines,” said Kar.

This Westem-cenrric view hascome in
foreriticisny.

" you're a humanist well versed in
Furopean imperialism’s harsh imprint on
the Third Warld, the traditional Green-
wich-anchired world map becomies aclear
exampleof Westermn culmral hegemony...”
wrote cartography professer Mark Mon-
monserinhis 2004 book Rl Linesand
Map Wars: A Social Historyof the Mercator
Projection.

The seqrch fora better map

Every fatrepresentation of the Earth
distorsatleastone propery:areafhowlarg:
alundmass s relativeto others) shape (the

cluding South Asia. Equal Eanth fixest
imbalance,”said Shva Kumar.

Bur s the new map an improvement
aver previous maps stch as the Rebinson
and Winkel Tripel? Kar sald: “Tome, it'sno-
thingspectal. Tt hassimply drawmatiention
by comparing iseifwith Mercator s projec-
tiom, which was designed for a different
pu:pus& I!ummﬂtlb.m EquaIareamp

roReLion: it
can be used by all categories of users,
esaid,

According to Siva Kumar, the Equal
Earth 'napisbcstused 10 represent them-
atic and statistical data, "Ro¥ classroomns
aadtesam&mﬂﬁsammmmﬂy
farea, whichisvital for

H P, i\
h

distance (the actual

points) and dire *ﬂc&n{ﬂnwﬂmmm

lndfshmﬁmﬂim;‘ hesaid.
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Roots and rise of Gujarat’s BAPS scct, at the centre of Eitfel Tower controversy

Leena Misra
Ahmedabad, September 8

’nuz 'GUJARAT-based Bochasanwasi Ak-

Brady Williams and Yogi Trivedi, the “en-
forcement of strict separation of men and
women, especially duringtemple worship”,
is described as one of the * dlsnncuve fea-
tures of! i

(EAPS) ran into controversy in Paris on
Monday after the Eiffel Tower was closed
Fullmving astaff protest. It stemmed from

“These practices are fallawed differ-
ently by various orders and they are a part
ol the monk’s personal spiritual JaUrney,

that women were

meant

from their ds

asked y
avisit by the sect’s delegation. After the
staff union said the women felt “humili-

ated”, BAPS issued anapology.

Irnmmd atleast
Trivedi, a New York-based scholar of
ligion, told The Indian Express.

Nar
endeudi described BAPS' first major

opening in France as a "new mile-
amne inthe cultural relations between

He added Uml within the sect, only the
libacy, “Tt
hasalsohistorically been known for practis-
ing the universal Hindu values of bhak,
seva and equality. Shfl Swaminarayan and

rance”. hour-long
procession through central Paris preceded
the temple’s opening, with BAPS stating
that nearly 6,000 participants attended.

History of celibacy practice

According to the book Swaminarayan

women'sequality and rights,” he said. More
than 50% of the fellowship consists of
women devotees”, his research shows.

Globalinfluence
BAPS has built 1,300 temples world-

Hinduism, edited by Raymond

wide, the temple

i i held at
France's first major BAPS temple in Paris. r1i

esin G and Delhi. The

Believed to have five million followers
among Gujaratis alone, thesect hasa huge
collowmgmuml\rnc.l theUKandthe US.
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
visited the Robbinsville Akshardham
temple in New Jersey last month.

disaster relief, including the 2001 Kutch
earthquake. In September 2002, the Ak-
shardham temple in Gandhinagar saw a
terror attack that killed 33 people,

Splitsin sect

in 2022, PM Modi the

Founder of

month- Pra-
‘mukh Swami Maharaj, the fifth spiritual
5 T d

thar an entire “city” was built on 600 acres
of land on Ahmedabad’s outskirts, The
sect’s influence is also evident in the Paris

day, Swami was born Ghan-
shyam Pande in Chhapaiya village near
Ayodhya in 1781, He founded the Swami-
narayan sect in Gujarat after being initiared
in 1802 as a disciple of Swami Ramanand.

‘Thelate histerian Makrand Mehta once

temple, which lved with
French firms, includingstone specialists H
Chevalier, who worked on the restoration
of the Notre-Dame Cathedral.

bserved that Gujarat, being “com-
paratively prosperous and religion-
oriented, attracted a large number of as
piring saints to establish their careers.”

nastic leaders| ition, while theirsad-
‘hus practice celibacy.

In his book A New Face of Hinduism:
The Swaminarayan Religion (1984), Wi

who “forged a new form of Hinduism well
suited for the modern period.*

Shastri founded BAPS in 1907
after breaking away from the Vadtal dio-
cese. It takes its name from Bochasan vil-
lage in Anand district and is said to be the
largest sect. The Vadtal diocese believes it
is the parent body from which at least six
splintergroupswere formed, most of which
believe in Sahajanand’s supremacy.

In the late 1960s, the sect split again
whenagmup of disciples, led by Haripra-

According to a chapter in
rayan Hinduism co-authored by Swami Vi-
vekjivandas, a prominent BAPS monk,

BAPS Hindu Mandir in Abu Dhabi was in-
augurated in 2024 by Mahant Swami Ma-
‘haraj along with PM Modi and UAE Min-
ister Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahyan.

BAP
from Gujarat to East Africa”, Patidars,
among the first migrants from Gujarat,

bl

dharma”, the sampraday mmbmnched
wt].m‘mhz"“" Ahmeda-

The then-BAPS guru, Yogiji Maharaj, re-

fused, and

wished to initiate women dis-
against tradition.

nand Swami’s nephews. Salmlanand

Sokdhasect in 1966,
The 92-year-old Mahant Swami Maha-

¢ thesect
BAPS is known for its involvement in

warmi buttheA softhe
Ahmedabad Gadi marry and follow a dy-

narayan and the present guru of BAPS.




