EDITORIALS - 15TH JUL 2026

(GS Paper | Society)

This editorial ‘The disruptive rise of India’s new political generation’ was published in The
Hindu on 15th Jul 2026, highlights how digitally connected youth are reshaping political
communication, participation, and democratic power-sharing in India.

Youth as an Independent Political Force

India’s youth are no longer future citizens but active electoral actors reshaping
discourse, party strategies, and political practice.

The shift is not merely demographic; young citizens now operate through distinct
expectations, methods, language, and centres of influence.

Political power remains concentrated among ageing leaders, making parties that
disregard youth influence increasingly vulnerable to irrelevance.

Digital Political Language and Leadership

Traditional top-down communication through speeches, newspapers, television,
and managed events is weakening before decentralised digital participation.

Short videos, memes, podcasts and livestreams sustain political awareness, with
youth preferring authenticity and responsiveness over scripted rhetoric.

C. Joseph Vijay's rise in Tamil Nadu reflects a transformed communication
ecosystem, not merely celebrity appeal.

Meme creators, satirists and independent commentators now shape political
narratives and public perception faster than conventional party machinery.

V.D. Satheesan’s accessible digital image recognises that young voters reject
automatic party loyalty and favour dialogue-oriented leadership.

Participation, Institutional Distrust and Party Adaptation

The 2017 Jallikattu protests showed that digitally connected youth can sustain mass
mobilisation without centralised party leadership.

Online and offline politics increasingly converge as parties monitor digital
sentiment, modify campaign messaging and respond rapidly to emerging
narratives.

Sri Lanka’s 2022 Aragalaya and Nepal’s youth mobilisations demonstrated how
online frustration can generate pressure over corruption, unemployment and
governance failures.
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India has avoided comparable upheaval, but changing political communication,
voter behaviour and decentralised participation indicate a quieter transformation.
Youth mobilisation is not inherently anti-establishment; young citizens support
democratic institutions when participation appears credible and meaningful.
The central problem is institutional distrust, as parties promote symbolic youth
engagement while resisting power-sharing, leadership access and decentralised
candidate selection.
Parties must replace scripted authority with transparency, participation and
responsiveness, ds street mobilisation and electoral behaviour become increasingly
interconnected.

Beyond Editorial

Safeguarding Digital Democracy

Information integrity: The Election Commission’s 2025 advisory requires political
parties to clearly label Al-generated or digitally altered campaign material.
Rapid correction: During the 2024 election, parties were directed to remove
unlawful deepfake content within three hours and warn those responsible.
Fact-checking system: The ECI's Myth vs Reality portal countered false claims
involving EVM tampering, fake election schedules and fabricated polling incidents.
Voter literacy: The ECI's Turning 18 campaign targeted first-time voters through
youth-oriented content to address electoral apathy and strengthen informed
participation.

Data privacy: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act allows citizens to withdraw
consent, providing safeguards against unchecked political profiling and micro-
targeting.

Digital inclusion: India had 42.77 crore rural and 59.01 crore urban Internet
subscribers in September 2025, revealing continued participation gaps.

Platform accountability: Parties may approach the Grievance Appellate
Committee when platforms fail to remove unlawful information or fake accounts
after reporting.

(GS Paper Il International Relations)

This editorial ‘Steady in turbulence’ was published in The Hindu on 15th Jul 2026, highlights
India’s partnership-based strategy to preserve autonomy and protect its interests amid
global geopolitical and economic volatility.
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Strategic Recalibration with Australia

Modi’s visits marked a shift from economic ties towards strategic partnerships amid
supply-chain disruption and geopolitical realignment.

The outreach strengthens the Indo-Pacific’s southern arc under Act East and
MAHASAGAR, supporting a free, open and inclusive region.

The India-Australia Joint Declaration expands interoperability, military exercises,
annual ministerial dialogue and cooperation in cyber, maritime and emerging
technologies.

The Maritime Security Roadmap deepens information-sharing and operational
coordination across the Indo-Pacific.

Australia’s approval of uranium exports removes a bilateral obstacle, supports
India’s civilian nuclear programme and advances clean-energy ambitions.
Cooperation in critical minerals offers both countries greater resilience in a
strategically uncertain global market.

New Zealand Partnership and India’s Wider Strategy

India and New Zealand established a strategic partnership with a four-year
roadmap covering maritime cooperation and mutual logistics support.

Building on the Free Trade Agreement, both sides aim to substantially expand
bilateral trade by 2030 while exploring agricultural cooperation.

Both partnerships prioritise supply-chain diversification, energy security, critical
minerals and emerging technologies to improve Indo-Pacific stability.

India is building a network of partnerships to protect strategic autonomy without
becoming entangled in major-power rivalries.

Beyond Editorial

Domestic Foundations of Strategic Autonomy

Defence indigenisation: INS Vikrant, Tejas, Astra missiles and Dhanush artillery
demonstrate how domestic platforms reduce dependence on foreign military
suppliers.

Maritime readiness: INS Vikrant’'s operationalisation and stronger maritime-
domain awareness improve India’s capacity to secure the Indian Ocean without
relying solely on partners.

Critical minerals: The National Critical Mineral Mission carries a 34,300-crore
outlay for exploration, processing, recycling and overseas acquisition of strategic
resources.




Semiconductor capability: India Semiconductor Mission provides 50% fiscal
support for fabrication projects, while new facilities have been approved in
Gujarat.

Energy buffers: India maintains 5.33 million metric tonnes of strategic crude
reserves at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur to absorb supply disruptions.
Renewable transition: Solar capacity reached about 162.15 GW by June 2026,
helping diversify energy sources and reduce exposure to imported fossil fuels.
Export capability: Defence exports crossed 223,162 crore in 2025, strengthening
manufacturing depth while expanding India’s strategic and diplomatic
partnerships.

(GS Paper Il Economy)

This editorial ‘Tourism can unlock India’s journey to a new milestone’ was published in The
Indian Express on 15th Jul 2026, highlights tourism’s potential to generate broad-based
growth through integrated infrastructure, investment and policy support.

Economic Contribution and Investment Potential

Tourism contributes about 7% of GDP and over 9% of employment, alongside
entrepreneurship, foreign exchange and soft power.

India’s natural, cultural and spiritual assets constitute tourism wealth capable of
generating broad-based growth.

Strong occupancy, above-pre-pandemic room rates and buoyant demand have
improved investor confidence and enabled capacity expansion and service
innovation.

Participation by funds, hotel companies and developers is rising, but institutional
investment remains below mature hospitality markets, leaving considerable growth
potential.

Distributed Tourism and Infrastructure Linkages

Tourism demand is increasingly shifting towards Tier-1l and Tier-lll cities, creating a
diversified and resilient ecosystem.

Regional airports, highways and economic corridors reshape tourism flows by
unlocking destinations, local investment and hospitality demand.

Airport-centric hotels and MICE tourism reflect growing infrastructure-tourism
interdependence, requiring destination readiness, accommodation capacity and
coordinated economic planning.
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Policy Priorities for Scaling Tourism

The $3-trillion opportunity requires alignment among infrastructure, investment,
policy and destination development.

FAITH seeks industry status across States to improve capital access and reduce
financing costs.

The government should develop 50 tourism destinations on mission mode with clear
implementation timelines.

A sustained Brand Bharat campaign, expanded e-visas and simpler entry
procedures can strengthen inbound tourism.

Last-mile connectivity, wayside amenities, digital infrastructure, globally aligned
taxation and single-window clearance can improve visitor experience and private
participation.

Beyond Editorial

Carrying Capacity of Tourism Destinations

Scientific assessment: The National Green Tribunal directed a carrying-capacity
study for Mussoorie after concerns that unplanned growth threatened its fragile
hill environment.

Pilgrim regulation: NGT proceedings recorded proposed interim limits of 13,000
pilgrims at Kedarnath, 8,000 at Gangotri and 5,000 at Yamunotri.

Traffic control: At Rohtang Pass, the NGT maintained restrictions of 800 petrol and
400 diesel tourist vehicles daily to limit pollution.

Water security: The proposed Nainital carrying-capacity assessment considers
hydrology, drainage, sanitation and waste, linking tourist numbers with basic
ecological limits.

Heritage protection: UNESCO identified a 40% rise in tourism among pressures
affecting the Sun Temple at Konark, alongside traffic and environmental
degradation.

Community ownership: India’s National Strategy for Eco Tourism promotes local
livelihoods and indigenous materials, ensuring residents benefit from destination
development.

Responsible infrastructure: Swadesh Darshan 2.0 projects incorporate bio-toilets,
recycling, eco-friendly transport and carrying-capacity assessments, while Travel
for LiFE promotes sustainable behaviour.
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