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EDITORIALS - 16 TH JUN 2026

Politics over people
(GS Paper Il Governance)

This editorial ‘Politics over people’ was published in The Hindu on 16th Jun
2026, highlights the need for pragmatic, rights-sensitive demographic
governance over securitised population politics.

Securitised Demographic Framing

The Centre’s panel on demographic change reflects a paranoid framing
that links “unnatural demographic change” with sovereignty, security,
law and order, and social cohesion.

The committee, chaired by Justice P.P. Naolekar, will assess abnormal
population shifts across religious and social groups and propose time-
bound corrective measures.

The government claims demographic shifts affect public delivery, local
governance, resource distribution and social cohesion, while also
seeking systems to identify and deport infiltrators.

Risks of Politicised Population Management

Population management is a valid governance tool, as shown by
Switzerland’s referendum on a population cap, but securitising
demographics can distort policy priorities.

Treating people’s facts as valid only through documents, as seen in
electoral roll revision, risks exclusion when documentation becomes the
sole basis of citizenship-like recognition.

Excessive focus on illegal infiltration may create a stateless population,
producing a demographic deadlock rather than a workable
administrative solution.
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The editorial warns that commmunal profiling of Muslims remains a real
risk when demographic governance is framed through suspicion rather
than evidence.

Real Demographic Challenges

India’s deeper concerns are ageing trends, falling birth rates and
changing population composition, not only cross-border movement.
Demographic dividend may weaken if education, health and work
quality fail to support a productive labour force.

Migration remains central to India’s trajectory because Partition created
three sovereign states within a shared geographical-cultural
continuum, alongside voluntary and involuntary movements.

Beyond Editorial

Demographic Federalism and Regional Imbalances

Regional divergence: India’s demographic challenge is uneven, as
Kerala and Tamil Nadu age faster while Bihar and Uttar Pradesh still
face youth bulges and job pressure.

Fiscal tension: Population-based fund allocation can create Centre-
State disputes, as southern States fear being penalised for achieving
lower fertility under national policy.

Representation debate: Delimitation after the 2026 population freeze
may reshape Lok Sabha seats, making demographic change a
sensitive issue of federal balance.

Migration pressure: Labour movement from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Odisha to Maharashtra, Gujarat and Kerala makes portable welfare
and urban services essential.

Ageing burden: Kerala and Tamil Nadu need stronger geriatric care,
pensions and health systems as elderly dependency rises faster than
in younger northern States.
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Human capital gap: Bihar and Uttar Pradesh need schooling, skilling
and health investment because demographic dividend becomes a
burden without productive employment.

Federal coordination: Population policy must reflect State-specific
realities, as Kerala’'s ageing, Bihar's fertility and Maharashtra's
migration cannot be governed through one national lens.

2.

Peace with peace
(GS Paper Il Polity)

This editorial ‘Peace with peace’ was published in The Hindu on 16th Jun 2026,
highlights the misuse of preventive detention powers and the need for rights-
based safeguards against executive overreach.

Preventive Detention and Executive Overreach

Preventive powers allow the state to act before crime when public order
is threatened, but routine use without substantive charges turns
exception into deprivation of liberty.

In Chander Pal Singh, the Allahabad High Court criticised “highly
irresponsible” liberty deprivation in Uttar Pradesh, where minor disputes
were converted into preventive detention.

The petitioner, a physically challenged Dalit advocate, was arrested
over a petty neighbourhood dispute, showing how coercive powers can
target vulnerable citizens.

Between May 2025 and April 2026, around 2,500 people in Ghaziabad
reportedly faced preventive detention despite a 2021 state policy meant
to guide such powers.

Judicial Guidelines and Corrective Potential

The High Court’s guidelines can reduce misuse by requiring reasoned
decisions, encouraging constitutional challenges and enabling
appellate scrutiny of compensation.
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The ruling may restrain magistrates who cite vague communal
tensions, jail protesters, or impose unaffordable bonds for release.
Although not directly linked to Sonam Wangchuk’s detention under the
National Security Act, the ruling rejects using “peace” as an excuse to
silence dissent.

The judgment may help workers and activists detained in New Delhi
under Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita Sections 126 or 170 if
detention lacks valid grounds.

Implementation Barriers

Compensation recovery from magistrates’ or police officers’ salaries
requires disciplinary findings, but the executive may hesitate to penalise
its own personnel.

Executive magistrates belong to the state administration, so their
careers may depend on maintaining “peace” as defined by the state,
weakening independent restraint.

Beyond Editorial

Constitutional Morality and the Everyday State

Liberty culture: Constitutional morality must operate at police stations
and magistrate courts, as D.K. Basu showed citizens face the State
through routine arrests.

Article 21: Preventive action must respect life and liberty, as Maneka
Gandhi widened due process against arbitrary executive action.
Procedural fairness: Written reasons, hearing and timely review are
essential, as A.K. Roy stressed safeguards in preventive detention.
Power asymmetry: Poor, Dalit, minority and disabled citizens face
higher risks, as Chander Pal Singh shows misuse against vulnerable
individuals.

Magisterial independence: Executive magistrates must act neutrally,
as Section 107 CrPC-type bonds often become tools of preventive
control.
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« Compensation logic: Wrongful detention needs real remedies, as
Rudul Sah recognised compensation for unlawful loss of personal
liberty.

. Everyday justice: Rule of law weakens when petty disputes or protests
are handled coercively, as Arnesh Kumar warned against routine
arrests.

3. In West Asia pause, questions for India, especially about

its place at the table
(GS Paper Il International Relations)

This editorial ‘In West Asia pause, questions for India, especially about its
place at the table’ was published in The Indian Express on 16th Jun 2026,
highlights how the Iran-Israel pause exposes India’s limited leverage,
strategic vulnerability and need for harder self-assessment in West Asia.

Fragile Pause and Unresolved Regional Crisis

« The American-Iranian peace blueprint may offer a temporary pause,
but Iran’s nuclear issue, Israel’s insecurity and Gulf volatility remain
unresolved.

« Trump may claim victory and markets may stabilise briefly, yet the
crisis’s structural causes, including Iran’s ambitions and Israel’s
vulnerabilities, remain unsettled.

. Lebanon, Hezbollah and Iran’s nuclear question keep the region fragile
because a ceasefire suspends hostilities but cannot stop strategic
conclusions by other powers.

India’s Exposure and Diplomatic Marginalisation
- India’s faith in Washington proved misplaced as America prioritised
Islamabad, leaving Indian sailors, trade and Gulf-based citizens
vulnerable during escalation.
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Nearly millions of Indians in the Gulf place India’s economy, remittances
and diaspora safety on a knife-edge during every West Asian crisis.
Pakistan’s sudden relevance in the Iran crisis shows that a failing state
can still exploit regional chaos, making India’s diplomatic sidelining a
serious concern.

India’s foreign policy must ask why it remains outside decisive forums
despite cultivating ties with Tehran, Tel Aviv, Riyadh and Washington.

Limits of Strategic Autonomy

Strategic autonomy was meant to keep India’s options open, but often
became friendship without leverage and presence without influence.
Proximity to major powers does not ensure access, visibility or strength
unless India can convert relationships into usable diplomatic weight.

If India takes no lesson, it will keep paying higher prices through oil
insecurity, Gulf instability and reduced ability to shape regional
outcomes.

Strategic Stakes for India

West Asia is vital for India because it supplies major energy needs, hosts
its largest diaspora and contributes heavily to external remittances.
Instability in West Asia affects India’s balance of payments, fuel prices
and Asian influence at a time of rapid global power shifts.

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor may realise its
promise only if regional turbulence does not disrupt connectivity and
trade prospects.

Beyond Editorial

Geo-Economics of Conflict and Connectivity
. Oil vulnerability: West Asian instability affects India’s crude supply, fuel

inflation and current account, as the Gulf remains central to India’s
energy basket.
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Remittance exposure: Gulf-based Indian workers sustain households
and forex flows, making conflict in Saudi Arabia, UAE or Qatar a
domestic economic risk.

Maritime chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz disruptions can raise shipping,
insurance and energy costs, as seen during Iran-linked tanker
tensions.

Diaspora safety: Evacuation readiness remains vital, as Operation
Kaveri and Operation Ajay showed crises require rapid protection of
Indians abroad.

Connectivity risk: India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor needs
regional stability, as conflict can delay ports, rail links, logistics and
financing.

Strategic reserves: India needs stronger petroleum reserves, supplier
diversification and renewables, as Gulf shocks can quickly transmit
into domestic prices.

Geo-economic leverage: India’s diplomacy must link energy,
diaspora, trade and shipping, so ties with Iran, Israel and Gulf states
yield bargaining power.




